GONE CAMPING
Many people have asked me, “So, what are you going to do now
that you are retiring?” Others have said, “I knew that when you
bought that camper you would be retiring soon.”
At 67.5 years old, retirement is no surprise. As I was preparing for
an exit interview with the new Pastoral Search Committee it
occurred to me that I have always been driven by vision for the
future. My Doctor of Ministry thesis focused on decerning God’s
vision. Now that I was facing the next chapter of my life, I am
discerning God’s vision for my retirement phase. It is a new
chapter God wants to write in our lives.
Deb and I began talking about retirement for several years, what
it will look like and when it would come. Our plan has shifted a
little because of the extraordinary circumstances of the pandemic,
church remodeling, staff needs … the flow of the congregation’s
life. I wrote a Bucket List on March 24, 2020 and entitled it
Retirement Vision. I wrote, “I have several bucket lists I would like
to pursue over the next 10-20 years.”
So, what will we be doing? I want to read: history, theology, and
biographies just for fun. Going through my office this week boxing
up what to take home and what to give to others has reminded be
of all the books I have bought hoping to read them someday.
We want to travel. Camping, of course, is a big part of the plan.
We would like to visit most of the national and many state parks
and wonders. We would like to visit the presidential libraries,
homes, many historic sites around the country. I want to read
ahead of the visits so I can take in all the wonder of what has
happened in those places. We already have plans for this
summer to travel around Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and the big trip
in August-September to Yellowstone and Teton.
Family is always an important part of retirement plans. I have
already bought fishing poles and made plans to take the
grandsons camping and fishing. We also have new Lectric Bikes
(battery assist) so we can ride with them and keep up! I am
excited to be with our Miamisburg boys and our Michigan boys
more than I have had opportunity in the past.
Health is another area of focus. Camping, biking, hiking and
traveling all require eating well, exercise and healthier habits. I
wish I had done it sooner, but its never to late to start. Do what
you can now with what you have!
I am going to write. I plan to write a publishable history of First
Baptist Hamilton. I was challenged to do this several years ago
when Jim Powell and the FBC History Committee did a lot of
work. I talked with author Teri Horsley about finishing it for
publication and she encouraged me to write it. I felt the call then
and want to do that work in the coming year.
I also have always had a great interest in family history and
genealogy. My family has always been scattered around the
country. In my travels, I want to visit family and do research to
write some of our family history to share and pass down.
As a retired pastor, I want to be a good church member. I want to
pray for and encourage our pastor. I want to tithe to my local
church. I want to volunteer to visit and teach as I am needed.
FBC Hamilton is so blessed to have several retired pastors who
have been so good to continue to minister in our congregation. I
will continue on the Region Board of the American Baptist
Churches of Ohio, and assist other pastors and churches as I
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have opportunity. I am not interested in becoming an interim pastor,
but perhaps someday. I also want to visit all the churches I have
pastored and renew friendship. I would like to visit some of our Miami
Baptist Association Church to know and encourage them.
God gives a vision for each phase of our lives. I think about the
account in John 21 when Jesus, after his resurrection and before his
ascension, is cooking breakfast on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
Peter and the disciples were fishing. They realize Jesus is calling to
them and Peter in his enthusiasm swims ashore. Peter is reinstated
as a minister of the gospel after having denied Jesus before the
crucifixion, and then Peter is given a new vision for the next phase of
his life, to feed the lambs of the church with the good news of the
resurrected Jesus.
I have a Bucket List for the next few years. What about you? What is
God calling you to invest your time and energy and resources in for
the Kingdom?
I love you in Jesus,
(The Retired) Pastor Dan Clemens

Continuing the First Mission
By Pastor Christopher E. Osterbrock
First Baptist family, have you ever put something in the
oven, something on a cutting board, and then three other
somethings in pans on the stove? That’s what life is like
quite a bit, and perhaps that is how you feel during the
ever-busy summer season. Well, the Lord has shown his
providence in our church time and time again––that there
is no need to fear change or any perceived hurdles in our
path. Though the transitions we’re experiencing now in
our church may cause us to feel a bit anxious, we can be
certain that the Lord is working, because he always has
and always will…he has a mission for our hill! So why are
we to be assured of Christ’s mission amidst change?
First, because we know that he has a heart for his people
to thrive as they glorify him (Isaiah 43:7).
Second, because he has blessed us with his inerrant,
infallible word; therefore, we are assured of his guidance
through any circumstance (John 17:17; 2 Timothy
3:16-17).
Third, because we are bound together to stir each other
up with encouragement, praise, and good works in
Hamilton (Hebrews 10:25; 1 Peter 4:8-10).
I have no doubt that Jesus Christ has given our church
purpose and a mission. It remains the same mission
among our present leadership staff, but more importantly
it is the same mission of our congregation: to gather
families in worship and to equip them to raise the next
generation in the truth of the Gospel. Of course, there is
more to it than a single sentence could ever offer…which
is precisely why I now have the joyous role of leading you
to unpack that sentence with me over the time that I will
spend as your acting pastor.
Together let us remember the charge: to trust the Lord’s
heart here, to be assured his word is faithful and true, and
(by the grace of his heart and the reading and preaching
of his word) to lead one another to be diligent in living out
what is stirred within us. Let’s continue putting the work of
Christ’s mission First!

THE GOSPEL PROJECT
FBC Hamilton is continuing on its 3-year chronological
journey through the Holy Bible. We will enter Year 3 on
Sept. 5, 2021. Guides for leaders and for the congregation
are available in print at the church and online at
firstbaptisthamilton.org/gospelproject. A calendar is also
there so you know where we are in TGP.
July 4: Volume 8, Unit 23, Session 1
Jesus Teaches About Discipleship
July 11: Volume 8, Unit 23, Session 2
Jesus Teaches About the Cost of Discipleship
July 18: Volume 8, Unit 23, Session 3
Jesus Teaches About Prayer
July 25: Volume 8, Unit 23, Session 4
Jesus Teaches About Treasure

Early Men’s Bible Study continues to meet
Men of any age are invited to First Baptist for a Bible
Study at 7:30 a.m. every other Tuesday. In July, this group
gathers on the 13th and the 27th. The group is led by
Pastor Chris Osterbrock.

Christian Authors Book Club changes meeting
location for July 2021
The Christian Authors Book Club will meet at 11 a.m.
Monday, July 12 at Perkins on Nilles Road in Fairfield.
Please talk with Judy Farris or Nancy Follmer if you need
more information.
Book list:
July - “The Women of the Bible Speak” by Shannon
Bream
August - “Land of Silence” by Tessa Afshar
September - “Dirt” by Mary Marantz
October - “A Time for Mercy” by John Grisham
New members are always welcome. Books should be
purchased by the attendee online or at a book store.

Friday Ladies Bible Study
not meeting in July & August
The Ladies Bible Study that meets every other Friday in
Room 200 will not meet for the remainder of the summer.
It will resume again in the fall. Once a date is determined
there will be an announcement.
The Ladies Bible Study that gathers on Wednesdays
continues each week at 6 p.m. in the library.
______________________________________________

MISSIONS
Bible Book of the Month ……………..…………….…...….James
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the American Baptist
Women’s Ministry and is listed online at
abwomensministries.org.
___________________________________________________

Missionaries for the month of July:
Katherine & Wayne Niles (Congo)
Katherine and Wayne Niles serve in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Wayne works with IMA World
Health assisting in the management of health,
development, and relief projects. The health projects strive
to provide integrated, holistic and sustainable
interventions that increase access to quality health care,
with an emphasis on vulnerable people. Katherine is
medical coordinator for the network of rural Baptist
Hospitals staffed entirely by Christian Congolese
professionals. They appreciate her efforts to assist them in
obtaining quality medicines and needed medical
equipment such as ultrasound machines. Katherine
manages the distribution of much appreciated White
Cross supplies to the member hospitals. Together with
Wayne they organize the installation of solar power and
computerized management systems.

New Beginner's Day Camp on July 10
for children in K-2 and their guardians

A message from IM missionaries
Aaron and Valerie Osterbrock

Families with children in Kindergarten, first and second
grades are invited to attend Kirkwood Adventure Park's
FREE day camp for this age group. Events on this day will
start at 11:30 a.m. and include Bible time, a craft and fun
on the lake. Please be prepared for swimming and time in
the sun (swimsuits, towels, sunscreen, water bottle, etc.).
Parents or guardians must stay with the children for the
entire day, which is led by Katie Simpson of First Baptist
Church of Hamilton. If your child will be attending, you will
need to get them registered at firstbaptisthamilton.org/
calendar, which links to Kirkwood’s site. Lunch and dinner
are provided. You are responsible for your own
transportation. if you have any questions, please reach
out at info@firstbaptisthamilton.org or call Katie.

We wanted to let you know that June 1st marked the beginning
of a “Monthly Giving Match” Campaign for Global Servants of
International Ministries (i.e. us). Because of generous donors,
IM has $320,000 in funds from which to match any new
monthly commitments or any partners who increase their
monthly giving. These newly pledged funds will be matched for
the next 12 months. The timing of this campaign is perfect for
us as our financial support has dropped to 84%, in part due to
economic effects of the pandemic on individual and church
partners.
For those of you who are already financially supporting us,
please know that we are grateful for your partnership in this
ministry! For those who are not currently partnered with us
financially, please know that we appreciate your prayers for our
family, for Sabah Theological Seminary, and for Malaysia. We
do ask that you would prayerfully consider beginning to partner
with us financially in this ministry or increasing your pledge,
however much you are able to give. While $100 or $200
monthly pledges help us to reach our personal support goal
more quickly, matched pledges of $25 a month do add up!
Whatever the amount, we value the fact that you have chosen
this ministry to partner with, and we thank God for you.
To make a new pledge or an increased pledge and have it
matched, please go to internationalministries.org/monthlygiving-match. Existing partners must create a new pledge (of
the increased amount) from this page to have it matched. (To
be matched, pledges must be made from the page linked in
this email rather than from the regular page.)
Please also praise and thank God with us that you have not
seen an "ask" from us, in terms of our financial support needs,
since we left for the field on September 1, 2018. We our
grateful to the LORD for His faithfulness in providing for us
these past 2.5 years, and we are so thankful for those of you
who have so faithfully supported us so that our focus could
remain on teaching and ministering in KK!

Kirkwood Adventure Park launches
ABC of Ohio day camps for all ages
Children through the ninth grade still have an opportunity
to spend a day at Kirkwood Adventure Park (formerly
Kirkwood Camp & Conference Center). The following are
the day camps announced:
Grades 3-4: New Adventure Day on Thurs., July 8
Grades K-2: New Beginners Day on Sat., July 10
Grades 7-9: Junior High Day on Fri., July 16
Grades 5-6: Junior Day on Sat., July 17
(Grades 9-12 + college had their camp on Fri., June 25,
2021)
Times vary and will be announced soon. Each of these
camps includes lunch and dinner and will feature a lot of
time on the lake on the grounds, so be prepared with
swimsuits, towels, sunscreen, water bottles, etc. Each
camp is free, courtesy of Matthew 25: Ministries. Parents/
guardians must register their children and provide
transportation. Register through Kirkwood’s website (link
at firstbaptisthamilton.org/calendar).

JULY 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

6

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

4

5

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids

Office closed to
observe holiday

9

6

1

7

Open gym

8

9

6

First Students
1
Open gym
Ladies Bible
TBA 3-4 Kirkwood Day
Tweens
5:30 Trustees
6:30 Adult Bible Study

10
11:30 K-2 Kirkwood Day

No evening service due
to holiday

11

12

13

9

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
6 Evening Service

First Students
1
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

19

20

9

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
12:15 Deacons
Deaconesses
CE Board
Missions
6 Evening Service

21
First Students
1
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

26
6

Cabinet

27

28
6

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

Open gym

22

6

25
Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
6 Evening Service

15

6

18

9

14

17

TBA. 7-9 Kirkwood Day TBA. 6-8 Kirkwood Day

23

24

30

31

Open gym

29
1

16

Open gym

AUGUST 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

2

3

4

6

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

8

9

10

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
6 Evening Service

15

16

17

9

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
6 Evening Service

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

23

24

9

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
12:15 Deacons
Deaconesses
CE Board
Missions
6 Evening Service

29

Traditional Worship
First Kids
10 Sunday School
11 Modern Worship
First Kids
6 Evening Service

18

5:30 Trustees

6

22

9

11
6

9

25
6

First Students
Ladies Bible
Tweens
6:30 Adult Bible Study

6

30

Cabinet

31

1

TABITHA MINISTRIES (SEWING) UDPATE
By Diana Bueker
The sewing ladies have received updates from Bill and Ann Clemmer, our missionaries in Goma, South Africa. Due to the volcano
eruptions, they were forced to leave their home. The lava flow was dangerously close, and hundreds were relocated to Rawanda. Many
people were injured, killed or not found. After 3 weeks, they could return and had their first Sunday School. In walked a 3 year old girl
who had been lost! She was tattered and worn, but was scooped up and loved on by staff. She received new clothes provided by our
Tabitha mission. We praise God for this miracle!
Our second email from Ann Clemmer is also a reaffirmation of our ministry. What a joy to see young children in our made-with-love
clothes! We are so blessed by our Mission Board, and you'll be blessed also.
Letter from the Ann:
Hi, Ladies!
Bill and I shop at an outdoor vegetable market every week. There are about 8 boys who
live on the street who we see every visit.
Their clothes are filthy as they only have one set, and their shoes are worn and
mismatched.
They know I am from HEAL Africa and work with children.
On Sunday these boys showed up for Sunday school, and asked me for clothes. They
were a bit rowdy, but the teachers were great. They gave them soap and took them to the
showers so they could wash, gave them body lotion because they were dry and rough…
then we gave them new clothes, thanks to you.
Here is the after picture… they look great!
Now to really involve them in the classes… and let Jesus turn their lives around.
Love, Ann

JULY BIRTHDAYS
JULY 1
Randy Specht III
Bella Wallace
JULY 2
Shelley Lakes
JULY 3
Sandy Ammon
John Diedrichs
JULY 4
Jack Gill
Theophilus Osterbrock
JULY 6
Elizabeth Ellison
Ceci Gill
Bette Ruth

JULY 9
Barb Hendricks
JULY 11
Mindy Hazelwood
JULY 12
Emily Rankey
JULY 13
Merle Grubbs
JULY 14
Bryon Simpson
Connie Taylor

JULY 17
Carole Busch
Margaret Hoel
Madelyn Spurlock

JULY 21
Dave Hazelwood
Emily Osterbrock
Betty Zeller

JULY 18
JD Simpson

JULY 23
Bonnie Harvey

JULY 19
Sam Morgan
Zach Morgan
JJ Yantes

JULY 24
Kat Overholts

JULY 30
Rosie Burtis
Laurin Sprague

JULY 25
Ashton Croucher

JULY 31
Jerry Busch

JULY 26
Ellie Meder

Note: If you notice your
birthday missing, it is
simply because the office
doesn’t have it on file.
Please email or call the
church to let us know.

JULY 20
Peggy Avance
Lauren Brudzinski

JULY 15
Isabella Harvey
Tonya Roach

JULY 27
Mary Flo Braun
Becky Scripture

JULY 28
Betty Martin
Nancy Whipple
JULY 29
Natalie Lakes

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Aug. 1
Naomi Hoskins
Jeff Miller

Aug. 5
Lauren Hampton
Edith Rish

Aug. 11
Janet Baker
Judy Wallace

Aug. 2
Brenda Abney
Danny Acton
Ella Ellison

Aug. 6
Dale Braun

Aug. 12
Simon Nguyen

Aug. 8
Charlie Campbell
Doug Wallace

Aug. 13
Barb Begley
Andrew Garver

Aug. 9
Braydon Boyd
Brennon Boyd

Aug. 15
Conner Bathe

Aug. 3
Sandy Ammon
Betsey Dietrich
Lauren Imhoff
Todd Keith
Janet Lewis
Jerry Wallace

Aug. 10
Clara Bathe
John Motzer

Aug. 17
Reese Day

Aug. 18
Heather Nguyen
Aug. 20
Lillian Harvey
Aug. 21
Josh Day
Frank Gaskins
Aug. 23
Emily Minnich
Aug. 24
June Winkler
Aug. 25
Bill Roberts

Aug. 28
Jaxon Rion
Linda Wallace
Aug. 29
Olivia Hoskins
Janet Moore
Alea Specht
Aug. 30
Atha Wallin
Aug. 31
Samantha Hickman
Malverie Landis
Carl Schwab

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to give donations online
First Baptist is using the online donation vendor Church
Center, which is through our worship organization software,
Planning Center. Here are the steps to follow to get set up
with the site (also an app).
Step 1
Go to fbchamilton.churchcenter.com and setup regular
giving. Remember to choose bank account (ACH) because
fees have dropped from .55 cents to .25 cents.
Step 2
Choose to pay the fee if you would like.

Having trouble? Check to make sure your ad pop-up
blocker is off or try a different internet browser.
Church Center app
There is also an app for giving. It is called "Church Center"
at the app store. Choose our church and go through the
steps to setup.
If you have questions, Dan Morrow is our church contact
for this process. You may also contact the church office at
(513) 868-1412.

Find our Sunday bulletins published
on the YouVersion Bible app
First Baptist puts its weekly Sunday Worship bulletin on
the Bible app by YouVersion. Download the free
smartphone app that uses this Holy Bible icon. Once you
are in the app, click “more” and then “events.” The bulletin
is usually there by Thursdays and has options for taking
notes within the app. Call the office with any questions.
______________________________________________

Vacation Bible School 2021 was a success!
Attendance was big for our annual VBS and we saw many
families who were new or had never been to First Baptist.
And that’s why we do it: It’s a ministry to reach souls for
Christ and have a powerful impact on our community. VBS
was led by Claire Metzger and a team of dozens of
volunteers.
Monday attendance:
Wednesday attendance:
Morning - 72 kids, 45 helpers Morning - 77 kids, 48 helpers
Evening - 29 kids, 38 helpers Evening - 37 kids, 39 helpers
Tuesday attendance:
Morning - 79 kids, 47 helpers
Evening - 29 kids, 36 helpers

______________________________________________

Donate your clothing items in the
Matthew 25: Ministries collection bin
First Baptist has a blue and white clothing donations bin
located in the corner of the lower level parking lot.
Matthew 25: Ministries picks up donations from the bin
often. If the bin is overflowing, please do not leave bags
next to it; let the office know and we will schedule a pickup. Many have asked if we still collect used pill bottles and
other items. FBC currently is not doing that because we do
not have a team of folks going to the M25M headquarters.

Thursday attendance:
Morning - 73 kids, 49 helpers
Evening - 31 kids, 38 helpers

On Friday we had a combined event and the kids sat
together on their individual beach towels in th gym. They
watched a movie and enjoyed treats served by the youth
group and adult helpers. Throughout the week, kids learned
Bible lessons, made crafts, played games and had snacks.
They went home with lots of goodies and many were sad to
see it end.
Our work on Vacation Bible School is year-round! Claire
Metzger and Barb Begley have been known to start on the
theme and decorations right after Christimas. If you want to
be part of our 2022 VBS event, please reach out. We’d love
to have as many youth and adults as possible helping to
spread the message of Jesus’ love to these children, who
range in age from 3-years old to the 6th grade.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAMILTON
1501 PYRAMID HILL BLVD.
HAMILTON, OH 45013

