From Daniel’s Den

‘The Silence of God’
I had a man ask me last Sunday, “Why did that person get so
sick and die from the COVID virus, yet I had a mild case and
recovered?”
Why? During this past year, and in this time now, I have so
many unanswered questions.
I hear a lot of people asking “Why?” these days. “Why are we
going through this?” “Why is God allowing …. ?”
As we look toward the Cross, and the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus, I encourage us to not move too quickly
past the question “Why?”
These words of Jesus have always haunted me: Matthew
27:46 (NIV) About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “Eli, Eli,[a] lema sabachthani?” (which means “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). [also see
Mark15:34].
These same words appear in Psalm 22:1. It appears Jesus is
referencing the entire Psalm 22 because of the parallels of the
events of the crucifixion. These words, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?”, reveal how deeply Jesus felt
abandoned by God as he bore “the sin of the world”. John 1:29
says when “John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
Many writers have referred to the “Silence of God” and the
“Dark Night of the Soul” to understand the place us
unanswered questions and struggle with is issues of seeming
evil and injustice at the same time as understanding that God is
Sovereign, and God’s Providence is in control.
The writer of Psalm 73 questions the paradox “Surely God is
good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.” (v.1) and yet
“But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my
foothold. For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of
the wicked.” (vvs. 2-3) The entire Psalm he struggles with the
contradiction, but ends with “But as for me, it is good to be near
God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge; I will tell of all
your deeds.” (v. 28) Others also muse this issue as Jeremiah
12:1 and Habakkuk 1:2-4.
My favorite songwriter/poet, Andrew Peterson, sings “The
Silence of God” and says,
It'll shake a man's timbers when he loses his heart
When he has to remember what broke him apart
This yoke may be easy, but this burden is not
When the crying fields are frozen by the silence of God
Indeed, in the end, we must decide in these times of silence
and darkness, “Where is my faith, really?” In the middle of the
lament, the writer says, "I say to myself, 'The Lord is my
portion; therefore I will wait for him'" (Lamentations 3:24).
Michael Youssef writes in a devotional, “Every word God
speaks is for a purpose and every moment of silence is equally
purposeful.”
As Jesus speaks Psalm 22:1 from the cross where our
salvation was purchased, we also hear His (and our) ultimate
vindication (Ps 22:28–31) after his immediate anguish.
All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the
Lord,
and all the families of the nations will bow down before
him,
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FIRST KIDS MINISTRY
Tutor volunteers sought to join weekly program
First Baptist has a dozen or so volunteers tutoring young
children who attend Ridgeway Elementary. Adults are given
a light curriculum to work with the kids for one hour
beginning at 4 p.m. each Thursday. We go to Hamilton
Church of God on Millville Avenue to perform this voluntary
task, which is spearheaded by Claire Metzger. We need
more adults to help. If interested in joining this service
opportunity, please call Claire at (513) 907-4375 or email
claire.metzger@firstbaptisthamilton.org.

Tween Girls of Grace taking break at end of April
The Tween Girls of Grace Bible Study for girls ages 8-12
and their moms/female guardians will take a 2-week break at
the end of April. A new study begins in May. Any mom, aunt
and grandmother and their "tween" are welcome to join.

Continued from the cover
for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over
the nations.
All the rich of the earth will feast and worship;
all who go down to the dust will kneel before him—
those who cannot keep themselves alive.
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be
told about the Lord.
They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a
people yet unborn:
He has done it!
Prayer: Father, thank You that, though You are sometimes
silent, You are ever with me and Your silence always has a
purpose. Help me to listen to You in whatever manner You
choose to communicate. Grant me discernment and great
faith as I wait on You. I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
I love you in Jesus,
Pastor Dan

April sermons
April 4 EASTER Luke 24, “Remember how he told you,
…‘The Son of Man must be…”
April 11 TGP 7.20.2 Alive with Christ 1 Corinthians 15;
Matthew 26-28
April 18 TGP 7.20.3 Jesus is Tempted Matthew 4; Mark 1;
Luke 4
April 25 TGP 7.20.4 John Points to Jesus John 1:3 Matthew 3

___________________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST STUDENTS MINISTRY
What’s happening with our
7-12 graders
Our students had such an
amazing time at the Renown
Virtual conference March 20 that
we are going to continue using
some of the leftover material
through the rest of April. Renown
offered so many hours of videos
dealing with real applicable topics
like, ‘What is Church?’, ‘What is
Worship?’, and so on. These
questions are bigger than youth
ministry; they are serious
discipleship questions that pull us
to know what we truly believe. So
we have April packed with solid
teaching as well as time to
fellowship and worship.
Be on the look out: the FSM
team is planning a special game
night near the end of April!

Coming up in May for First Students Ministry
Our Wednesday night activities at First Baptist Church will soon be called
“Lifeline.” To kick off Lifeline for First Students, we will be rolling out a new
curriculum starting May 5 called ‘Who is Jesus?’ This is a study from True U that
asks some really important questions. Our leadership team is excited to bring
these videos and discussions to our teenagers each Wednesday for 10 weeks.
— Pastor Chris Osterbrock

firstbaptisthamilton.org/firststudents

MISSIONS
FBC Hamilton named to Top 10 percent of groups giving to International Ministries for the year
February 26, 2021
Dear Pastor Dan,
Your Congregation is a Ieader in generous support for
overseas mission! It is my pleasure to recognize you for your
generosity in 2020, which qualifies you for inclusion in the
Luther Rice Society (LRS). You are among the top ten
percent of congregations, foundations, and organizations
giving to International Ministries for the year.
Luther Rice is celebrated as a dedicated colleague and
humble servant who raised financial support for Ann and
Adoniram Judson and other missionaries to serve overseas
and to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Inspired by
Rice's passion, Baptists in America formed their first unified
missionary sending effort in the U.S., the "Triennial
Convention" in Philadelphia on May 21, 1814 - the date IM
celebrates as our founding anniversary.
The Luther Rice Society is composed of a small circle of our

strongest supporters and individual donors who give at a
level of $5,000 or more in a year, exhibiting a passion for
mission which we believe reflects the dedication of Luther
Rice.
Enclosed you will find a certificate of appreciation in
recognition of this exceptional generosity. We hope you will
display it and inspire others to do the same.
Thank you from our global servants and international
partners for making global mission possible. And thank you
for sharing the gospel and for serving the needs around the
world in practical ways. Your selfless and sacrificial giving
this past year is tremendously encouraging to us all.
Welcome to the Luther Rice Society and your continuing
support at the Luther Rice Society Ievel!
Gratefully,
Sharon Koh
Executive Director /CEO

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the Luther Rice Society?
The Luther Rice Society recognizes leadership in
annual giving to International Ministries. The gifts
given by those in the LR Society are a major source
of support for new or expanded programs and
ministries. Donors and donor churches whose gifts to
International Ministries total $5,000 or more in a
calendar year are recognized. All types of giving are
included, whether support for IM’s global servants,
the general fund or projects.
The society was launched in 2001 to encourage the
support of global mission. Luther Rice (1783-1836)
organized the first national Baptist Society in the
United States. The society supported the first wave of
missionaries sent along with Adoniram Judson to
India and later to Burma. Rice returned to the U.S. in
1812 and organized support for the work of the
Judsons. He dedicated the rest of his life to promote
and grow the financial support needed to sustain
missionaries in their countries of service.
__________________________________________

Missionaries for the month of April:

Stan Slade (global)
Stan is a teacher whose “classroom” might be
located almost anywhere in the world. Whether
leading a workshop for pastors with almost no
formal schooling or serving as a visiting
professor with doctoral students in high-tech
classrooms, Stan is passionate about helping
church leaders become more effective servants
of Christ, especially in the area of understanding
and communicating the message of Scripture.
Bible book of the month …………Zechariah
_____________________________________
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5

9 Traditional service
11 Modern service

12

19

9 Traditional service
11 Modern service
12:15 CE Board
12:15 Missions
4:30 Deacons
4:30 Deaconesses
5:30 Griefshare
6 Evening Worship

25
9 Traditional service
11 Modern service
5:30 Griefshare
6 Evening Worship

13
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

9 Traditional service
11 Modern service
5:30 Griefshare
6 Evening Worship

18

7

20
7:30A Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom
7
MOPS

26

27
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

8

Saturday

2

3

9:30 Ladies Bible Study
6 Easter Trunk Hop

9

10

16
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5:30 Trustees

7:30A Men’s Bible
Study
6:30 Ladies Bible
Study on Zoom

All other activities
canceled for Easter
holiday

11

6

Maundy Thursday
service

Friday

14

15

6 First Students
Tween Girls of Grace
6:30 Adult Bible Study

21

9:30 Ladies Bible Study

22

23

24

29

30

1

6 First Students
6:30 Adult Bible Study

28
6 First Students
6:30 Adult Bible Study

9:30 Ladies Bible Study

MISSIONS

We need your help with our Serve City work
We are continuing to serve meals six times per year at the Serve
City shelter. The third Monday of the month is shared with Harvest
Christian Fellowship Church, with Sharon French Benzing as their
coordinator. We supply meals in April, June, August, October,
December and February.
Serve City shelter has expanded to include the “warming shelter”
which allows extra people to come in and stay the night. Therefore,
we are asked to prepare food for 60 people instead of 40.
Here are some ways you can help. We need Solo cups, plastic
silverware and 2-liters of various soft drinks to be used when we

feed the group there. You may leave these items in the FBC
kitchen and label them “Serve City.” If you can occasionally
prepare food such as desserts and side dishes, please let Nancy
Whipple know. Call or text her at (513) 255-7783. Monetary
donations are also appreciated as this project does not have a
budget.
The shelter is also in need of twin-sized sheets and blankets.
Gently used are accepted in twin-size only.
Thank you for your support.
— Nancy Whipple

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR PARENTS

‘Take your kids to church’
The following article was published to Facebook by a
woman named Sharon Rushin Martin:

listening even when it seems like they aren’t. Ask them
questions and answer the ones they ask you. Introduce
them to Jesus. Tell them of His greatness - his power - his
Take your kids to church.
faithfulness. Tell them with your words and show them with
Make the effort. Wake them up early. Fool with the belts
your life. Tell them what he’s done for you and how you’ve
and the buckles and the fancy hair bows. Endure the
been changed by His grace and forgiveness and goodness
sleepy, grumpy faces and the misplaced shoes. Run around and love. Tell them how they can be too. Point them to
like a mad woman gathering everybody’s everything and
Jesus. Over and over and over again.
trying to get out the door on time. Hop to the car with a shoe
Take your kids to church. They’ll love it there. It’s the only
in one hand and your make-up bag in the other. Give those
place where they can go and just be themselves. They don’t
babies a pop-tart and some milk and let ‘em eat it in the car. have to “be” good enough or smart enough or athletic
If its raining, get wet. If its cold, get a jacket. If you’re tired,
enough. They don’t have to perform for approval or
go tired. But take those babies to church. You know why?
achievement. They just get to go and hear how much God
Because Jesus is there.
loves them. Just because they’re them. Just because He
He’s there. And He’ll meet them there. And you too,
created them, they’re valued. Wanted. Their worth isn’t
Mama.
based on the grades they make or their ability to throw a
He’ll be there in the sweet smile of their Sunday School
curveball. Its not dependent on their performance or skill
teacher as she greets them into their room. He’ll be there in
level. And they need a little more of that, don’t you think? A
the goldfish and the apple juice and the filling of their little
little more grace and a little less pressure. A little more love
bellies and hearts. He’ll be there in the hug from a sweet
and a few less demands.
friend and the encouraging smile that assures you that they
Take them to church. Before you take them to the ballfield
“just barely made it” too. He’ll be there in the sacred words
or the dance studio or the gym. Before you take them on
read from the Bible speaking truth to their little
vacation or to grandma’s or to the backyard to play. Take
impressionable hearts. He’ll be there in the worship and the
them to church. Let them know its a priority. Show them it
raised hands and the watery eyes and whispers of praise.
has eternal value. Let them see you set aside schedules
So take them. Carry all of their Bibles and drawings and
and extra curricular activities and work and busy-ness to be
toilet paper tube creations. Sit by them in worship. Open
present with the Lord in His house. I promise you won’t
your Bible and open theirs. Show them how to find the
regret it. I promise you it won’t return back void.
scripture the pastor is preaching from. Show them how to
Take them to church.
worship. Explain to them why He’s worthy of worship. Let
I promise it’s worth it.
them see you laugh and cry and praise and study. Forgive
“But Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me and do not
their wiggles and paper rustles and know that they’re
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 19:14
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

MOPS/MOMSNext to gather again on April 20
A group of mothers of newsborns through age 18 are gathering monthly in the gym at
First Baptist Church. Meetings take place from 7-9 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each
month until summertime. All moms are welcome, and are encouraged to bring their
mom-friends! Get more information about MOPS/MOMSNext on our church website
at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/mops.

Quarterly Business Meeting
Sunday, April 18
After the modern worship service
in the sanctuary
We will be discussing important church matters at this
meeting and encourage all members to attend.
Childcare will not be available

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
April 12
Raylan Acton
April 13
Glenn Winkler
April 14
Diana Bueker
Elizabeth Metzger
Callum Metzger
Katie Rankey
Krys Schramm
April 17
Azariah Osterbrock
April 19
Cindy Osterbrock
April 1
Paul Metzler
Rose Mary Thompson
April 2
Carolyn Dudley
Jake Yates
April 4
Savannah Yates

April 8
Elizabeth Wallace
April 9
Dave Hollowell
Shelby Martin
Jim Powell
April 10
Mavery Crane
Kathie Russell

April 20
Isaac Harvey
April 22
Stan Brown
April 23
Ashley Lakes
Zachary Nguyen

April 24
Sharon Click
Andrew Huff
April 27
Conner Bowling
April 28
Brad Gerth
April 29
Ernie Spencer
April 30
Nick Emenaker
Valerie Osterbrock
Anna Wallace
**Note** If you do not
see your birthday
listed, it is because
we aren’t aware of it
in the office. Please
email or call to give
us your birthday.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Emily Miller
3188 Charles Park Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Laurin and Lisa Sprague
650 History Bridge Lane
Hamilton, OH 45013
_______________________________________________

THANK YOU
From Krys Schramm
Thank you to all for the thoughts and prayers and the cards
sent during my bout with Covid. I appreciate my church
family so very much. In Christ, Krys
_______________________________________________

THE GOSPEL PROJECT
First Baptist Church of Hamilton is in Year 2 of a threeyear chronological journey through the Bible. Printed
guides to follow at home are available at the church or are
on our website at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/
gospelproject. This month’s study schedule:
April 4: Easter
April 11: Alive with Christ; 1 Cor. 15 & Mat. 26-28
April 18: Jesus is Tempted; Mat. 4, Mark 1, Luke 4
April 25: John Points to Jesus; John 1:3 & Mat. 3
We follow The Gospel Project outline as one church. That
means this is the lesson for Sunday School classes, some
community groups, children’s ministry, youth, etc. This
way, we have read the entire Bible as one church family.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAMILTON
1501 PYRAMID HILL BLVD.
HAMILTON, OH 45013

