From Daniel’s Den

The Last Word
As I prepare for my last month as your pastor, I get “The
Last Word…”
Being the Pastor of First Baptist Church Hamilton has been
a great honor and blessed experience for me. I was called
to be the Pastor on September 14, 2014. My first Sunday
was November 2, 2014. My last Sunday in the position of
Sr. Pastor will be June 27, 2021. I will continue to serve the
Lord and the church for years to come.
I have been reading the newsletter articles and annual
reports I have written since November 2014. I will write a
formal evaluation of our pastoral priorities, strengths,
needs, successes, and unfinished business in another
place. But here let me use some broad strokes to sum up
our time together.
In 2014 the congregation saw a need move toward a new
emphasis on ministry in the community; bringing children,
youth and younger families into the church; developing
younger leaderships; small group and discipleship ministry;
and caring for all of the family of FBC.
We have often looked to the writings of Thom Rainer’s over
the past years. His article “Five Stages of a Pastor’s
Ministry” (thomrainer.com/2013/10/five-stages-of-a-pastorsministry) caused me to look back at the last seven years
and I see this time falling into several phases. The first year
was spent to getting to know one another and to love and
trust each other. Year two was taking that relationship and
seeking God’s leading for a vision for the next steps and
direction for the next 3-5 years for the church’s ministry.
Years 3-5 we have been pursuing the vision by setting
goals to make the moves necessary to reach that vision.
And years 6-7 we have tried to find stability to consolidate
the vision and engrain it as the new culture of the church
family. FBC is obviously in this time of establishing the
identity to which the vision has led us. I would see us
repeating this cycle to continue to live in the prime of
ministry effectiveness.
In the pursuit of that vision in 2016 we were reading
together For a New Generation: A Practical Guide for
Revitalizing Your Church by Lee D. Kricher. With that book
a be a key challenge began to emerge. In the November
2016 newsletter I wrote that we must commit ourselves to
reach the next generation. We talked during that time about
the consistent command from God is to pass the baton of
the gospel to the next generation.
Over and over again we have returned to the scriptural
imperative:
...we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2021
_____________________________________________________

OUR STAFF
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Clemens (513) 341-1965……….. Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Osterbrock …………Associate Pastor & Youth
Katie Simpson………………………….… Director of Family Ministries
Claire Metzger……………………… Director of Children’s Ministries
Roger Chamberlain………………….Director of Traditional Worship
Shon Morgan………….Director of Modern Worship & Technology
Rubén Calzado-Rosado …………..…… Director of Latino Ministries
(meets at St. Clair Ave. Baptist)

Laurin Sprague……………………………..…. Director of Adult Choir
Mandy Gambrell…………………………….…….Office Administrator
_____________________________________________________

FIND FBCH ONLINE
/firstbaptisthamilton

@fbchamilton

@fbchamilton

@fbchamilton

WWW.FIRSTBAPTISTHAMILTON.ORG
________________________________________________

of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders…
so the next generation might know them — even the
children not yet born — and they in turn will teach their
own children. So each generation should set its hope
anew on God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and
obeying his commands.” Psalm 78:4,6-7
Psalm 71:17-18 “Since my youth, God, you have taught
me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 18
Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my
God, till I declare your power to the next generation,
your mighty acts to all who are to come.”
Continued inside

Continued from the cover
I said then and I believe strongly now, “Our legacy as
First Baptist Church of Hamilton is in passing the baton
of the gospel to the next generation. We must resolve
to do whatever it takes to share the love of Jesus so
that they will receive His as their eternal Savior.”
“So, all this leads me to what I believe to be God’s
vision for First Baptist Hamilton. I believe three years
from now, by the end of 2019, FBC Hamilton will be a
congregation who does an excellent job of reaching
out with the gospel of Jesus Christ through:
1) exciting and dynamic families with children
ministries
2) relevant youth and young adults’ ministries
3) purposeful and caring senior adults’ ministries
4) relational and supportive community groups
5) inspirational and application-focused worship
We have moved toward this vision with an excellent
leadership team of ministry staff and lay leaders. We
have licensed three persons for ministry, ordained one,
commissioned two missionaries, planted the Latino
church, and sent one through the ABC-OHIO Academy
of Leadership.
We have ministered in the community through New
Life Mission, Saturday Community lunches, The
Father’s House, Matthew 25, Unity Picnic, Ridgeway
and Riverview schools, Camp Kirkwood and opened
our doors to countless community groups and
organizations.
The DNA of FBC is to support missions. In addition to
our consistent and generous financial support, we
have sent international mission trips to The Republic of
Georgia and Brazil.
Communication is the lifeblood of a church family. The
hub of communication is our Administrative Ministry.
We have instituted digital updates which include Realm
membership management, QuickBooks financial
management, security systems, as well as procedural
updates in the 2017 Constitution Revision and the
unifying ministry of the Cabinet with our Boards. We
have expanded our outreach through social media:
Facebook, website, streaming, One Call and radio.
This has allowed us to broaden our reach, attract new
people, be more connected, and has gotten us through
lockdowns and limited gathering.
To achieve our vision to reach the next generation
while still in the present generation we developed two
worship services: one blended/traditional and the other
Model. We have been blessed to attract new people at

both services. Younger families have been drawn to a
more relaxed contemporary style of worship, while
others have been drawn to the excellent traditional
worship led by choir, piano and organ. Both services
have prominently featured strong biblical preaching.
Recently the preaching and teaching of the entire
congregation has been focused on the 3-year study
through the Bible, The Gospel Project, which has
helped unify our congregation.
Also, to reach the next generation we have been led to
remodel and update our excellent facilities. The
Building Remodel which included a focus on children’s
worship and meeting space, upgrading and updating
for all the building with paint, floors ceilings and
lighting; and technology updates in the sanctuary with
lights, sound, cameras, internet, and security has been
a challenging and rewarding time. We are so pleased
with our results. We cannot talk about the remodeling
without giving God the glory for the providential
financial provision through the Lerch Estate, COVID
relief funds, and the generous giving of all our people.
And then there has been Covid! As I read back through
my goals for 2020 I had to laugh (and cry). This has
been a challenging time, but God has been faithful. As
we are coming out on the other side of this pandemic,
we have stayed true to our vision and God has
continually blessed. Truth is, natural disasters
accelerate and intensify cultural realities and trends.
Our trend has been in order to reach the next
generation we must increase our resolve as we
reengage.
The history of First Baptist Church of Hamilton reflects
the humble beginnings as six Baptists landed at the
mouth of the Little Miami River on November 18, 1788
and organized the first church in January 1790. The
Hamilton-Rossville Baptist Church was organized in
1829, and ultimately led to the organizing as the First
Baptist Church of Hamilton, Ohio in1841. I have
written, “I am proud of our past! These folks made the
difficult decisions not to cling to the past but claim a
new future to follow God’s leading into the future
ministry of FBC. They laid down their comfort and
preferences to build a place for us… their future, their
legacy.
“Now the question is, “what will be our legacy”? We
affirm this biblical mandate, “Since my youth, God, you
have taught me, and to this day I declare your
marvelous deeds. Even when I am old and gray, do
not forsake me, my God, till I declare your power to the
next generation, your mighty acts to all who are to
come”. (Psalm 71:17-18)”
Continued on Page 3

As I retire from being your Sr. Pastor, my prayer is we
will continue to pursue the vision set before us. To
share the gospel of the love of God through Jesus
Christ with the next generation, our community and the
world. We have not finished the task; we have only
begun. Our generation and the next generation need
Jesus as never before. What will the next chapter
bring? My prayer is I have helped to move FBC closer
to the goal of making disciples of all peoples.
Yours In Jesus,
Dan Clemens
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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GROUPS
As we begin to reopen with the COVID-19 safety restrictions lifted, First Baptist is focusing on groups. We have many that are
meeting at various times. All are welcome to join a group and get connected at FBCH!
SUNDAYS
9 a.m. Legacy Builders Sunday School Class (meeting on Zoom)
10 a.m. First Students, youth grades 7-12 (Lower level)
10:15 a.m. Berean Adult Bible Fellowship (Room 200)
5:30 p.m. Griefshare (Room 201)

DIGITAL MINISTRY
Our two morning worship services stream live
weekly on Facebook and YouTube. To get links, visit
firstbaptisthamilton.org/worship. That’s where you
will also find the weekly bulletin and links to the
Bible app.
_________________________________________

WEDNESDAYS
6 p.m. First Students, youth grades 7-12 (Room 100)
6 p.m. Ladies Bible Study (library)
6 p.m. Tween Girls of Grace, every other Wednesday (Room 201)
6 p.m. Tween Boys Bible Study, every other Wednesday (Room 201)
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study & Prayer (Room 200)
GROUPS THAT MEET AT OTHER TIMES
First Kids: Children age newborn through 6th grade, Sunday
mornings during both worship services
Friday Ladies Bible Study: Every other Friday morning for set weeks
Tabitha Ministries: This sewing group gathers on Tuesday mornings
in the sewing room on the upper level
Christian Authors Book Club: Monthly in the library
American Baptist Women’s Group: Meets monthly
Early Morning Men’s Bible Study: 7:30 a.m. every other Tuesday
Technology team: Works in the balcony audio booth on Sunday
mornings and at extra events
MOPS/MOMSNext: 7-9 p.m. every third Tuesday in the gym
Cherubs Choir for young children
Adult choir
Men’s basketball
Men’s softball

John
in
June
As a whole-church event, we are reading through the
Gospel of John together. This involves reading a
chapter a day Monday-Friday from your own beloved
Bible, from an unexplored translation, or from the
handy little “Gospel of John” booklets or journals
provided at our new welcome center. We want to be
able to read God’s Word together and have a
welcoming event if you’ve never encountered God’s
Word before. You may also choose to commit to this
reading on our bulletin board or let us know by
posting a picture on Instagram #firsthamilton
#onthehill or comment in our Facebook group. Love
to be reading with you! ~ Pastor Chris

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST STUDENTS
Through the week of VBS, students will have SO much to
another, building a lasting church friendship.
do! Our leaders are devoted to making sure we have an
Though I will miss our time together Midweek and on
excellent summer. Those students working with our amazing
outings, I have so enjoyed spending time involved in FSM. I
Bible school families will be offered to join picnics, hikes,
look forward to maintaining my role as your pastor, even if it
trampoline park visits, tie-dyeing, and plenty of other
looks a little different. So glad to be with you First Students
adventures in between the VBS schedules. The perfect way
and Leaders.
to get our students to learn, depend, and grow with one
Chris Osterbrock
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June 1
Ken Dulli
Evon Laubenstein
Melissa Specht
June 3
Brianna Croucher
Edra Osterbrock
June 6
Bob Cassady
William Coots
Lois Ross
Betty Schwab

June 7
Andy Braun
Rob VanMeter
June 9
Katie Simpson
June 10
Sheryl Thiemann
June 12
Randy Specht Jr.

June 13
Duke Baker
Dan Brandenburg
Audrey Wallace
Alex West

June 18
Mary Walker

June 14
Emma Owens

June 20
Joe Ford
Nathan Sommers
Johnnie Wallace

June 27
Mary Law
Sophie Yantes

June 21
Gary Durbin
Dick Inloes

June 30
Neil Burtis
Pat Millard

June 16
Sue Gambrell-Peace

June 19
Mark Whipple

June 22
Kathy Click
Jenna Huff
June 25
Bob Croucher

MISSIONS

Missionaries of the month: Glen and Rita Chapman
A message from the Chapmans
Dear Friends,
With heavy hearts, we departed our home at Kikongo in the
D.R. Congo on March 27. We have lived at Kikongo since
1993. We spent about a week in Kinshasa the capital city
before we left Africa on Easter Sunday.
After traveling for thirty-some hours, we walked into the
same apartment we had lived in during our last home
assignment in 2017-2018. Our friends had moved in
furniture, and stocked the cupboards. It reminded us of
what Jesus said in John 14: “Behold I prepare a place for
you”. This place in Redlands California had been lovingly
prepared for our arrival.
Yes, we have left Congo, having served as missionaries for
35 years. Both of us grew up in Congo also as children of
missionaries. We will be considered “missionaries on home
assignment” until the end of the year when our official
retirement begins.
Many missionaries have not been able to complete a
career in Africa due to political unrest, or disease. By God’s
grace, we have been able to depart intentionally and in
peace.
This is the first time in 90 years that there is no longer a
presence of missionaries at Kikongo. We think we have left
good people in place to fill the roles that we served in. The
work of the university and the role of the church will
continue. We told the people that we would be gone, but
they would not be forgotten. Technology has made it
possible to keep in close contact with friends and
colleagues in Congo.
The US has changed a lot since we were last here. As a
result of the pandemic, greater emphasis is placed on
technology and has widened the gap between our former
lives, and the life we must adjust to in the US.
We are not sure how to be God’s servants after we retire
from International Ministries, but for the time being, we are
enjoying catching our breath, taking a break, and enjoying

more time with family.
We are most grateful for your prayers, support, and
partnership having made possible our time of service in
missions for so many years.
Blessings,
Glen and Rita
_______________________________________________
Bible Book of the Month …………………….………….Numbers
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the American Baptist
Womens Ministry and is listed online at abwomensministries.org.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

A message to FBC Hamilton from Ray Schooler, International Ministries
Greetings friends and faithful partners with International
Ministries. I am writing to share the good news that as a
result of your generosity and others who gave above and
beyond, IM has a Matching Fund Pool of $320,000. Thank
you for being a significant part of this goal to help
encourage others to support IM’s global servants with a
monthly recurring gift.
This year’s match fund is one of the largest in recent years
and your gift made a significant difference in getting to this
amount. That means $640,000 will go for global servant
support when individual donors commit to monthly
recurring giving. Praise the Lord for this abundant blessing,
even as we are still in the grips of the pandemic, our God is
faithful!

You know how this works and what it means, but let me
say it again. It means that your gift will be multiplied in the
lives that receive the love of Jesus through the ministry of
IM global servants and international partners. Thank you
for your commitment to invest in God’s global mission
through IM.
I am yearning to make a long overdue trip to beautiful
Ohio, so when things get more opened up, I will be in
contact and hope to be able to have a visit and thank you
personally for your strong and faithful prayers and
support.
Please be in contact if you have questions or need
information regarding International Ministries and our
global servants/missionaries.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

TABITHA MINISTRIES (SEWING)
Part of our ministry has been making items for Phil and Corenne Smith's support in Brazil. Unfortunately, they have been
unable to travel to the States, and Tabitha has had a suitcase packed of handmade items for their bazaars. We always
know there will be a purpose for our creations, but we don't know when!
We gifted the ladies of Primera Iglesia de Bautista de Hamilton — the Latino ministry of Ruben and Yusedy Calzado
who meet at St. Clair Baptist Church. For Mother's Day, we gave them colorful tote bags, aprons and placemats. What a
blessing for us, and now we make more to share with Brazil!
We are continuing to make dresses and shorts for Ann Clemmer in the Congo. She sends pictures of happy kids wearing
clothes we've made. Hopefully, she will be coming home for Christmas, and can return with a suitcase packed full!
Thank you everyone, for donations of fabric and trim.
— Diana Bueker
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Gear Up, Get Ready, Game (Still) On!
By Claire Metzger, Director of Children’s Ministries
Our VBS will look different to previous summers and that’s okay! We will be offering a four-day structured program with two
different time slots for families on June 7, 8, 9 and 10. The morning time is from 9-11 a.m. and the evening from 6-8 p.m. Each
morning and evening session will have the same content but different teachers and helpers. This allows us to space out more
as we continue to be aware of Covid-19 sfety and how we can still meet safely, learn and have fun together. The fifth day,
Friday the 11th, will be a family fun day where the two groups could meet and will be more play based. More details about this
Friday will be shared during the VBS week as I am waiting to see what the weather and cicadas will hold!
As we are having separate groups, we plan to have a special celebration during the Sunday second service on June 13th.
Pastor Dan will be preaching a family centered message and all children (apart from the nursery and toddlers) will be in the
service. The children will have an opportunity to share a song, we will watch a video compilation of the week. After the service
I encourage our church family to join me as I host a BBQ to invite new families to so we can have a chance to meet them and
welcome them to our church.
As VBS will be two jam-packed, fun, faith-filled hours, our schedule will be different. We are focusing on Jesus’ power
throughout each day:
Jesus’ Power helps us to do hard things – with Paul and Ananias
Jesus’ Power gives us hope – during Paul’s shipwreck
Jesus’ Power helps us to be bold – Peter and John teaching about Jesus
Jesus’ Power lets us live – Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Each session is packed with time for each “pod” leader to share their faith with their group. Even though families will be a in a
pod together, there will be several pods at the same station however they will be in their own space. Each family will be in a
pod with a leader and teen and will travel to different stations for craft, music, story, rec, etc. These leaders will have time to
build relationships with each child and share God’s love personally. During Thursday’s session they will also be able to talk
about God’s plan for salvation and how much Jesus loves each and every one of us.
We will have a concession stand with snacks for each pod to choose what they eat, as usual we are aware of food and other
allergies and have planned accordingly. For teachers and helpers there will be fresh coffee, and some light snacks.
The plan is to greet families as they check in through the main entrance each morning and following our security and safety
policies each child will be given a name tag which has allergen information and details about who can pick them up. Families
will then go to their pod in the gym for a brief active opening and then be dismissed to go to their various stations. We will also
use the gym for dismissal as it allows us to be more secure with children’s pick up.
As of now everything is planned for outside, except our drop off and pick up, in the lowest parking lot by the playgroup.
However, everything is designed to be movable and can come inside in case of bad weather or bugs! In this eventuality we
will be using the gym and room 200.
I am very excited to be able to hold VBS this year, teachers are eager to teach and reach children and we have many
experienced helpers ready. If you feel called to help, please reach out there is always a spot for you.

HONORING THE CLASS OF 2021
RACHAEL CLICK
Rachael has graduated from the University of Cincinnati with degrees in psychology and sociology.
JONATHAN ENGEL
Jonathan has graduated from Mount St. Joseph University with a master’s degree in education.
NICK ENGEL
Nick will graduate at the end of the summer from the University of Cincinnati and receive his master’s degree in sports
education.
LAURYN EMENAKER
Lauryn has graduated from the University of Cincinnati with a bachelor’s degree in Allied Health Sciences. She is also a
certified personal trainer. Lauryn plans to pursue her doctorate in physical therapy at Mount St. Joseph and will soon be getting
married.
ANDREW GARVER
Andrew is graduating from Monroe High School. He will attend Arizona State University and major in aviation.
ELISE HENDRICKSON
Elise Hendrickson is graduating from Talawanda High School.
MICHAEL HENSLEY
Michael is graduating from Reading High School. He is signing with the U.S. Marine Corp and he leaves in August.
SAMANTHA HICKMAN
Samantha is finishing her program at Hondros College of Nursing in June. She has some further testing and will have earned
her LPN license.
HANNAH IMHOFF
Hannah is graduating from Ross High School. She plans to attend the University of Findlay to pursue a career in physical
therapy.
JILLIAN OVERHOLTS
Jillian is a graduate of Hamilton High School, and she will be attending Liberty Christian University. She will major in early
childhood education.
SARA OWENS
Sara has graduated from The Good Samaritan College of Nursing with her RN ADN (Associates in Science of Nursing). She
will be working at Fort Hamilton Hospitals once she passes her state boards.
RYAN SPECHT
Ryan has graduated from Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn. He has a bachelor’s degree in Math and Computer Science
with a minor in Political Science.
BEN STATZER
Ben has graduated from Miami University with a bachelor’s degree of applied science in liberal studies. He says his future plan
is to never go back to school again!
SOPHIE WALLACE
Sophie is graduating from Middletown Christian School and will attend Miami University in the fall. She plans to major in
business management and possibly go on to law school.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Last month, First Baptist issued a new membership
directory with the latest member names, addresses,
phone numbers and emails. Some folks contacted us
with updates and corrections. These include:
Ashley Croucher (corrected email address)
croucherha@gmail.com
Linda Gibbs (corrected #)
(513) 894-2476
Flo Gill (corrected #)
(513) 896-4585
Mindy Hazelwood (additional address)
5598 Olde Winton Court
Fairfield, OH 45014
Dave and Dorothy Hollowell (new #)
(513) 543-9052
Debbie and Lairy Miller (corrected email)
lwmillerdds@hotmail.com
Emily Miller (corrected email)
emily@emilycmillermusic.com

THANK YOUS
From Pam Stumpf, music teacher at Immanuel Lutheran
School
Dear Friends at First Baptist, Thank you for opening your church
home to our school family. I had made several inquiries, but you
gave us the only positive response. The “venue” in every way was
perfect — ample stage and seating areas and close to “home.”
The live performance gave all the students an extra adrenaline
dose that just can’t be imitated in a recordng. The students
performed well and the families were comfortablr in the space that
was conveniently “just down the road.” Thank you for playing such
a big part in Immanuel’s music progam!
From Lukas Bickel, principal at Immanuel Lutheran School
Brothers and sisters in Christ at FBCH, in a time when it is easiest
to say “no,” you opened your doors in reckless love. It meant so
much to our Immanuel community to be able to gather for the first
time in 18 months. When everyone else turned us away, you
opened your doors. Thank you for being a welcoming place in
Hamilton! Keep it up!
From Carla Bradbury, FBCH janitor
Thank you all for the get-well wishes and the cards that were sent
to me during this difficult time. I appreciate all the thoughtfulness
that was shown to me!
____________________________________________________

Megan Miller (new email)
megan.miller@imunet.edu
Chris and Emily Osterbrock (corrected address)
919 Park Ave.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Dave and Joyce Hall (new address)
305 American Way
Gibsonia, PA 15044-6510
(314) 368-7646
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