A regathering update
There is something important about the church coming
together in person, face to face… even if that face may have a
mask on it.
The Bible encourages us to be together and to be with one
another.
The writer of Hebrews says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:23-25)
Several important points for us in our situation.
1. Hold on to your hope! We will get through this, and we
will get through this together. Our strength in is God’s Word
and in God’s People. We need each other!
2. We need to encourage one another! We do this through
prayer, and phone calls and emails and cards… but I need
encouragement with skin on it! I love hearing your voice! I
need to look into your eyes! It moves me to be a better person.
It reminds me that I belong to the family of God.
3. We need to worship together. I don’t like singing with a
mask on, but it’s better than not singing at all! I need to be
together to hear and celebrate the presence of God in the
midst of His people. It’s just not the same sitting at home and
watching the screen.
4. The DAY is COMING! We are living in unusual times,
abnormal times. I believe the Lord is coming again, and I
believe we could be in the birth pains, or even full-blown labor
of the last days. I need to be with God’s people to get ready, to
get focused on things that matter most, and to study for my
final exam!
So, here’s an UPDATE and a look at regathering.
Regarding the Fall and future plans, I am proceeding under
the assumption that we are going to be in a COVID-19 safety
protocol environment until early 2021. We should have
completed most of the remodeling by the first of October and
have most of our facilities back for use.
With that said, we should move slowly and with small steps.
Our people have been very helpful and willing to adapt to the
COVID safety measures we have been following, and I am
grateful. We have been able together and reduce risk of
infection. We must keep it up and not let down our guard. The
virus has struck some of our church families and their families.
We must remain vigilant.
We are worshiping in-person at 10:30 a.m., alternating
our worship leaders and I really do not see that changing for
the rest of the year unless we begin to have more than 150
people in the sanctuary at once. We are averaging about 110
so far.
Groups are starting to meet in a distanced setting with
masks. The Berean Bible Fellowship has begun meeting from
9:15-10:15 a.m. and that seems to be going well. First Student
Ministries has been meeting on Wednesday evenings. Our
boards are meeting in-person. A ladies Bible Study is meeting
during the week.
We all know outdoor is safer than indoor, and larger indoor
rooms are better than smaller. As groups choose to meet inperson, I encourage smaller groups of 10 or 12 over larger
groups of 20 or 30. Find ways to come together again!
Several groups continue to meet virtually, and I am so
glad they have committed to stay connected with one another.
We will continue our streaming worship, and Sunday and
Wednesday evening Bible studies, and our radio message
Sunday at 9:30 on 1450AM WMOH.
Continued inside on Page 2
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IS OCT. 30!
Details: Page 5

From Daniel’s Den, continued from the cover page
Our children’s ministry has been very active with social media
and also doorstep visits and gifts. We are planning to slowly
start children's ministry with worship at 10:30 starting Oct. 4,
and a Trunk-or-Treat Harvest Party on Friday evening October 30.
I do not foresee choir starting again until the spring 2021 at the
earliest. We MAY be able to have an Easter Cantata, but we will
have to wait and see. There will have to be a vaccine before
choral singing comes back. What I am hearing is not to expect
widespread vaccinations until mid-2021. We must plan
accordingly.
We are starting the 2021 budget process. The economy has
definitely been affected by the limits of the COVID environment
and fear and the disruption of our normal lives.Thank you for your
faithfulness to the mission of First Baptist and the continual
commitments and expenses that are ongoing during this time. The
tithe is the Lord’s in good times and difficult times. Many of our
folks have been so faithful! Thank you!
These are the times we must find ways to be the Church of Jesus
Christ together and in our community. We need one another to
stay spiritually focused and healthy. We need each other to spur
one another on toward love and good deeds and to encourage
one another! Let us recommit to one another as we move into the
Fall and into another season of living in COVID. Be a witness as
we see the Day coming!
I love you in Jesus,
Pastor Dan
_____________________________________________________
The Gospel Project : Year 2
Volume 5: A Nation Divided
Unit 14 The Northern Kingdom of Israel
Oct. 4:
TGP 5.14.3: An Idolatrous People Receive Judgement (Israel
Taken Captive) 2 Kings 17
Pastor Dan Clemens
Unit 15 The Southern Kingdom of Juda
Oct. 11:
TGP 5.15.1: God Promises a Suffering Servant (Isaiah, Prophet to
Judah) Isaiah 52-53
Pastor Dan Clemens
Oct. 18:
TGP 5.15.2: God Accepts a People&#39;s Repentance (Hezekiah
and Josiah) 2 Chronicles 29: 34-35
Pastor Chris Osterbrock
Oct. 25:
TGP 5.15.3 God Declares a New Covenant ( Jeremiah, Prophet to
Judah) Jeremiah
Pastor Dan Clemens
Nov. 11:
TGP 5.15.4: God Answers a Confused Prophet Habakkuk Dan
11/8/20 TGP 5.15.5 God Disciplines a Rebellious People (Judah
taken Captive) 2 Chronicles 36
Pastor Dan Clemens
Nov. 15:
TGP 5.15.6: God Pictures a Future Hope (Ezekiel Gave Hope)
Pastor Chris Osterbrock
____________________________________________________

MISSIONS
A message from FBC’s missions board
Through the generous giving of our FBC congregation, the
Mission Board budget supports missionaries and ministries
throughout the community, the nation, and the world. Recently,
through a generous bequeath left to our church, the Board
received 16% of the proceeds in addition to our regular budgeted
amount. This gift has enabled the Board to support several
ministry needs over and above our regular commitments. The
following have been approved as special support projects from
these gifted funds:
$1,000 to Serve City for purchase of birth certificates and IDs and
bus passes for residents. Most who come to Serve City do not
have these essential documents that they need for seeking
employment.
$3,300 to Femme de Future, a project overseen by Ann
Clemmer, IM missionary to the Democratic Republic of Congo.
This project provides materials and sewing machines to train
women to make reusable feminine hygiene supplies (these are
almost impossible to obtain in this region). The project will also
pay for a presenter table at an Expo and the renting of a storefront
for 6 months. The goal of the project is for proceed to help fund
the education of girls in the region.
$10,000 to Enduring Love, a project founded by Dan Chetti, IM
missionary to Lebanon and the Middle East. This gift will cover the
annual cost for an Arab partner servant’s education at seminary.
This initiative trains Arab Christians to go into their home countries
and work to spread the gospel throughout 7 countries in the
Middle East.
Support to The Father’s House, a Hamilton-based ministry that
provides housing and support to fostering and adoptive families.
FBC has supported the work in renovating the Old Children’s
Home facility, and now will provide funds to complete two crucial
safety projects on the property…. filling in an old cistern and
building an outdoor landing and staircase from a 2nd floor
doorway. The gift is up to $10,000 to cover this project.
The Board continues to prayerfully consider other requests as
they come forward. Please join us in praying for the above
projects, that our resources can be used in these ministries and
the glory will be His.
— Cathi Thomas, board chairperson
_____________________________________________________
MIssionaries for the month of ........................................… October
John & Debbie Coats
Cambodia
Debbie Coats, missionary partner serving in Cambodia with her
husband John, recently called to update FBC Hamilton on their
ministry. COVID-19 has limited much of their work, especially with
their children’s programs, but John continues working with small
groups and Debbie sees some patients as a nurse. She reports
that there are fewer cases in Cambodia and that region of the
world than in the rest of Asia, possibly because of a crossimmunity to a mosquito-born virus that is also a COVID virus and
that many residents already have had. She purposefully
expressed their thanks to First Baptist for the generous support of
their ministry throughout the years. Debbie asked that we
specifically pray that young Cambodian Christian women choose
Christian partners for marriage so that the church in Cambodia
can grow and thrive. More: www.emm.org/jdcoats
— FBC’s mission board
_____________________________________________________
Bible Book of the Month ………………………………….. Leviticus
The Bible book of the month is suggested by the national
American Baptist Women’s Ministries.

October is pastor appreciation month

FINANCIALS
The following is a look at where First Baptist’s financials stand as of
Sept. 13, 2020. Your gifts are needed to meet our annual budget
and continue ministry! See below for ways you can contribute.
RECORD OF STEWARDSHIP
FROM SEPT. 13, 2020
ATTENDANCE
Sunday School ……………………………………………………….. 36
Combined Worship …………………………………………………..114
Online views (Facebook & YouTube) ………………………………. 65
Total Sunday Service participants ……………………………… 179
Children’s Worship ………………………………………………….. n/a
GIVING
Weekly giving …………………………………………………… $6,985
Online giving .………………………………………………… $5,264.70
Total giving ……………………………………………….. $12,249.70
Weekly budget need ……….………………………………….. $14,813
Year-to-date offerings ………..……………………………… $497,395
Year-to-date budget need …………………………………… $548,081
Over (under) budget ………………………………………… ($50,686)
_____________________________________________________

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Our capital campaign fund is still in need of donations in order to
strongly complete the work on the remodel project. The phase we
are in now includes finishing the new awning in front of the
sanctuary and family center building, rubber around the edges of
the flooring, painting and electrical work. We are also still
completing the large kids worship center on the bottom level that
will be used for many activities in the years ahead.
To donate to the capital campaign fund, please specify it on your
offering or give online. If you have questions or want more
information, contact our treasurer Larry Bowling.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/give

An update on the lighting in the sanctuary
Hi everyone! If you aren’t aware yet, I wanted to let you know that
we are in the process of renovating the lighting in the sanctuary at
First Baptist. This is a three-part project:
1. Retrofitting house lighting to LED
2. Replacing our present dimming systems (which is dying little by
little every week)
3. Retrofitting our stage lighting with modern LED stage lighting,
that will also include the ability to program color changes
Part 1 - We have already retrofitted out house lighting to LED,
which will save us money in our electric bill and over a period of time
will pay for itself. We also received a rebate from Duke Energy to help
pay for the lighting. Part 1 has been completed for several weeks
now.
Part 2 - Is now in process. We have taken out the dying dimmer
rack (the week of Sep 14th) and are now replacing it with new
dimmers for the house lighting staring the week of September 21st.
Also, the same week we are taking down the existing stage lighting
and replacing then with electric outlets in the ceiling. We will need
these for Part 3.
Part 3 – This is scheduled to begin the week of September 28th or
October 5th. We will be installing the new modernized stage lighting.
All new LED Stage lighting work by simply plugging the fixtures into
an outlet. The dimming aspect work by cables similar to microphone
cables, called DMX cables and will be controlled by the computer in
the Audio-Visual booth.
We are excited for what the future will bring. These are all only tools
to use in reaching the lost, hurt, and dying, by proclaiming the whole
gospel of Jesus Christ!
— Shon Morgan, director of blended worship/technology
_______________________________________________________

Join the technology team!
Do you have an interest in video production, livestreaming, creating
video, sound, lighting and more? We’d love to have you on the
Sunday morning technology team. Please visit
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/technologyteam for more infornation.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DIGITAL MINISTRY
First Baptist Church uses software called Restream to provide live
streams of services on Facebook and YouTube. Analytics from
Restream show the following data:
Sept. 20
Duration: 1 hour 7 minutes
Average viewership: 48
Maximum views: 57
Total views: 205
58.3% watched on Facebook
41.7% watched on YouTube

Men’s Theology 101: ‘Doctrine For a Manly Life’

Sept. 13
Duration: 1 hour 10 minutes
Average viewership: 53
Maximum views: 65
Total views: 219
53.8% watched on YouTube
46.2% watched on Facebook

Other digital info

When David commissioned his son Solomon, he did not teach him
baseball, order him to get an attractive girlfriend, call him to keep a
clean lawn and fix his own plumbing…all of that stuff would come later,
I’m sure. But here is what David said in 1 Kings 2:2-3, “Be strong, and
show yourself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord your God,
Sept. 6
walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his
• Viewership is highest between 12-6
Duration: 1 hour 19 minutes
rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you
p.m. on Sundays, which shows most
Average viewership: 42
may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.” How are we to
folks are watching the service after it
Maximum views: 51
show this biblical manliness? We do this by knowing what we believe
has been live. The greatest hours in
Total views: 175
and setting first things first, and letting all else fall after. Men, we are
the
past
two
months
have
been
12-3
53.7% watched on YouTube
called to bold, firm, courageous doctrine to lead lives worth living. Do
p.m.
46.3% watched on Facebook
____________________________________________ you want to be strengthened in what you believe? Or perhaps let God
break off that stuff that isn’t quite biblical — start from scratch and let
God build the man?
We are starting a new discussion group for men this October, where
we will, twice-a-month, examine a doctrine from God’s Word. We will
sit together and discuss (and argue like men) where this doctrine fits
into our life, how it shapes other things we believe, and how we live
this out in our families, friendships, work, and so on. We will begin this
group by working through the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith,
available for free or in updated plain English through founders.org. If
you would like to learn more about this group and how to get involved,
even participate through an online message board, please contact
The Berean Adult Bible Fellowship Sunday School class resumed in-person in chris.osterbrock@firstbaptisthamilton.org.
• On average, more folks view the
Sunday Worship service on YouTube.
The link is always available on our
website at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org

early September. Attendees are sitting socially distanced in Room 200 at the
church and wearing facial coverings.

— Chris Osterbrock, associate pastor/youth

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Matthew 25: Ministries annual run/walk
The annual Hunger 5K for Matthew 25: Ministries will be virtual this
year because of the pandemic. Run/walk your own 5K anywhere from
Nov. 1-7, 2020.
From M25M:
The Hunger 5K is a fun, family-friendly way for people of all ages to
help those in need. Proceeds benefit Matthew 25: Ministries’ work
with the poorest of the poor and disaster victims in Greater Cincinnati,
throughout the U.S., and around the world. The race also kicks off the
Hunger 5K Food Drive, which raises food products for local pantries
and shelters.
Since the race began, more than 1 million pounds of food have been
distributed to people in need in Greater Cincinnati.
This year, the Hunger 5K will be virtual, meaning you can run or walk
the distance of a 5K at any location and time during the designated
dates that you’d like. You can even complete the event on a treadmill.
Please be sure to obey all pedestrian safety and public health orders
and guidelines while you participate.
Sleep in, then complete the run/walk, and share your photos on social
media using the hashtag #H5K.
More details: https://m25m.org/event/virtualhunger5k

American Baptist Women
continue to give during pandemic
First Baptist Church’s AB Women’s Circle has continued to give
to others even though it has not met throughout the COVID-19
pandemic. It has sent a number of new layettes to missionaries
serving oversees in addition to giving money to Serve City, a local
food pantry, from the group’s treasury. Members of the ABW
Circle will get information from leaders when the group is ready to
meet in-person again.

Shoeboxes to fill for children in need
are available in October
First Baptist Church of Hamilton is a regional shoebox collection site
for Operation Christmas Child through Samaritan's Purse. If you need
to speak to someone at the church regarding drop-off, please call
organizer Nancy Whipple at (513) 255-7783.
FBC Hamilton is seeking large-quantity donations of items to put
inside its own shoeboxes before they are distributed to attendees and
members to complete. Bring items to the church by Sept. 30. Items
may include school supplies, small toys, toothbrushes, stickers, other
non-perishable goods, etc.

____________________________________________________

Need immediate prayer?
Here’s how to make an urgent request

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 4: Operation Christmas Child kick-off at First Baptist Church, for
attendees and members. Pick up a box at a table in the family center
building lobby between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Each box has a few items
inside already to help folks get started.
Nov. 15: Dedication of shoeboxes during the worship services at FBC
Nov. 16-23: Collection week for all others to bring boxes to FBC
We need volunteers for collection week!
Are you available to help collect shoeboxes from those who bring them
to the church? Some groups bring hundreds of boxes and others bring
a few. We need to cover several collection hours from Nov. 16-23.
Please see Nancy Whipple if you are able to help. A sign-up sheet will
circulate at church and be online in November.
You may fill a box online this year! Visit firstbaptisthamilton.org/
shoebox for details. There is a $25 fee for filling online.

First Baptist Church has a “OneCall” prayer chain that is used
for emergent prayer needs. The phone call is designed to be an
immediate request to church members who have signed up to
receive the calls. FBC member Carol Howard graciously
volunteers her time and phone number to take requests and send
them out on OneCall. If you are not receiving prayer request calls
and would like to, please notify the church office.
If you have an urgent request, Carol may be reached at (513)
887-9415.
Another way to request prayer at FBCH is to submit a request
for the weekly prayer list. This list is emailed to those who have
signed up to receive it. It is also printed and made available when
we have Wednesday evening Bible Study in the building. The list
is also mailed or delivered to our shut-ins (those who are
physically unable to attend services at the church). To make a
request for the list, visit firstbaptisthamilton.org/contact, call the
church or email the office at info@firstbaptisthamilton.org. We do
ask that you keep us updated with information after the request is
made.

________________________________________________________________________
BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 1
Ellie Dinger
Sandy Keller
Tom Thomas
Oct. 2
Eva Miller

Oct. 8
Thomas Ellison

Oct. 16
Cooper Chaney

Oct. 27
Bob Laubenstein

Oct. 9
Evelyn Simpson
Doug Willis

Oct. 17
Hannah Imhoff
Ann Owen
Madge Walters

Oct. 28
Marilyn Bowling
Tia Durbin

Oct. 4
Maria Miller

Oct. 10
Kalynne
Schuermann

Oct. 5
Steven Click
Lennox Jenkins

Oct. 11
Bob Stanger Jr.
Alyssa Witmer

Oct. 6
Emma Ellison
Andrew Sommers

Oct. 12
Cheryl Motzer

Oct. 7
Connie Smith

Oct. 14
Danny Acton Jr.
Dick Ammon
Tom Farris

Oct. 18
Hannah Overholts
Oct. 20
Brenda Gabbard
Lori Huff
Rocco Milazzo
Oct. 23
Sydney Wilson
Oct. 26
Pat Miller

Oct. 29
Linda Gibbs
Oct. 31
Steve Roach
Note: If you do not
see your birthday it
is simply because
we don’t have it on
file and are
unaware. Please
email or call the
office to provide it to
the church.

OCTOBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

27

28

29

30

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9:30a Ladies Bible Study

4

5

6

9:15a Berean SS class
9:30a Sermon on radio
10:30a First Kids
Worship Service
7p Bible Study online

7
6p First Students
7p Bible Study online

8

9

10

16

17

5:30p Trustees

Operation Christmas
Child kick-off

11

12

13

9:15a Berean SS class
9:30a Sermon on radio
10:30a First Kids
Worship Service
11:45a Missions
7p Bible Study online

18

9:15a Berean SS class
9:30a Sermon on radio
10:30a First Kids
Worship Service
7p Bible Study online

15

6p First Students
7p Bible Study online

19

20

9:15a Berean SS class
9:30a Sermon on radio
10:30a First Kids
Worship Service
11:45a CE Board
Deaconesses
7p Bible Study online

25

14

21

9:30a Ladies Bible Study

22

23

24

29

30

31

6p First Students
7p Bible Study online

26
6p Cabinet

27

28
7p Bible Study online

6p Trunk-or Treat

FIRST KIDS
Questions about God
to ask your children
When your child asks questions, they are taking active roles in
their own learning. They are trying to figure out how their world
works by seeking information. Also asking questions helps to
develop critical thinking skills that build brain power. Asking
questions is also an important form of communication. Children
seek out a knowledgeable person and request information that they
need or want.
When children ask questions, it shows how important strong
relationships are in helping them to learn and grow. Children turn to
the people they love and trust to help them learn.
Bearing that in mind, here are some question ideas to ask your
kids about God. It's really eyeopening to see what they say, my own
kids had some insightful answers and it allowed us to talk about
who God really is and how much He loves us! I hope that these
questions will lead to more conversations about God with your
children and also give them opportunities to ask their own
questions.
Do you think God has a favorite animal?
Why do you think that God made the moon?
What do you think Adam, Eve and God talked about in the Garden
of Eden?
Are you glad God made carrots and broccoli?
A thousand years ago, did God know when your birthday would be?
What do you think Jesus liked to play when He was your age?
When we have a feast in heaven with Jesus, what do you hope we
eat?
What's a question you would like to ask God?
Who from the Bible do you want to meet in heaven?
Do you think Jesus liked to go to birthday parties?
Feel free to share some of their answers in our closed Facebook
group - I would love to hear what your kids say!
— Claire Metzger, director of children’s ministries
claire.metzger@firstbaptisthamilton.org

Volunteer opportunity for youth in grades 7-12
First Students Ministry has enjoyed meeting together in the gym
over the last couple months, but we are so ready to move back into
our new rooms in the lower level! During the next month we will be
bringing our furniture and ourselves back into the student wing
downstairs. We continue to meet each Wednesday and even
helped to put Operation Christmas Child boxes together as we
closed out September. As we move downstairs our joy will be
getting our group back into a real, healthy routine. This means
organized worship, small group break-outs, and activities.
Our students are asked to volunteer to help at this year’s Trunk-orTreat event on Oct. 30th. If you have or know of a student who can
dress up and hang out with us, then send them our way. Church is
still happening! Praise God, He does not change with whatever
virus rears its ugly head. God is Good and He is Good, First
Students can experience this God every Wednesday from 6-7 p.m.!
— Chris Osterbrock, associate pastor/youth
______________________________________________________

Find FSM on social media!
Instagram:
fbch_students

Facebook:
facebook.com/firststudentsFBCH
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome

Fall!

THANK YOU
From Sue Gambrell-Peace
Thank you First Baptist Church family. Coming home after 17
days in isolation at Fort Hamilton Hospital doing battle with
COVID-19 and pneumonia, the power of prayers was so
wonderfully evident. Thank you for your love and support of my
daughters Mandy and Molly and granddaughter Ceci. And thank
you Tabitha Ministries for the beautiful quilt! The FBC family has
always been special to me since 1965 when I married into the
Gambrell family at the church on Court Street.
From Nella Hurst
Good news. I am doing much better with treatments. The doctor
feels my body is handling side effects well and my positive
attitude and joy have carried me through lots of difficult days. I so
love my friends and prayer warriors — you have carried me so
many days with your strength and power of prayer. We all know
who the Great Physician is and experience His power in so many
ways. God bless each of you! I pray for our church daily and
especially our staff as they make hard decisions for all of us daily!
____________________________________________________

Ladies Bible Study meets on Fridays
One of the ladies Bible studies at
First Baptist Church has resumed
meeting in-person. All women, any
age, are welcome to join the group.
There is no cost. The group is
watching Ray VanderLaan's video,
The Mission of Jesus, then having
a good time of sharing. It meets in
at the church, socially distanced
and wearing masks. All are
welcome to attend Oct. 2 & 16 and
Nov. 6 & 20. Mary Brown is leading
with insights and challenging
thoughts. Contact Mary or Diana
Bueker for more information.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MORE BIBLE READINGS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: FIRSTBAPTISTHAMILTON.ORG. CLICK “RESOURCES” AND “BLOG.”

