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From Daniel’s Den: God is speaking through the pandemic
The crisis
“These are unusual times!” How many times have you
heard or said that lately? Words and phrases like
quarantine, stay at home orders, social or physical
distancing, isolation, stay at least 6 feet (2 meters) from
other people, do not gather in groups, stay out of crowded
places and avoid mass gatherings have become our new
language. Last night
President Trump unveiled
the Guidelines for
OPENING UP AMERICA
AGAIN. In reading them, it
is clear we have many
weeks and even months ahead before we can return to
“normal”.
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We all know how devastating the numbers of infected and
deaths are around the world and here in our own
community. Our hearts break.
What are we as Christians to make of the COVID 19?!
I believe God is up to something BIG! We must seek God
through prayer and meditation on God’s Word to
understand. “God what are you saying to your church?”

the distractions of the world and have a personal revival
where we focus on the ONLY thing in the world that really
matters. Jesus.”
I think he gets it.
The character of God
What do we know about who God is during this time? I
believe God is sovereign. I believe God is Love. I believe
God desires to save all people and to be in relationship with
them through Jesus Christ. I believe God is patient. I believe
God is seeking to bring people back to righteous living. I
believe that there is a day when God will bring ultimate and
final justice and judgment, and there will be signs before
that day. (see (1Tim 2:4 & 2 Peter 3:4-13)
How we see God act
God often turns things upside-down as He reveals His Will.
Consider these actions of God through His history of
redeeming people:
Joseph reassured his brothers, “As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that
many people should be kept alive, as they are
today.” (Genesis 50:20 ESV)

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
Even outspoken controversial wrestling legend Hulk Hogan
ways my ways, declares the Lord. Isaiah 55:8
(whom I do not necessarily look to as a theological guide!)
has said: “In three short months, just like He did with the
For nothing will be impossible with God. Luke 1:37
plagues of Egypt, God has taken away everything we
worship.” “Maybe we need to take this time of isolation from
Continued on Page 2
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First Baptist Church’s worship services airing on local radio station
Hello First Baptist friends. As of the publishing of this
newsletter, it has been more than a month since we met
together face to face. I have missed you so much during the
COVID-19 closure! I made a big decision to help us in this
difficult time.
I am grateful for Facebook and YouTube and email and
online giving … all of the digital ways we can connect. I am
grateful for the phone and “One Call” automated system we
use, and the U.S. postal mail …. everything that has helped
us connect non-digitally. Thank you to all of you who have
been able to give tithes and offerings at this time. It has
certainly caused us to walk by faith.
And now … for the announcement … starting Sunday,
April 19 at 9:30 a.m., First Baptist began broadcasting on
WMOH 1450 AM Radio with a 30-minute service including
music, scripture, preaching, and prayer.
I want to thank Shon Morgan for not only producing our

video broadcasts, but now also producing our radio
broadcasts! I am so excited to be able to offer this
opportunity to our congregation and community who are not
on the computer. Almost everyone has access to a radio.
This is a new expense, but I believe this is what God is
calling us to do and that you will help us a little extra with
this outreach.
So, if you cannot attend church and do not have access to
the internet, join us each Sunday on WMOH 1450 AM for
First Baptist Church Radio.
Our prayer:
Loving God thank you for the blessings you have given us
that we are able to continue to be the CHURCH even when
we are scattered. Use this new ministry to touch hearts,
bring hope, and give glory to Jesus! Amen.
— Pastor Dan Clemens

Continued from the cover
The first martyrdom after Jesus was Stephen. How could
God allow Stephen to be killed. But God has often used or
allowed even martyrdom for God’s purposes. A great wave
of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in
Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were
scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria. … But
Saul was going everywhere to destroy the church. He went
from house to house, dragging out both men and women to
throw them into prison…. But the believers who were
scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever
they went.… So there was great joy in that city. Acts 8:1-4,8
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some
who belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of
John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the
Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also, he put him in
prison... So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for
him was made to God by the church… But the word of God
increased and multiplied. Acts 12:1-5, 24
And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose. Romans 8:28
We see that what looks like a great tragedy can be used of
God to move the church out with the gospel of love and
redemption. God uses even persecution and pandemics to
bring His people back to Himself and refocus us on His
priorities.
Our moment of opportunity
We as followers of Jesus Christ must hear the call to action
that God has placed before us. Just as this is a once in a
lifetime pandemic, this is also a once in a lifetime
opportunity from God to do things differently to share the
gospel. We must not allow things to “go back to normal”.
As we have wrestled with the question, “How to we continue
to be the church when we can not gather at the church
building?” We have made use of every means available to
us as we comply with “stay home - stay safe”.
We have identified many ways to connect and
communicate. Phone calls, US mail, One Call Now,
personal deliveries and now we have added radio to
connect with those who are not digital or on the computer.
We have connected digitally/virtually through social media
like Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube to have worship,
children and youth ministries, Bible Studies and prayer. We
have held internet meetings through programs like ZOOM,
SKYPE, Facebook Messenger and Go-to-Meeting. Our
website, firstbaptisthamilton.org, texting and email have
continued to be vital sources of communication. We are
grateful to be able to give tithes and offerings through mail
and online through the website. What a great list of types of
communication available to us! Praise God we have so
many opportunities to “touch” one another.

The unexpected opportunities for outreach and sharing the
gospel of Jesus have been a wonderful surprise. When we
look at the numbers of people we are reaching and
engaging through Facebook and YouTube I am amazed.
Some of our posts have reached thousands of people and
been engaged by hundreds. Not only people from across
Butler County, but the USA and even other countries has
watched our broadcasts and even responded. We have
even received financial support from some of them. It is
important that we like and comment and share the First
Baptist Church Hamilton private group and on the public
page. ALSO go to YouTube and subscribe to the First
Baptist Church of Hamilton channel. There are also
podcasts and blogs available by going to
firstbaptisthamilton.org under “Resources.” We are being
given the opportunity to establish another congregation
digitally. First Baptist iChurch is a reality and we will
continue to grow it.
Our venture into First Baptist Radio, I am praying, will be
blessed of the Lord for outreach and sharing the gospel of
Jesus to reach people who may not be able to receive a
message by computer or ever attend a physical service. We
have been delivering DVDs, but there are many who do not
have (or know how to operate) a DVD player. By
broadcasting on radio, we will serve people across our
county. Please share with everyone you can that we will be
airing on WMOH 1450 AM at 9:30 Sunday morning with a
30-minute service of hymns, scripture, prayer and a sermon.
I am praying our senior friends will be serviced through this
outreach. Sometimes it is best to go old-school.
I know many of our congregation have been checking on
their neighbors and friends. You have been going to the
grocery or pharmacy for them, sending them cards, sharing
baked goods and making calls. The personal touch (at a
safe distance) is still the most meaningful type of outreach
we can do.
Never go back
As I look at what we have been forced to do and what we
are learning about our own hearts and spiritual lives during
this quarantine, and as I survey the means of
communication and outreach we have been led to use, I am
excited and encouraged about the future. We should never
go back to “normal”! We must adapt and continue to use
every means possible to share God’s love and care with the
most important in God’s eyes… people!
As we begin to ease the restrictions and slowly lift the Ohio
stay-at-home order, may we not forget what we have
learned during this period of isolation.
God is sending us a message. God is highlighting God’s
priorities. God is calling His people to be witnesses to His
Glory and Grace. Let us never go back to church as usual!
Be the Light!
Pastor Dan Clemens
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FIRST KIDS MINISTRY
A message from Katie,
director of family ministries
May is usually one of my favorite
times of the year. It means that
summer is coming (which I LOVE)
and that school is getting ready to be
done (which means we can sleep in)
and that we can really start planning
for summer events at church. But, this
May is different. This May is about
staying healthy and staying in. We
(FBC staff) are still meeting and are
still planning events such as VBS for
when this is over. And it will be over.
But, for now we continue to pray for
you, we continue to worry about you
and we continue to look to Jesus for
answers.
My suggestion is on the days that
are nice outside, you take the
opportunity to get out there and
continue to check on your family and
friends and write more letters! AND
don't forget about the church grounds,
you are always welcome to come up
to the church and go hiking or have a
picnic or just relax! It's beautiful this
time of year up here.
We hope to see you very soon!
_______________________________

Leave a message

________________________________________________________________
Have you been taking strolls around
your neighborhood? Are others
walking past your home? If you live in
a place that has sidwalks, consider
using sidewalk chalk to leave
messages of hope and to share the
love of Jesus. Even better, if you
travel up the hill to see the church
building while we’re away from it,
leave a chalk message on the
sidewalk to the right of the awning
(where rain will eventually wash it
away). Our pastors and church staff
need encouragement, too!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to pray using your fingers
By Claire Metzger
Director of children’s ministries
I don't know about everyone else, but we have a new
normal in our house. We have routines that are working
quite well and we all have new responsibilities. Alongside
more family reading we have been teaching the children
how they need to be praying more. There is a really easy
way for our children to learn and that is to do the five fingers
of prayer. This is a simple, yet effective way to pray. God is
always ready listen to hear our prayers and so we're
encouraged to "Let us approach God's throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need." Hebrews 4:16
Using the five finger prayer model is a simple guide we
can use to help us when we pray:
1. THUMB:
As our thumb is nearest to us we should pray for those
who are closest to us, our loved ones, our family. The Bible
also tells us to pray for our enemies who are also kind of
near us too. Matthew 5:44, 1Peter 3:9. This can be quite
eye opening when you ask kids to pray and they share who
they think their enemies are!
2. POINTING FINGER:
This finger reminds us to pray for those who teach,
instruct and heal. This includes teachers, doctors and
ministers. They need support and wisdom in pointing others
in the right direction so we need to keep them in our
prayers. Praying for our doctors and nurses right now is
really needed.

3. MIDDLE FINGER:
As our middle finger is our tallest it helps us to
remember to pray for those who are in charge. These
should be prayers for the president, local leaders and others
who are in positions of power. These people shape our
nation and guide public opinion and they need God's
guidance. In Jonah 3:6-10 the king of Nineveh prayed to
God for help for his nation, we need to be in prayer that our
decision makers seek God's will as they lead us.
4. RING FINGER:
If you ask a piano teacher they will tell you that our ring
finger is our weakest finger. This helps us to remember to
pray for those who are weak, or in trouble or in pain. We
need to pray for those who are sick right now. James 5:16
tells us to pray for each other.
5. PINKY FINGER:
Our pinky finger is the smallest, so this should remind us
to pray for ourselves. This helps us to remember that after
we have prayed for these other groups we should pray for
ourselves, part of this prayer time should be thanking God
for the blessings that He has given us, Psalm 50:14.
Romans 8:28 tells us to pray that we can trust God and that
He will lead us and cause all things to work together for the
good of those who love Him.
Teaching our kids to use this prayer method is an easy
way to remind them (and us!) how to pray!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Through the COVID-19 quarantine, we’ve asked folks to fill out questionnaires so that we may share their profiles with the
church in an effort to better know one another. To fill one out, visit www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/profiles or call the church to
have a form mailed to you. Look for more submissions in the months ahead!

Thelma and Bob Stanger
Thelma and Earle Robert “Bob” Stanger said on their first
date, Bob asked Thelma if he could call her “Terry.” She
said she laughed and said OK because she had never liked
her name. He still calls her Terry, and so do some of their
close friends.
Thelma is 86 and Bob is 88. They live on the West side of
Hamilton. Bob became a member of First Baptist when he
moved to Ohio upon graduating from Bryan College in
1959. Thelma was already attending FBC … she has gone
here since she was a small child.
Many folks who have attended FBC may have had
Thelma as a Sunday School teacher: She taught the third
and fourth grade class with Margie Mayes for more than 35
years! Thelma has been a part of many other programs
including VBS and AWANA, and she has served on boards
such as Christian Education, the Deaconess board and the
Memorial Committee.
Thelma says that in the 1960s and 1970s she cooked the
Wednesday night dinners in a rotation. She was also one of
the founding members of the M.O.P.S. program and was
the Titus Woman (mentor) for 8 years, many alongside
member Evon Laubenstein.
Currently Thelma is a member of the Berean Sunday
School class and attends the Blended Worship service.
Bob has also been incredibly involved in FBC. He is a
member of the choir and he served as Interim Chancel
Choir director in 1962. He was also a song leader for
Sunday night services. Bob has also served many times on
the Deacons Board, the Christian Education Board, the
Nominating Committee, and he has served as Sunday
School Superintendent. He has worked with the children’s
Wednesday evening programs for many years.
Sports has been a big part of Bob’s time at First Baptist

and in the community. He
played on both the fast-pitch
and slow-pitch men’s
softball teams, coached
women’s volleyball and he
has bowled on the First
Baptist team in the
Hamilton-Fairfield Church
League since 1960.
Bob currently serves the
church by delivering materials to our shut-in members
each week. He takes DVDs of the service and the prayer
list to about a dozen people, or mails it to those who are
out of town. He also still helps on Wednesday evenings
with First Kids.
Thelma was a stay-at-home for more than 20 years and
then worked at the Hamilton Ciy Schools administration
building as the secretary for the psychological services
department. She was there 20 years and retired in 1996.
Bob also worked in education, having retired from public
schools in 1990. He taught four years at Reily High School
and 27 years in the Hamilton City School District. He also
was a part-time investigator for Retail Credit, which later
became Equifax, from 1959-1992. Bob also worked as a
job coach and job developer for Butler Behavioral Health
Services and he has umpired many baseball games at
various levels.
Bob and Thelma both accepted Christ as children —
Thelma was 12 years old and baptized by Dr. Brinkman.
Bob says he was 10 years old and grew his faith in the Lord
through Hi-B-A in his teen years. He also attended Moody
Bible Institute and was part of the Moody Chorale.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gary and Cindy Osterbrock
Gary and Cindy Osterbrock became members of First
Baptist Church in 2019. The couple has three sons, all of
whom are married and have given them eight
grandchildren. Their son Chris works at First Baptist as an
associate pastor and the youth director. His brother, Aaron,
is a missionary with International Ministries and previously
worked for First Baptist. Their brother Adam is a teacher.
Cindy is retired but worked as a bus driver for the Milford
Village Schools. Gary is also retired and was an
accountant. He also repaired and rebuilt coal boilers.
Gary has contributed to the accounting work at First
Baptist Church. He says his favorite thing about FBC is the
people. He was baptized in 1968 at Landmark Baptist
Church.

Cindy said the couple has attended various other
churches throughout their lives, and she was at Kenwood
Baptist Church in her childhood. She was baptized with her
father at age 12.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

May 3
Bob Arnold
Joyce Hall
May 4
Wyatt Asher
Branson Asher
Logan Stanger
May 5
Priscilla Cress
May 6
Doug Center
Lilly Gibson

May 9
Lyndsay Begley
Rubén Calzado-Rosado
Alex Hendrickson
Becky Morgan
May 11
Andrea Moorehead

May 18
Ruth Gaskins

May 26
Margaret Demmel

May 19
Darlene Gibson
Lucille Lancaster
Shelby Overholts

May 28
Jerry Hampton
Sophia Jenkins

May 22
Jeanette Schwab

May 12
Jerry Begley

May 24
Marilyn Shearer

May 15
Madison Coots
Anastasia Osterbrock

May 25
Andrew Coots
Ian Logan

May 16
Kyle Hensley
Olivia West

May 29
Dorothy Hollowell
May 30
Bob Burtis
Alaina Witmer
May 31
Isaiah Witmer

If your name is missing from our birthdays list, it is unintentional and we simply do not have your birthdate on file.
Please message us with the information. Email info@firstbaptisthamilton.org or call (513) 868-1412.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

_

Three principles to encourage private prayer
By Christopher Ellis Osterbrock
Associate pastor/youth
How many books and articles have been written on the topic
of prayer? Such time and teaching echoes a sense in
Christian hearts: “I should be better at this.” One verse
channels this sentiment into proper action, “Continue
steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2). Three principles greet us:
steadfastness in prayer, watchfulness over prayer, and
thankfulness for prayer. Surely a glance at these principles,
and a nod from Puritan Thomas Brooks (1608–1678), will
edify our private prayer.
Steadfastness in Prayer
During the plague outbreak of 1665, Brooks wrote on the
necessity of private prayer: The Privy Key of Heaven. He
gives arguments to bolster prayer practice, while relating
why Christians don’t pray as they ought. Our negligence is
summed up simply enough: laziness––Christians do not
take seriously the unsearchable riches gained from time in
private prayer. Brooks writes, “There is not a greater
hindrance to closet prayer than sloth and idleness. Certainly
such as had rather go sleeping to hell, than sweating to
heaven, will never care much for closet-prayer.”[1] Two
areas deserve attention: our slothfulness in discipline and in
maintaining a proper doctrine.
Steadfast against Sloth
Growth in prayer is not like a magic spell. Spiritual health is
progressive; it’s meant to take a lifetime or it wouldn’t be
worth the fight. Results are not immediate as we are led to
believe by shelves of mystic encounters and beatific visions.
Healthy, invigorating closet prayer grows by habit and
regular Bible reading. Note the importance of Paul’s
language, steadfastness. Our sloth isn’t going away anytime
soon; therefore, we attack it, understanding the mercies of
the Spirit aren’t going away either. “The word dwells most
richly in their hearts who are most pouring out their hearts
before God in their closets.”[2] When we recognize our
inadequacy in prayer, then we are prepared to engage
anew: “I can be better at this, by God’s grace.”
Steadfast for Doctrine
Brooks argues that the secret to healthy prayer practice is to
“have one eye upon a divine precept and another upon a
gracious promise.”[3] If the Bible is not our guide in how to
pray, then we are not praying as Christians. Be steadfast in
praying God’s words back to him. The healthiest way to be
steadfast in prayer is by utilizing Scripture, not worldly
inventions. As we grow in our saving knowledge of the
triune God, we will likewise grow in our intimacy during
prayer. Knowing the right things of God provides us with
more to share and less confusion as to “what do I say
next?” Be steadfast; beasts are seeking to undo the
greatest asset to spiritual growth and intimacy––biblical
doctrine. Break free from idleness, break open your Bible.
Watchfulness over Prayer
Private prayer is the healthiest way to pick a fight with the

world. Why does Satan, the prince of this world, hate private
prayer? Brooks writes: first, it spoils all of his snares;
second, it delights and gives glory to God; third, prayer is
the means to our greatest intimacy with Christ; and fourth,
prayer is the greatest means of attacking our pride.[4] We
must strive in making greater enemies with the enemy of
our Lord.
Watch over Your Method
Are you mindful of how you pray? Peter urges we prepare
our minds for action, action that would include the spiritual
discipline of prayer (1 Peter 1:13). By taking God’s word and
synthesizing it in our spiritual practice, we break from the
chains of this world. See what happens when you approach
the spiritual battle through biblical methods of prayer.
There is no service wherein Christians have such a near,
familiar, and friendly intercourse with God as in this of
private prayer; neither is there any service wherein God
doth more delight to make known his truth and faithfulness,
his grace and goodness, his mercy and bounty, his beauty
and glory to poor souls, than this of private prayer.[5]
Our private prayers become anemic when we veer from
biblical methods. Let’s watch for adding worldly conventions
to our prayer, and draw nearer to biblical models of prayer.
Watch out for Mercy
Prayer is a gift of mercy. Our preservation does not depend
on the health of our prayer life, but prayer is a gifted means
to experience our preservation, to continue and strive after
the object of our faith. Consider the intimacy experienced
even as you struggle with what to say. The Holy Spirit is
with us in our groaning, interpreting our inexpressible
thoughts (Romans 8:26–27). Do not neglect prayer because
your experience isn’t as mystical as you desire. Maybe it is
far more “mystical” than you can imagine! Seek to
comprehend the merciful wonder of prayer.
Thankfulness for Prayer
We are not only thankful in our prayers, but thankful for the
ability to pray. We can pray because Jesus Christ has loved
us and given us his name (John 17:26), that we may
experience the assurance of our union with him. God
desires to have your time and your intimacy. Be thankful
that we can pray at all!
Thankfulness that We Can Pray
Prayer is the privilege of those indwelled by the Holy Spirit.
If you are his, then Jesus specifically prayed for you, that
you be able to pray above and beyond your abilities and
imaginings. Brooks shares, “Christ gives you a commission
to put his name upon all of your requests; and whatsoever
prayer come up with this name upon it, he will procure it an
answer.”[6] Be thankful you can pray in his name; not only is
he with you, but his Spirit invigorates whatever time you
spend in prayer––whether or not you feel it!
There is plenty of writing on prayer, this glance at
Colossians 4:2 is little different, but we’re quick to forget the

Continued from Page 8
importance of the closet. If you are struggling in your private
prayer life, take time to pray over these principles, it may
strengthen your practice. Too often we must be reminded of
the sweetness of time spent with the “privy key of heaven.”
So I urge you, in Jesus’ name, grow more steadfast in
private prayer, more watchful of the temptations that lead
you from private prayer, and ever more thankful of the
gracious gift of communion with your Savior.

[1] Thomas Brooks, The Privy Key of Heaven, in The Works
of Thomas Brooks, vol. 2, ed. Alexander B. Grosart
(Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 1980), 279.
[2] Brooks, Privy Key of Heaven, 176.
[3] Brooks, Privy Key of Heaven, 277.
[4] Brooks, Privy Key of Heaven, 295.
[5] Brooks, Privy Key of Heaven, 176.
[6] Brooks, Privy Key of Heaven, 274.

Matthew 25: Ministries collection bin moved
to back part of lower parking lot
Many people in our church have donated clothing to
Matthew 25:Ministries. We have been taking donations
each month to the facility when we volunteer there. To
help alleviate some of our own hauling to and from the
building, Matthew 25 placed a collection bin on our church
property. It often sends a driver here to get those
donations. The bin was originally located at the northeast
corner of the bottom-level parking lot but has since moved
to the northwest corner, closer to the building. Due to the
COVID-19 quarantine, M25M is picking up donations less
frequently. It is still picking up on occasion, and if there is
room in the bin you may still leave items in it. Clothing
only, please. If the bin is full, please do not leave items
outside of the bin. As we currently don’t have space to
store donations, we suggest you take them to another
collection site such as Serve City. Thank you.

AUTOMATED GIVING
Tithing has changed through the COVID-19 quarantine.
The church’s doors have been closed to the public for
many, many weeks. Folks are sending in their tithing
envelopes to the church. Some have gone a step further
and taken the leap to making online donations, which has
been of great help to us.
We know there are people who are concerned with
security or simply not understanding the process, so we
want to break that down for you.
There are two ways to do automated giving for First
Baptist Church of Hamilton. The first is to simply call your
bank and ask if you can set up an automatic payment.
Many folks do this, and typically it generates a check that
is mailed from the bank to the church.
The other way to set up automated giving is online
through The Giving Spring. This is the digital payment
platform we use, our paid service, that allows transactions
to occur for the church. We have instructions laid out for

you on our website. Visit www.firstbaptisthamilton.org and
click “give.”
When you are on the website, you will be able to decide
if you wish to give a one-time donation or set up recurring
payments. The recurring payments are a great option in
this time of uncertainty. It’s good for when the doors are
closed and people still wish to tithe, such as during this
quarantine or in inclement weather.
To those who have made sure the church has received
their tithes, thank you so very much. As we always have,
we rely on the offerings to have cash flow and to keep our
building open, staff paid, and bills up to date. We are so
appreciative.
If you have questions about the tithing process, please
contact the Board of Trustees or a staff member.
We want to say a BIG thank you to the women who
have been counting the tithes for us each week. We
especially thank Evelyn Maddox, Janet Day and Nella
Hurst for their efforts.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tithe online at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/give
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to watch the sermons online
To see the Sunday Worship service, visit our church
website, www.firstbaptisthamilton.org, or Facebook page at
10:30 a.m. on Sundays. We will provide links to watch it
live, which means you are able to interact and say hello.
Many folks who watch on Facebook have been able to
converse and say hi to one another. If you don’t have
Facebook, we post the video directly on the website or you

may link to YouTube to watch it. We keep the videos on
our website on the “videos” page for several weeks.
For those who don’t have internet access but still wish to
watch the service, call the church at (513) 868-1412 and
we’ll mail you a DVD. The DVDs are also available on a
table outside of the church by the main lobby. We’ve also
made The Gospel Project guides available there.

MISSIONS
Missionaries for the month of May:
Katherine & Wayne Niles (Congo)
Wayne Niles is part of a team of missionaries and
Congolese Christians implementing a multi-faceted
development project in conjunction with Interchurch Medical

Assistance (IMA) and a group of international donor
agencies. The project promotes healthcare and
developments efforts — both in agriculutrual and economic
development.
Katherine Niles works with a group of Congolese Christian
professionals to train health promoters in rural and urban
communities.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Missionary Katherine Niles prepares reusable AB Women’s masks for Baptist hospitals
By Katherine Niles
International Ministries missionary
Masks are in the news. Whole countries are in urgent
need of hundreds of millions of disposable masks. When
COVID-19 arrived in Congo four weeks ago, popular
demand for masks sky-rocked and now disposable surgical
masks have become “black market” goods. Street vendors
offer single use surgical masks for $1.70 each.
I, however, have an abundance of reusable cloth masks.
Each is a hand-made, neatly stitched, labor of love by
untold numbers of American Baptist women who contribute
to White Cross.
The beauty of these masks is they can be washed, sun
dried, sterilized, and used again. A mask facilitates care
given patiently and appropriately while decreasing risk of
infection / contagion for both care-giver and patient.
In the normal routine, Baptist mission hospitals don’t go
through a huge supply of masks because they are used
predominantly during surgery, and cloth ones can be reused many times. With COVID 19 bearing down, our
hospitals will need at least one mask for every care-giver.
Thanks to White Cross, we have an ample supply!
So this week I prepared parcels of additional masks to send
to Baptist hospitals. Bunched together in one large box in the
last White Cross container, I methodically unpacked, unbunched, re-folded, and counted masks into groups of ten. It
was a time consuming task that gave me time to reflect. In
this pandemic requiring social distancing, confinement, and
protective barriers in caring for patients, a hand-made cloth
mask draws Congolese medical providers together with
women living thousands of miles away who took their time to
make them. While slowing the march of a virus means
separating ourselves from others, this mask in my hand is
crafted by members of the body of Christ, so other members
far away can continue to serve in God’s name.
Even in Congo, the current generation of physicians is
accustomed to disposable masks. But these reusable cloth
ones were the only option during my father’s 35 years as a
physician in Congo. Answering a knock at the office door,
there stood young Dr. Miriam Katele (named after my
missionary nurse mother), wearing a disposable mask. She

works at the Baptist Hospital in Kikongo, and came urgently
to Kinshasa to purchase supplies, but couldn’t find masks.
Her father, a diligent and effective physician with an
impactful career in Congo health care, was among the first
Congolese medical residents trained at the Vanga
Evangelical Hospital. I held up a mask. “Miriam, when your
father and mine worked together at Vanga, these were the
only kind of masks they had!” “Oh, we need those masks
today in Kikongo!” We laughed, and she left the office with
eighty.
As we enter a fearful chapter for Congo’s health care
workers in woefully under-supplied hospitals, how cool is
God that many helping hands have already reached out to
others in need with this labor of love through White Cross.
Please also pray that God’s divine protection cover these
providers as they serve their patients during this pandemic.
To donate or write to Wayne and Katherine Niles, send a
check to:
American Baptist International Ministries
1003 W. 9th Avenue, Ste A
King of Prussia, PA 19406
Put ‘on-going support for Wayne & Katherine Niles’ in the
memo

___________________________________________________________________________________
Bible Book of the Month ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. Malachi
The Bible book of the month is selected by the American Baptist Women’s Ministries.

___________________________________________________________________________________

The Gospel Project: Volume 3 Into the Promised Land
Unit 9 Cycle of Judges
4/19 3.9.1 The Pattern of Rebellion Judges 1-3
4/26 3.9.2 The Wisdom of a Deliverer Judges 4-5
5/03 3.9.3 The Weakness of a Rescuer Judges 6-8
5/10 3.9.4 The Humiliation of the Proud Judges 13-16
5/17 3.9.5 The Hope of Redemption Ruth
Unit 10 Samuel and King Saul
5/24 3.10.1 God Calls a Prophet 1 Samuel 1-3
5/31 3.10.2 God Rescues His Ark 1 Samuel 4-6
6/07 3.10.3 God Rejects a King 1 Samuel 8-15
Unit 11 Great King David
6/14 3.11.1 A Shepherd Slays a Giant 1 Samuel 16-17
6/21 3.11.2 A Fugitive Spares His Rival 1 Samuel 24
6/28 3.11.3 A Servant receives God's Promise 2 Samuel 6-7
_______________________________________________

Missionaries working in Haiti concerned
Greetings. We were evacuated taking the last mission
plane out of Haiti. We are now in Mesa, Arizona where we
are trying to find ourselves. Since we arrived, we are in selfquarantine. The news of coronavirus is really stressing us
out. Now we decided not to watch TV but 30 minutes news.
We are more preoccupied by the conditions of our people
in Haiti.
Most of them live in a small crowded space 10 or more
persons. How to keep social distance is a big question. Most
of them have no clean water to be washing hands. We dug
some pumps, but they are not enough. Soap can be another
problem they need to use all day washing hands.
No electricity to keep food cold. No saving to buy food
when in confinement. Many families must go out daily to buy
and resell. Whatever profit they make they buy food for the
evening. If forced to stay locked down. Famine will kill more
than Corona virus.
Many less educated people do not believe that this virus is
for black people. Many believers believe strongly that God
will not permit such a cruel disease kill Christians. They pay
little attention to what the authorities are saying.
We are praying that Haiti gets spared. Otherwise the entire
world will descend to bury our people.
Please keep our people in prayers.
— Kihomi Ngwemi and Nzunga Mabudiga

Activities in Green Lake, Wisconsin canceled
A message from International Ministries:
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!
As with so many others around the country and around the
world, my plans and expectations for the month of March and
April have been reshaped by the rapid acceleration in official
action in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
As the world continues to manage the weight of this
pandemic, we at IM have felt its effects in our hearts as well as
in our operations. Our initial priority was to ensure that all IM
domestic and international personnel were in locations where
they could safely “shelter in place” and access needed
resources for a lengthy period of time. We praise God for
making that possible. We continue to pray for you, our friends—
that you and your families are and will remain safe and sound.
In view of the currently available information concerning the
expected trajectory of the pandemic, which is not expected to
end worldwide for at least several months, IM leadership has
decided to cancel the World Mission Conference and our
Hear the Call Conference scheduled for July 2020. This was
a prayerfully and carefully considered decision, and a very
difficult one. For IM, the World Mission Conference is like our
Olympics. Leaders, missionaries, aspiring missionaries, and
supporters alike look forward to this annual gathering that
brings news, testimonies, and encouragement from all over
the globe. It allows our usually dispersed family to break
bread and worship together.
However, as much as we will miss the opportunity to gather,
it is clear to us that cancellation is the wisest and safest course
of action. Given the nature of COVID-19 transmission, it would
not be prudent for several hundred people from different
regions of the world to gather in close quarters. Ever shifting
travel restrictions may also leave attendees stranded far from
home. In this time of heightened stress and anxiety, we want
to be good neighbors and do our utmost to “flatten the curve”
and otherwise contribute to ending this pandemic.
IM is currently reviewing options for web-based alternatives
that would provide the sense of connectedness that the World
Mission Conference brings. In the meantime, please check out
the journals of IM missionaries, many of whom are sharing
about how COVID-19 has impacted their part of the world.
Finally, like many other non-profit and charitable
organizations, IM is concerned about the potential financial
effects of COVID-19, because charitable giving is often
impacted during times of economic distress. If you were
planning to attend the World Mission Conference, would you
prayerfully consider giving a portion of the money you would
have spent (on travel, lodging, or conference fees) to the
general fund, world mission offering or to support IM
missionaries? Your generosity now will support IM for difficult
days ahead and ensure the work of God’s mission through
IM continues.
Thank you for your continued support and prayer for IM.
You are in our hearts and prayers as we walk through this
challenging season as one family in Christ. May the Lord
Jesus redeem our present difficulties in ways that will fill us
with gratitude and awe in future days.
Prayerfully,
Rev. Sharon T. Koh

Thank You
From Joe, Julie and Katie Ford
Dear church family: Thank you for your prayers, comforting
words, and the many cards that you sent when my brother
Tom passed away. Having the love and support of our
church family has been a Godsend for myself and my family,
and we hold dear your prayers and expressions of sympathy.
________________________________________________

Are you receiving phone calls from us?
Throughout the quarantine, we’ve sent numerous phone
calls to keep folks updated on the church’s closure and what
we’ve offered in terms of videos online. If you have not been
receiving any at all, please let us know. Call us at (513)
868-1412 or email info@firstbaptisthamilton.org and we’ll
look into why you may not be getting them. If you have
recieved 1-2 a week, then that is normal.
________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

OUR STAFF
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Clemens (513) 341-1965………….…Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Osterbrock …….……Associate Pastor & Youth
Katie Simpson………………………….…..Director of Family Ministries
Claire Metzger……………………….….Director of Children’s Ministries
Roger Chamberlain………………..………Director of Blended Worship
Shon Morgan………….…Director of Modern Worship & Small Groups
Rubén Calzado-Rosado …………..……………Director of Latino Ministries

We need cleaning wipes
If you are out getting supplies and find Lysol/Clorox
disinfecting wipes, please consider buying a bottle or two
extra and donating it to First Baptist. We have wipes but
would like to build a stock for when the church reopens, and
they are hard to find right now. Thank you!
________________________________________________

Annual RUSH camp canceled for 2020
For a number of years, our youth ministry has partnered
with United and then what became known as RUSH summer
camps. As you may assume, the camp experience is taking a
big hit because of the current Coronavirus pandemic. At this
time Camp Chautauqua will not be offering RUSH, or any
other camp, this season. However, we will not be without
FSM events this summer! Our team is working to host First
Baptist events at the end of this season that will supplement
your summer camp needs! Feel free to contact me if you
would like to discuss this announcement further.
— Pastor Chris Osterbrock

(meets at St. Clair Ave. Baptist)

Laurin Sprague……………………………..……..Director of Adult Choir
Mandy Gambrell…………………………….……….Office Administrator
________________________________________________________

WE’RE ONLINE
Visit us at
firstbaptisthamilton.org
and click “resources”
for audio and video
podcasts, newsletters,
announcements
and more!

/firstbaptisthamilton
@fbchamilton
@fbchamilton
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“The Courier” is a monthly publication of The First Baptist
Church of Hamilton, Ohio. The deadline to submit articles is
the 15th of each month. Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel
Clemens. Editor: Mandy Gambrell, Our purpose statement:
We are believers in Jesus Christ, called of God, Gathering
for Worship, Instruction, and Fellowship … Scattering for
Care, Evangelism and Transformation of the World for His
Kingdom.
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