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FIND FBCH ONLINE
February is the month of LOVE! Valentines Day, flowers, cards,
chocolates, special dinners. But, do we really know what love
is? Marking a day on a calendar to say, “I love you” is so trite.
Love is so much bigger than that.
Someone reminded me this week of the first sermon that I
preached at First Baptist Hamilton September 14, 2014. It was
entitled: God Loves You: Always Has, Always Will
Reflect with me for a few moments on LOVE.
First and foremost, God Love You! GOD love you! God
LOVES you! God loves YOU! Pause and reflect on those
words. Why does God love you? God Love You! Because …
God IS Love!
1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love.
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
God IS love, God’s nature is love. God has always loved us…
even while we were sinners.
1 John 4:9 This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that
GOD loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins.
If we want to know what love is, we must look to God and
meditate on God’s feelings for us. God is love, and that love
Continued on Page 3
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Save-the-date

Easter Trunk-AND-Treat
Children age 0 through 6th grade

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021
6-7:30 p.m. in the church parking lot
Adults are needed to decorate their vehicle trunks and distribute
treats or fun items that they provide, just like we did in October 2020.
Vehicles: Sign up to participate at firstbaptisthamilton.org/firstkids
More information coming in the next newsletter

RENOWN YOUTH CONFERENCE @ FBC HAMILTON
First Student Ministry (7-12 grade) is excited to host a very special conference in March asking the question: What is a
Christian? The Renown Youth Conference is a powerful high-schooler focused event, usually put together and attended at
Boyce College (of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary). But this year, the school is recording the live event and sending
it out as a “Conference in a Box” with all the materials and links provided. So we are able to safely participate in this event right
here in our First Baptist home church! Youth are invited to bring their friends and we’ll provide food and breakout groups,
making for a very memorable time together.

4 TO 9 PM SATURDAY, MARCH 20
FBCH, 1501 PYRAMID HILL BLVD., HAMILTON
Find out more about this event at www.renownyouth.com or see Pastor Chris Osterbrock
More details will be announced for our church as we head toward March

Continued from the cover page
motivates God to do something with our problem of sin that
separates us from God and each other.
2. God Loves You: Always Has!
God did not begin to love you when you were good enough
or did something right. God has always loved you!
The Bible consistently says, from the beginning, God chose
you to love, from the creation, form the foundation of the
world.
Ephesians 1:4-6, 11 (NLT) Even before he made the world,
God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without
fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his
own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.
This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out
on us who belong to his dear Son… he chose us in advance,
and he makes everything work out according to his plan.
[also see Revelation 13:8].
3. God Loves You: Always Has! Always Will!
Not only has God always loved us, God always will love us!
There is nothing you can do to make God stop loving you.
They is nothing you can do to make God love you more. God
loves you completely, perfectly, always has, and always will!
Rom 8: 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
….37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that
[nothing] in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Ephesians 2:8-10 For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
So, because “God Loves You: Always Has! Always
Will!”, what do we do with this love from God?

We love others! We are to share the love God has given
to us with others who need His love!
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”
1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever
claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21
And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God
must also love their brother and sister.
Not only has God always loved you, God will always love
you! There is nothing you can do to make God stop loving
you. There is nothing you can do to make God love you
more. God loves you completely, perfectly, always has, and
always will!
Do we really know what love is? No, we can never
understand how wonderful God’s love for us is.
I pray this prayer of love over you as St. Paul did: I pray that
out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen! [Eph
3:16-21 (NIV)]
I love you in Jesus!
Pastor Dan

First Baptist is on a three-year, chronological journey through the Bible. We are about a year-and-a-half into it. Anyone
may join at any time. The schedule to follow is available at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/gospelproject, as are the
guides to do at home. You may also get those in person at the church.
February 7, 2021: Nehemiah 8-13
Unit 18, Session 3: God Revives His People through the Scribes
February 14, 2021: Malachi
Unit 18, Session 4: God Warns His People Through a Prophet
February 21, 2021: Luke 3 & Romans 5:12-21
Unit 19, Session 1: Jesus is the Last Adam
February 8, 2021: Luke 1
Unit 19, Session 2: John, the Herald, is Born

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ladies Bible Studies open to all women
There are two Ladies Bible Studies meeting through First
Baptist, and they welcome all women to join.
One is meeting online only, by Zoom, at 6:30 p.m. each
Tuesday. Call the church office or contact Marjorie Corley or
Maria Miller for more information.
Another group gathers on the first and third Fridays of each
month in Room 200 at the church. The ladies meet at 9:30
a.m. The current schedule is Feb. 5 and Feb. 19, and March
5 and March 19. This study is led by Mary Brown.

Farmers Market open twice per month in Fairfield
The Fairfield Farmers Market organizers have asked us to
share this information with our newsletter traders. The market
is the first and third Wednesdays of every month from 4-6:30
p.m. in the Fairfield Community Arts Center on Wessel Drive.
“We have local honey, farmers with fresh produce, cupcakes
and sweets, elderberry syrup and essential oils, jams and
jellies, salsa and pickles, teas, dog treats and more.”

Handyman available to First Baptist folks
A member of FBC Hamilton wants folks to know he is
available to do paid handyman work at their homes. Jordan
Allen has a variety of skills and will come to your home to
assess what work you need done. He may be reached by
phone (call or text) at (513) 499-4563.

Men wanted for early morning Bible Study
Pastor Chris Osterbrock is starting a Bible Study for men that
will gather at 7:30 a.m. at the church on Tues., Feb. 2. This
will be a monthly men’s gathering. The group will be in the
library. Email him if you plan to attend:
chris.osterbrock@firstbaptisthamilton.org or call (513)
868-1412.

Tween Girls of Grace meet each week
Girls ages 8-12 and their moms or female guardians are gathering
for a weekly Bible Study, craft and snack. One group meets inperson in Room 201 at the church and the other is meeting online
with Zoom. Claire Metzger and her daughter Elizabeth are leading
these groups from 6-7 p.m. Wednesdays. Contact Claire for
participation information. She may be emailed at
claire.metzger@firstbaptisthamilton.org or call (513) 868-1412.

www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/calendar
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MIDWEEK!
We are starting to host some groups again on Wednesdays. We haven’t fully launched back to all in-person activities,
but there are some. Check out what we currently offer for Midweek.

Adult Bible Study — on Facebook
All are welcome to join us online on Facebook at 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday for prayer and Bible study. This is
typically led by Chuck Russell and he goes live directly from his personal page on Facebook. Find his page at
facebook.com/charles.russell.5811.

First Students Ministry (youth in grades 7-12)
All youth who are in the 7th through 12th grades are encouraged to come to the church for weekly Bible study and
hanging out. FSM usually has a fun activity, fellowship and more with breakout groups. Email Pastor Chris
Osterbrock or call the church for information. The gathering is always 6-7:30 p.m. on the lower level, beginning in
Room 100.

Tween Girls of Grace
See Page 4 of this newsletter for details on this group, which is for ages 8-12.

BAPTISM SUNDAY SLATED FOR FEB. 28
First Baptist Church will perform baptisms on Sunday, Feb. 28 during the combined worship service. This will be the first
baptisms since before the COVID-19 pandemic began. If you are interested in being baptized on this date, please reach out to
Senior Minister Dan Clemens at dan.clemens@firstbaptisthamilton.org or call the church at (513) 868-1412. We will also have
a baby/child dedication on this date; please let Dan know if you’d like to do this as well.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

MOPS/MOMSNEXT GATHERS MONTHLY
Our group for moms of children 0-18 continues meeting once per month,
socially distanced, in our gym. Come from 7-9 p.m. every Third Tuesday for
fellowship and Bible Study with other moms. No childcare is available
through the pandemic.

www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/mops
___________________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST KIDS WELCOME ON SUNDAYS
First Baptist is offering programs for children on Sunday
mornings. Any child newborn through 6th grade is welcome while
their guardians go to worship in the sanctuary. Class begins at
10:30 a.m. so please arrive by 10:25 a.m. to get checked in.
Those who can’t yet come in-person are invited to watch Bible
study videos online.

www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/firstkids

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
eb. 1
Sophie Wallace
Feb. 2
Mike O’Hara
Feb. 3
Jessica Acton
Sharon Brewer
Mary Brown

Feb. 14
Noah Hampton
Nellie Roberts
Feb. 16
Debby Gibson
Mary Specht
Feb. 19
Emily Miller

Feb. 4
Caleb Sommers

Feb. 20
Cathi Thomas

Feb. 6
Brianne Ellison

Feb. 21
Glenna McComb

Feb. 7
Leah Witmer
Betty Emenaker

Feb. 22
Rod Anderson
Steve Cain

Feb. 23
Mike Brudzinski
Miyoshi Jenkins
Shon Morgan
Jill O’Hara
Bettie Carmack
Feb. 26
Ian Harvey
Feb. 27
Flo Gill
NOTE: Please call the
church office at (513)
868-1412 to update us
with your birthday if it was
left off this list. We do not
intend to overlook anyone
but do not realize it
unless you inform us.

Feb. 12
Carol Dawson
Christine Alexander
____________________________________________________________________________________________
MISSIONS
MIssionaries for the month of February:

Annie and Jeff Dieselberg
Bangkok, Thailand
Annie and Jeff Dieselberg are based in Bangkok, Thailand, a
bustling metropolis of more than 10 million people. They both
serve at the NightLight Foundation and NightLight Design Co.
Ltd.
NightLight is an international organization committed to
addressing the complex issues surrounding trafficking and
prostitution by catalyzing individual and community
transformation. NightLight's vision is to offer intervention to
sexually exploited women and children, to enable them to
discover their dignity and to provide a program of holistic
transformation, empowering them to live and work in their
communities.
NightLight's mission is to build relationships and provide
hope, intervention, rescue and assistance to women and
children exploited in the sex industry. It does this by offering
alternative employment through the registered jewelry
business NightLight Design, Co. Ltd.—in addition to vocational
opportunities, life-skills training and physical, emotional and
spiritual development—to women seeking freedom from sexual
exploitation. NightLight builds support networks internationally
to intervene and assist women, men and children whose lives
are negatively impacted by the sex industry.

Annie is the founder and CEO of NightLight. Annie also
facilitates outreach in the red-light area and leads in the
prayer and deliverance ministry at NightLight. As an
advocate for NightLight and the issues of women
exploited in the sex industry, Annie also does a lot of
networking and speaking.
Jeff serves as chaplain to the NightLight. He also
serves as senior pastor of NightLight’s church plant,
Song Sawang Church (translated “Shine the Light”).
Song Sawang Church began in May 2008, mostly with
new converts from NightLight. Now, however, these
women who are members of the church are reaching out
to family, friends and strangers, including men, youths
and children, bringing more growth and diversity to the
congregational makeup. In addition, Jeff, along with a
team of four trained adjunct faculty, teaches urban
transformation at the invitation of local seminaries to
encourage aspiring pastors and Christian workers to
understand and engage in what God is doing in Bangkok
and the cities of the world.
_____________________________________________
Bible book of the month …………………………… Mark
The Bible book of the month is selected by the American
Baptist Women’s Ministries. A full schedule is online at
www.abwomensministries.org.

THANK YOU
From Bryon and Katie Simpson
and their daughters
We would like to thank all of our friends
and family for the outpouring of love, food,
gifts and cards through our dad’s Rick
Simpson’s battle with COVID-19 and
passing. Your support is greatly
appreciated.
_________________________________

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Jenn and Matt Woolsey
Larkin, Robby and Belle
15 Rockford Drive
Hamilton, OH 45013
Bernie and Martha Griesinger
(effective Feb. 26)
c/o Westover Retirement Community
55 Stahlheber Road Apt. 149
Hamilton, OH 45013
New #: (513) 874-7441

_______________________________
Facebook prayer group open
to FBC members and attendees
Join a prayer group on Facebook
We have launched a new, private group
specifically for prayer requests on
Facebook. This is an extra step to offer a
place for immediate prayer needs. Find it
at www.facebook.com/groups/fbchprayer.
__________________________________
FIRST STUDENTS MINISTRY HANGOUT
After the service on Feb. 14 in Room 100
Pizza and fun!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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