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From the desk of Pastor Chris

God’s Glorified Church
God displays His glory on Earth through His church. That is
a fact of Scripture, but is it a reality for us? We are using
Mark Dever’s famous sentence, “The church is a display of
God’s glory,” as a launching pad as we move forward in our
church. Getting things back in order isn’t the goal, rather, we
are using this month to reframe our minds back further than
the pandemic, back to the first church. What about our
Christian practice can we trace back to the time of Paul and
the early church?
The church is and always has been (since that first family
outside of Eden) “God’s instrument for bringing both the
gospel to the nations and a great host of redeemed humanity
to himself” (1). Therefore, great expectations are placed
upon us as we align ourselves with other believers under the
name: Church. How does the church display the glorious
gospel of God? In the days following Eden, this display
looked very much like submission to God’s revealed law
while simultaneously anticipating God’s promise of
redemption. Being the church includes a lifestyle that points
toward a promise fulfilled—if the gospel is applied to us then
we will display serious implications of its work within us.
A glorified family
This lifestyle did not change with the fulfillment of the gospel
promise. Rather, it grew exponentially. At the very beginning
of Christ’s church on earth, the first groups of Christians
evidenced a sudden shift in their priority—not only for
Sunday mornings, but for life. As born-again believers they
fundamentally changed who they were. Empowered by the
gospel they sought for God to dictate their priorities. Not only
did the family-mentality of the local church supersede the
hobbies and time-investments of life, but early Christians did
not distinguish between commitment to God and
commitment to God’s family (2). Just like when Jesus said,
those who place faith in me are my mothers, sisters, and

brothers (Mark 3:35).
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century (just as
baptism by immersion made sense to them). Coming to the
church building is an expectation because it is a union of
God’s prioritized family.
The fruit of all we do ought to be for the advancement of
God’s kingdom on earth—of growing the family of Christ. All
the decisions we make, all the conversations we have, all
the conflict we resolve, the habits we form, and the chains
we break must be for the glory of God to be displayed within
the local church body (3).
The glory of applied Scripture
The church is marked by a devotion for the Scripture, not
simply to make us feel good on earth, but to point us toward
a trajectory… of our joy in heaven at seeing Christ glorified
(Acts 2:42–47 & Colossians 3:1–4). This shapes how we
function in worship and precisely how our church conducts,
leads, demonstrates worship in our Sunday service, as well
as whenever else the body meets under Christ. Those
shepherding the flock at any given time are to resign
themselves to precisely what God has divinely revealed for
the church.
Sometimes this is difficult, as in matters of who has the
spiritual headship in the church and in the family. Or it is
difficult because it feels restraining, as in our worship,
church governance, what we say in the service, or how we
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practice baptism and the Lord’s Supper. But God is not asking
us to help him, he is telling us exactly how we are to conduct
ourselves as a family and worship him. This requires a unified
devotion to his teaching. If we are not pointing people to the
Word of God, then we are not pointing people to true salvation
or true spiritual edification. And FBC, we want people to grow
closer to the one they are called to worship! Good brothers
and sisters seek to please their parents, and more importantly,
they seek to do so in unity.
God’s glorified church is one that is pure according to
Scripture. Do those outside of our church recognize us as
people living according to this book? Do others recognize a
particular lifestyle and family sense about us? Am I able
submissive to a brother or sister who wants to correct, rebuke,
and encourage me under Scripture? Am I willing to do so to
another brother or sister for the care of Christ’s flock? How
well we apply Scripture is determinable by how well our
attitudes seek for Christ’s glory among our membership. God
has chosen that the church be the body particularly on
Sunday assemblies, a beautiful carry-over from the fourth
commandment. In this exercise of meeting together under the
preached Word, we then stir one another up for application,
and of course prayer and singing together.
“That they may know Him”
The entire purpose of church is to display God’s glory to a
dark world in need of repentance. The first order is to be a
church bustling for the work of repentance and faith, which
only comes by the Holy Spirit…who has chosen that the
means of being born again comes only through the Word
preached, taught, and prayed. We are a family of believers
prioritizing the worship of Almighty God before the community
of Hamilton, that they may know Him. Let’s sum this up with a
return to Dever’s excellent analysis (4): “So how do we display
God’s glory? By organizing our churches after the pattern He
has shown us in His Word. By living for Him, with a life of
holiness, unity, and love. This is what the church is devoted to.
Are you?” Devotion to the church starts by being with one
another under the Word. I pray to meet you there.
In the Joy of Christ,
Pastor Chris
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Mark Dever, The Church: The Gospel Made Visible, xi.
Joseph H. Hellerman, When the Church was a Family, 73.
Mark Dever, The Church: The Gospel Made Visible, 51.
Mark Dever, A Display of God’s Glory, 84.

Grillout & Lifeline on Wed., Sept. 1
Join us Wednesday nights for time in the Word. See a list
of groups for all ages on Pages 8-9. Most groups begin at
6:30 p.m. We will celebrate the launch of Wednesday
programming with a grillout at 6 p.m. Sept. 1! Bring a side
dish or dessert to share and your own beverages.
_______________________________________________

Join our church choir!
Wasn’t it great to hear the choir singing at Pastor Dan’s
retirement service? That was the first time the choir
members have sung together in more than 16 months. What
a blessing for us to sing again at such a special occasion!
Choir will resume rehearsals after Lifeline groups on
Wednesday evenings in the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. We’ll
have a busy fall as we will be singing at the Traditional
Sunday morning service and then performing a new
Christmas Cantata in early December.
If you’ve ever had a dream of singing — come join us. You
won’t even have to go through an audition! Just come on
Wednesday evenings or see Laurin if you have any
questions. More singers are always welcome!
We have been asked to sing on Back To Church Sunday on
Aug. 29, so we will have rehearsal on Aug. 25.
— Laurin Sprague, choir director
________________________________________________

How to donate online
First Baptist uses the online
donation vendor Church Center,
which is through our worship
organization software, Planning
Center. Visit
fbchamilton.churchcenter.com and
setup regular giving. Remember to
choose bank account (ACH)
because fees have dropped from
.55 cents to .25 cents. Choose to pay the fee if you would
like.
Having trouble? Check to make sure your ad pop-up blocker
is off or try a different internet browser.
There is also an app for giving. it is called "Church Center"
at the app store. Choose our church and go through the
steps to setup. If you have questions, contact the church
office at (513) 868-1412.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
An update on our journey in The Gospel Project
Wow! The month of September 2021 marks two years that the entire church has followed “The Gospel Project.” This journey
has been amazing! We have followed TGP in Sunday School classes, in Bible Study groups, in Sunday morning worship
services and in our community groups and homes. We’re chronologically reading the Word with TGP as our guide.
As we move into fall of 2021, we will continue to follow TGP in Sunday School and educational classes. For Sunday Worship
services we will be moving more around the Bible. This November, Pastor Chris Osterbrock will preach on the topic of giving in
all ways. We will have some extra activities to go with the sermon topic and can’t wait to see the whole church get involved. If
you have any questions, please see Pastor Chris or a church deacon.

MISSIONS
Missionaries to speak at First Baptist
in September and October
First Baptist Church of Hamilton will soon host two couples
who serve with International Ministries. Mark your calendar
to hear from them! They will speak at the 10 o’clock hour,
between Sunday worship hours, and we’ll pray with them in
the services.
Sept. 19
Aaron and Valerie Osterbrock, Malaysia
Oct. 17
Taku and Katie Longkumer, India
________________________________________________

FBC gives funds to ABC Ohio for assisting other
churches during pandemic
Along with our yearly support of many international
missionaries and local mission projects, we recently donated
$10,000 to the American Baptist Churches of Ohio to provide
COVID-19 pandemic assistance to Ohio ABC churches. We
are also supporting two missionaries, Sydney and Eli Pierra,
who have branched out from Hope Unlimited in Brazil, with
$5,000 toward the purchase of a van to help transport Hope
Unlimited graduates.They were with our First Baptist folks on
the Brazil mission trip two years ago. At our August missions
board meeting, we were able to listen to a voice message
from Sydney expressing disbelief, then joy and praise to God
for our contribution.
________________________________________________

Bible Book of the Month ..................……. Amos
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the AB Women’s
Ministries (national) and is from abwomensministries.org.
______________________________________________________

AB Women’s Ministries celebrates 70 years
The national American Baptist Women’s Ministries
will celebrate 70 years wirh an online event. “Iron Sharpens
Iron” is scheduled for 6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 19 and may be
accessed through the website abwomensministries.org. The
keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. Pamela R. Durso, who is the
11th president of Central Seminary in Shawnee, Kansas.
She was executive director of Baptist Women in Ministry
from July 2009 to June 2020.

All women invited to join American Baptist Women
as it regathers in September
Our American Baptist Women’s Circle will meet at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 21 in the library at First Baptist Church.
(Please note that this is the third Tuesday of the month
instead of our usual second Tuesday.) It will be great to be
together again for fellowship, service and prayer. During our
Covid-19 hiatus we were still able to provide two Serve City
Meals, support or scholarship student and assemble baby
layettes. At our upcoming meeting we will catch up on the
activities of some of our missionaries, plan our service
projects for the year and update our current directories. All
women of the church are invited to attend and join us in His
service.
— Nancy Whipple, ABW chairperson

____________________________________________
FBC to be recognized for
Operation Christmas Child efforts
Our church has faithfully served as the area’s collection
center for shoeboxes for the past 5 years. We will be
recognized for this by a visit from the regional director on
Sunday, Oct. 10, which will be our project kick off day. You
can pick up a box that day filled with a few starter items or
you might choose to fill a box online or make donations to
help others fill their boxes.
In 2020, more than 9.1 million shoebox gifts were collected
worldwide and Samaritan’s Purse’s goal this year is to reach
9.7 million children. Take this opportunity to provide a
tangible expression of God’s love and share the Good News
of Jesus Christ, the greatest gift. This is also a wonderful
opportunity to have your children and grandchildren shop for
others and experience the joy of giving. Boxes can be filled
with toys, hygiene items, school supplies, tee shirts,
socks,deflated soccer balls and pumps, plastic cups or
bowls, etc. NO candy or toothpaste. We will be providing a
toothbrush and holder and a bar of soap and soap dish for
each box plus several other items. Don’t forget to include a
$9 donation per shoebox to cover processing, shipping, and
“The Greatest Gift “ booklets which provide a 12 lesson
discipleship program.
Collection week is Nov. 15-22. Many volunteers are needed
that week, as we collect and process close to 3,500 boxes.
The joy of giving will provide your family and children around
the world with the merriest of Christmases and with the
opportunity of knowing Christ’s love.
Further information and updates will be forthcoming. Please
contact Nancy Whipple with any questions or concerns.

FIRST KIDS
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS — LIFELINE

Secrets of the Ancient Scrolls is an archeology-themed series that will take kids on a fun, interactive adventure where they learn
about this ancient collection of books that is as alive and active and helpful today as the day they were written! They'll meet
Digger Doug, laugh at Whyit, play crazy games and dive into their Bibles as they learn why the Bible is such an incredible book!
The first four lessons introduce them to the Bible. The next four lessons help them start having a daily quiet time with God using
the Bible as their guide for drawing closer to their creator. This is for children in preschool through 6th grade. We will have
childcare for babies and toddlers for any adult that attends Wednesday evening groups.
On September 1, 2021, join us as we launch Lifeline across our entire church
and have First Kids classes for all children preschool through 6th grade.
We have many teachers and they have worked hard to get their classrooms and lessons ready!
Nursery care for babies is available to parents who stay to attend a Wednesday group.
Director of Family & Children’s Ministries
Claire Metzger
clair.metzger@firstbaptisthamilton.org | (513) 907-4375

FIRST KIDS
Open Gym for Preschoolers & Parents
Starting on Sept. 9, we will have an open gym preschool
playgroup time from 10 a.m. until noon each Thursday. This
is a place where preschoolers can come and play with other
children and adults can grab a coffee and chat! This is a
FREE ministry but will not be a drop-off event. See Claire
Metzger if you plan to attend or may have questions.

First Kids Sunday School
We are restarting our First Kids Sunday School classes on
Sept. 5, 2021. (We will still have First Kids activities on
Sunday, Aug. 29.) All of the children’s classes will be
downstairs, with childcare for toddlers and babies upstairs.
Each class is using the STRONG curriculum from Regular
Baptist Press. This material helps students to learn that
God is their creator and that He loves and helps them, with
age appropriate material and challenges! Watch out for
introduction of Sunday School teachers online!

More about First Kids:
firstbaptisthamilton.org/firstkids
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Introducing the FBC ‘GLAMmas’!

We’re excited to announce that we have a cradle ministry starting at FBC! We have some ladies who will be our GLAMmas
(sounds like “grandmas”) who will help stay in touch with mothers-to-be and new mothers and also organize the toddler and
nursery care for the second service!

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Adopt-A-Child program continues
Just a reminder to those who “adopted” a First Kids
child to pray over and send small gifts to
throughout the year should continue doing so
through December. (Did you get yours a back-toschool card or gift?) In January, the church will
relaunch this popular program, and folks may rejoin
and possibly be assigned new children. If you
weren’t already involved in this program you will
have the opportunity to join next year. Questions?
See Claire Metzger.

LIFELINE ANNOUNCEMENT
Intro to Spiritual Disciplines class launches on Wednesdays
What are personal spiritual disciplines? Sometimes we refer to them as “means of grace.” These are our excercies God has
gifted us in order to grow to know him more. Spiritual disciplines include prayer, biblical meditation, worship, journaling, fasting,
etc. Are you struggling to find how to grow deeper in your spirituality? Perhaps you are well-versed in spiritual disciplines but
want some encouragement. This 8-week class is designed to teach you the basics of biblical spirituality and encourage our
church to use the gifts God has given us in knowing and growing in him. Join us each week Wednesday evenings from
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 201. ~ Pastor Chris Osterbrock

MOPS & MOMSNEXT 2021-22

Moms to gather monthly for MOPS & MOMSnext
The Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) and MOMSnext (through age 18) will begin gathering again on Sept. 21, 2021. We will
meet from 7-9 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month through June 2022. Our gatherings include food, adult crafts, guest
speakers, fellowship and more. No childcare is avalable. The cost is $7 per person (free to those who are first-timers). Bring
your mom friends!

MOPS & MOMSnext Family Picnic Event
6-7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10

What is MOPS & MOMSnext?
MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers and is for moms
with children from infancy through kindergarten. We are a
community of women from all stages and walks of life that
meet together to relax, have fun and build meaningful
relationships. MOPS exists for every mom and strives to
provide a caring atmosphere where women can come to
experience God's love, share the triumphs and struggles of
motherhood, and continue to learn to be the best mom they
can be.
MOMSnext is an open and accepting place for all mothers of
school-aged kids to come, just as they are, to experience
authentic community, personal growth, practical help, and
spiritual hope. MOMSnext will encourage, equip, and develop
moms in the next phase of mothering.

Bring your whole family to our kick-off gathering! We’ll gather
in the lower level parking lot for a picnic. Food and
beverages provided … bring a lawn chair for anyone who
plans to sit. The playground will be open for the kiddos.

ADULTS

Women’s Bible Study on Fridays
begins again Sept. 10
All women of First Baptist Church are invited to a Friday morning Bible
Study. We have been chosen to do ministry in our church, in our
community, and in our families. But how does this happen, and why?
We are loved and chosen by Jesus because He loves us! We belong
to the family of God because Jesus invites us. He promises us eternal
life with Him. We will study His promises from the Old Testament and
the New.
Join us for our study, The Chosen, every Friday morning, beginning
Sept. 10th, at 9:30 a.m. We will watch a short video, have discussion
and prayer. There is a workbook available for $15. See Diana Bueker
or Mary Brown. Mary will be our leader, and we will meet in Room 200.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who are the Keenagers?
First Baptist Church has a ministry for the older adults and
it is called the Keenagers. The group was founded by Doris
and J.B. Holloway in the 1970s. (Holloway Park, at the
bottom of our church hill, is named after them). The group
was designed as a fun time for folks to enjoy group
activities. Many have asked if there is an age limit to the
Keenagers. Do I have to be retired? Do I have to be a
member of FBC? The answer is that Keenager activities
usually occur in the daytime, so to enjoy them you need to
be available for daytime involvement. The group generally
has older adults because of that.
Our outings include events such as Cincinnati Reds games,
going out for breakfast, LaComedia Dinner Theatre shows

(food, again!), Krohn Conservatory, lunches, Union
Terminal, stop for lunch, Cincinnati Sign Museum, out to
eat, Garver Farm Market, breakfast at Bob Evans on the
way, movies and game days at the church, popcorn, snacks
and pizza provided. I think you get the idea. Feed them,
and they will come!
This group provides an opportunity for folks to do and enjoy
things they couldn’t do on their own. So anyone of any age,
if this sounds like you, come join us. Just speak to Marjorie
and Bill Corley or my wife Janet and I, or call/email the
church, and we will get you involved.
— Dave Hazelwood

GROUPS & SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
SUNDAYS
9 a.m.
Legacy Builders Sunday School; Meets on Zoom
Room 207 - Nursery, infants
Room 107 - Children up to 6th grade
Sanctuary - Traditional Worship Service
10:15-10:50 a.m., Upper Level
Room 200 - Berean Bible Fellowship
Room 201 - Legacy Builders (will return to in-person gatherings soon; meets online)
Room 203 - Unnamed Sunday School class led by Stan Brown
Room 205 - Ladies of Tirzah
Room 206 - Toddlers
Room 207 - Nursery, infants
Tech office - Modern Service Worship Rehearsal (former chapel)
10:15-10:50 a.m., Lower Level (children check-in at lower level doors)
Room 101 - 3 year-olds, going to Kindergarten in 2023
Room 102 - Pre-K and Kindergarten, going to Kindergarten in 2021 & 2022
Rooms 103 & 104 - Primary, 1-2 grades
Rooms 105 & 106 - Middler, 3-6 grades
Room 109-110 - Senior High Boys, 9-12 grades
Room 111 - 7-8 Grade Girls
Room 112 - Senior High Girls, 9-12 grades
Room 113 - 7-8 Grade Boys
11 a.m.
Room 102 - Pre-K and Kindergarten, going to Kindergarten in 2021 & 2022
Room 107 - Children up to 6th grade start here, then 5th- & 6th-graders go to 105-106
Room 207 - Nursery, infants
Sanctuary - Modern Worship Service
6 p.m.
Room 200 - Evening Worship Service
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Security Team in place on Sundays and Wednesdays
Technology Team volunteers on Sundays
Nursery care is available to parents and guardians who attend groups and classes; must stay in building

GROUPS & SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
TUESDAYS
Room 201 - Men's Bible Study @ 7:30 a.m. (every other week, message the church for dates)
Room 204 - Tabitha Ministry (sewing)
Library - AB Women, every second Tuesday after the initial meeting; kicks off Sept. 21 @ 10:30 a.m.
Gym - MOPS/MOMSnext, every third Tuesday beginning Sept. 21 @ 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS - LIFELINE
All children newborn through 6th grade check in at the lower-level doors
6 p.m.
Room 100 - CREW.0 Youth Group, 7-12 grades
6:30 p.m.
Room 101 - 3 year-olds, going to Kindergarten in 2023
Room 102 - Pre-K and Kindergarten, going to Kindergarten in 2021 & 2022
Rooms 103 & 104 - Primary Elementary, 1-2 grades
Rooms 105 & 106 - Junior Elementary, 3-6 grades
Room 107 - All children Pre-K through 6th grade begin in this room, then split to other classrooms
Room 200 - Bible Study & Prayer (all ages welcome)
Room 201 - Intro to Spiritual Disciplines (all ages welcome)
Library - Ladies Bible Study (all ages welcome)
Sanctuary - Traditional Worship Service Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Sanctuary - Adult Choir
8 p.m.
Gym - Basketball for men
THURSDAYS
10 a.m.
Gym - Playgroup for preschoolers and their guardians
FRIDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Room 200 - Women's Bible Study, every Friday beginning Sept. 10

This schedule is available on our website: firstbaptisthamilton.org/groups

YOUTH (GRADES 7-12)
From Josh’s desk

Commitment
The following is written by Interim Youth Director Josh Braun.
Hebrews 10:24-25: “And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
I would like to preface this article with the statement that I
am not professionally trained in biblical studies. Greater men
and women than I have put pen, and typed letter, to the paper
which makes up this monthly newsletter and I hold to no
illusions about my comparison to them in any way. I don’t
have any special insight or some mystical ability to cast a light
on some cobbled together verses from the nether regions of
the bible which would result in some sort of deep revelation, I
simply have a challenge for you. I would like to start with an
introduction about this 3-part series I will be writing for the
next three monthly newsletters. For whatever reason, as I
was considering and praying on what to write, the core values
of the Marine Corps came to mind. For those who are
unaware, the Marine Corps has three core values: Those of
honor, courage, and commitment. As I began to see a
possible series unfold, it seemed the Lord was helping lay out
the template before me as well as helping me put into words
what he’d have me to say. This first month I would like to
begin with commitment as it’s relevancy to our back to church
theme.
In the Marine Corps it is beat, literally sometimes, into your
head that commitment requires a spirit of determination and
dedication. This dedication to commitment leads to the
highest form of discipline for each individual Marine as well as
that Marine’s unit. It enables constant dedication to the Corps
and to the country and inspires the unrelenting determination
to achieve victory in every and all endeavors. It makes each
Marine, Unit, Battalion, and Regiment that much more combat
effective. This is the level of commitment the Marine Corps
requires of its Marines. Commitment leads to pattern forming
daily habits which practiced enough lead to lifestyle forming
habits. I often think of this word and what it means when I
read about the early church in the Bible. In an inhospitable
world in which Christianity was very much the counter-culture,
the early church was charged to be committed to each other
and to the spreading the Gospel. A phrase that I believe
encapsulates the idea of what their level of commitment was
to the body of Christ as well as each other could be summed
up well from our own Declaration of Independence in which
each signee mutually pledged to each other “Our Lives, Our
Fortunes, And Our Sacred Honor.” I think of how the early
church must have been and how we have seemed to have
forgotten the importance of commitment beyond the
superficial layer of our faith. Are we committed to Christ, the
church, and to each other in a that we are willing to mutually
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor?
It is my opinion many of the outgrowths of our current culture
wars are because of the failure of us as believers to address
needs within our own community. We, Christians, have

abdicated many areas of our positions of influence because
the body of Christ and our commitment to the mission of
Christ is second to our own lives, hobbies, and self-interests.
In other words, selfishness. We make our schedules around
our work and our recreation instead of marking our calendars
around our church and spiritual lives’. How many 20 and/or
30-somethings are out of the church completely now because
when they graduated their home church there was no effort
made to reach out, keep them engaged, or show any sign of
the slightest amount of care or concern towards them or their
continued spiritual growth? We wipe our hands clean and pat
ourselves on the back and sleep well at night knowing we did
just enough. Is that what Christ gave, just enough?
I had the unique experience to visit HOPE mountain in
Brazil a few years ago with other members of FBC. What we
found there was truly the church at work in all aspects of it’s
members lives. Not only was HOPE mountain providing a
safe place for orphaned and abandoned teens to live and as
a worship space for the local community but they were also
teaching technical skills and offering work-style programming
for individuals to further their careers and educations. Talk
about a church’s commitment to it’s members and the
surrounding community! But that wasn’t all, as we were out
walking in the city one night a young man came up to us and
gave our hosts a hug and thanked him for the opportunity the
work program had provided for him. He went from the streets
to a successful job with 3M and was still constantly being
engaged by those at HOPE mountain checking in on him and
staying a committed force in his life. Why can we not be
committed to each other in some of these ways? Imagine the
ways in which we could glorify the Lord if we got the BEST of
each of us to be used through our outreach, our teaching, our
worship, and our programming instead of what was left in the
tank after the work week. 1 Peter 4:10
This is my challenge to you. As we move forward with
coming back to church my challenge is, are you FULLY
committed to the spreading of the Gospel and to furthering
the kingdom? Are you committed to giving your best in order
to further His kingdom? Are we as a church committed to
helping those within our congregation grow and thrive in their
jobs, families, and faith? That is not a typo, I mean exactly
what I wrote. Are we providing support beyond the sermon for
the faith of our members? Do we care about the children of
the members of our church? Do we care whether or not they
become strong christians so that when they grow and mature
they can be warriors in the army of the Lord against the army
of Satan and raise strong christian families of their own? Are
we giving our children the tools of the Bible they need to fight
against the ideas that come against them from the enemy
and society at school and on social media? I think it is
amazing the work we are able to do as missions, praise God,
but we also have a lot of hurting and broken members within
our own church, are we committed just as much to helping
them? Are we committed to helping disciple those younger
Continued on the next page

YOUTH (GRADES 7-12)
Continued from the previous page

we all examine our lives and honestly answer whether we are
FULLY committed to the Lord, to each other, and to the
spreading of His kingdom with this church. Is church
something you do when you have nothing else going on, or
do you pencil in vacations, hobbies, activities AROUND
church giving it a concerted effort? (definitely understand
sometimes one needs to spend a weekend on the lake!)
In closing, we are living in some very tumultuous times. I
think of what’s going on in Afghanistan and of the members of
our church who served there, my older brother being one of
them, and I can’t help but once again think of this word:
commitment, and what the fallout looks like when that
commitment is not fully realized be it on the personal or the
International level. Unfulfilled commitments always lead to
suffering. The older I get, the more I understand that faith in
ANYTHING other than the Lord will eventually let me down
and only provides a fleeting sense of comfort. The Bible is
very clear that our allegiance is to Christ alone. Not to one
man, woman, military, or nation. Are we committed to that?
You are all my brothers and sisters and in an ever darkening
world, we need to stand firm in our faith and our commitment
to one another as well as to Christ together. I want to see you
all succeed and thrive not only in your faith but in your
families and professions as well so that we all may shine
brighter for our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:21-26

than us to grow in their faith or would we rather not spend our
weekends and weeknights pouring into our brothers and
sisters at First Baptist Church. Spoiler: It is ALWAYS going
to be a sacrifice for you to commit that kind of time to
someone else. There will NEVER be a season when it works
out perfectly and if you wait for that perfect timing I assure
you it will never come. This next question may seem a bit
controversial, but I’m only part-time so why not, could we not
find ways to help members with their finances or debts in a
biblical manner? If that hits a nerve let me ask you this, why?
We are all on the same team are we not? Do we all not want
every non-believer to come to Christ? Are we all not
committed to reaching the non-believers and growing in faith
with each other? If we cannot help our own brothers and
sisters at First Baptist, how can we expect to be examples of
Christ within the community? Do we help our members
network for jobs? Do we make sure we patronize the
businesses, offices, services of our members? Is it better to
hire someone outside the church to help with a house
renovation or someone within that is tithing a portion of that
money back to the church? Or to buy a gift for Christmas
from Walmart or large company that does not align with the
positions of the Bible as opposed to a business of a member
of our congregation who fights the same fight as us against
the enemy everyday furthering the kingdom of the Lord?
This is a challenging issue and these are challenging
Thank you for the opportunity to share some of the thoughts
questions. As I have edited, re-edited and continue to pour
of a simple, not-at-all-perfect in-any-of-the-ways-above,
over this, I don’t want the message you take away from this
layman with you.
to be that I am advocating we close our doors and focus on
our own members. That is not at all what I am trying to say in
Semper Fidelis,
this article and would absolutely be against everything that
the Great Commission would have us do. I’m simply asking
JB
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

New youth group name!

CREW.0
We are renaming our youth group “CREW.0”
(pronounced crew-point-oh). This is a nod to the
youth group of the 1990s and early 2000s that was
called “C.R.E.W.”, which stands for “Christ’s
Radically Empowered Witnesses.” The youth group
includes people who are in 7th-12th grade.
Our Bible verse theme is Acts 1:8, which was the
theme verse for C.R.E.W. back then.

“But the Holy Spirit will come upon you and
give you power. Then you will tell everyone
about me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in
Samaria, and everywhere in the world.”
Our new logo is still being designed but we should
have it in the next month or two. Be on the lookout
for that.

SUNDAY SCHOOL — 10 a.m. every Sunday
7-8 grade girls
Taught by Becky Simpson in Room 111
7-8 grade boys
Taught by Josh Braun and Mark Whipple in Room 113
J.D. Simpson assisting
9-12 grade girls
Taught by Linda Wallace in Room 112
9-12 grade boys
Taught by John Wallace and Larry Wallace in Room 110
J.D. Simpson assisting
LIFELINE — 6 to 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday
Meet in Room 100 for first half and then break out into small groups

Find out information about our youth group on our website at firstbaptisthamilton.org/students

SEPTEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

6p Grillout & Lifeline
Launch

5
Sunday activities
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

12

6

7

LABOR DAY
Office closed

13

Lifeline groups
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

14

Sunday activities
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

19

8

15
Lifeline groups
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

20

Sunday activities
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

21
10:30a AB Women
7p
MOPS

22
Lifeline groups
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

5:30p Trustees
10a Playgroup

16
10a Playgroup

23
10a Playgroup

9:30a Women’s
Bible Study
6p
MOPS picnic

17

18

9:30a Women’s
Bible Study

24

25

9:30a Women’s
Bible Study

10a Missionaries
visit
12:15p Board
meetings: Missions,
Deacons, Deaconi,
CE Board

26
Sunday activities
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

12:15p Membership
Class in Room 201

27

28

29
Lifeline groups
listed online at
firstbaptisthamilton
.org/groups

30
10a Playgroup

1

2

OTHER FBC NEWS
From Shon Morgan’s desk
Church technology progress update
and why we’re moving on from the radio broadcast
During the initial outbreak of Covid-19, We added a radio
broadcast as the church was shut-down and there were
some of us who didn’t have access to the internet, so we
could see our services that were being broadcast via
livestream on YouTube and Facebook. We have decided
since most have returned to church that by at the end of
August we will discontinue the radio broadcast. We do plan
to continue to livestream on YouTube and Facebook,
continually fine-tuning and upgrading the quality of this
programming. We will also be adding in place of our radio
broadcasting efforts, new audio and video podcasts. In this
day and age, podcasts are the new radio/tv programming.
We will be focusing on getting this out in multiple internetbased platforms.
I would also like to that everyone for their patience during
this whole ordeal and we have been proverbially building the
airplane as we’re flying in it. We’ve had to quickly move into
the digital 21st century as a much faster pace than we
expected. We have had some audio issues recently with our
livestreams as we have upgraded our cameras and
livestreaming software. I am happy to report as of this past
Sunday, Aug. 15, We have made quite a bit of progress in
the finetuning of this new system. Our goal is to always be
improving things to become more relevant.
It is very important that we bring our internet presence to a
new level in professionalism. In this new age of living with a
new virus around us, the internet is the way people are
looking for and eventually visiting churches. Most are not
going to visit churches until they have researched them
online to see what they are all about before ever setting foot
on our property. So our goal is to develop many new tools of
ministry, utilizing technology and the internet this fall. Keep
your eyes open for things that are coming soon this Fall.
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions,
Please feel free to contact Shon Morgan on his mobile
phone (720) 371-3271 or email him,
shon.morgan@firstbaptisthamilton.org.
________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATE!

Trunk-Or-Treat
6-7:30 p.m. Wed., Oct. 27
Theme: Glow With God!
More coming soon

September birthdays

Sept. 2
Jenny VanMeter
Eva Rae Wallace
Sept. 3
Pamela Howard
Claire Metzger (she’ll be 40!)
Cleta Paragin
Sept. 7
Kaitlyn Begley
Martha Griesinger
Sept. 8
Makayla Witmer
Sept. 9
Lisa Sprague
Sept. 10
Carolyn Gabbard
Aaron Osterbrock

Sept. 19
Constance Staarmann
Sept. 20
Karen Buchanan
Sept. 21
Hunter Day
Henry Griffin
Frank McClure
Sept. 22
Eden Ellison
Jan Smith
Sept. 24
Lilly Wallace
Sept. 25
Sandra Imhoff

Sept. 11
Lillian Simpson

Sept. 26
Nancy Follmer
Mandy Gambrell
Molly Gambrell

Sept. 13
Sarah Coots

Sept. 27
Evelyn Croucher

Sept. 14
Teene Campbell

Sept. 29
Blake Hendrickson
Megan Miller
Ruth Osterbrock

Sept. 15
Hailee Brown
Sept. 16
Martha Griffin
Barb Keith
Sept. 17
Brent Bowling
Carlie Day

Sept. 30
Carol Cassady
Chuck Russell
NOTE: Please call or email the
church if you do not see you or one
of your family members on our list
of birthdays. We do not intend to
overlook anyone but don’t realize it
unless you inform us.

THANK YOU
From Dan and Deb Clemens
Thank you with all my heart for the incredible retirement
day June 27! It has been my humble privilege to serve as
your pastor and I will always cherish our relationships. I
am overwhelmed by all of the cards, gifts, well wishes you
have given us. Thank you to all who contributed to the
generous check the church gave us upon our retirement
and for the generator presented to us at our retirement
dinner. The retirement dinner was amazing! I know Katie
and Mandy led the charge. Thank you! So many of you had
a part in the decorating, desserts and attending. The
program was so clever and fun. I have never had such a
loving send off from a congregation. Thank you. We are so
grateful and appreciative that we are permitted to continue
to worship and serve as members of FBC Hamilton in the
future. We are excited about what God will do in the next
chapter of this great congregation's ministry. Thank you,
thank you, thank you! We love you and you will always hold
a special place in our hearts!
From Pastor Chris Osterbrock
Emily and I are completely overwhelemed with how much
love and support our church has given to us, our girls and
our new little one Hadassah. Thank you from the bottom of
our hearts.
From Cathi Thomas
Chik fil A recently donated sandwiches for our United
Methodist Church Feed the Hungry lunch. Thanks to the
Corleys and the Gary Osterbrocks for heading up this
project, and to Chik Fil A for their generosity. Please
support them as a thank you for all of the ministry they do
through their donations. Also, thanks to Andrew Coots for
organizing and serving the lunch in May.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Peggy Avance
Waterford at Fairfield
1460 Corydale Drive Apt. 204
Fairfield, OH 45014
Andrew Garver
5937 S Backus Mall #1061
Mesa, AZ 85212
(513) 594-4159; agarver@asu.edu
Leslie and Terry May
3757 Longhorn Drive
Hamilton, OH 45013
Mike Moore
(513) 415-2893
Jerry and Nancy Muskopf
4670 Celadon Ave.
Fairfield, OH 45014
George and Susan Spears
843 Yorkhaven Road
Cincinnati, OH 45240
Amy Wallace (wedding to Kyle Nutter - name change 3901 Mack Road Apt. 87
Fairfield, OH 45014

on Aug. 28)

Jack and Judy Young
204 Wittman Way
Hamilton, OH 45013
(513) 330-5123
_______________________________________________

COLLEGE STUDENTS: We need your new address
so we can keep in touch! Please email it to
info@firstbaptisthamilton.org or text (513) 516-3135.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
The FBC office will be closed Sept. 6 for Labor Day.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAMILTON
1501 PYRAMID HILL BLVD.
HAMILTON, OH 45013

