From Daniel’s Den
We will find new ways to feed the sheep,
love the lambs and serve the Lord
It is Monday, Aug. 17, 2020 and Deb and I are sitting in our
camper in Salt Fork State Park in Southeastern Ohio. The
crickets are chirping. The frogs are crocking. There is a soft hum
of the forest at night. I can smell campfires burning. This is
relaxing. What a great get away!
My mind drifts to thoughts of Jesus and his friends, the
disciples. How many times did they huddle around a campfire
after a full day of walking, or teaching, or learning more about
God the Father from God the Son? Perhaps they had a meal of
bread and fish, or vegetables and fruit. They probably told stories
about the day, asked questions, or sang songs they had learned
a Jewish boys.
I think of one particular campfire meeting of Jesus and his
friends. It was after a nerve-wracking time… his death on the
cross, his being buried in a tomb, and then his resurrection back
to life in a gloried body. The disciples need some “normal”. Peter
said, “I’m going fishing!” It had been so stressful. The emotional
swings of the grief and shock and amazement was more than
they could process. They needed to get out on the lake in a boat
and go fishing, and feel… like they used to feel… before….
In the early morning twilight, Jesus called out to them from the
shore, “Do you have any fish?” But it had been a frustrating
night. They had caught nothing. Jesus (still unrecognized to
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FIND FBCH ONLINE

The whole building will soon be open!
We know people have been patiently waiting for us to fully
resume activities at First Baptist. There have been two factors
keeping the doors closed: The pandemic and our remodeling
project. The good news is the remodel is almost complete! We
are planning to reopen in October. This means we’ll again have
Adult and Ladies Bible Studies on Wednesdays plus First Kids,
First Students and MOPS/MOMSNext. We also want to start
Sunday School again.
One of our biggest needs is to know who is willing to
volunteer to lead classes, and be committed on a weekly basis.
There are folks out there who won’t return for a long time, and
that’s completely understandable. But some are ready and we
need you to tell us so we can make plans to restart the classes.
We are moving forward with COVID-19 as something that is
not going away for a long time.
We will do everything we can to ensure safety:
• Face coverings are required (state mandate)
• Temperature checks
• Hand sanitizer throughout the building
• Social distancing
Continued on Page 3
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Deacons Fund
Did you know First Baptist Church’s deacons have a fund that helps
people in our community? The church sometimes gets calls from
people in emergent situations who need a little assistance. The
deacons screen those folks to determine if they will wisely use the
money they are given.
Donations to the Deacons Fund are typically collected after a
Sunday worship service each month. If you would like to donate, you
may give money to a deacon, put it in an offering envelope marked
“Deacons Fund,” or donate online.
Recently, your donations have helped a few people in need of
making ends meet. We have worked with the City of Hamilton’s utility
department to help folks pay their bills if they were facing a service
shut-off but simply couldn’t afford to keep the lights on. We’ve also
assisted folks in need of fuel and food. The Deacons Fund helps
people within our congregation, too. God has blessed us with the
ability to give to those who need help.
_______________________________________________________

FINANCIALS
We have had tremendous support through this unprecedented time
in our history. The good news, and God’s blessing, is that unified
giving has remained strong. We have $417,542, which is $5,018
more than for the same time frame in 2019. We also received a
Paycheck Protection Program grant for $91,800 from the SBA and
Cares Act Programs. The money went from a loan to a grant if we
maintained our full-time employees through the pandemic. Our
intentions were to maintain our employees, so this became a nobrainer for the trustees. There was a tremendous amount of
paperwork in order to receive the loan, and more to have the loan
forgiven and become a grant. We were successful in our endeavors.
If we do not use all of the grant for operational expenses, we will use
some of it for the renovations.
Staff and boards have kept expenses below budget, but we still
have spent more than our receipts, primarily due to unexpected
expenses: building repairs, COVID-19 sanitation supplies, printing
expenses, and increased utilities from construction. If we can
maintain expenses, the trustees feel that we will balance income and
expenses by year end.

New capital funds have been received from the solicitation letter of
over $7,000. Not bad for two weeks. Our hope is that the new funds
will exceed $25,000. Another piece of good news is that our Duke
rebate for the installation of LED lights will be $10,554. We had
anticipated between $4,000 and $6,000.
We are very close to finalizing outside security cameras and a side
door video camera and secure entrance lock release in the office.
We will have full parking lot, building, and outside coverage for
security of all. Plus, staff will have control of all entries into the
building during non-service times.
Giving as of 7/31/2020
Envelope and Online Giving: $417,542
Year-to-date budget need: $445,185
Over (under) budget: ($27,643)
Year-to-date expenses: $453,184
Budget expenses YTD: $466,599
— Larry Bowling, treasurer
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S DESK
A devotion in Psalm 54
By Pastor Christopher E. Osterbrock
“O God…” is a phrase we hear all too often. Too often because most
utterances are not actually calling upon the name of the LORD. There
are few moments where I remember such strain in my life culminating in
an exasperated “O God” prayer.
David, the singer of this Psalm, is crying out after a group of Ziphites
found his hidden location and reported him to King Saul. David feared for
his life. When we pray the Psalms we are probably not in serious peril
like David, however, we are still fighting fatal foes. Temptation, Sin, and
all of Satan’s devices come upon us when we least expect them. If we
are not positioned to contemplate what Thomas Brooks calls “precious
remedies” we will be easily stumbled; “it is not hasty reading, but serious
meditating upon holy and heavenly truths, that make them prove sweet
and profitable to the soul.”“O God” should not be blurted out in
impatience or in exasperation of others, it is a phrase of plea and prayer,
meant to conjure in our minds the name of God, all of his immeasurable
resources wherein we flee for refuge. His name is a gift given for
communion with him (Genesis 4:26; Acts 4:12). When we say his name
we are submitting ourselves before God and putting him first, not
ourselves.
Who is worthy enough to call on in any situation but the Father of
creation? There is no better place to start for David than acknowledging
the One who anointed him with power. God is the source of all life and
holiness for the would-be king. While kingship is reserved for Christ (the
Son of David), the particulars of David’s anointing and blessedness are
actually ours. God’s name is our blessing and our refuge. Allen Ross
explains: “‘name’ refers to the whole of the divine manifestation, the
character of God as revealed in his relationship and dealings with his
people.”Calling on God’s name is calling the sum of God’s attributes:
mighty, good, gracious, merciful, judge of all secrets, jealous, refuge.
By calling on God’s name David consequentially asks God to exercise
judgment. Psalm 72:2 points to this term “vindication” as an attribute of the
Messiah King who alone judges by righteousness and justice. Given the
customs of the time this Psalm was written, the person who is afflicted or
suffering is assumed to have God’s cursing or judgment over him
(witnessed in Job’s predicament). Vindication for the person to be seen
having God’s favor. God must intervene by placing the curse on the
Psalmist’s enemies and restoring the favorable position of the poet. This is
a proclamation not simply of innocence, but standing within God’s favor.
Might is not only an attribute contained in the name of God but a
description of how God judges. We think of judges as those who

determine cases by specific predetermined laws. God judges, out of his
own mightiness, as Lawgiver who brought forth creation to dwell by his
Law. We hear the poet sing in worship, “judge me with your mightiness!”
How can a sinful man joyfully sing of his desire for God’s tremendous
might cast upon his head? We move through the Psalms and find our
answer: “If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O LORD, who could
stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared” (Ps
130:3-4). If David is to plea for God to judge his enemies, then he better
be righteous; the cause for which he is praying better be in accordance
with God’s name. Would David dare take God’s name, all of his nature,
character, and attributes, in vain? Would he place that name upon
something that goes against God’s will or use it to better himself or
promote himself above Saul? This is what we do so often when we hail
ourselves as Jesus-people (those gifted the name and inheritance of
God’s Son), yet do things outside of God’s will. Or when we utter his
name as no more than a term of our personal exasperation. God does
not get exhausted or flustered! We are calling out the very name that
judges the secrets of our hearts (Rom 2:15-16). By his grace and
faithfulness, the Triune God justifies us with his own name – the might of
all his character and attributes, so we can shine his glory in union with
him. Praise our Gracious God!
Let’s break it down into smaller bits:
O God, – A moment of compulsive submission to Him who is greater
than me.
save me – I am in need of saving and cannot save myself.
by your name, – God’s name is a manifestation of all his fullness. The
name is given to his people as inheritance. The name is Jesus Christ; He
alone holds all the power to save. I call for God’s will, and all of his
attributes, to be with me.
and vindicate me by your might. – We are justified by Jesus Christ. His
might is the power to be both the Lion and the Lamb. God forgives by
exercising his Law… being the only One who can absorb all of its might.
He is sacrificed for our atonement, so that we can stand before his
victorious throne justified before the Father. I pray to recognize I am
justified by faith in you, Jesus.
Just this first verse tells us the story of our need not just for a god, but
for our Gracious God who redeems us by way of justifying sinners in his
name. We are saved by no other name but Jesus and this by a righteous
and mighty judgment. Ponder this verse. We are to sing this song to God!
God gifts us his Word that we might sing of the salvation of his name and
the judgment we receive by it: Jesus. Pray this verse and pray to display
the mighty work of Christ.

Continued from the cover page (Daniel’s Den)
them) said, “Throw your nets on the other side”. They had heard this
before… there was the familiar! Peter couldn’t wait to get ashore
and be with Jesus. He dove into the water and swam to shore and
saw Jesus, cooking fish on a campfire for breakfast. (I always
wondered where Jesus got the fish that were in the skillet?) Jesus
cooking breakfast on the campfire!
Oh the joy! The wet embrace. The memory must have come
flooding back… the denial, and the cross, and the pain, and the
doubt, and the resurrection encounter in the upper room. There
were those conflicting emotions again that they were trying to get
away form.
Jesus must of put his hands on the shoulders of his dripping
friends and looked him square in the eyes, “Peter, Do you love me?”
There by the campfire, dripping wet, emotional filled, Peter with all of
the teary-eyed seriousness he could muster answered, “Lord, you
know I love you!” And Jesus said knowingly, “Feed my sheep”.
It’s as if Jesus was driving home the new reality, “Peter, you can’t
go back… there is a new normal for you. Don’t worry about anyone
else. I’m talking to you”. You can’t go back. Life doesn’t work that
way anymore. You’ve seen life and death and new life. Old values
are gone. Old comforts are gone. The past is over. Only the next
remains.
As I seek to relax and “get away”, the reality is I am only catching
my breath to return to the new realities of a pandemic ravaged
community and church. We long for “normal”, but we all know….
So, we lean into the next few days, and weeks and months. We
will find new ways to feed the sheep, and love the lambs, and serve
the Lord. We will meet in small groups, and smaller services.
We will dedicate our remodeled building and celebrate God’s
goodness in providing a place and a people to serve Him together.
Together we will be different, but it will be good, and we will give
God the glory.
Like Jesus told Peter, I now tell us, “Stop looking at a past that will
never return, look to a future of new challenges and opportunities.
Our Mission is the same… love God, love one another, and make
disciples for Jesus! We will find a way!
I love you in Jesus,
Pastor Dan

The Gospel Project: Year 2
Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Sept. 6: Volume 5,Unit 13 (3): The Gift of God's
Power (Elijah and Elisha) 1 Kings 19; 2 Kings 2
Sept. 13: Volume 5, Unit 13 (4) The Visions of God's
Strength (Elisha and the Army) 2 Kings 6-7
Sept. 20: Volume 5, Unit 14 (1) The Northern
Kingdom of Israel: A Rebellious People Receive
Mercy (Jonah, Prophet to Nineveh) Jonah
Sept. 27: Volume 5, Unit 14 (2) An Unfaithful People
Receive Love (Hosea, Prophet to Israel) Hosea
Get the guides in person or online at
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/gospelproject

Continued from the cover page (Church Reopening)
• Outdoor activities when the weather allows
We still need to iron out some details. There will be new room
assignments for all ages. Parents will get copies of our procedures
once they are ready to be distributed.
Let’s celebrate this wonderful building God has blessed us with.
We have plans to do ministry here for decades to come!
~ FBCH staff
_____________________________________________________

Tabitha Ministries update
Our sewing group, Tabitha Ministries, has made many face
masks for our friends here at First Baptist. We are challenged
with using our small scraps and it's fun seeing you wear
them. We've also donated several to Westover, Berkeley,
Hospice of Hamilton, a mental health group home, VBS and
Riverview Elementary School. Don't worry, we still have fabric
scraps and will continue to create more! We estimate we've made
600+, and are still going strong. If you'd like to help, we will
furnish you with supplies.
We are also making dresses for little girls and shorts for young
boys in South Africa. Due to travel restrictions, we've been unable
to send these with Ann Clemmer. We have made a new contact
with Little Dresses for Africa, a nonprofit organization. They send
the clothes with mission groups, or send them directly in shipping
containers. Their mission is to send hope to those most
vulnerable and assure them they are worthy.
Since our sewing room is in transition, we are sewing at
home. We are still making baby quilts, and lap robes for those we
love. But, we miss our time of sharing, so we are optimistic about
being together soon.
Praise God for our time and talents!
— Mary Brown, Ellie Dinger, Sharon Brewer,
Janie Millard and Diana Bueker
____________________________________________________

Two Bible study groups for ladies
begin again in September
A Friday morning Bible study for ladies will begin September
18th, at 9:30 a.m. We will be studying “That the World May Know”
with Ray Vander Laan. Mary Brown will again lead us. Come
share your thoughts.
There is also an evening ladies Bible study, and this
is facilitated by Marjorie Corley. These ladies meet via ZOOM
(online) on Tuesday evening and are studying "Ten Women of the
Bible", by Max Lucado.
Ladies, you are all welcome! Call the church for more
information. No need to sign up, just attend.
____________________________________________________

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Maria Miller is probably best
known at First Baptist Church
for using her hands. You may
have seen Maria at the front
of services and events,
signing to folks who can’t
hear.
Maria currently serves as
the church’s business
secretary — she takes
minutes at the quarterly and
annual business meetings.
Her husband Jeff is a deacon
at First Baptist.
She loves singing in the
choir, too, and is in the
women’s Wednesday night
Bible study group.

Often Maria may be seen
on Sunday mornings with her
dad and stepmom, the
Meders, who usually sit
behind her and Jeff during a
service.
Maria is the co-owner of
Deaf Choice, Inc., a sign
language interpreting and
captioning agency. She is the
COO/CFO. Maria interprets,
does captioning and runs the
administration part of the
business.
Before she worked with
Deaf Choice, Maria was an
office manager for many
years before she went back to
college at age 32 to become
an interpreter.
She was saved at age 15
when a friend invited her to
church. She says she was in
a place of not wanting to live
anymore and was tired of
trying to be a perfect kid.
Going to church and finding
Jesus made her feel
unconditional love and it
saved her life, she said.

_____________________________________________

Youth group continues Midweek
We have some good news! Students in grades 7-12 who attend
Midweek on Wednesday evenings are able to use the youth
rooms on the east side of the lower level. (If you are looking at the
elevator, this is the side to your right.) The lower level is divided
into two sections … the west side and north are for First Children’s
Ministry and the east side and south are for the youth. Room 100
will be a space for everyone to share. The youth have five rooms
total for combined and breakout gathering. The First Kids side is
still under construction but will be done soon!

Sept. 15
Hailee Brown
Sept. 2
Jenny VanMeter
Eva Rae Wallace

Sept. 16
Martha Griffin
Barb Keith

Sept. 3
Pamela Howard
Claire Metzger
Cleta Paragin

Sept. 17
Brent Bowling
Carlie Day

Sept. 5
Dick Law

Sept. 18
Amy Logan

Sept. 26
Nancy Follmer
Mandy Gambrell
Molly Gambrell
Sept. 27
Dana Diedrichs
Evelyn Coltharp
Sept. 29
Blake Hendrickson
Megan Miller
Jeremy Yantes

Sept. 19
Sept. 30
Sept. 7
Constance
Staarmann
Carol Cassady
Kaitlyn Begley
Martha Griesinger
Sept. 20
NOTE: Please call or
Karen Buchanan
Sept. 8
Makayla Witmer
Sept. 9
Lisa Sprague
Sept. 10
Carolyn Gabbard
Aaron Osterbrock
Sept. 11
Lillian Simpson
Sept. 13
Sarah Coots

Sept. 21
Hunter Day
Henry Griffin
Frank McClure
Sept. 22
Eden Ellison
Jan Smith

email the church if
you do not see you
or one of your family
members on our list
of birthdays. We do
not intend to
overlook anyone but
don’t realize it unless
you inform us.

Sept. 24
Lee Jenkins
Lilly Wallace
Sept. 25
Sandra Imhoff

Sept. 14
Teene Campbell
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to make requests for prayer

Will the Harvest Party in October happen?
The First Kids ministry is still planning to do something big
and fun at the end of October. Our Harvest Party has always
been one of the largest events at the church and brings in new
folks each time. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will
probably do something different and possibly using our
vehicles trunk-or-treat style! If you are an adult who would like
to participate by passing out candy or items using your vehicle,
please let Katie Simpson or Claire Metzger know. We will soon
announce a date for this event. We’re also seeking donations
of candy or small items to give to the children who participate.

First Baptist Church has a “OneCall” prayer chain that is used for
emergent prayer needs. The phone call is designed to be an immediate
request to church members who have signed up to receive the calls.
FBC member Carol Howard graciously volunteers her time and phone
number to take requests and send them out on OneCall. If you are not
receiving prayer request calls and would like to, please notify the church
office.
If you have an urgent request, Carol may be reached at (513)
887-9415.
Another way to request prayer at FBCH is to submit a request for the
weekly prayer list. This list is emailed to those who have signed up to
receive it. It is also printed and made available when we have
Wednesday evening Bible Study in the building. The list is also mailed
or delivered to our shut-ins (those who are physically unable to attend
services at the church). To make a request for the list, visit
firstbaptisthamilton.org/contact, call the church or email the office at
info@firstbaptisthamilton.org. We do ask that you keep us updated with
information after the request is made.

MISSIONS
Missionaries for the month of ………………………… September
Peter & Sarah McCurdy
Mexico
The Rev. Peter and Sarah McCurdy serve in Mexico City at the
invitation of the Baptist Theological Seminary, a partner of IM.
Peter’s ministry focus is theological education, spiritual direction,
and spiritual formation. He serves seminary students, seeking to
provide a safe and nurturing environment for them, their families,
and others pursuing a call to ministry. Sarah, a former French
teacher, is developing her role as an educator and spiritual
director. Peter and Sarah’s hope is that, through their ministries,
hearts and minds will be changed, and people will grow into the
image of Christ.
Bible book of the month ……………………I & II Timothy & Titus
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the American Baptist
Women’s Ministry and is listed online at abwomensministries.org.
____________________________________________________

Scriptures to help combat worry,
fear, anxiety and panic
Don’t worry about anything.
Pray about everything.
Phillippians 4:6-7

Don’t worry about tomorrow.
Tomorrow will worry about itself.
Matthew 6:34

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear.
Deuteronomy 31:6

Which of you by worrying can
add a single hour to his life’s span?
Luke 12:24-26

Do not be anxious about your life.
Matthew 6:25

Let not your hearts be troubled.
John 14:1

Don’t be troubled or afraid.
John 14:27

I sought the Lord. He answered me and delivered me
from all my fears.
Psalm 34:4

Let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts.
Colossians 3:15

Be strong and courageous. Do not be freightened.

It is again time to be part of Operation Christmas
Child, and there is a new option this year
Every year, First Baptist Church of Hamilton plays a big role in
Operation Christmas Child. We are a box collection site for the
area, and many churches bring their filled shoeboxes to our
church. We then get them to their distribution center in
Cincinnati.
What is Operation Christmas Child? It is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse in which folks are asked to fill a shoebox with small gifts for
a child who lives in an impoverished area. Boxes typically include
items such as small toys, hygiene products and school supplies.
(No toothpaste, liquids, candy or other perishables.) The boxes
are provided by Samaritan’s Purse and will be available at our
church at the end of September. They will have some items
already in them to get you started.
You will also get an envelope to fill out to select the age and
gender of the child for whom you are filling a box. There will also
be an envelope for you to include the $9 shipping fee.
This year, there is an additional option for filling and sending a
box: It’s online, and you get to pick what goes inside! Simply visit
the website at samaritanspurse.org and click “start building”.
The fee is $25 and it will take you through options of what items
you want in the box. You will also select the age and gender of
the child who will receive your box.
Nancy Whipple oversees this effort for the church each year.
She will be needing volunteers Nov. 16-23 to help collect, count
and lift boxes.
If you have questions, call Nancy at (513) 255-7783.

Joshua 1:9

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you
his peace at all times.
Thessalonians 3:16

Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid.
Psalm 23:4

God will never fail you nor abandon you.
Hebrews 13:5-6

Cast your cares on the Lord.
Psalm 55:22-23

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1-2

The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.
Exodus 14:14

He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord.
Psalm 112:7-18

When you pass through waters, I will be with you.
Isaiah 43:2-3a

Source: drmichellebengston.com #hopeprevails

____________________________________________________

Thank you
From Marilyn Bowling
Thank you so much for the cards and messages after my
operation. Your love and support is greatly appreciated.
From Malverie Landis
Thank you for your cards and prayes following the death of my
son. I hope to be back in church before long, I really miss it. In
Christ.

_______________________________________________

Address updates
Tom and Cathi Thomas
5844 Caitlyn Rose Lane
Liberty Twp., OH 45044-8563
Brad and Jerri Begley
1365 Smith Road
Hamilton OH 45013-9627

_______________________________________________

Office closed
First Baptist’s office is closed Monday, Sept. 7 in
observance of Labor Day. Office hours are typically 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
_______________________________________________

First Baptist’s shut-ins ministry
The following are folks we pray for and visit when we can as part of
our shut-ins ministry. These are members of our church who cannot
physically attend Sunday worship. Their addresses are provided if you
would like to send them a card or letter. If you no longer can get to
church and would like to be part of this ministry, please contact the
church office at (513) 868-1412.
Bob and Brenda Abney
527 Puthoff St.
Hamilton, OH 45013

Elaine Tragesser
2 Independence Court
Hamilton, OH 45013

Priscilla Cress
229 Lake Front Court
Hamilton, OH 45013

Madge Walters
482 Beeler Blvd.
Hamilton, OH 45013

Don and Pat Gingrich
c/o Triple Creek Retirement Community
11230 Pippin Road
Colerain, OH 45231

Olive Belle Young
3643 Hamilton-Mason Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45011

Nancy Humbach, c/o The Woodlands
896 NW Washington Blvd. Room #617
Hamilton, OH 45013
Bob Laubenstein, c/o The Woodlands
896 NW Washington Blvd. Room #618
Hamilton, OH 45013
Darryl and Cleta Paragin
108 Hickory Woods Dr.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Marilyn Shearer
712 Mark Ave.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Connie Taylor
2603 Inwood Briar
San Antonio, TX 78248
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