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JesusReveals
His Power
Summary and Goal
In the previous unit, we took a look at the beginnings of Jesus' earthly ministry. In
this unit, we will continue that story. Specifically, in this session, we will examine
how Jesus revealed His power throrighout His early ministry. As we do sc'i, we will
see how the ways in which Jesus taught and performed miracles with authority
displayed His identity as the Son of God, the Orie who has the power to proclaim
and provide salvation. It is because we have experienced this power of Jesus to save us
from sin that we continue His missicm of compassionately telling others of His love
and salvation.

Session Outline

1. Jesus reveals His power (Mark 1:21-28).
2. Jesus proclaims His purpose (Mark 1:35-38).
3. lesus displays His compassion (Mark 1:39-42).
BackgrounJ Passage: Mark 1.21-2:12
Session in a Sentence

Jesus taught with authority and perFormed miracles to reveal that He is the
Son of God.

Christ ('onnprtion

From the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry, the people recognized that He was
different. Jesus taught with authority and performed miracles to fulfill the purpose
of His earthly ministry and show that He is the Son of God, the One who came to
proclaim and provide salvation.
Missional Application
Because we have experienced the power of Jesus to save us from sin, we tell others
about salvation through Christ with compassion for them today and coxicern for
them for eternity.
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EXPLAIN: Share the information from the paragraphs on page 98 in the DDG about Bob Parr, the father from
The Incredibles, and how he must hide his powers in order to conceal his identity.
A display of power often exhibits not only authority but also identity. In the movie
The IyicreJibles, a family of superheroes has been Eorced into hiding, living as civilians in
the suburbs because of a change in the public's perception of superheroes. Bob Parr, the
father of this family, must hide his powers so that his identity as Mr. Incredible will not
be revealed.

Everybody knosvs who Mr. Incredible is by his povvers of superhuman strength. On a
number of occasioxis, Bob has lost control of himself and displayed his extraordinary
strength in front of other civilians, resulting in multiple relocations of his family. But
when he lifts a car up above his head with the ease of lifting a baby arid slams someone
through multiple walls as if they were made of paper, his secret identity becomes
apparent to all around him once again.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

Q

What are some other stories of people hiding their power in order to
esvt-rssiesr rsrsl:raes rs{4:tse??ve* C
hide their identity? uiiucibuvci
9ullueUlll' :ers; Superman; Spider-Man:
- Q l -s i- l
=satman; o?acx t-'anxner ana tne xeople of Wakanda; an undercover boss)
I"I -a + ? -s
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SAY: Bob Parr had power that revealed his identity, but he had to hide it. Unlike Bob Parr, Jesus did not need
to hide His power or who He was. (On some occasions, Jesus did choose to conceal His identity, not out of fear
but according to the will of His Father.) Instead, He taught with authority and displayed His power to back up
that authority.

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine how Jesus reve:aled His power throughout His early ministry.
As we do so, we will see how the ways in which lesus taught and perfaormed miracles with authority displayed His
identiry as the Son of God, the One who has the power to proclaim and provide salvation. It is because we have
experienced this power of Jesus to save us from sin t}iat we continue His mission of compassionately telling others
of His love and salvation.
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Jesus reveals His power (Mark 1:21-28).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Mark 1:21-28 (DDG p. 99).
2' And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered
the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he
taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately
d'xere was in their synagogue a man with an undean spirit And he cried out,
2" "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?
I know who you gre-the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked mm, saying, "Be
silent, and come out of mm!" 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying
out widi a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they
questioned among *emselves, saying, " What is this? A new teaching with authority!
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28 And at ona: his fame
spread everywhere throughout all the sutrounding region of Galilee.

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 99) to emphasize that Jesus spoke on His own authority
rather than depending os'i the words of other experts arid sclxolars.
lesus effortlessly revealed His authority through His teaching. He did not need to
convince anyone of His authority with eloquent speeches because His words spoke for
themselves. Jesus was able to teach in such a manner because His words came entirely
from His own authority. lesus' speaking with such authority revealed who He is-the
Son of God-though the people did not recognize it at the time.
@

As we see in this passage, it rapidly became evident to those around 'Jesus that His words were not like the
typical teaching they were used to hearing in the synagogue. The scr;bes of the day did not merely copy
things down but aided the people's understanding of scriptural principles by teaching and interpreting the
Iaw. They were scholars, yet they did not interpret the Scriptures using solely their own opinion; rather,
they quoted and cited other experts and scholars.

mustration: Politicians often attempt to estr:tblisb their authority through their words. By carefully crafting
speeches and appealing to people's policy preferences, they attempt to sway the public in their favor and
convince people they are the right person for the job. Jesus, on the other hand, reveJed His inherent
authority and power through His words.
INTERAC 'T. Ask gro?ip members the following question.

@

What makes someone recognizable and believable as an authority on a
*aving
Dosltl0n,
or
Oegree
triat
subject?
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PACK ITEM 11: FOLLOW THE KING: Call attention to the Timothy Keuer quote on this poster to
emphasize that Jesus was not merely an authority and He was not dispensing advice-He calls people to follow
Hirn as King.

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 99) to connect Jesus' authority and power over
demons with His deity as the eternal Son of God. alhen apply the tmth of Jesus' deity and power to your group
members' lives.

Jesus also revealed His power through His miracles, such as casting a demon out of
a man. His power supersedes that of demons and every other creature. The typical
technique for exorcisms in Jesus' day was to urge the demon out of someone by referring
to the power of one or m?iltiple gods while ?ising magical words and rituals. ' Jesus,
however, commanded the demon out of the man without reFerence to anyone else's
power because He is the Son of God, the Holy One of God, the One with all power.
* People today struggle to believe in the idea of demons. Some prcEcr to th ink of demon-possession in
the Bible as a misunderstood medical condition that we'd treat differently today, but this idea does not
explain the accounts in the Bible. In New Testament times, demons clearly had the povver to oppress and
possess people in an efFort to distract from and distort God's work in the world. But they were still under
the authority and threat of Jesus (Mark 1:24).
Application: Jesus' power, which flows from His deity, ought to inspire us as we follow Him. He has authority
over our entire lives because of His identity as the Son of God-He is our Creator (John 1:1-3). If our lives

are submitted to Jesus as Lord, then we will develop, as enabled by the Holy Spirit, an attitude of humble
obedience to the powerful Son of God, who is also our Savior. And how does Jesus command us to live? He
tells us to spread the good news about His power and authority over sin, death, and evil (Matt. 28:18-20;
see Mark 6:7-13).

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 99).
Jesus' Deity: The New Testament points to the deity of Christ by showing how
Hepossessesattributesthat alonepossesses,howHeperforms
that only God performs, and how He Himself claims to be the of God.

Essential Doctrine "lesus' Deity": Within the person of lesus Christ, there are two natures-the divine
nature and the human nature. Scripture teaches He is fuuy divine and fully human. His divinity is on display
in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3).
The New Testament also points to tl'ie deity of Christ by showing how He possesses amibutes that God alone
possesses (Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He perForms works that only God performs (Mark 2:5-1 2; John 10:28;
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17:2), and how He HimsJ claims to be the Son of God (Matt. 26:63-64; John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5).

*og

Jesus proclaims His purpose (Mark 1:35-38).
READ Mark 1:35-38 (DDG p. 100).
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and d'iere he prayed. "6 And Simon and d'xose who were
with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, "Everyone is
looking for you." 38 And he said to them, "Let us go on to the next towns, that I may
preach there also, for that is why I came out."

SAY: As a child, did you ever have your intentions questioned by your parents? Did you spontaneously proclaim
your love and appreciation for them only to have them look at you suspiciously and respond, "What do you
want?" Despite your genuine intentions (that time), they misunderstood your purpose.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 100) to explain that even d'iougl'i Jesus' miracles displayed
His compassion, Jesus' purpose was bigger than miracles, and the people around him misunderstood it.
Jesus knew the purpose of His ministry, but the people around Him often
misunderstood it. Both the people of Capernaum and Jesus' own disciples got caught
up in Jesus' rising fame and miraculous healings and were unable to see Jesus' purpose
behind it all (Mark 1:21-34). But before we judge the disciples for missing tl'ie point, let
us pause to consider our own lives. How often does our purpose of sharing Christ's love
through the gospel get lost in our longings and distractions?
Jesus' miracles were not to be an end in and of themselves. Jesus performed miracles partially because
of His genuine love for the individual who received the healing, but His miracles also served as a sign
of God's kingdom coming and driving back the power of Satan and death. Thus, miracles assisted
Jesus in His purpose to preach good news to the nations that He is the Son of God and He came
to bring salvation to humankind. Jesus' healings point to the fact that He is the One to heal our
broken relationship with God-He is our Messiah, come to free us from our sin and heal us of our
broken condition.

I[[ustration: If we stop on the road and stare at a road sign that says, "One mile to Chicago this way," but
never continue the journey, we will miss the greater beauty and joy of experiencing Chicago itself It is not
bad to get excited about a road sign and what it means as long as we remember the point of the road sign is to
direct us toward something much greater. Though we may long for and relish Jesus' miracles, we must always
long for Jesus and His real purpose more.
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INTERAC 1': Ask group members the following question.

@What are some things that may distract us from our purpose in life?
c
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 100) to stress that 'Jesus, as reflected in this passage, did
not leave His purpose ambiguous but clearly stated that He came to preach the gospel to the world. Emphasize
Jesus' example of prayer and apply this for your group members.
Jesus did not leave the world wondering
what His purpose on earth was. He declared
with clarity why He caame-so we might
know and follow Him. lherefore, He

gathered His disciples to move on-out
of Capernaum, away from the fame and
the crowds that sought after only His
miracles-in order that He might preach
e}sewhere. The Son of God came to preach
the gospel to the world.

Voices from
the Church
"Jesus must be our model
as we seek to balance the

needs and aspirations
of the people with the
purposeful perspective of
our broader mission." 2
-Dexter Maben

It is worth noting that J esus seemed to view retreating alone to be with the Father in prayer as essential.
Jesus may have been tempted to enjoy His fame and continue to perform miracles for the crowds, but
Jesus desired unity with the Father even more, so He prayed and obeyed. Although it was not easy to leave
behind the popularity and face the coming suffering of the cross, Jesus came to us from God for just this,
and so in this purpose He remained.
Appjication: As believers in Christ, we have access to the same abiding faithful love relationship with the
Father that Jesus had. We are invited into the same race, and like Jesus, we can finish well by not giving into
temptation and not yielding to the pressures of the world. Part of finishing well requires deep dependence on
God through abiding connection with Him in prayer.

I

SAY: Jesus didn't get caught up in worldly passions and pleasures, in temptations to fame and the idolatry of
works. He kept His heart, soul, mind, and strength fixed on His Father and His heavenly purpose. Even as fully
God, Jesus chose to fulfill His purpose on earth in a manner fully dependent on Father God. By communing
with God through prayer, Jesus stayed focused on the mission set before Him.
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Jesus die;plays His compassion (Mark 1:39-42).
READ Mark 1:39-42 (DDG p. 101).
39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out
demons. 4o And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, "If
you will, you can make me dean." 4' Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and
touched him and said to him, "I wiu; be clean." 42 And immediately the leprosy left
him, and he was made clean.

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 101) to establish the source of Jesus' compassion: His heart
of love for the Father and His creation.

Jesus, being fully divine and fully human, experienced the full range of human
emotions as the incarnate 5011 of God in His ministry here on earth; so His heart
was moved by the suffering of our world. His heart of love for the Father and people
moved Him to action. Jesus carried the concerns of His Father and experienced them
completely as a human. Jcsus hates evil and the ways it causes destruction ixi the world,
so He reached out and healed the leper who had come to Him in faith-a perfectly just
and compassionate response.
a That Jesus was not dispassionate to this man's suffering is a source of great hope to each of us-Jesus c';xres
about our suffering. l'his is geat news to us because as the Son of God, Jesus is the One who has the
power to do something about our suffering. By defeating death once and for all on the cross, He has freed
us from the power of and eternal enslavement to death, both here and now and fully in the age to come.
INTERAC T; Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some situations in your community that should move you to
act with the compassion of Christ? Jt:' plelJdTt:u lL) @lVt: dI l dI lbWt:I
oUr own to 7ump-start trie conversation)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 101) to affirm the kind of compassion Jesus showed by
coming into direct contact with the leprous man.
When Jesus healed the man of leprosy, He embodied a drastic kind of compassion.
He entered directly into the man's uncleanness to display His care. Touching this sick
man likely would have been revolting, unsettling, and made any person ceremonially
unclean. But lesus, being the fulfillment of the law and the source of all holiness
(Matt. 5:17), valued compassionate action over the perceptions of people. He was
un;Jraid and unashamed to enter into this man's undeanness to bring him out of it.
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Ilhtstration: When I first became a parent, I was shocked by the fact that I now tried to comfort my vomiting
daughter rather tban running away from vomit, as I did when I was a kid. (I actually tried to catcl'i l'ier vomit
once, thinking that would help -I don't know why.) A parent will not hesitate to go straight to their sick
child, maneuvering them out of their mess and helping them out of their dirty clothes. As a parent cleans
their child ofF, he or she may very weLl get some of the mess on themselves, but this doesn't stop parents
because they love their children and care about their well-being.
INTERAC T. Ask group members the fouowing question.

@Wh,at,kinds of fears or prejud.ices might h.inder us. frorn.being moved
with the same compassionate action as that of Christ?
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EXPLAIN: Use the third paragraph in t}'ie DDG (p. 101) to connect Jesus' compassion for the leper with His
compassion for us in our sin, by which we have the gospel.
In the same way that ] esus' compassionate heart for the man with leprosy caused Him
to move toward, not away from, the leper, so too Jesus' compassion causes Him to move
toward us even in our sinfulness. It is God's nature to be merciful, and being fully God,
Jesus extends merciful compassion to those in need. Jesus did not leave us alone in
our diseased condition of sin; instead, He entered straight into it to heal us of it by the
gospel-by His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead for us.
* Jesus' compassion led the Son of God to come face to face with our sin as a man and to die for it on the
cross. By faith in Him, J esus takes on our guilt so that He might end it and we might enter into the family
of God through Him. But the story doesn't end there.
a Vbe Son of God could not be defeated by death, the penalty e';?rneA by our sin. After substituting Himself
in our place and paying our debt, He rose victoriously from the grave to be enthroned at the right hand
of God, where He intercedes for us with continued compassion and continues to save sinners who have
faith in Him.
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: Jesus' teaching and miracles point us not only toward His power but to both His purpose and His
compassion as well. All three-power, purpose, and compassion-flow Erom His identity as the Son of God. In
light of this revelation, our purpose is clear: We are to continue to preach and share the good news of Jesus Christ
to the ends of the earth. Our purpose is defined by the One who is full of power. He equips us to fulfill that
purpose with the same power through His Holy Spirit. We are to proclaim the gospel wit?h the deepest depths
of compassion, entering with boldness into spaces of hurt and pain that our society teus us ought to be avoided
at all costs. We have a calling to tell others about salvation through Christ with compassion for them today and
concern for their eternity.
READ the following missional application staten'ient in the DDG (p. 102), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because we have experienced the power
of Jesus to save us from sin, we tell others

about salvation through Christ with
compassion for tl'iem today and concern for
them for eternity.
How wul you act in faith in light
of the power of the Son of God?
What are some ways your group
can display Jesus' compassion
to address the needs in

your community?

Voices from

Church History
"The life of a believer is a

series of miracles wrouBht
by 'the mighty God.' He is
mighty to keep His people
holy after He has made
them so, and to preserve
them until He brings to
completion their spiritual
existence in heaven."-'

-Charles H. Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

HOW will you adjust your
priorities to focus on your purpose of spteaang the gospel
of lesus Christ?

CI OSF IN PRAYER: Father, sin has broken Your good world and infected Your creatures, ai'id so, You sent
Jesus, Your one and only Son, to undo this curse. Thank You for bringing to pass Your saving purpose in lesus
tbrough His power, authority, and compassion. With the Holy Spirit working in arid among us, lead us to follow
after our King by seeking to proclaim the good news of the kingdom and minister to those in need. Arnen.
INSTRUC "n As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond ro the Daily Study
devotiot'is iii tbeir DDG (pp. 103-105), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 105) for mut?ial accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Througliout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
yo?ir group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
rJhe DDG (pp. 103-105) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 105) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 103-105) will help gro?ip members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one arid arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
a Share the following idea from tl'ie devotion for as a part of point l in
the session: 'When you read God's Word and observe the authority of Jesus
throughout its pages, do you resist and reject Him or do you marvel, believe,
and obey Him?

[fi

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
"Mitacles could heal the body, but the gospel message heals both body
and soul for eternity."
*

"Disease, sin, guilt, and shame stand no chance hefore the
compassionate touch of our Savior."

[3

Visit www.GospelProject.oom/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gaiii more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship ar>d accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 105)
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometin'ie during the week to reflect on the session
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using l'be Gospel Project in their groups.
a Encourage group membem to speak to one another ahout past experiences of
compassion as weu as future opportunities to exer6se it.
a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 1: Jesus Reveals His Power

Jesus reveals His power (Mark 1:21-28).
" The New Testament consistently used the word spirits to describe demons but always
with the adjectives unclem or evil, reflecting their nature . . . Demon-possessed people
mentioned in the Gospels and Acts showed various signs of their condition, including
speechlessness, blindness, fierceness, unusual strength, convulsions, foaming at the mouth,
insane ravings, self-destructive behavior, anti-social behavior (nudity), and the ability to
tell fortunes (divination). -I'he New Testament writers carefully istinguished between
demon possession arid illness (Mark 1:32). Demons could cause sickness and disease-like
symptoms, but demon possession was different from being sick . . . Jesus accepted the
certainty of demons and demon possession . . . He declared that His exorcisms showed the
defeat of Satan. alhey also indicated that the kingdom of God had come." 4

Jesus proclaims His purpose (Mark 1:35-38).
"Four verbs (rising/departed/went/prayed) emphasize Jesus' resolve to have fellowship
with h is Father. Jesus prayed at a very early hour: while it was still dark. Everyone is
looking for you. Peter and the others only see the needs and therefore do riot understand
why Jesus went away to pray (v. 35). Jesus intentionally rcmovcs himself from the crowds
and then goes on to the next towns, obeying the Father's call to preach the gospel." '

Jesus displays His compassion (Mark 1:39-42).
"Mark 1:16-45 presents a sort of typical day in the ministry of Jesus. He calls disciples,
teaches, heals and withdraws for prayer . . . The exorcism (Mark 1:23-28), the healing
of Peter's mother-in-law and general healings (Mark 1:29-34) and the healing of t}ie
leper (Mark 1:40-45) establish the fact that Jesus doesn't just talk; he is empowered to
heal. The healing miracles are proof of lesus' authority as a teacher . . . The exorcism
introduces more apocalyptic elements as the spirit wodd recognizes Jesus' identity.
Tl'ie messianic secret is introduced clearly (Mark 1:44). Finally, in Mark 1:35-39 Jesus
withdraws for prayer. Thus in Mark 1:16-45, the reader understands ?Jesus' ministry
to be composed of calling disciples, teaching, healing and prayer. And the two great
conflicts of the Gospel are prefigured as the Son of Man destroys the powers of evil
and the authority of Jesus Eaces the authorities of Judaism. In some ways the rest of the
Gospel is the working out of these two strands of conflict." ('
References
1. Fred L. Horton k.,"Exorcism," in Holman Illuslraled BLble Dicllonary ( Nashville, TN: B&H, 2003), 533.
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Jesus Reveals
His Mission
Summary and Goal
In the previous session we discussed lesus' ministry in Capernaum and how He
revealed His power, purpose, and compassion. In this session, we will look more
closely at Jesus' mission and how He revealed it to the people. We will consider how
Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's prophecy of the Messiah and how the people rejected lesus.
Ultimately, the rejection shown in His hometown of Nazareth would culminate in
His paramount rejection by the people at the crucffixion. In examining these truths,
we will see that the way Jcsus faced rejection can motivate us to continue to persevere
in our mission to proclaim salvation through Christ even when we face rejection,
including by those closest to us.

Session Outline

1. 'Jesus declared He is the Messiah of Isaiah's prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).
2. Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
3. Jesus continued His ministry despite the people's re')ecaon (Luke 4:28-31).
Backgrouru4 Passage: Luke 4:14-31
Session in a Sentence

Jesus declared that He is the promised Messiah and predicted that like the prophets,
He too would be rejected by the people.
Christ ronnprtion

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the propher Isaiah wrote of God's plan to
send someone to bring good news and redeetn His captive people. Jesus proclaimed
that He is the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy-the promised Messiah. Jesus was
rejected by the people, but it was through that very rejection-the cross-that He
provided redemption from sin.
Missional Application
Bccause we have been saved through the rejection and sacrifice of Jesus, we perscvere
in our mission even when we face rejecrion from t}'ie people closest to us.
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EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 106) about C. S. Lewis's l'be Lion, tbe lmtch, and the l&rdrobe
to comment on the role that ancient prophecy can sometimes play in stories.
Many stories are centered around a hero who fulfills an ancient prophecy, a "chosen
one" who saves the world as someone predicted they would long ago. For example,
in The Lion, tbe VVitch, and the ?rdrobe by C. S. Lewis, the four protagonists, Lucy,
Edmund, Susan, and Peter Pevensie, are predicted to ful'fill a prophecy. Their f'riends
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver tell the four siblings that there is a prophecy that says when rwo
Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve sit on the four thrones of Cair Paravel, then
the reign of the White Witch will be over and evil will be defeated. ' Such stories are
compelling to us. The characters in these stories surely face a lot of opposition along
the way, but they stick to their purpose and persevere in their quest as they fulfill the
prophecies foretold about them.
INTERAC T. Ask group members the fouowing question.

@

What real-life prophecies have been foretold about believers in Christ?
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SAY: Jesus is the real-life version of such a story. He is the fulfillment of an ancient prophecy. Although lesus
faced rejection f'rom the family and friends He grew up with, He continued to press on along the difficult path to
which He was called.

SUMMARIZE: In the previous session we discussed ?Jesus' ministry in Capernaum and how He revealed His
power, purpose, and compassion. In this session, we will look more closely at Jesus' mission and how He revealed
it to the people. We will consider how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's prophccy of the Messiah and how the people
rejected Jesus. Ultimately, the rejection shown in His hometown of Nazareth would culminate in His paramount
rejection by the people at the crucifixion. In examining these truths, we will see that the way Jesus faced rejection
can motivate us to continue to persevere in our mission to proclaim salvation throiigh Christ even when we face
rejection, including by those closest to us.

i

Toe additional commentaryfor tbis session is induded on page 159 in tbis Leader Guide.
For session-by-session training videos, pleage visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
For additiomj tembing options art other resources, please visit Gospell)roject.com/additionaj-resources.
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Jesus declared He is the Messiah of lsaiah's

prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 4:16-22 (DDG p. 107).

'6 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
aistom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.
'7 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to fflm. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written,
'8 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who axe oppressed, '9 to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
2o And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 2' And he began to say to them,
"Today this Scripmre has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22 And all spoke weu of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said,
"Is not this Joseph's son?"

SAY: Imagine the Jews in the synagogue, who recognized the ancient verses Jesus read, hearing Jesus declare
He is the promised Messiah. How incredible it must have been for this carpenter's son they had known from His
youth to declare He was the One coming to s'?ve their people!
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 107) to establish the boldness of lesus' claim to fulfill the
prophecy from Isaiah and the omniscience of God to proclaim the prophecy through Isaiah in the first place.
That lesus would claim to fulfill even one of the numerous Old Testament prophecies
about the Christ is bold, but He did so because He is who He says He is-the Messiah
who came to set the captives free from their sins. Only an all-knowing and sovereign
God could have foretold the Messiah's life with such accuracy hundreds of years before
the events came to pass. We serve a timeless God of complete knowledge and authority
who is worthy oE our trust.

I[[ustration: The odds that lesus could have fulfilled all the messianic prophecies of ffie Old Testament by cffince
are astronomical. Peter W. Stoner, a former professor iii mathematics and astronomy, for instance, concluded
that an extremely conservative estimate of the chances of a man fulfilling just eigbt messianic prophecies is l
in 10'7, which Stoner illustrated this way: "Suppose that we take 1@17 silver dollars and lay them on the face of
Texa.s. -n'iey will cover all of the state twci feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass
thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must
pick up one silver dollar a nd say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one?
Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all
come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote using their own wisdom." 2
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FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 107).
God Is Omniscient: God's knowledge is
time, He has known from all

, and as He is

of

whatever will come to pass.

Essential Doctrine "God Is Omniscient": Scripture teaches that God is all-knowing. He is the One who
"is perfect in knowledge" (lo):i 37:16), and this knowledge extends to all things past, present, and future,
including the future decisions of His free creatures. His knowledge is complete, and as He is outside of time,
He has known from all eternity whatever will come to pass. In response to God's omniscience, we admit our
finite knowledge and trust His decisions as wise and good.
EXPLAIN the following details about the Isaiah passage that Jesus read from.
a l'he passage Jesus read from Isaiah 61:1-2, with an insertion from 58:6, reveals that the Messiah's mission
is, in summary, to proclaim good news to the poor. Isaiah's prophecy provided hope to Jewish exiles
in Babylon that they would one day be free from their oppressors, but Jesus' ministry was aimed at the
ultimate fulfillment of this passage-freedom from sin for the whole world.

a Yet Jesus left off a reference to the day of God's vengeance from His reading of Isaiah 61:2. 'I'hough
judgment wo?ild certainly come one day, and in other places Jesus taught explicitly on this fact, Jesus'
primary purpose in His first coming to earth was to create a path of salvation for all people, lew and
Gentile alike.

INTERAC TE Ask group members the following question.

@What are some ways the good news of Jesus addresses the suffering
the world experiences today?
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E)G)LAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 107) to comment on how the people's response to Jesus'
claim to be the Messiah was initially positive. However, this would be short-lived.
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B)i declaring Himself to be the Messiah, Jesus would offend many, but that didn't
stop Him. As the Messiah, He would still act in accordance with His identity and
accomplish the things the Messiah was prophesied to accomplish. The people responded
positively to His words, but their affirmation was short-lived.

rig

Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the
prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
READ Luke 4:23-27 (DDG p. 108).
23 And he said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal
yourself.' What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as
well." 2" And he said, "Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.
2' But in tnith, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came
over all the Iand, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the
land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel
in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman
the Syrian."
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 108) to point out }iow Jesus anticipated the people's
rejection of Him and that this rejection foreshadowed the events that would lead to His crucifixion.
Jesus, being the divine Son of God,
possessed a knowledge of others' thoughts,
so He knew those in Nazareth held

some doubts about Him. l'he proverb
"Physician, heal yourself" would have
been an expression of doubt that Jesus
had performed the miracles they heard
He did. Jesus preempted their taunts by
predicting they would reject Him, just like
Israel had re)ected the prophets throughout
her history. Jesus' rejection in Nazareth
foreshadows His larger-scale rejection by the
lews in Jerusalem-His crucifixion.

Voices from

Church History
"He assumed a body
capable of death, in order
that it, through belonging
to the Word Who is above

alL, might become in dying
a sufficient exchange for
all, and, itself remaining
incorruptible through His
indwelling, might thereafter
put an end to corruption
for aLl others as welt, by the
grace of the resurrection." 3
-Athanasius (c. 296-373)

lesus knew that the path He walked would lead to rejection and death on a cross at the hands of the very
ones He came to save. In Nazareth, lesus was re)ected by those closest to Him; in Jerusalem, He was
rejected by the n'iajority of His own people. The Jews had received the prophecies of the coming Messiah
and were. waiting expectandy for a King to save them, but when He appeared and was not what t?hey
wanted, they spurned Hirn, just as Jesus predicted they would.
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INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@Wh.at doubts might arise in our own hearts as we consider the claims
of Christ?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 108) to elaborate on the significance of Jesus' references
to Elijah and Elisha in light of Israel 's history of rejecting the prophets during its darker periods.
In His declaration about the people's coming rejection of Himself, lesus reFerenced
Elijah and Elisha, recauing one of the worst periods of apostasy in Israel's history.
Elijah and Elisha were prophets to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, yet their work often
addressed those outside of the nation. Wl'ien tbe Israelites rejected God's blessings, those
blessings were extended to the Gentiles even though they were outside of God's chosen
people. In rejecting Jesus, the Jews would be rejecting God's blessing, just as their
ancestors had, and so, His ministry would go forth to the ends of the earth.
*

@

Jesus' examples of prophets Israel had rejected and their ministry outside of Israel:
-During a famine, Elijah went sent xiot to the widows of Israel but to a widow at Zarephath iii
Sidon-a Gentile (l Kings 17:8-24).
-Likewise, Elisha wet'it sent not to the many Israelite lepers but instead cleansed O?IIY Naaman the
Syrian-also a Gentile (2 Kings 5:1-19).
By speaking of this period of Israel's history, Jesus connected Himself to the prophers Elijah and Elisha
while likening the Nazarenes to the aposrate Israelites. lust as Elijah and Elisha had continued their
ministry in serviixg the Gentiles in the midst of their rejection by the Israelites, so would Jesus leave
Nazareth and continue His ministry elsewhere, and through His disciples, His message of good news will
reach the ends of the earth.

Illustration: Some years ago, two young scientists from Detroit, Michigan, tried to solve a frustrating
problem. They wanted to create a top-notch grease, dirt, and bacteria cleaner. They began experimenting
with formula after formula. One, two, three, 100, 200, 300, even 400 attempts, but they still were not
pleased with the results. Four hundred and eight times they failed to produce what they wanted, but on
attempt 409, they succeeded; hence, we have Formula 409", the common household grease-cutting cleaner. 4
Just as these scientists were undeterred by rejection, so Jesus moved on after encountering rejection in order
to fulfiu the plan God set before Him, which He also knew would extend the blessings of God to all d'ie
peoples of the world.

INTERAC 'T'. Ask group members the following question.

@Who are,some pe,ople on. th.e margins, of your community, and how can
you reach out to them with the gospel?
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Jesus continued His ministry despite the
people's rejection (Luke 428-31).
SAY: Conf'ronting someone is never easy, but sometimes it is necess:ary. Sometirnes our confrontations have the
best possible outcome we coiild hope for. Other times people respond negatively to our warnings. Although the
people of Nazareth had an opportunity to heed Jesus' warning, repent, and accept Him, they chose instead to
reject Him, just as He had predicted they would.
READ Luke 4:28-31 (DDG p. 109).
28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And
they rose up and drove him out of die town and brought him to the brow of the hill
on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the diff. 3o But
passing through their midst, he went away.
3' And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them
on the Sabbath,

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 109) to point out that while those in Nazareth rejected
lesus and attempted to throw him over a cliff: the appointed time for Jesus to die had not yet come. Note that
the rejectirin Christ faced in enduring the cross is the reason why His fouowers wiu not have to face rejection
before God.

Once again, the events following ?Jesus' sermon at Nazareth foreshadow the events that
would come to pass at Jerusalem. The people, angered by His message, attempted to
throw Him off a cli'ff to kill Him, just as the Pharisees would one day bring Jesus before
Pilate and the angry crowds would shout, "Crucify Him!" But Jesus was not to die
before His appointed time in Jerusalem, so in Nazareth, He passed through the crowd
and. left unharmed.

*

The Nazarenes drove Jesus out of His hometown, highlighting the rejection of Christ by the world. Yet
Jesus' ultimate rejection at the cross paved the way for all who believe in Him to be accepted rather than
rejected by God. Although we deserve to be rejected because of our sins, Christ bore o?ir rejection and
paid the debt we owe. Through Him we find salvation.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What comfort and encouragement should we take from the fact that
Jesus passed through the crowd unharmed?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 109) to highlight Jesus' commitment to continue His
ministry despite facing rejection, even in His hometown.
Near the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus experienced what could be described
as a spectacular failure. Not only was He rejected by His hometown, but the people of
His hometown, possibly including family and friends and family friends, wanted to kill
Him for His words. Yet lesus did not call it quits; He continued on with His ministry.
Jesus, the ultimate ambassador of the kingdom of God, faced head-on the kingdom of
this world and its opposition. In a world fi?ill of people who operate under the influence
of Satan, Jesus demonstrated the boldness of God's kingdom in His faithfulness to His
call even amidst rejection.

App[ication.' Of'ten times we can have a glorified view of what it means to follow Jesus. We might even think
becoming a Christian is a ticket to an easy earthly life. But while Jesus preached the peace of His kingdom,
the very fact that the kingdom of God is invading earthly spaces means that Christians will face opposition,
both spiritual and physical, as the time draws closer for Christ to return in His fullness.

Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, however, we too may press on in pursuing Christ and sharing His
gospel with the world even when we face painful rejection. In these times, we must cling to the i'ruth of the
gospel and continue to love all our enemies as we share the gospel with them and still more. Christ is our
examp}e of how to live in the face of rejeaion; we must remain faithful to the gospel mission. Fortunately,
He does not leave us all alone on this path. He is with us every step of the way and His Spirit guides us. No
matter how difficult the situation, we must take heart and pcrsevere iii our mission.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 109).
The World Opposed to God: In many instances in Scripture, the term world
refers to an active and evil spiritual force that is in direct conflict with God and

. This evil world force oppratp'-, i inder

His

control, displaying

the same self-centeredness and deceit that is found within his character.

Christians are called to overcome this world of spiritual evil by in the
Son of God.

Essential Doctrine " The World Opposed to God": There are tin'ies in Scripture where the term uiorld
refers to more than the physical planet Earth or the collective human population. In many instances, the
term reEers to an active and evil spiritual Force that is in direct conflict with God and His kingdom. This evil
world force operates under Satan's control (Eph. 2:2; John 14:30), displaying the same self-centeredness and
deceit that is found within his character. Christians are called to overcome this world of spiritual evil by faith
in the Son of (?;od (I John 5:4-5).
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My Mission
EXPLAI N: Fear of rejec6on can hinder ?is from fulfilling our God-g'ven mission because it can cause us to shy
away from the boldness that a faithful gospel witness requires of us. J esus chose to yield Himself in loving obedience
to the Father's plan over and above earthly feelings of rejection; in the same way, we too can choose to yield to the
Father's plan despite the momentary bouts of rejection we may feel at times. There is a legitimate cost that comes with
following lesus and living for His mission. We cannot pretend that it does not hurt our hearts when our friends or
family members drive us away. But in comparison with the reward of Christ, this cost is weu worth it. Jesus is worth
every ounce of suffering that comes on rhe dangerous road of following Him. So let us be bold in our mission, taking
heart that lesus did not @ve up in the face of rejection, even 011 the cross, and He will enable us to do the same.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 110), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because we have been saved through the
rejection and sacrifice of Jesus, we persevere
in our mission even when we face rejection
from the people closest to us.
How will you honor Jesus by
faith because of the freedom and

salvation He brings?
How might your group comfort
and encourage one another when
&ithWness to the gospel mission
leads to rejec6on?

Voices from
the Church
"Rejecti@n should not
drive us to dial back our
devotion to Jesus. Instead,
we lean into it. There's no

relationship more precious,
none more important ...
The cry of our heart ought
to be to know him. SharinB
in his suffering deepens
that knowing." s
-Kim Cash Tate

Who will you share the gospel
with even though you may experience rejection?
CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You love the world, but because of human sin, the world rejects Your good
purposes to redeem and restore through Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for sending Jesus as the Messiah who was
rejected by humanity so we could gain Your acceptance. As Your Son persevered in the face of rejection, help us to
rely on the Holy Spirit to do the same as we minister to sinners entangled in a world that hates You. Arnen.
PACK ITEM 12: EYES ON ETERNITY: Cut out these bookmarks and pass them out to group members to
help them keep a proper perspective on the rejection they may experience when sharing the gospel.
INSTRUC aT'. As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in d'ieir DDG (pp. 111-113), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 113) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 111-113) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 113) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 111-113) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests w}io may need one, or offer to get one arid arraxige a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
o Share the following idea from the devotion for as a part of point 2 in the
session: We who constitute the Christian church should not presume anything
merely because of our religious heritage. We must be careful to heed God's
Word whenever it is being proclaimed truthfully, regardless of the messenger.

[r

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
"God's people can have oonfidence that in the end we wiu truly see justice
fot au beaiuse of God's immutable goodness and His unwavering pmmises."
*

[#

"Iike Jesus, we too can trust in God to complete His plans knowing
that no harm wul come to us unless He permits it."

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gaiii more insig}xt into their daily stuaies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 113)
will help groups of 2-4 pcople to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Gospel I)roject in their groups.
it Encoiira7e group members to share about the re)ect3on they have each
experienced because of their faith in Christ and how the gospel speaks to this.
* See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 2: Jesus Reveals His Mission

Jesus declared He is the Mprriaih of lsaiah's

prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).
"This announcement takes place during Jesus' visit to the synagogue of Nazareth where
he publicly presents himself to the nation as God's Messiah. Invited by the leader of the
synagogue to read from the Scriptures, Jesus stands, is handed a scroll that he unrolls
to the intended passage, reads the passage, rolls the scroll up again, hands it back to
the attendant, arid sits down to speak while all eyes remain fixed on him (4il6-20).
The interest of those present is intense, and Luke prolongs the silence surrounding
the reading to make it clear that the eyes of an in the synagogue are fixed on Jesus'
every move." t'

Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the
prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
"Jesus implicitly put Himself in the same category of authority as the Old Testament
prophets Elijah and Elisha (vv. 25-27). Mso, by highlighting God's ministry to
Gentiles through these prophets-having sent Elijah to meet the needs of a widow
living outside Israel and having brought a foreign general to Elisha for healing-Jesus
underscored His intention to fulfill God's mission of extending the offer of salvation to
all people (i.e., including Gentiles among the poor, the captives, the blind, and the
opptessed; vv. 18-19). As the Jews had rejected the prophets of the Old Testament, so
the infuriated levvs rejcaed Jesus in His hometown synagogue (vv. 28-30)." 7

Jesus continued His ministry despite the
people's rejection (Luke 4:28-31).
" The attempt to kill 'Jesus (cf. 2:35) reveals that the shadow of the cross was cast early in
?Jesus' ministry . . . passing through their midst. Luke does not explain how Jesus did
this, but, since an entire mob was arrayed against him, some miraculous deliverance by
the power of the Holy Spirit would seem to be the case. It was not yet Jesus' time to die,
because his 'hour' had not come (22:53; John 7:30)." s
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Jesus Teaches
About New Birth
Summary and Goal
In the last session, we saw how lesus revealed His mission. In this session, we will
look at Jesus' teaching on the new birth, which is necessary to be able to see and
enter the kingdom of God. New birth involves all three Persons of the Trinity; it is a

gift of God the Father through the work of the Holy Spirit through faith in the Son
of God. l'he new birth is characterized by a hunger for obedience, and it motivates
us to share the good news with others as we trust in the transformational power of
the Spirit. The reconciling role of Christ on the cross makes possible the true and
lasting transformation of our hearts through the new birth.

Session Outline

1. New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8).
2. New birth comes through faith in the Son of God (John 3:9-15).
3. New birth is a gift from God the Father (lohn 3:16-18).
Bm:kgrouri Iassage: lohn 3:]-21
Session in a Sentence

lesus taught that the new birth is a gift from the Father and the work of the Spirit for
all who believe in the Son.

Christ Connection

Jesus ta?ight that new birth, not religious activity, is how a person enters the kingdom
of God aixd receives eternal life. New birth is given from God the Father through
faith in God the Son as a work of God the Spirit. Because of God's love, we are no
longer condemned because of our sin, but we have been given eternal life in Christ.
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Missional Application
Because we have been born again and have new life in Christ, we trust in God's
power to continue to transforn'i us and we call others to be born again.

Date of My Bible Study: ?
@ 2019 LifeWay Christian Resi:xirces

Group Time
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READ the paragraph in the DDG (p. l 14) about a boy named Kendall and the medical treatment he received
on account of the damage Kawasaki disease did to his heart.
When he was three years old, a little boy named Kendall shosved signs of Kawasaki
disease, a rare and potentiauy fatal condition that causes inflammation in blood
vessels and can damage the heart. On his second day in the Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia, Kendau's eyes suddenly rolled to the sidc and he stopped breathing. He
had a heart attack, and an aneurysm on one of his swollen arteries burst, filling his
chest cavity with blood. Since Kendall was at the hospital, he survived with immediate
surgery, but his heart was damaged beyond repair. Yet within a vveek, Kendall had
received a donor heart and is alive and healthy today. '
INTERAC T: Ask goup members the following question.

@What thoughts and feelings might you have if you needed a new heart
and then received one?
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EXPLAIN: Connect Kendall's story to the spiritual condition of every human being because of sin.
Kendau's condition could not be solved by patching up his heart. His disease was so serious, his heart so
damaged, that he necdcd a heart transplant-an entirely new heart-to replace the one that was broken.
@

*

Like Kendall, our hearts are damaged beyond repair. The difference is oiir hearts are not plagued by a
physical disease; they are rotted through and through with the spiritual disease of sin. Jesus taught that
only through a completely new birth can we enter the kingdom of God.

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will look at Jesus' teaching on the new birth, which is necessary to be able
to see and enter the kingdom of God. New birth involves all three Persons of the Trinity; it is a gift of God the
Father through the work of the Holy Spirit through faith in the Son of God. The new birth is characterized by a
hunger for obedience, and it motivates us to share the good news with others as we trust in the transformational
power of the Spirit. The reconciling role of Christ on the cross makes possible the true arid lasting transformation
of our hearts through the new birth.
Toe additional commentavyfiir tbis sessiotx is itu:luded O# page 160 in tbis Leadtr Guide.
For session-by-session training videos, pjease visit MinistryGrid.com/gospe[project.
For additiom[ teaching options and otber resources, please visit GospelProject.com/m:lrditiomd-resources.
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New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit
(John3:3-8).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 3:3-8 (DDG p. 115).
3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's wotnb and be born?" s lesus
answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born ofwater and the Spirit, he
cannot enter die kingdom of GO(1. (' That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be
born again.' 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit."
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 115) to comn'iem on Jesus' teac}iing about our iiiability to
solve our sin problen'i and the necessity of spiritual new birth by the Holy Spirit to overcome our sinful nature.
Our flesh is fallen, diseased with sin. Since God is holy, He cannot have sin in His
kingdom. arhis presents an obvious problem for us: We are sin&l; thus, we cannot
enter the kingdom of God as we are. Jesus made it clear that our sin problem is one
we cannot solve on our own. We cannot give ourselves a spiritual new birth any more
than a dog can make herself give birth to a kitten. New birth is a work of the Spirit; it is
not a physical experience but a spiritual one in which we are transformed and changed
so that our nature starts to align with God's nature.
Often we underestimate the weight and consequence of our sin. No amount of sacri'Fxces or religious
efforts on our part will heal our spiritual disease. No heart transplant will solve this problem-we need to
be born again into a completely new nature.
Jesus compared the spiritual work of the Spirit to the wind ("spirit" and "wind" are the same word in
Greek). Although we can't comprehend the wind or see where it comes from, we see its effects plainly
before us: the grass waves, the tree bends, the water swells. No one would suggest that because we can't
see the wind it does not exist. In the same way, we cannot understand the Spirit or see where the Spirit
comes from, nor can we control the Spirit or bend the Spirit to our will. But we can see the transforming
effects of the Spirit all the same because those who have been born again bear the fruit of the Spirit
(Gal. 5:22-23). We cannot remain unchanged after undergoing so radical a renewal.
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Iljustration.' When a dog gives birth to a puppy, no one exclaims in shock that it is a puppy. No one hangs
around in anticipation, wondering what species a pregnam dog will produce. allie headline "Dog gives birth
to puppy" won't make the front-page news. Dogs make more dogs. A dog cannot create a kitten. Jesus taught
tl'iat our spiritual new birth works the same way. By nature, flesh produces flesh; only the Spirit can birth
something that is spirit.
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FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 115).
Regeneration is the miraculous

, or the new birth, that takes

place within an individual through the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. It
is the

side of conversion, being the work of God within a person's life

that causes him or her to be

, a work that human effort is unable

to produce.

Essential Doctrine "Regeneration": Regeneration takes place at the beginning of the Christiaii life and
is the miraculous transformation, or the new birth, that takes place within an individual through the
supernatural work of tl"ie Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8; Titus 3:5). It is the divine side of conversion (a person
turning to Christ in repentance and faith), being the work of God within a person's life that causes turn or
her to be born again, a work that human &ort is unable to prod?ice.
EXPLAIN: Use the second paragrapl'i in the DDG (p. 1 15) to make clear that tbe comiiig of the Spirit was not
a completely newfound concept but a reality already depicted and anticipated in the Old Testament.
The Old '1-estament foreshadowed the new birth that would one day come in the Spirit.
New birth in the Spirit l'iad always been God's plan, a permanent solution to the siii
problem the law only temporarily addressed. Nicodemus, as a })harisee and a teacher of
the law, should have recognized this.
' Two Old Testament references foreshadowing the new birth through the Holy Spirit:
-God gave physical and spiritual life to Adam when He breathed into him (Gen. 2:7).
-Ezekiel's vision of dry bones coming to life when the breath entered the bodies describes the Lord
bringing His people to life when He puts His Spirit in them (Ezek. 37:l-14).
INTERAC T': Ask group n'iembers the following question.
How has the storyline of the Bible through the Old Testament
demonstrated the need for the new birth?
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New birth comes through faith in the Son of
God (John 3:9-15).
READ John 3:9-15 (DDG p. 116).

9 Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 'o lesus answered him, "Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? " Truly, truly,
I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but
you do not receive our testimony. '2 If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I teu you heavenly things? " No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended trom heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in 'd'ie wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '5 that vvhoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 116) to affirm that only Jesus possessed the knowledge and
authority to explain the new birth.
We often rely on learning from the knowledge of peop{e who have become experts in
their field. But only Jesus could provide the necessary teaching to answer Nicodemus's
question "How can these things be?" Jesus alone was able to explain the new birth, and
His teaching is certainly trustworthy because He has divine authority. He has come
down to us from heaven and possesses wisdom beyond our wildest imagination. As the
eternally begotten Son of God, Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity. I-'Iis authority is
unshakable and more worthy of trust than the most educated of our earthly teachers.
*

Prior to Jesus, there was no human expert on heavenly things who could teach the world. No one ever
ascended up into heaven and then came back down to talk about it. Even the two Old Testament people
who went up to heaven apart from death-Enoch (Gen. 5:21-24) and Elijah (2 Kings 2:11) -never came
back to earth bearing the wisdom that can only be found there. Jesus, however, did possess heavenly
wisdom, not because He had ascended into heaven, learned it, and returned with it but because He, the
Word, created the heavens and the earth, dwelled in heaven, and descended from there to earth as the

embodiment of God's wisdom (John 1:1-3,14; Col. 2:2-3).

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some reasons we should trust Jesus' teaching?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 116) to show how Jesus presented Himself as the answer
to Nicodemus's question by comparing His eventual work on the cross to ti'ie bronze snake in the wilderness.
The answer to Nicodemus's question "How
can these things be?" is lesus, the Son of
God. lesus, like the bronze snake, was

lifred up on the cross, both physically and
figuratively. He was physically elevated on
the cross, raised up on the beams of wood,
which played into His figurative elevation at
the cross, being raised up by God for a time
of suffering to accomplish our salvation.
Just as the bronze snake was the conduit of

God's love and grace to heal the Israelites, so

Voices from

Church History
"SaLvation comes through a
cross and a crucified Christ.

Salvation is the fellowship
with the crucified Christ

in the spirit of his cross.
SaLvation is union with

and delight in, salvation is
participation in, the humility
of Jesus." 2

-Andrew Murray (1828-1917)

Jesus is the demonstration of God's love and
grace [O sgVe sinllers.

Jesus recalled the story of Moses and the bronze serpent (Nun'i. 21:4-9), in whicl'i the disobedient

Israelites were bitten by poisono?is snakes and would die ?inless they looked at the image of a bronze snake
mounted on a pole. New life was given to all who gazed upon the snake. It was lifted up that all may have
the opportunity to see it and be saved from the consequences of their disobedience.

The cross was a thing of shame in Roman times, a publicly humiliating and excruciating way to die
reserved for the most lowly of criminals. But Christ transformed His cross into a thing of glory and honor.
He was obedient to the Father even unto death and stopped at nothing to free au those who believe in
Him from the power of sin and death. The cross of Christ has become a symbol of victory. Instead of
reminding us of death, it points us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ's sacrifice, we may
receive eternal lfe if we believe in Him. This is how, as Nicodemus inquired, "these things can be." What
was once impossible on our own is now made possible in Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection grant
us new birth and eternal life by faith.

Iljustration: Giving birth is a painful and laborious process, but sometimes a natural binh is not possible
because of the high risk of harm for the mother, the child, or both. In such instances, a Cesarean section, or

C-section, is typically perEormed. The baby is removed from the mother's womb through her abdomen by a
surgical team. Sometimes a birth just isn't possible without the intervention of someone else. Our spiritual
new birth is impossible without the intervention of Jesus Christ.

PACK ITEM 13: LIFE ITSELF DIED: Call attention to the Augustine quote on this poster to emphasize the
importance of Jesus' crucifixion for our new birth (life) as you transition to the next point about lesus being given
as the Father's gift to secure our eternal life.
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New birth is a gift from God the Father
(John 3:16-18).
SAY: As discussed previously, new birth only comes by the Spirit. We cannot accomplish new birth by our flesh;
rather, it must flow from God. Also previously established, new birth by the Spirit is only possible through the
Son. Through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our debt is paid and we are put in a
position to receive new birth in the Spirit. But God the Father is also involved in the new birth.
READ John 3:16-18 (DDG p. 117).
16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. '7 For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. '8 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not helieve is

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 117) to focus on the new birth as a Trinitarian work:
Salvation is a gift given to us by God the Father, obtained for us through God the Son's death and resurrection,
arid initiated in us by God the Holy Spirit.
l'he doctrine of the Trinity is an important belief for tl'ie Christian, axid all three
Persons of the Trinity-the Father, the Son, and the Spirit-are at work in the new
birth of believers. This passage }iighlights that riot only does new birth involve the Spirit
and the Son but it originates as a gift from the Father. God the Father gave the gift of
His Son for our salvation, and this gift came with a terrible, high price-the death of
His one and only Son so that we would not perish in our sin.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some ways we should respond to God for the gift of His Son?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 117) to stress that God losres the world not because the
world is lovable but because love is His nat?ire; therefore, God sent His Son so we would not be condemned.

John tells us that the reason God sent His one and only Son to die a terrible death and
pay the price fi'ir our sins was because He loved the world. God loves the world not
because the world is lovable but because love is His nature. John tells us explicitly in his
first epistle, or letter, that God is love (1 ?John 4:8,16). The posture of His heart is not
away from us or against us but rather turned toward us. We have a God who willingly
and continually has His arms open wide ready to receive us.
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a Apart from God's grace in lesus, we already stand in a position of condemnation because our relationship
with God is broken by our sin. We are not standing on neutral ground, as if we have the choice before
LIS to mess up and perish or do right and receive eternal life. No, we are either with God or against Him
(Matt. 12:30), and because we are sinners, we already stand condemned. lhe miraculous thing, however,
is that believing in Jesus, the Son whom God sent, gives us the way out of our impending peril.
Applicatiori.' As believers, we have an urgent calling to share the good news of God's love that enables new
birth unto eternal life for our neighbors. God's love is very great and creates an opportunity for the world to
be saved from their condemnation. In seemg our deep need for the Father's love and having experienced it
by faith in Christ, we are compelled outward-out of our churches and out of ourselves -toward a dying,
broken, and hurting world desperately in need of the same love we have received. Since we have been loved
with so great a love, we are enabled to love God and love others (1 John 4:19).

Illustration: "A certain medieval monk announced he would be preaching next Sunday evening on ' The
Love of God.' As the shadows fell and light ceased to come in through the great cathedral windows, the
congregation gathered. In the darkness of the akar, the monk lighted a candle and carried it to the crucifix.
Firsi of all, he illun'iined the crown of thorns; next, the two wounded hands; then the marks of the spear
wound. In the hush that fell, he blew out the caiicue and left the chancel. There was nothing else: to say. The
love of God is lesus' life given for us." :'

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. l 17)God Is Love: The imperfect love that human beings share between one
another is a dim reflection, a that points to the perfect love that resides

within God. The greatest act of love by God toward humans isn't the giving
of earthly goods but the giving of

in Christ so that we might become

to Him.

s%ial

Essential Doctrine "God Is Love": To say that God is love is to say tbat God is the essence of love, or that
perfect love both resides and resonates within God Himself-one God in three Persons. The imperfea love
that human beings share between one another is a dim reflection, a sign that points to the perfect love that
resides within God. The greatest act of love by God toward humans isn't the giving of earthly goods but the
giving of Himself in Christ so that we might become reconciled to Him.

INTERAC T'. Ask group members the following question.

@How d,oes the loving God of the Bible contrast with the ways the world
views Him? (some
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: Jesus taught that new birth, not religious activity, is how a person enters the kingdom of God and
receives eternal life. New birth is given from God the Father through faith in God the Son as a work of God the
Spirit. Because of God's love, we are no longer condemned because of our sin, but we have tieen given eternal
life in Christ. God's love toward us flows out of His loviiig nature, not because of our loveliness. Understanding
God's great love for us as sinners ought to motivate us to share that love with others. We get to be about the
Father's business of carrying His love and sharing the gospel wherever we go. By His Spirit within us, we carry
the treasure-the best news there is-that God so loved the world that He sacrificed His Son to save it. It is to

this mission that we have been called so others may believe in Jesus and be born again.
READ the following missional applicatiori statement in the DDG (p. 118), axid encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Beca?ise we have been born again and have new life in Christ, we trust in God's power
to continue to transform us and we call others to be born again.
How will you respond in faith
to the God of love who gave His
only Son to save the world?

What axe some ways your church/

g"o"P can reach out to those '

Voices from
the Church
"True love will motivate us to

m;ke"s'acrifi'ce's: ";ha: might

yourcommunitywhoarehurting even5ostusourliyes.Such
and in need of the good news that
God loves them?

What steps will you take toward
sharing the gospel of Christ with

sacrificial love makes God's

heart glad. This kind of love
is worth it." 4
-Africa StudyBible

others this week?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, every good and perfect gift comes from above, including the new birth. We
thank You for the eternal life that You made possible through Your Son Jesus' death and resurrection, which we
receivc by faith in tandem with the Holy Spirit's work in us. As those already transformed by grace, instill in us a
desire to proclaim tl'ie gospel to others so that they too might experience the gracious transformation of tbe new
birth. Amen.

lNSTRuC aT: As your group departs, enco?irage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions iii t}'ieir DDG (pp. 119-121), wbich Liuild arid expand upoxi the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to ?ise Encourage One Ano'dier (p. 121) for mutual acco?intability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week fouowiiig the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of lesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 119-121) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 121) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 119-121) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
* Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
a Share the following idea fron'i t}'ie devotion for as a part of point 3 in the
session: Jesus explains that He did not come into the world to condemn the
wotld because it already is condemned. If anything is not fair, then it is not that
people are condemned but rather that some people are saved.

[§

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to Iive
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can usc:
"The Holy Spirit guides us to iuiderstand truth-au of the truth in
Scripture, even the more chauenging parts."
*

@

Visit www.GospelProject.aim/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gaiii more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 121)
will help groups of 2-4 pcopke to meet sometime during the week to rePiect on the session
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Go@e} Project in their groups.
* Encourage group members to pray together for specific people whom they
desire to see expetience the new birth and eternal life in Christ.

i

l

a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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"The only reason you are now walking in the light is because of the
kindness of God-His gift in Christ made known to you by the Holy Spirit."
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 3: Jesus Teaches About New Birth

New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit
(John 3:3-8).
"In short, born ofwater and spirit . .. signals a new begetting, a new birth that cleanses
and renews, the eschatological cleansing and renewal promised by the Old Testament
prophets. True, the prophets tended to focus on the corporate results, the restoration
of the nation; but they also anticipated a transformation of individual 'hearts'-no
longer hearts of stone but hearts t?hat hunger to do God's will. It appeaxs t}iat individual
regeneration is presupposed. Apparently Nicodemus had not thought of the Old
Testament passages this way. If he was like some other Pharisees, he was too confident
of the quality of his own obedience to think he needed much repentance (da Luke 7:30),

let alone to have his whole life cleansed and his heart transformed, to be born again." s

New birth comes through faith in the Son of
God (John 3:9-15).
"As a prominent teacher (the teacher of Israel), Nicodemus should be able to
understand Jesus, since this new life is like the resurrection depicted in Ezekiel 37 and
the new heart in Deut. 30:6; ler. 31:33; and Ezek. 36:26 . . . l'be reference to the Son

of Man being lifted up is the first of three 'lifted up' sayings in John's Gospel (cf 8:28;
12:32). All three sayings speak of the iture 'lifting up' of the Son of Man in a typical
Johannine double meaning . . . so that it refers to both Jesus' death and his resurrection
and exaltation to glory in heaven (d. Acts 2:33; 5:31)." ('

New birth is a gift from God the Father
(John 3:16-18).
" The process of the new birth began in heaven, when God's love for humankind led
him to send his only Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to die for the world (3:l6a). Jesus
did not come on a mission of condemnation, but on a missicin of salvation (3:17). We

can enter into the experience of new birth by simply exercising faith (3:l6b), that is, by
accepting that Jesus has been sent by God to give us the new birth and asking him to be
our Savior and leader." 7
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Jesus Teaches

About Living Water
Summary and Goal
In the previous sessions, we've looked at Jesus' power, mission, and character. In this
session, we will examine Jesus' teaching on living water and find that I-Ie gives the
k-iving W;atcr, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer.
He also enables the true worship of God. Jesus is the conduit of our reconciliation
with the Father, and within that restored relationship we find the abundant life that
overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the
gates for othcrs to see the possibility of full and lasting satisfaction in the well of
living water that won't run dry.

Session Outline

1. Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies completely (?John 4:7-14).
2. Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship (John 4:19-24).
3. )esus is the Messiah who brings salvation for all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
Batkgrounrl Iassage: lobn 4:1-42
Session in a Sentence

Jesus o'Kered the Samaritan woman living mter-the Holy Spirit-that would
satisfy her forever aixd produce true worship in her life.
Christ Connection

Jesus told the Samaritan woman that a day was coming when worshipers would not
focus on the physical location of their worship but would worship God in Spirit and
truth. Because of Jesus' death and resurrection, our worship is no longer confined by
geograpl'iy. We worship Jesus as t}xe Savior of the svhole world wherever we are.
Missional AppLication
Because we are completely satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in
our lives tl'iat draws others to want to know Him as well.
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Group Time

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to share about Gollum, a character from The Lord of the
Rings who becomes obsessed with a powerful ring to the extent that it cost him everything.
In J. R. R. Tolkien's famous series The Lord oftbe Rings, a creature called Gollum
becomes consumed by air obsession with the One Ring. Gouum was originally a hobbitIike creature known as Smeagol, who murdered his friend to take possession of the ring
shortly after he discovered it. Smeagol's family later shunned and exiled him because
of his deceitful and disruptive ways when using the ring, which made him invisible.
Gollum had air insatiable hunger for the rjng and its power. He centered his entire life
around owning it and recovering it after he lost ig and it cost him everything.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some results you have witnessed from people fixated on their
desires and addictions?
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SAY: Though our cravings may not be as extreme as Gollum's addiction, we all have things we desire iii life.
Children chase after an extra cookie or longer time at recess. Adults desire certain relationships or positions at
work. We all tend to place a higher priority on pursuing those things that we believe will sati4 a longing in our
hearts. We were created to hunger and strive with the hope of satisfaction; the question is "What will satisfy?"
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine Jesus' teaching on living water and find that He gives the
Living Water, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer. He also enables the true
worship of God. lesus is the conduit of our reconciliation with the Father, and within that restored relationship
we find the abundant life that overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the
gates for others to see the possibility of full and lasting satisfaction in the well of living water that won't run dry.
Toe additional commentaryfor tbis session is included on page 161 in bbis Leader Guide.
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGridco*dgosp4roject.
For aMitional teaching options and otber resources, please visit GospejProject.com/aMitionJ-resources.
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Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies
completely (John 4:7-14).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 4:7-}4 (DDG p. 123).
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me
a drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The
Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jevv, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?" (For lews have no dealings with Samaritans.) lo lesus
answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water." " The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and
the well is deep. 'X7here do you get that living water? '2 Are you greater than our
father lacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his
livestock." '3 lesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, F' but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the D[)G (p. 123) to explain what Jesus knew about the Samaritan
woman's spiritual state, noting that the woman was needy for the same solution all sinners are.
Though she may not have realized it, the Samaritan woman was needy for a solution
to her sin; as with au people today, apart from Christ, we are all enemies of God. ?Jesus
highlighted her need for a permanent solution to her deepest thirst, telling her that she
should be begging Him for a drink of the water He was able to offer-"living water."
Without new birth in Christ, we all have dirty hearts, we are all riddled with sin. Our sinful nature has
estranged humanity from God since the fall. In fact, not only are sve estranged from God but our sin
causes there to be enmig, or hostility, between God and us (Rom. 1:28-32; Eph. 2:1-3).
All of us are thirsty, longing for something that will satisfy us completely. How we each try to satisfy our
thirst looks different from person to person: for some people, it looks like viewing pornography; for others,
it looks like working endless hours, always needing to move up to the next thing. But the need is the same
in every circumstance; we are in need of Jesus and connection with Him to fulfill our deepest longings.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some ways we are tempted to fill the longing in our hearts
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with things other than God ?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to define what "living water" is and who receives it.
Fortunately for us, God loves His enemies and works toward our reconciliation. He
made a way for us to receive the "living water" we so desperately need-the gi& of the
Holy Spirit, who grants eternal life to those in whom He dwells. Jesus made this gift
possible for us by His death on the cross in our placc.

Illustratiort.' "In the days of the Arnerican Revolution there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by
the name of Peter Miller, who enjoyed the friendship of General George Washington. Also residing in that
town was Michael Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all in his power to abuse and oppose the pastor.
One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death. Pastor Miller, traveling many
miles on foot, walked to I)hiladelphia to plead for Wittman's life. When admitted into Washington's presence
Pastor Miller at once begged for the life of the traitor.
'No, Peter,' said Wash ington, 'I cannot grant you the life of your friend.'
'My friend!' exclaimed the preacher. 'He is the bitterest enemy I have.'
'What?' cried Washington, 'you have walked all these miles to save the life of air enemy? That puts the matter
in a different light. I will grant the pardon.'
And he did. Peter Miller took Michael Wittmaii from the very shadow of death and returned him-no
longer an enemy, but a friend-to Ephrata." '
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 123).
Christ as Reconciliation: Sin is an infinite offense against an infinite God.
Thankfully, God loves His

and has sent Christ to be the reconciler

betweenusandGod.ThroughChrist's

,Godprovidesthemeans

whereby that broken relationship is

and renewed.

Essential Doctrine "Christ as Reconciliation": Ever since the fall of the first man and woman in the

garden of Eden, God and human beings have been estranged. Sin resulted not only in an estranged
relationship with God but also in enmity between God and humanity. Sin is an infinite offense against an
infinite God. arhankfully, God loves His enemies and has sent Christ to be the recoiiciler between us and
God. Through Christ's death, God provides the means whereby that broken relationship is testoted and
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renewed (Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:18-19).
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Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship
(John 4:19-24).
READ John 4:19-24 (DDG p. 124).

'9 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive diat you are a prophet. 2o Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship." 2' lesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. 2" God is spirit, and 'diose who worship him must worship in spirit
and truffi."

EXPLAIN: lJse the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to show that riot only is lesus a prophet but Jesus is
the Prophet, the expected prophet ]ike Moses who would resolve all q?iestions and disputes regarding worship.
The lews and Samaritans were expecting the arrival of a prophet who would be like
Moses and who would answer all their questions, especially about who was correct in

their worship war. But lesus exceeded these expectations because He is tbe Prophet
(Deut. 18:15-19). As God's Son, Jesus possesses all the knowledge, wisdom, and
authority of God to respond to every situation and longing of the human heart. He also
made atonement for people's sin once and for all, thereby forging the path for them to
enter into true wors%ip of and everlasting communion with the one true God.
*

Apart from the revealed knowledge of God, it is impossible for us to worship Him. God has chosen to
reveal Himself-His character and nature-to the world most fully thro?igh Christ, the Word made flesh
(John 1:1, 14; Heb. 1:1-3). Through the Spirit-inspired Scriptures we have the person of lesus revealed to
us, and through the Spirit we are able to have a personal relationship with Jesus.

When a person is filled with the Holy Spirit by faith in Jesus Christ, he or she is then capable of seeing the
kingdom of God and knowing God in truth. It is only through new birth in the Spirit that we are taken
from our broken state in sin and made new, able to see and lcnow God through revelation given by His
Spirit. Thus, it is only through Jesus that we are enabled to truly worship because we cannot worship what
we don't know.

INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

Q

What does Jesus in the flesh reveal to you about the God we worship?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to elaborate on what it means to worship in Spirit
and in truth. Then apply this for your group members.
We all have opinions about "proper"
worship. Opinions are fine to have, but if
we are not careful, our personal preferences
can override our understanding of biblical
worship. What is important about worship
is that it is done in Spirit and truth. Because
God is spirit, a nonmaterial, divine being,
so must our worship be in spirit, specificauy
in the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth
(John 15:26). We can only receive the Holy
Spirit through faith in lesus, so it is Jesus
who enables us to worship God in Spirit

Voices from

Church History
"The true worshiper is
the one who honors him

with the right intention
and believes with a pure
conscience that everywhere
he can speak with the one
who is incomprehensible."2
-Theodore of Mopsuestia
(c. 350-428)

and truth.

*

*

Debates about the "proper" way to worsl'iip are familiar to most of us. People have opinions about what
time cluirch services should start, how long they should be, what ministries should be available, which
Bible translation churches should use, what styles of music are appropriate, what types of dress are
acceptable, whether there should be chairs or pews, even what color the carpet should be.
The Bible makes it clear that our physical spaccs of wors}iip are not in need of perfection, nor are they
even essential. Jesus pointed out to the Samaritan woman that the time had come when the physical space
where she worshiped would not matter. In l'ier case, the debate was whether God should be worshiped on
Mount Gerizim, as the Samaritans believed, or on Mount Moriah, as the Jews believed. Jesus issued the

surprising statement that worship no longer needed to be defined by geograpl'ffcal boundaries.
Apphcation: Worship cannot only be in Spirit, nor can it only be in truth. We cannot insist on material
locations, ceremonies, or practices we preEer as the sum total of appropriate worship. Nor can we get so swept
up in emotional experiences that we abandon the pursuit of truth. It is essential that our worship be a Spiritempowered proclamation of the truth, because otherwise we are not truly worshiping God. Part of entering
into covenant relationship with Jesus is releasing our own preferences in favor of true worship. Christ's death
and resurrection has enabled us to worship freely in Spirit and truth from anywhere. Let's live and worship in
that freedom and wholeheartedly seek the One who enables such freedom.
INTERAC 1': Ask group members the following question.
What will it look like to worship God in Spirit and truth?
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Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for
all (John 4:25-26,28-29!39).
READ John 4:25-26,28-29,39 (DDG p. 125).
2' The woman said to mm, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).
When he comes, he will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you
am he."

2s So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people,
" ') "Come, see a man who told me au that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?"

"') Many Samaritans from that town helieved in him because of the woman's
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 125) to liighligl'it the difference in how Jesus revealed His
identity as the Messiah to the Samaritan woman in contrast to how He veiled it with ot}iers.

Throughout the Gospels, lesus was hesitant to proclaim His identity outright when
traveling and teaching amongst the Jevvs. He likely wanted to avoid the political and
military baggage many Jews had attached to their expectation for the Messiah. With
the Samaritan woman, however, Jesus came right out and said it. He could not have
been any clearer-Jesus is the long-anticipated Messiah, the promised One come to save
His people.
@

As the Messiah, Jesus accomplished the work of reconciling us to God. He is the sacrificial Limb who
takes away the sin of the world, the means by which our broken relationsl'iip with God is restored and
renewed (John 1:29). It is His perfect righteousness that is presented to the Father on our behalf for our
justification. He is the triumphant King who delivers His people and restores all of creation. If we trust
that Jesus is who He says He is, then He is our salvation.

Illustration: Statements that reveal our identity can have a huge impact. For example, in the closing scene
of the 2008 movie Iron Man, Tony Stark holds a press conference in which he is supposed to o'EFer an
explanation to hide the fact that he is a superhero. Yet in the final seconds of the movie, he announces, "I am
Iron Man." alThis statement reveals his identity to the world, causing an uproar in the room and changing his
life forever.

INTERAC T. Ask group members the following question.
What do we need to be aware of as we proclaim to the world the
I
t underc
identity of Jesus as the Messiah?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 125) to emphasize that the Samaritan woman was
compelled to tell others about her encounter with lesus after learning of His identity as the Messiah.
When svc receive good news, we often want to tell all our friends and family members,
perhaps even complete strangers, so they can share in the celebration. When the
Samaritan woman learned of Jesus' identity as the Messiah, she went back to her town
and shared with her people. She did not let anything stop her from being an evangelist,
even her past. Through sharing the testimony of her encounter with Jesus, many of the
Samaritans believed in Him (John 4:39-42). Her story drew others to His side.
Since the woman came to tbe well iii the heat of the day (John 4:6-7), when other women were
unlikely to be there, it is probable that she was a social outcast, perhaps because of her history with men
(John 4:16-18). But still she went to share about lesus after her encounter with Him.

As followers of Jesus, we have the greatest news of al l time. The Messiah has come and defcated sin and
death on our behalf, and He's coming back one day soon to judge the world and restore all things. All
who believe in Hin'i will not perish but will be born again arid receive the gfft of eternal life through the
Holy Spirit. This is the good news we all so desperately crave, whether we know it or not.
App[ication: Today, our testimonies can work in the same way as the San'iaritan woman's. Sharing with our
neighbors about the ways Christ has worked in our lives and spreading the news that He is the Messiah
invites people to come to Him t}iemselves. hncountering Jesus as the Messiah oug}'it to iiispire us to tell
others about Him. We shouldn't be able to resist telling o?ir neighbors about Him anymore than sve can resist
sharing when we've just had a baby or when we've won a free car or when a loved one is finally cancer free.
And we shouldn't uiam to resist telling people. Jesus is the Messiah-this is amazing news!
INSTRUC T: Ask group members, whether individually or in groups of 2-3, to take a moment and respond to
the question in the table in their DDG (p. 125).
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SAY: Oftentimes, instead of yielding to the Holy Spirit as He leads our hearts to bubble over and share Jesus
with others, we enter into a batde with Him over cotl'o:01 in our lives, over our social standing, reputation, status,
and dignity. The good news is Jesus still wants to meet us there in His lovingkindness that leads ?is to repentance
so our lives can echo again the celebration that the gospel merits.
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: The living water-the Spirit-that Jesus taught the Samaritan woman about satisfies completely.
The Holy Spirit fills us with eternal life and helps us to worship our Maker as we ought-in Spirit and truth.
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit leads us to share the good news of the gospel with others so they too can join in the
worship of God. Jesus not only taught about the living water of the Spirit, He also made it possible for us to drink
of the living water. When we encounter Jesus as the Messiah and believe in Him, we may receive and drink the
living water only He can provide. And only through Jesus can we worship in Spirit and truth because He is the
revelation of God. Because of the Father's gifts of the Son and the Spirit, we are motivated to share the good news
of Jesus with others so they can believe and join in the worship He provides.
READ the followiiig missional application statement in the DDG (p. 126), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because we are completely satis'fied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in our
lives that draws others to want to know Him as well.

What do you need to repent of
because lesus and His Spirit
satisfy completely?
How can your group encouray,e
one another to worship God in
Spirit and truth?
How will you use your testimony
of the gospel of lesus to lead

Voices from
the Church
"Because Jesus treated this

stigmatized woman as
someone worth talking to,
she became a witness to

Jesus, and all of Sychar was
brought to him." 3
-Samuel Ngewa

others to Him in Fiith?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You have sent Your Son, Jesus, into the world as the only Savior who can satisfy.
-Thank You for the livii'ig water that we have received from Him and for the freedom it gives us to worship You
in Spirit and in truth. By the Holy Spirit, grant us newfound joy to tell others abo?it Jesus regardless of their
religious beliefs and social backgrounds since He is the Savior of the world. Arnen.
PACK ITEM 14: CHRIST 45 PROPHE T'. Pass out copies of this handout for group members to have as
they read their Daily Study devotions to help them see how J esus is tbe Prophet of God foretold in Scripture.
INSTRUC T!: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their Dl)G (pp. 127-129), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or f'amilies to use F,ncourage One Another (p. 129) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Througliout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 129) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
@ Make surc all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one arid arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

a Share the following idea from d'ie devotion for as a part of point 2 iii the
session: Our prayer should be that we might push past all of the peripheral items
that could impede worship and he the worshipers the Father wants.

[fi

C,onsider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DLX?i.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
*
"Iike Jesus, we are to go out of our way-geographically, culturally, and
socially-to take the gospel to anyone and everyone God prepares for us to reach."
@

12==

"lesus alone is what quenches our spiritual thirst, and He alone is what
satisfies it completely for good."

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 129)
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session
and to sbare how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Co@e! Project in their groups.
* Encourage gtoup members to recall occasions when they have fek the most
joyful about the gospel and how that affected the way they shared their faith.

a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this vveek.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 4: lesus Teaches Ahout Living Water

Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies
completely (John 4:7-14).
" The woman could not contrast more sharply with Nicodemus. She is thoroughly
unworthy in the view of the first-century Jews. A Jewish man did not engage in
conversation with a woman to whom he was not related, a non-?J ewish woman, anyone
of disrepute or any Samaritan. l'hus her status is as low as it can be. The lack of a name
further emphasizes her apparent unimportance. In the passage, ?]esus is passing through
Samaria at about noon and sits down to rest at the well of the patriarch Jacob. When
the woman comes to draw water, lie asks her for a drink. She expresses amazemenr that
a Jewish man asks her for water. Jesus tells her that she sho?ild be asking him for water." 4

Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship
(John 4:19-24).
"The terms 'spirit' and 'truth' are joined later in the expression 'Spirit of truth,' referring
to the Holy Spirit (scc 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; cf. l John 4:6i 5:6; see also 2 Thess. 2:13).
Though this may have tieen too advanced for tl'ie Samaritan woman, the present
reference therefore seems to point John's readers ?ikimately to worship in the Holy
Spirit. aThus, tme worship is not a matter of geographical location (worship in a church
building), physical posture (kneeling or standing), or following a particular liturgy or
external rituals (cf'. Matt. 6:5-13)i it is a matter of the heart and of the Spirit." s

Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for
all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
"Jesus identified Himself as the One (v. 26). The woman acknowledged this but with
little understanding of what t?hat meant. Even the disciples called Jesus 'Messiah'
before they came to an adequate understanding of what that designation really meant.
The title 'Messiah' in the Old Testament, as the title 'Christ' in the New Testament,

was connected to the announcement of a coming 'anointed one.' Jesus continued to
reveal Himself as the woman began to grow in her understanding of who He is. How
affirming of John's stated purpose (John 20:31) for other Samaritans to come to believe
through her testimony (4:42)." 6
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Jesus Teaches

About Living water
Summary and Goal
In the previous sessions, we've looked at Jesus' power, mission, and character. In this

session, we will examine ?Jesus' teaching on living water and find that He gives the
Living Water, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer.
He also enables the true worship of God. Jesus is the conduit of our reconciliation
with the Father, and within that restored relationship we find rhe abundant life that
overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the
gates for others to see the possibility of f?ill and lasting satisfaction in the well of
living water that won't run dry.

Session Outline

1. Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies completely (?John 4:7-14).
2. Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship (John 4:19-24).
3. ?Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
Backgrourvl Passage: lobn 4:1-42
Session in a Sentence

Jesus offered the Samaritan woman living water-the Holy Spirit-that would
satisfy her Eorever and produce true worship in her life.
Christ Connection

Jesus told the Samaritan woman that a day was coming when worshipers wo?ild not
focus on the physical location of their worship but would worship God in Spirit and
mith. Beca?ise of lesus' death and resurrection, our worship is no longer confined by
geography. We worship Jesus as the Savior of d'ie whole world wherever we are.
Missional Application
Because we are completel>r satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in
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our lives that draws others to want to know Hin'i as well.

Date of My Bible study:
@ 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources

Group Time

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to share about Gollum, a character from The Lord of the
Rings who becomes obsessed with a powerful ring to the extent that it cost him everything.
In ]. R. R. Tolkien's famous series The Lord ofthe Rinbos, a creature called Gollum
becomes consumed by an obsession with the One Ring. Golluin was originally a hobbitlike creature known as Smeagol, who murdered his friend to take possession of the ring
shortly after he discovered it. Smeagol's family later shunned and exiled him because
of his deceitful and disruptive ways when using the ring, which made him invisible.
Gollum had an insatiable hunger for the ring and its power. He centered bis entire lde
around owning it and recovering it atter he lost it, and it cost him everything.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@What are some results you have witnessed from people fixated on their
desires and addictions?

st-sairst l%+ 111

SAY. Though our cravings may not Lie as extreme as Gollum's addiction, we all have things we desire iii life.
Children chase after an extra cookie or longer time at recess. Adults des'ire certain relationships or positions at
work. We all tend to place a higher priority on pursuing those things that we believe will satisfy a longing in our
hearts. We vvere created to hunger and strive with the hope of satisfaction; the question is "What will satisfy?"
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine Jesus' teaching on living water and find that He gives the
Living Water, the Holy Spirit, who is fully and eternally satisfying for the believer. He also enables the true
worship of God. Jesus is the conduit of our reconciliation with the Father, and within that restored relationship
we find the abundant life that overflows for the salvation of others. As we enter into genuine worship, we open the
gates for others to see the possibility of full and lasting satisfaction in the well of living water that won't run dry.
Toe additionaZ commentaryfor tbis session is induded on page 161 in dyis Leader Guide.
For session-by-session training videos, plwe visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelptoject.
For aMitioml teaching options anJ other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additiomJ-resources.
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Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies
completely (John 4:7-14).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 4:7A4 (DDG p. 123).
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me
a drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The
Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?" (For lews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 'o Jesus
answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water." " The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water widi, and
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? '2 Are you greater than our
father ]:?cob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his
livestock." '3 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be d'iirsty
again, '4 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to explain what lesus knew about the Samaritan
woman's spiritual state, noting that the woman was needy for the same solution all sinners are.
"Ihough she may not have realized it, the Samaritan woman was needy for a solution
to her sin; as with all people today, apart from Christ, we are all enemies of God. Jesus
highlighted her need for a permanent solution to her deepest thirst, telling her that she
should be begging Him for a drink of the water He was able to o4Mcr-"living water."
Without new birth in Christ, we all have dirty hearts, we are all riddled with sin. Our sinful nature has
estranged humanity from God since the fall. In fact, not only are we estranged from God but our sin
causes there to be enm%, or hostility, between God and us (Rom. 1:28-32; Eph. 2:1-3).
Au of us are thirsty, longing for something that will satisfy us completely. How we each try to satisfy our
thirst looks different from person to person: for some people, it looks like viewing pornographyi for o*ers,
it looks like working endless hours, always needing to move up to the next thing. But the need is the same
in every circumstance; we are in need of Jesus and connection with Him to fulfill our deepest longings.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

[9

What are some ways we are tempted to fill the longing in our hearts
with things other than God?
- - ia i ? l-i /% ?
-?*
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to define what "living water" is and who receives it.
Fortunately for us, God loves His enemies and works toward our reconciliation. He
made a way for us to rcceive the " living water" we so desperately need-the gift of the
Holy Spirit, who grants eternal life to those in whom He dwells. Jesus made this gift
possible for us by His death on the cross in our place.
Iljustration: "In the days of the Arnerican Revolution there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by
the name of Peter Miller, who enjoyed the friendship of General George Washington. Also residing in that
town was Michael Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all in his power to abuse and oppose the pastor.
One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death. Pastor Miller, traveling many
miles on foot, walked to 1)hiladelphia to plead for Wittman's life. When admitted into Washington's presence
Pastor Miller at once begged for the life of the traitor.
'No, l)eter,' said Washington, 'I cannot grant you the life of your friend.'
'My friend!' exclaimed the preacher. 'He is the bitterest enemy I have.'
'What?' cried Washington, 'you have walked au these miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter
in a difFerent light. I will grant the pardon.'
And he did. Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of death and returned him-no
longer an enemy, but a friend-to Ephrata." '
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 123).
Christ as Rpronriliation: Sin is an infinite offense against an infinite God.
Thankfully, God loves His

and has sent Christ to be the reconciler

between us and God. Through Christ's

, God provides the means

whereby that broken relationship is

and renewed.

Essentia l Doctrine "Christ as Reconciliation"i Ever since the fall of the first man and woman in the

garden of Eden, God and human beings have been estranged. Sin resulted not only in an estranged
relationship with God but also in enmity between God and humanity. Sin is an infinite offense against an
infinite God. Thankfully, God loves His enemies and has sent Christ to be the reconciler between us and
God. Through Christ's death, God provides the means whereby that broken relationship is restoted and
renewed (Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:18-19).
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Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship
(John 4:19-24).
READ John 4:19-24 (DDG p. 124).
'9 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 2o Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship." 2' Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You
worship what you do not know, we worsmp what we know, for salvation is from
the 'Jews. 23' But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to show that not only is Jesus a prophet but Jesus is
tl:ie Prophet, the expected prophet like Moscs who would resolve all quesrions and disputes regarding worship.
71he Jews and Samaritans were expecting the arrival of a prophet who would be like
Moses and who would answer all their questions, especially about who was correct in
their worship war. But Jesus exceeded these expectations because He is tbe Prophet
(Deut. 18:15-19). As God's Son, Jesus possesses all the knowledge, wisdom, and
authority of God to respond to every situation and longing of the human heart. He also
tnade atonement for people's sin once and for all, thereby forging the path for them to
enter into true worship of and everlasting communion with the one true God.
*

*

Apart from the revealed knowledge of God, it is impossible for us to worship Him. God has chosen to
reveal Himself-His character and nature -to the world most fully through Christ, the Word made flesh
(John 1:1, 14; Heb. l:l-3). Through the Spirit-inspired Scriptures we have the person of Jesus revealed to
us, and through thc Spirit we are able to have a personal relationship with Jesus.
When a person is filled with the Holy Spirit by &ith in Jesus Christ, he or she is then capable of seeing the
kingdom of God and knowing God in truth. It is only through new birth in the Spirit that we are taken
from our broken state in sin and made new, able to see and know God through revelation given by His
Spirit. Thus, it is only through Jesus that we are enabled to truly worship because we cannot worship what
we don't know.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What does Jesus in the flesh reveal to you about the God we worship?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in rhe DDG (p. 124) to elaborate on what it means to worship in Spirit
and in truth. Then apply this for your group members.
We all have opinions about "proper"
worship. Opinions are fine to have, but M
we are not careful, our personal preferences
can override our understanding of biblical
worship. What is important about worship
is that it is done in Spirit and truth. Because
God is spirit, a nonmaterial, divine beixig,
so must our worship be in spirit, specificauy
in the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth
(John i5:26). ';Xle can only receive the Holy
Spirit through faitl'i in Jesus, so it is Jesus
who enables us to worship God in Spirit

Voices from

Church History
"The true worshiper is
the one who honors him

with the right intention
and believes with a pure
conscience that everywhere
he can speak with the one
who is incomprehensible." 2
-Theodore of Mopsuestia
(c. 350-428)

and truth.

*

*

Debates about the "proper" way to worship are familiar to most of us. People have opinions abo?it what
time church services sho?ild start, how long they should be, what ministries should be available, which
Bible translation churches should use, what styles of music are appropriate, what qpes of dress are
acceptable, whether there should be chairs or pews, even what color the carpet should be.
-Ihe Bible makes it clear that our physical spaces of worship are not in need of perfection, nor are they
even essential. Jesus pointed out to the Samaritan woman that the time had come when the physical space
where she worshiped would not matter. In her case, the debate was whether God sbould Lie worshiped on
Mount Gerizim, as the Samaritans believed, or on Mount Moriah, as the Jevvs believed. Jesus issued the
surprising statement that worship no longer needed to be defined by geographical boundaries.

Application: Worship cannot only be in Spirit, nor can it only be in truth. We cannot insist on material
locations, ceremonies, or practices we prefer as the sum total of appropriate worship. Nor can we get so swept
up in emotional experiences that we abandon the pursuit of truth. It is essential that our worship be a Spiritempowered proclamation of the truth, because otherwise we are not truly worshiping God. Part of entering
into covenant relationship with Jesus is releasing our own preFerences in favor of true worship. Christ's death
and resurrection has enabled us to worship freely in Spirit and truth from anywhere. Let's live and worship in
that freedom and wholeheartedly seek the One who enables such freedom.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.
What will it look like to worship God in Spirit and truth?
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Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for
all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
READ John 4:25-26,28-29,39 (DDG p. 125).
2' The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).
When he comes, he will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you
am he."

28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the peop{e,
' "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?"

39 Many Samaritans from that town helieved in him because of the woman's
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 125) to highligl'it the d'&erence in how Jesus revealed His
identity as the Messiah to the Samariran woman in contrast to how He veiled it with others.

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus was hesitant to proclaim His identity outright when
traveling and teaching amongst the Jews. He likely wanted to avoid the political and
military baggage many T)ews had attached to their expectation for the Messiah. With
the Samaritan woman, however, Jesus came right out and said it. He could not have
been any clearer-,Jesus is the long-anticipated Messiah, the promised One come to save
His people.
*

As the Messiah, Jesus accomplished the work of reconciling us to God. He is the sacrificial Lamb who
takes away the sin of the world, the means by which our broken relationship witl'i God is restored and
renewed (John 1:29). It is His perfect righteousness that is presented to the Father on our behalf for our
3ustification. He is the triumphant King who delivers His people and restores all of creation. If we trust
that Jesus is who He says He is, then He is our salvation.

mustration: Statements that reveal our identity can have a huge impact. For example, in the closing scene
of the 2008 movie Iron Man, Tony Stark holds a press conference in which he is supposed to offer an
explanation to hide the fact that he is a superhero. Yet in the final seconds of the movie, he announces, "I am
Iron Man." This statement reveals his identity to the world, causing an uproar in the room and changing his
life Eorever.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What do we need to be aware of as we proclaim to the world the
? will rlnf I *derstand 'y
identity ot Jesus as the Messiah?
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in rhe DDG (p. 125) to emphasize that the Samaritan woman was
compelled to tell others about her encounter with Jesus after learning of His identity as the Messiah.
When we receive good news, we often want to tel l all our friends and family members,
perhaps even complete strangers, so they can share in the celebration. When the
Samaritan woman learned of Jesus' identity as the Messiah, she went back to her town
and shared with her people. She did not let anything stop her from being an evangelist,
even her past. Through sharing the testimony of her encounter with Jesus, many of the
Samaritans believed in Him (John 4:39-42). Her stor5r drew others to His side.
Siiice the woman came to the well in the heat of the day (John 4:6-7)), when other women were
unlikely to be there, it is probable that she was a social outcast, perhaps because of her history with men
(John 4:16-18). But still she went to share about Jesus after her encounter with Him.

As followers of' Jesus, we haye the greatest news of all time. The Messiah has come and defeated sin and
death on our behalf: and He's con'iing back one day soon to judge the world and restore all things. All
who believe in Him will not perish but wiu be bori'i again arid receive the gift of eternal life through the
Holy Spirit. This is the good nesvs we all so desperately crave, whether we know it or not.

Application: aJooday, our testimonies can work in the same way as the San'iaritan woman's. Sharing with our
neighbors about the ways Christ has worked in our lives and spreading the news that He is the Messiah
invites pcople to come to Him diemselves. Encountering Jesus as the Messiah ought to iiispire us to tell
others about Hirn. We shouldn't be able to resist telling o?ir neighbors abo?it Him anymore than we can resist
sharing when we've ')ust had a baby or when we've won a free car or when a loved one is finally cancer free.
And we shouldn't wmt to resist telling people. Jesus is the Messiah-this is amazing news!
INSTRUC T: Ask group members, whether individually or in groups of 2-3, to take a moment and respond to
the question in the table in their DDG (p. 125).
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SAY: Oftentimes, instead of yielding to the Holy Spirit as He leads our hearts to bubble over and share Jesus
with others, we enter iiito a Liatde with Him over control in our lives, over our social staiidiiig, reputation, status,
and dignity. a'Ihe good news is Jesus still wants to meet us there in His lovingkindness that leads us to repentance
so our l ives can echo again the celebration that the gospel merits.
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: The living water-the Spirit-that Jesus taught the Samaritan woman about satisfies completely.
The Holy Spirit fills us with eternal life and helps us to worship our Maker as we ought-in Spirit and truth.
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit leads us to share the good news of the gospel with others so they too can join in the
worship of God. Jesus not only taught about the living water of the Spirit, He also made it possible for us to drink
of the living water. When we encounter Jesus as the Messiah and believe in Him, we may receive and drink the
living water only He can provide. And only through J esus can we worship in Spirit and truth because He is the
revelation of God. Because of the Father's gifts of the Son and the Spirit, we are motivated to share the good news
of Jesus with others so they can believe and join in the worship He provides.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 126), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because we are completely satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in our
lives that draws others to want to la'iow Him as well.

What do you need to repent of
because Jesus and His Spirit
satis§ completely?
How can your gtoup encourage
one another to worship God in
Spirit and truth?

How will you use your testimony
of the gospel of lesus to lead

Voices from
the Church
"Because Jesus treated this

stigmatized woman as
someone worth talking to,
she became a witness to

Jesus, and all of Sychar was
brought to him." 3
-Samuel Ngewa

others to Him in faith?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You have sent Your Son, Jesus, into the world as the only Savior who can satisfy.
Thank You for the living water that we have received from Him and for the freedom it gives us to worship You
in Spirit and in truth. By the Holy Spirit, grant us newfound joy to tell others abo?it Jesus regardless of their
religious beliefs and social backgrounds since He is d'ie Savior of the world. Amen.
PACK ITEM 14: CHRIST 45 PROPHE T: Pass out copies of this handout for group members to have as
they read their Daily Study devotions to help them see how Jesus is the Prophet of God foretold in Scripture.
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INSTRUC T As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in t?heir DL)G (pp. 127-129), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate t't:ir small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 129) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.

Leader Guide

@ 2019 Li(eWay Christian Resources

Daily Discipleship
V'hroughout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of J esus Christ. -Ihe Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members get iiito God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 129) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another witlx purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 127-129) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
o Share the followir'ig idea fron'i tbe devotion for as a part of point 2 in the
session: Our pr:.?yer should be that we might push past all of the peripheral items
that could ffipede worship and be the worshipers the Father wants.

[G

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own Dl)G.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
"Like Jesus, we are to go out of our way-geographically, culturally, and
socially-to take the gospel to anyone and everyone God prepares for us to rexch."
*

"}esus alone is what quenches our spiritual thirst, and He alone is what
satisfies it completely for good."
Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful axid encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 129)
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session
and to s}iare how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Gospel Project in their groups.
a Encourage group members to recall occasions when they have felt the most
joyful ahout the gospel and how that affected the way they shared dieir faith.

l

a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.

Unit 21. Session 4

@ 2019 LKeWay Christian Resources
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Sessson 4: Jesus Teaches About Living Water

Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies
completely (John 4:7-14).
"The woman could not contrast more sharply with Nicodemus. She is thoroughly
unworthy in the view of the first-century ?Jews. A Jewish man did not engage in
conversation with a woman to whom he was not related, a non-Jewish woman, anyone
of disrepute or any Samaritan. l'hus her status is as low as it can be. The lack of a name
further emphasizes her apparent unimportance. In the passage, Jesus is passing through
Samaria at about noon and sits down to rest at the well of the patriarch ?7acob. When
the woman comes to draw water, he asks her for a drink. She expresses amazement that
a Jewish man asks her for water. Jesus tells her that she should be asking him for water." 4

Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship
(John 4:19-24).
"Ihe terms 'spirit' and 'truth' are joined later in the expression 'Spirit of truth,' referring
to the Holy Spirit (see 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; cf. l ?John 4:6; 5:6; see also 2 Thess. 2:13).
arhough this may have been too advanced for the Samaritan woman, the present
reEercncc therefore seems ro point John's rcaders ukimately to worship in the Holy
Spirit. -I'hus, true worship is not a matter of geographical location (worship in a church

building), physical posture (kneeling or standing), or following a particular liturgy or
external rituals (cf. Matt. 6:5-13); it is a matter of the heart and of the Spirit." '

Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for
all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
"lesus identified Himself as the One (v. 26). The woman acknowledged this but with
little understanding of what that meant. Even the disciples called lesus 'Messiah'
before they came to an adequate understanding of what that designation really meant.
The title 'Messiah' in the Old Testament, as the title 'Christ' in the New Testament,

was connected to the announcement of a coming 'anointed one.' Jesus continued to
reveal Himself as the woman began to grow in her understanding of who He is. How
affirm ing of John's stated purpose (Jcihn 20:31) for other Samaritans to con'ie to believe
through her testimony (4:42)." 6
References
1. Stephen F. Olfoyd. The Grace of Giving. tev. ed. (Grand Rapids. Ml: Kre5)el. 2000). 52.
2. Theodore of Mopsuestia. Commentary on john 24.23-24, q uoted in John l-10. ed. Joel C. Elowsky, vol. lVa in Ancient Chrrstian
Commenlaryon Scrrplure: New Tes(amenl (Downers Grove. IL: IVP. 2001) [Wordsearchl.
3. Samuel Ngewa."lohn." in Afrlca Bible Cornmenlary. (;en. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Gtand Rapids. Ml: Zondervan. 2006), 1286.
4. Kamila A. Blessing.'Joh n." in The IVP Women's Blble Commenlary. gen. eds. Ca}herine Clark Kroeget. Maty 1. Evans. and
Elizabeth Ktoeget Elliott (Downers (3tove. IL: IVP. 2011) [Wordsearchl.
s. Andteas 1. Kbstenbet(4et. John, in Baker ExeHetical Commen(ary on lhe New Tes(amen+ (Gtand Rapids. Ml: Baker. 20{4)
{Woydseatchl.

l
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or goat-like creatures in Isaiah (x3:zi; 34:i4) reflect
a pagan concept that demons possessed goats.
The prophet, however, could have been reEerririg
literally to wild goats. Yet, the Greek translation
of the O1€1 Testament designated these beings as

l

First-Century Beliefs About Demons
The Greco-Roman world possessed an awareness
of demons and their activities. Pagans, Jews, ana
Christians alike accepted their existence. They dif-

daimonia (demons).5 Demons were associated with

ary, unsettled, deserted places. On the Day of
Atonement, Aaron sent out a sacrificial goat "into
the wilderness Eor Azazel" (Lev. i6:io). Azazel

fered, hosvever, in their ideas about the nature ana

W
fi

I

might be the name of the demon of the desert.6

role of these beings.
Greelc thought identified demons i:m numerous ways. A demon could tie a god-some kind
of divine being or a lesser deity. A demon could
be a divine posver, an unknown supernatural
Eorce, or an intermediary between humans ana
the gods, Some believed demons to be personal
guardian spirits. A popularly-held belief was that
demons represented the spirits of the dead aeparted souls.2 Consequently, Eor pagans the
word "demon" embraced ideas whose meanings
could overlap and even contradict each other.
Greco-Roman thinking viewed demons as
either good or bad. ?hat they did determined
their nature. Society believed these demonic forces
es existed everywksere ana continually eEEected
people's lives.3

During the time tietween the writing of the
Old ana New Testaments, Jewish literature tiegan
to Eocus more on the problem and origin of evil.7
Writers began to see evil not as coming directly
from God but from supernatural beings He had
created who were in rebellion against Him and
His plans. These evil spiritual beings worked
more independently of God than those angels who
obeyed Him by performing specific tasks.
Righti A marble
dating from the
Roman period. The
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beings. They reEerred directly to Satan three times
(Joti I-2; I Chron. zs:s; Zech. 3:I-2). Moses' song
declarea how Gocl's rebellious people "sacrificed
to demons ...to gods they had not known" (Deut,
32:17). Accordi'ng to the Greek translation, the
psalmist also identified demons (idols in Hebrew)
"with the gods of pagan idolatry" (ps, g6:5).4
Centuries later the apostle Paul would also iaentify pagan gods as demons (I Cor. xo:ig-'zx).
Some Bible students believe references to hairy
Iion or dog-Iike
€ace, the horns of
a goat, a human
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Cerberus, which

Testament writers seldom mentioned demonic

!ng the
E)

his dog Cerberus

calamities only with God's permission (Jo'b r-z).
Go(l sent the evil spirit that tormented King Saul
(I Sam. I6:I4-I5). God ordered the lying spirits to
deceive Ahab (t Kings zz:zo-z3).
Apart from the above references, the Old

eeature with a
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develop their ideas atiout demons primarily
because they emphasized the complete sovereignty
and supremacy of GO(1. Their strict monotheism
supported the conviction that all spiritual beings,
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Jewish apocryphal and pseudepigraphal books
suggested diverse origins for demons, including fallen angels, the offspring of fallen angels

and human women, or rebellious angels jealous
over mankind's place in creation. The writers

called the leaaer of these demons many names:
Mastema, Satanael, Satan, Samael, Beliar, Belial,
and Devil.8
According to Jewish texts, demons caused and

transmitted disease among people. They accused

inaividuals beEore GO(1. They served -as GO(l'S
instruments of punishment for sin. They temptea
men and women to sin. They triggered evil ana
worked destruction in the world.

By the Christian Era, Jews had begun to think
of demons as intermediate evil beings. The Jewish
belief in the sovereignty of God remained dominant in all their ideas a'):iout demons. Go(l created

In contrast, the Jews understood demon possessed
individuals to tie those who seemed completely under
the control of an evil power. They held that some
diseases resulted from demonic activity. Josephus, a
first-century Jewish historian, wrote of demons causing frenzy, suffocation, and strangling. Philo, a firstcentury Jewish interpreter of Scripture, described
people as ridiculing the demon-possessed.1I Jews
often labeled people demon-possessed if they acted
differently from the standard norms of behavior, like
Johri the Baptist (Luke 7:33).
The lews also practiced exorcism. A popular story
in Tobit, a Jewish work in the Apocrypha, tells of the
expulsion of a demon from Tobias's briae. Josephus
aescribed the method of a first-century exorcist
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namea Eleazar.lz Jewish exorcistic formulas, such as

art

the magical papyri, contained "traditional incantations, spells and potions for controlling demons,"I3

W
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these hostile beings. They were unaer His con- The New Testament mentions Jewish exorcists in
trol. He would ultimately bind them ana break general (Matt. I2:27), an unknown person who used
their power.9
Jesus' name (Mark g:38-3g), and the seven sons of

e

E
1

H

Sceva who were itinerant exorcists (Acts I9:I3-I6).

R

First-Century Beliefs About Possession
First-century pagaris, Jews, and Christians believed

Demons and the New Testament: A Brief

that aemons could possess inaividuals. This '):ielief
was widespread, as was the practice of using magic

Look

and exorcism to drive out the demons.

Greek thought associated demon possession
with causing madness, sickness, and other irra-

The New Testament consistently uses the word
spirits to describe demons tiut always with the
adjectives unclean or evil, reflecting their
V
nature. These spiritual beings exist in

e
ffi

J

A

I

@?

'kll

.11

tional behavior. Possession also produced the
drunken frenzy associated with some pagan religious practices. Some demon-possessed people
functioned as "prophets" who delivered messages
from the gods. Efforts to expel demons included
binding the disturtied person, participating in
purification rituals, reciting magical formulas,

protective spell

to serve as a
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views demon possession as a Eorm of
spiritual bondage.
Demon-possessed people mentioned in the Gospels and Acts
showed various signs of their
condition, incluaing speech-

/ behavior (nudity), and the
ability to tell fortunes (aivi-

nation). The New Testament

/ cause sickness and disease-like symp-
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toms, but demon possession was different
from being sick. The demons dominated the
personality of the inaividuals they possessed.
Jesus acceptea the certainty of demons and
demon possession. Driving or casting out demons
was a part of His ministry. He performed this by
the power of Gocl's Spirit. His contemporaries
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of Satan. They also inaicated that the kingdom of
God had come.

Jesus has already defeated the demonic forces, thus
limiting their power and sphere of operations. He will
ult imate ly de s troy t he ir p owe r and influe nce. Although
demons and their ruler, Satan, dominate the world

outside of Christ, believers belong to God in Christ
through the indwelling Holy Spirit. "The One who
is in you is greater than the one who is in the world"

(r John 4:4).-No wonder the demons shudder! B
I. All Scr:pture quotations are from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).
2. Graham H. Twelftree, aaDemon, Devil, Satana in Dialonary of Jesus and the
Gospels, ed. Joel B. Gieen, Scot McKnight, and 1. Howard Marshall lDowners Gnive:
InterVars!ty Press, 1992), 164; Eveiett Fvguson, Demonology ofthe Early Chrlsk!an Wodd,
Symposium Series, vol. 1 2 lNew York: The Edwin Mellen F%ess, 1984), 35-36, 58.
3. Eric Sorensen, Possess!on and Exorcrsm in the New Teskament and Early
Chrrstranr7 (Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2002). 82. See also Twelhree, 164; and Feiguion,
Demonology, 58.
4. Everett Ferguson, aaDemons!a in Encydoped!a of Eady Christ!an!ty. ed. Everett
Ferguson, 2nd ed. (New York: Garland Publishing, 1998), 325.
s. Ferguson, Demonology, 73. See also R. K. Harr!son, "Demon, Demoraac,
Demonology," in The ZondoNan P!ctor!al EmycIoped!a of the B!ble (Grand RapidS:
Zondervan, 1976), 2:95-96.

6. David E. Aune, aaDemoriologf in The Internatlonal Standard Blble Exydopedla,
vol. 1 lGrand Rapids: Eemmans, 1979). 920. See Lev. 16:8 €ootnote in HCSB.
7. Sorensen, 59.
8. James D. G. Dunn and Graham H. Twelhree, "Demon-Possession and Exoycism

in the New Testament.' Churchman 94:3 (1980): 216; Aune, 921
9. Dunn and TwelFtree, 216.
10. Sorensen. 79-80, 91, 104, 109; Ferguson, Demonology. 54.
It. Josephi.is, The Antlqu!t!es of the Jews in Th@ Works ofJosephus: Compleko and
Unabrrdged (WORKS), trans. William Whiston (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publisheis,
I987), 6.8.2 (p. 164); The War of the Jews in WORKS, 3. 10.3 (p. 661 ); Philo, In Flaccum
in The Works of Ph!lo: Compleke and Unabrrdged. trans. C. D. Yonge (Peabody. MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1993), 6(p. 728); TweVaree, 165.
12. Josephus, Tha Ant!qu!t!es of the Jews in WORKS, 8.2.5 (p. 2 1 4).
13. Dunn and Twel(kree, 21 I

viewea Him as a successful exorcist since He con-

sistently demonstrated His authority over demons.

Sharon H. Gritz is a freelance vvriter living in Fort

s

He declared that His exorcisms showed the defeat

worth, Texas.
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writers carefully distinguished
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illness (Mark 1:32). Demons could
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Christ as Prophet
WHO WAS AN 010 TESTAMENT PROPHET?

WORDS

HOW WAS JISUS A FROPHET?

DEEDS

WORDS

Proclaimed and/or recarded

Perhymed miracles

the word of the Lord

Hismessage:=Repent= Hehealedeverydiseaseandsickness
(Matt. 4j7)
all over Galilee (Matt. 4:23-24)

' Condemned sin and called

(healings: even raised
the dead)

l people to repentance

Acted out a

and preached the good

He raised the widow of Nain's son

prophetic message

news
' """ (Matt.
l""""4:23)
"""

from !he dead (Luke 7j6)

He taught as One with

He told the truth of the Samaritan

Warned people of iudBment

DEEDS

' He taught in synagogues ' He cast out demons (Mark T:23-26)

Proclalmed good news

a::: . .hor" .y (.M2t:?.'.22.28; womalYs marital history (John 4:T9)

l Interpreted present events

7:2g; Mark i:22,27)

He fed the five thousand (John 6:T4)

. Foretold future events

WHOWERESOMEOFTHEPROPHETS?

l

WHAT PROPHECIES 010 JESUS MAKE?

ABRAHAM (Gen. 20:7)

His suffering, crucifixion, and resunerAkin (Mark 8:3T; 9:3l: !0:33-34)

MOSES (Deut. T8:15-'19: 34:10: Acts 7:37)

The destruction of the temple in Jenisalem (Matt. 24:1-2)

- Moses prophesied that one day the Lord would raise
up a prophet like him. Many prophets followed. but
only One exceeded the stature and work of Moses.

Peteras three denials of knowing Jesus (Mark T4:30)
His second coming (John l4:l-3)

SAMuEL (T Sam.: Acts B:20)
DAVID (Psalms: Acts 2:30)
ELIJAH (T Kings 18:l; Luke 4:25-26)
ELISHA (2 Kings 2:T3-'15; Luke 4:27)
JONAH (2 Kings 14:25: Jonah 1:T; Matt. T2:39)
ISAIAH (2 Kings 19:20: Isa. T:'I: Matt. 3:3)
JEREMIAH (2 Chron. 36: Jer. l:2: Matt. 2:17)
EZEKIEL (Ezek. Tj-3; 2 Cor. 6:16)
ZECHARIAH (Ezra 6:W: Zech. T:l; Matt. 2T:4)
HAGGAI (Ezra 6:'14: Hag. l:l; Heb. 12:26)

HOWWASJESuSTREATE0?

Some viewed Him positively as a prophet of God
- Some people thought He was John the Baptist, Elljah.
Jeremiah. or one of the prophets (Matt. T6:B-14)
- The crowds at Jerusalem called Him a prophet at His
triumphal entry (Matt. 2T:11)
- The disciples on the road to Emmaus described Him as
a prophet powerful in word and deed (Luke 24:19)
Others persecuted Hlm as a prophet of God
- His hometown was offended and tried to kill him (Luke 4:16-30)
- The world hated and persecuted Him because He tevealed the
Fathet to them through His works (John 15:18-25)

DANIEL (Dan. 1:17; Matt. 24:15)

- The Jewish men who arrested Him beat Him and mocked Him

HOSEA (Hos. l:l: Matt. 2:15)

as a prophet (Luke 22:63-65)
- His enemies crucified Him (John T9:l7-30)

JOEL (Joel 1:1: Acts 2:16)
AMOS(Amosl:T-3:Acts7:42)
OBADIAH (Obad. 1)

HOW 15 JESLIS THE PROPHET?

MICAH (Mic. 1:1; Matt. 2:5)
NAHUM (Nah. 1:T)

Jesus is the Word who was with God, who was God. and who

HABAKKUK (Hab. l:l: Acts T3:40)

became flesh (John lj-'14)

2EPHANIAH (Zeph. l:l)

The law was given through Moses: grace and truth through

MALACHI (Ma!. 1:1: Matt. 1T:10)
JOHN THE BAPTIST (Luke 1:76)
- His messaBe: -Repentaa (Matt. 32)
- His purpose: Prepare the way for the Lord (Matt. 3:3)
- The end of the Old Testament prophets (Matt. IT:T3)

Jesus Christ (John lj7)
'aYou have heard it said= in the law through Moses; -But I say to youas Jesus Bave the spirit of the law (Matt. s-7)
God spoke through the prophets in the past. but in the Iast days He
has spoken to us by His Son, who reveals God to us (Heb. T:T-3)
aaMoses and all the Prophets:a testify to Jesusa coming. suffeting,
crucifixion, and resurrection (Luke 24:26-27,44-45)

HOWWEREiTHE PROPHETSTREATED?

Moses wrote about Jesus (John 5:45-47)

Some erJoyed places of prominence and honor

Jesus is the Prophet about whom Moses prophesied the Lord

All vvere persecuted in one way or another

would raise up-to Him we must listen (Acts 3:22)

- Moses was blamed for the peopleas wanderinB
- Elllah was thteatened wIth death

Jesus is Godas Prophet calling us to reperitance and faith that we
can be saved from our sIns and Iive in peace with Almlghty God

- Jeremiah was imprisoned
- Zechariah was stoned to death
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