From Daniel’s Den
When will we get back to ‘normal?’
That is the number one question on most of our minds.
When will First Baptist get back to normal? When can we
shed the masks? When can we take down the ribbons that
close every other pew? When can we stop having out
temperature checked and hands sanitized? When can we
shake hands and hug again? No one wants this more than I
do! When will First Kids and First Students gather in
numbers? Married people’s group, and MOPS? Wednesday
night Bible studies meet Church and in homes? When will
we have choir again? When can we sing without masks?
When can we be in two services and visit over coffee and
donuts again?
The truth is I know of at least a dozen FBC members who
have tested positive for the coronavirus, and handful of our
members or family members have been hospitalized. A few
of our older members have died from COVID-19
complications. This is real, and we are not going to be over
it any time soon.
Shawn Plank, Iowa View contributor, asked the question:
“When will this end?” and he did the math for us:
“During the coronavirus pandemic, we keep asking this
question, continually changing our expectations.
“In March, when COVID-19 reached us, many were naively
optimistic. In a few weeks, we thought, the virus will pass
through and like a blizzard, we’ll push it aside and get back
to our lives. While we wait, we’ll just binge watch several
multi-part, multi-season TV series!
“But it became clear it was going to take longer. In late
March, I envisioned a worst-case scenario: We wouldn’t be
back to normal until Memorial Day. (But I dared not express
such pessimism because it was so discouraging.)
“On April 15, I retroactively began counting the pandemic’s
days. For me, Day Zero was March 11, the day the NBA
suspended its season and husband-and-wife actors Tom
Hanks and Rita Wilson tested positive for the coronavirus. I
made March 12 be Day 1, making April 15, the day I started
counting, Day 35.
“The tally would never exceed 100 days, I thought. But
June 19 (Day 100) came and the pandemic continued.
“Now, as we’ve passed Day 250 (12-01-2020), vaccines
are being finalized, giving us new hope an end is near. But
first vaccines are for health care workers or people with
serious health conditions. Getting vaccines to everyone
could take longer. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s leading
infectious disease expert, has said that could happen as
soon as April through July.
“So even if we can vaccinate significant numbers of people
by July, we may, right now, be only halfway through the
pandemic. We have passed Day 250. Day 500 would be
July 24, 2021.
“While that sounds dismally distant, it’s appropriate to
manage expectations accordingly. If the end happens
sooner: great. But given past pandemic projections, Day 500
as an end date may be optimistic.” (desmoinesregister.com/
story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2020/12/01/aftercovid-19-we-ever-really-get-back-normal)
Continued on Page 2
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
For FBC Hamilton members
After the worship service
Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021
Board and staff reports will be available
for review on Sunday, Jan. 10
in the sanctuary lobby
Meeting will be live-streamed
in the church’s private Facebook group

From Daniel’s Den …….. Continued from the cover page
I have been studying the latest CDC and COVID 19 Task
Force statements and predictions.
As the vaccine is being delivered and administered during
phase one to the frontline medical and most at-risk public
servants, and the most vulnerable in nursing homes and
retirement communities.
Phase two (which might begin in March or April) will
include many of the “essential” population who are also at
high risk, along with the older population (age 75 and older,
then later age 65).
Phase three (which may be May-July) will include the more
general population until we reach “herd immunity” at 75-85
% of the population being vaccinated. The total United
States population is 328.2 million, so the estimate is 500
million doses must be administered. This is a herculean
task! Not until then (August or September) will it be safe to
think about returning to something like normal.
In an interview Tuesday on NPR's "Morning Edition" Fauci
also said, "I would say 50% would have to get vaccinated
before you start to see an impact." He added, "But I would
say 75 to 85% would have to get vaccinated if you want to
have that blanket of herd immunity." (www.advisory.com/
daily-briefing/2020/12/17/normal-life)
It will be into the early summer at the earliest before we
begin to relax our COVID protocols at FBC.
As we face 2021, how will we be the church God needs
us to be? Article II of the FBC Constitution states that our
Purpose is: We are believers in Jesus Christ, called of God,
Gathering for Worship, Instruction, and Fellowship.
Scattering for Care, Evangelism, and Transformation of the
World for His Kingdom. FBC is an essential service for
salvation, spiritual growth, godly relationships, and family
and individual mental health for our congregation,
community, and world!
We must commit to new ways to fulfill our purpose, our
mission from God, in times like these. We must use the
tools available to us: the telephone, mailing cards and
letters, radio, social media including FaceBook, YouTube
and Zoom while we continue to social distance, mask,
sanitize and stay home as much as possible. We will
continue what we have been doing at FBC. Our church
website will be key for information, firstbaptisthamilton.org.
We also have an email newsletter.
• We will continue to broadcast on the radio Sunday 9:30
AM 1450 AM WMOH.
• We will send routine mail to every household and make
weekly calls through our “OneCallNow” system.
• We will continue to broadcast virtual Sunday morning
services (FaceBook and YouTube); Sunday evening and
Wednesday bible studies on Facebook.
• We will continue First Kids Ministry on FB through the
week and Sunday mornings.
• We will continue to offer in-person worship and small
groups for adults, First Kids and First Students with COVID
safety protocols.
• We will increase safe doorstep visits at the homes of all
ages (children, student, adults, shut-ins) by all the staff and
the deacons and deaconesses.
• We will increase small groups gatherings (including First
Student Ministry) weekly through ZOOM or other networking

applications.
• We will increase our available for phone conversations and
counseling. Feel free to call!
What can you do to remain healthy - physically, spiritually
and relationally - for the next six months? Take Control!
Take control for yourself and others. Do not let COVID
exhaustion or weariness overwhelm you so you let down your
guard. Wear a mask every time you leave your home. Sanitize
often. Social distance always. Stay home as much as possible.
Take control. Control your schedule to include Bible reading
and prayer daily. Control your habits to sleep and eat in a
healthy manner. Do not let the pandemic be used by Satan to
wreck your health. Exercise. Controlling the healthy rhythms of
your life will get you through this.
Take control through healthy spiritual disciplines. Again, daily
Bible reading and prayer. Be in a small group weekly in some
form safely in person or over social media. Worship weekly,
again, safely in person or through social media. Do not give
the devil an opportunity to make you an anemic Christian
because of the pandemic. Give the tithe to the Lord through
your church either in-person, my mail, or by online giving.
Take control to share the love of Christ with our community.
Door-step visits are appreciated. Take a gift or food to
someone who is lonely or in need. Volunteer to prepare box
lunches for the hungry through the FBC second Saturday
every other month Feed the Hungry ministry with First United
Methodist. Help feed the homeless at Serve City through our
FBC group. Give to the Deacons’ Fund. Send cards. Make
phone calls. Receive Prayer Ministry One Calls. The list goes
on!
Once again, by God’s grace, The Gospel Project is timed
perfectly as God’s Word speaks to our situation as we focus
on Return and Restoration!
Unit 17: Return to the Land
12/27/20 TGP 6.17.1 The Vision of Future Justice - Obadiah
1/03/21 TGP 6.17.2 The Return of Exiles (The Captives Came
Home) - Ezra1-3
1/10/21 TGP 6.17.3 The Rebuilding of the Temple - Ezra 4-6;
Haggai
1/17/21 TGP 6.17.4 The Promise of a Coming King Zechariah
Unit 18: The People Restored
1/24/21 TGP 6.18.1 God Saves His People Through a Queen Esther
1/31/21 TGP 6.18.2 God Protects His People /The Walls
Rebuilt - Nehemiah 1-7
2/7/21 TGP 6.18.3 God's People Repented - Nehemiah 8-13
2/14/21 TGP 6.18.4 God Warns His People - Malachi
God has called us to be the Church! We must arise and focus
spiritually to get through this challenge and opportunity of the
pandemic together and for each other!
I love you in Jesus, Pastor Dan

FIRST KIDS

What is your ‘word of the year?’
When people make New Year's resolutions, they
are making promises that they intend to keep.
These promises are to accomplish something good
or stop something bad in their lives. Resolutions
are meaningful, such as promising to quit eating a
certain food to improve your health, or to go to bed
earlier or even to do something helpful for others.
But New Year's resolutions are hard to keep.
If you're not a Christian, changing habits is very
difficult, if not impossible. But Christians never have
to do it alone. "I can do everything through Christ
who strengthens me,” (Philippians 4:13) It doesn’t
say, "I can do everything by myself!" God gives us
the strength and the ability to change, but we need
to ask Him and sometimes to ask every day!
Even if we start the year with great promises and
give up later (sometimes less than a week if it’s a
diet!) God doesn’t give up on us, Philippians 1:6
says, "…He who began this good work in you, will
carry it through to completion on the day of Christ
Jesus."
There are thousands of more promises in the
Bible, so one of the best New Year's resolutions we
can make is to read the Bible every day,
especially as a family. We need to read with our
children and teach them God’s plans for us through
Jesus. If we do this, we will discover God's
resolutions for us—His firm promises to us! We
have found that after breakfast works to read the
Bible for our family, but before bed may fit into a
better routine for yours. We have read several
different devotions as a family, but our favorites are
short enough to keep our youngest from squirming
too much and challenging to the oldest with
questions. Our Daily Bread for Kids: 365
Meaningful Moments with God and The Purpose
Driven Life Devotional for Kids by Rick Warren are
our Top 2!
I pick a word for the year similar to making a New
Year’s resolution. As a word applies to so many
different things. My word for 2020 (both personally
and in Children’s Ministry) was EMBRACE and I
feel that we certainly embraced a lot of different
things. My word going ahead is REACH. I have the
image of the woman who reached out and touched
Jesus’ robe in Luke 8. She trusted and God
blessed her. There are things that I want to REACH
for this year both personally and in ministry. I’m
trusting that God has plans and I’m reaching for
them.
I plan on using the following with each of my
children to remind them of God’s blessings in 2020
and to think about 2021. Praying it’s an amazing
year for all of our children to REACH out and touch
Jesus’ robe and listen to Him and read out Bibles!
— Claire Metzger, director of children’s ministries
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Tuesday

27
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Wednesday Thursday

30

31

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Office closed

3

4

9:15 Berean SS Class
9:30 Sermon on radio
10:30 First Kids
Sunday Worship
6
Adult Bible Study

10

11

9:15 Berean SS Class
9:30 Sermon on radio
10:30 First Kids
Sunday Worship
11:45 Deacons/
Deaconesses
6
Adult Bible Study

17

18

9:15 Berean SS Class
9:30 Sermon on radio
10:30 First Kids
Sunday Worship
11:45 CE Board
6
Adult Bible Study

31

6 Cabinet

1

13
6

First Students
Tween Girls
of Grace
6:30 Adult Bible Study
on Facebook

20

2

8

9
8:30 Staff & cabinet
retreat @ church

14
5:30 Trustees

15

16

9:30 Ladies Bible
Study in Room 200

21

22

23

28

29

30

4

5

6

6

First Students
Tween Girls
of Grace
6:30 Adult Bible Study
on Facebook

26
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

7

First Students
Tween Girls
of Grace
6:30 Adult Bible Study
on Facebook

19
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom
7
MOPS/
MOMSNext

25

6
6

12
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

9:15 Berean SS Class
9:30 Sermon on radio
10:30 First Kids
Sunday Worship
11:45 Annual
Membership Meeting
6
Adult Bible Study

24

5
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

27
6

First Students
Tween Girls
of Grace
6:30 Adult Bible Study
on Facebook

3

Are you on the ‘one call’ list?
First Baptist Church of Hamilton occassionally sends out automated
phone calls regarding various pieces of information. We have
different lists for separate groups, including an all-church call, prayer
requests call, parents, community groups, King’s Kids, KeenAgers,
circles and more. If you don’t get any calls but wish to join a group
list, call Mandy Gambrell in the church office and she’ll get you
added. The number to call is (513) 868-1412.
_______________________________________________________

We’re seeking volunteers
Do you have a passion for helping in children’s ministry but haven’t
plugged in to FBCH’s First Kids Ministry? Pray about it, because
maybe now is the time! Visit the children’s check-in area on a Sunday
morning to speak to a staff member and let us know where you are
willing to help. We need you!
_______________________________________________________

Our Daily Bread devotionals available in sanctuary lobby
First Baptist Church of Hamilton often receives shipments of the Our
Daily Bread devotional booklets. You may pick one up in the
sanctuary lobby. If you would like to make a donation for your booklet,
please place it in an offering plate.
_______________________________________________________

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 1
Pat Brown

Jan. 24
Larry Wallace

Jan. 2
Charlotte Day

Jan. 25
Evelyn Maddox

Jan. 3
Fuz Buchanan

Jan. 26
Chase Jackson
Ralph Lenehan
Sadie Neiheisel
Sydney Schramm

Jan. 6
Brian Begley
Jan. 8
Florence Jones
Thelma Stanger
Jan. 9
Cameron Chaney

Missions
Missionaries for the month of January:

Taku & Katie Longkumer
India
Rev. Taku and Rev. Katie Longkumer serve as country cocoordinators for India, providing mission organization for International
Ministries personnel and partners in the country. They also serve as
advisors and consultants to the Baptist Churches Council in Eastern
India and to the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India
(CBCNEI). Taku works with CBCNEI and its six member conventions
to strengthen mission training, supervision, caring and support, while
Katie’s focus is promoting worship and providing counseling training.
Katie and Taku also serve with the India Mission Coordination
Committee, which strengthens network and mission cooperation of
Baptist churches in India.
_______________________________________________________
Bible Book of the Month ……………………………………………. Mark
The Bible book of the month is a suggestion by the American Baptist
Women’s Ministries at abwomensministries.org.
_______________________________________________________

Jan. 14
Jesse Brown
Nicole Campbell
Elyse Hendrickson
Norma Winkler

Jan. 27
Candy Yates
Jan. 28
Lisa Rankey
Amy Wallace
Jan. 29
Violet Demmel
Verna Pickett

Jan. 16
Sheryl Morrow

Jan. 30
Mag Baker
Teri Guynes
Bob Thiemann

Jan. 17
Mike Moore

Jan. 31
Becca Yantes

Jan. 18
Rachael Click

Note: Please call the
church office if you
notice that one of your
family members has
been inadvertently
overlooked on the
birthday calendar.

Jan. 19
Ed Dawson
Jan. 20
Dakota Jackson
Jan. 22
Jeff Miller
Kaley Specht

TABITHA MINISTRY

The holidays were a busy time for ‘the sewing ladies’
Our missionary, Ann Clemmer, from Goma, South Africa,
was home for Christmas, and happy to receive our suitcase
of clothes for children. We sent 60+ dresses, 45 boys shorts,
and 70 T-shirts to Maine. Thank you, Mission Board, for
paying the postage and extra baggage fee.
We've been busy making Christmas facemasks for anyone
and everyone, all donated. We sent a love gift to Leah
Cohen and her daughters, including the masks, placemats,
tote bag, hair scrunchies, sanitizer, lip gloss and a special
ornament.
Tabitha ladies, along with the morning Bible Study,
supported giving supplies and gifts to Juliette's Hope, in
Hamilton. We made masks, placemats, and received
donations of twin size sheets, and beautiful bath towel sets.
For individual gifts to the Juliette ladies, we stuffed cosmetic
pouches with personal items, all donated. These ladies are
so appreciative and we had the joy of giving!
Also, a fun surprise for Carla, Carin and Curtis Bradbury
was gifting Christmas quilts. They were overwhelmed, and
wanted so badly to hug! We'll catch up with those later.
There were other special surprises for Katie, Claire and
Mandy on the FBC staff, but you need to ask them!
— Diana Bueker

Diana Bueker and the Tabitha Ministry delivered gifts to the residents at
Juliette’s Hope, a women’s recovery home on Seventh Street in Hamilton.

Carla and Carin Bradbury are sisters and serve as the janitorial staff at First
Baptist. They were gifted these quilts from the Tabitha Ministry.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Friday morning Ladies Bible Study resumes gathering in January
The Ladies Bible Study group that meets on Fridays will begin a new study in January. We will continue our videos and studies
with Ray VanderLaan on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 200. Keeping our usual schedule of the 1st and 3rd Fridays, our first
meeting will be Jan. 15, 2021. The next would be Feb. 5, then Feb. 19, 2021. In March, the same dates, 5th &19th.
There are no workbooks, and all ladies are welcome to attend. We watch a video, followed by discussion led by Mary Brown.
Our 2021 title is “Path To The Cross,” and we'll complete just before Easter. Join us on any of these dates.
Thanks to these ladies, many personal items were given for Juliette's Hope. This house is a safe place for ladies who are in
need of encouragement, counseling and guidance. It is faith-based and in Hamilton. There is more information on the bulletin
boards, and how you can help them meet their needs.
We need encouragement from each other, so let's start out our new year by meeting together and sharing our thoughts. See
you Friday morning, Jan.15!

MOPS/MOMSNEXT

Youth group: Join us for a new tradition

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) and MOMSNext
(children through 12th grade) is for any woman with a child
18-years-old and younger. We are a community of women
from all stages and walks of life that meet together to relax,
have fun, honor God and build meaningful relationships. We
know the struggles of motherhood, and we continue to learn
to be the best moms we can be. If you are a mom and you
need a group of moms to surround you on this parenthood
journey please visit us at firstbaptisthamilton.org/mops to
find out more!
What a year for moms! We have been shaken to our
cores. Not only are we navigating homeschool, cooking 7
nights a week and quarantining without the help from our
regular babysitters, we are also having to deal with the
anxiety of safety from COVID-19. We don’t know who will
get it, when they will get it, how it will spread and will it affect
my family? Or worse … my children.
This year has been hard all around for families, but as a
mother I can honestly say that this year has been the
toughest year of my life. My children don’t understand
what’s going on, which is a blessing, because if they did
they would be scared. They miss their friends, their school
… they miss their routines! And they look to me for
guidance, and I’m struggling.
This year MOPS and MOMSNext is focused on deciding to
rise. We are fearfully and wonderfully made and we are
going to use that! We have adapted our meetings and taken
every precaution that we can to make sure we are safe
because we need each other. We were not made to do this
life alone. Even Mary had Elizabeth! We need our other
moms and we need our community. We invite all moms with
children 18 years old and younger to please attend. We
meet from 7-9 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month,
with social distancing and mask wearing in the gym. Leave
the kids at home (unless they are babies and they need to
be with you for food).
— Katie Simpson, director of family ministries

On our website:
firstbaptisthamilton.org/mops
Social media:
facebook.com/groups/mopsandmomsnext

We are so excited to kick-off a new year! Not only are we
going to celebrate, but we’re going to celebrate downstairs in
our new rooms. The FSM leaders have devised a great way
to re-gather our students. Midweek will start on Wednesday,
Jan. 6 from 6-7:30 p.m. with a new painting event tradition.
We are going to gather our students and place our paint
covered hands on a wall in the FSM space downstairs. We’ll
have a time of prayer and blessing for this group of 2021
students and blessings for our new space that glorifies
Christ. We will then have time to hang out together and
reconnect. I so look forward to seeing our church back in the
swing of things. Even while we are following safety protocols.
This is an important time to get re-connected, as we already
have a number of FSM events lined up in the coming
months…you won’t want to miss them!
— Chris Osterbrock, associate pastor/youth
________________________________________________

New online giving process in place
First Baptist has selected a new online giving vendor. We
will now be using Church Center, which is through our
worship organization software, Planning Center. To set yours
up for recurring giving or to give one time, go to
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/give for instructions. There is a
downloadable, step-by-step guide on this website.
Church Center app
There is also an app for giving. it is called "Church Center" at
the app store. Choose our church and go through the steps
to setup.
If you have questions, Trustee Dan Morrow is the contact for
this process. You may also contact the FBCH office at (513)
868-1412.

Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Collection Summary
Thank you, First Baptist! Together this church donated
hundreds shoeboxes full of gifts for children in need around
the world. These children will receive the message of Jesus’
love.
By the numbers
166: Shoeboxes filled by FBC Hamilton members
27: Shoeboxes filled by the MOPS/MOMSNext group
3,141: Shoeboxes received from area churches, groups and
families that FBC took to the next drop-off location
3,143: Shoeboxes collected at FBC Hamilton as a regional
collection site in 2019
2,392: Shoeboxes collected at FBC Hamilton as a regional
collection site in 2018
1,921: Shoeboxes collected at FBC Hamilton as a regional
collection site in 2017

Prayer March For Life
2-3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021
Old Courthouse, 101 High St., Hamilton

First Baptist would like to give a huge THANK YOU to
Nancy Whipple, who annually organizes the shoebox
collection drop-off volunteers and supplies. It is a big job and
Nancy does it with great compassion for the children who
receive the boxes. She leads the volunteers in prayer over
each shoebox delivery.

Peaceful prayer vigil, pro-“Right To Life”
Social distancing & facial coverings
Prayerfully march seven times around the court
house silently praying for one specific intention
More info online: butlercountyrtl.org
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