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Unit23, Session 1

Jesus Teaches

About Discipleship
Summary and Goal
In this session, we will examine Jesus' teaching about the call to and nature of
discipleship. We will read about His command to be both exemplary and set apart
and yet simultaneously humble. In doing so, we will set a standard both of how to
disciple and how to be disciples of Jesus Christ, the principal disciple-maker. Thbe
core of our Christian life is in being transformed disciples of Jcsus by faith and in
purposefully making disciples of others.

Session Outline

1. Jesus' disciples are to be salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16).
2. Jesus' disciples are to obey for God's glory, not their own (Matt. 6:1-4).
3. Jesus' disciples are to live purposefully (Matt. 7:19-24).
Backgrounrl Passage: Mattbm s-7
Session in a Sentence

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught what it means to live as one of
His disciples.
Christ ('onnertion

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His followers whar it means to be His
disciple-someone who has been transformed by faith in Jesus and who lives for
Him. Just as Jesus came into the world to be light, we too are to live in the world as
salt and light for Him.
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Missional Application
Because we have been saved by Christ and have committed to follow Him, we live
purposefully so that otl'iers see His glory, investing in eternal treasures rather than
earthly oncs.

Date of My Bible study:
@ 2020 Li€eWay Ct'iristiari Resovrces

Group Time

GROuP MEMBER CONTENT

Group contemfiund in the
Daily Discipleship Guide is
indudeJ in tbis sbaded area

Introduction

tbrougbouttbesession.

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraphs in the DDG (p. 48) to help group members feel at ease about answering the
question below. Emphasize the hope of teachers on the first day of school.
Maybe you were the straight-A student who thrived in an academic setting, the first
hand to spring up when a question was asked. A student who could hardly sleep the
night before the first day of class, bursting with excitement about fresh lined notebooks,
new pencils, and the uncharted territory of a brand new textbook.
Or perhaps you struggled more with school and had a hard time sitting still and paying
attention in class. The words in those fresh textbooks represented a jumble of obscure
facts that refused to stick in your brain. You also might have had trouble sleeping the
night before, only anxious abo?it the taxing day ahead.
Regardless of what kind of student you were (or still are), you understood the
importance of the 'fi rsr day of school. Teachers recognize how important that 'first day
is as well, so they use it to set the tone and expectations for all that is to come in the
school year.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the followi ng question.

@What kind of student were you in school? How has that school
personalitycarriedintoyouradultlife? .:': .=.:. '.::" - 2- a.;'?-..'?i .=a ?t
of your own to jump-start the conversation)

SAY: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is doing what all teachers hope to do on the first day of school: setting
the tone and expectations for all that is to come. He is signaling to His listeners that following Him isn't just
something at which passive participants can excel-everyone is called to the highest of standards, but only a
certain kind of obedience will matter.

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine Jesus' teaching about the call to and nature of discipleship. We
will read about His command to be both exemplary and set apart and yet simukaneously humble. In doing so,
we will set a standard both of how to disciple and how to be disciples of J esus Christ, the principal disciple-maker.
The core of our Christian life is in being transformed disciples of Jesus by faith and in purposefully making
disciples of others.
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For session-by-sessiori training podcasts, pjease visit MitxistryGrid com/gospelproject.
For aMitional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospeProject.com/aMitionaj-resources.
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-.a - Jesus'disciplesaretobesaltandlight
(Matt. 5:13-16).
READ Matthew 5:13-16 (DDG p. 49).
'3 "You are the salt of the earth, but if sak has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness

be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people's feet.
'4 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
people light a lamp and put it undet a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all
in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 'diat they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 49) to articulate the purpose of the salt Jesus reEerred to in
the Sermon on the Mount: it was used for preservation. Further explain how this applies to Jesus' disciples.
The sak that Jesus referred to in this passage is more useful than the salt that saturates
the average American diet. In lesus' day, salt was much more than a seasoning. In a time
when there was no refrigeration, salt was an important ingredient in the preservation
of food. Without it, Jesus' listeners would have had to deal with rotting meat or fish.
Similarly, believers find themselves in the business of preservation against decay.
Our worldly culture is rotting: Deep partisan rifts result in fruitless shouting matches. People feel alone in
the world even though they are more connected than ever. Parents fear for the future of their nation and
their children.

While some clamor that this brave new world is an improvement upon times past, Christians in this
generation, and in every generation, know that something is not right. The Bible tells us that the creation
is groming for the coming of ?Jesus, the last Adam, to set things right, and believers groan for it too
(Rom. 8:22-23). Christians can smell the rot of a culture that has turned from the precepts of the Lord.

So Christians are called to be the salt of the earth, preserving the world from social and moral decay by
proclaiming and living the truth of God's Word for a people who need it. We are called to be a remnant
of faithful disciples who maintain their saltiness and their preserving power, all for the glory of God.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

l
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What are some ways Jesus' followers can serve as salt in the world ?
(share the gospel; stand up for the truth in love; help people see the
wisdom and benefit of a biblical worldview; graciously address sin in
others; love and build up the church; affirm what is good in the culture
and condemn what is evil)

l

@
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PACK ITEM 7: THE WORLD'S LIGH T. Call attention to the John Stott quote on this poster. Then use
the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 49) to expound on what it means for Jesus' followers to be the light of
the world.

According to Jesus, His followers are the light of the world. We were made to shine light
into the darkest corners of creation for the glory of God. We do not produce this light.
God's Word makes it clear that in and of ourselves, au we are capable of producing is
darkness (Matt. 6:22-23; John 3:19-20). It is God who lights our lamp (Ps. 18:28), and
He lights it through the sacrifice of His one and only Son, Jesus, the true light of the
world (John 8:12).

a Jesus goes before us as the perfect example of what it means to be the light of the world. Jesus is the light
who shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome Him (John l:l-5). In Matthew 5:14-16,

we have both a cornma'nd and a bope.
-The command is to shine our set-apart life in front of a dark and dying world so that by our light the true
light-')esus-might be illuminated for those lost in the darkness.
-The hope is that no matter how dark this world might be, it will not overcome the true light of God.
a While it migl'it be very easy for a little girl in Sunday School to shout her bold "no" about hiding her
light under a bushel, she will eventually grow up to realize that light can illuminate some frightening
things. That "litde light" might also put a target on her back. Rather than teach His followers to fear the
darkness, Jesus -whose confrontation with the darkness would lead to His own crucifixion-calls His

disciples to boldness in the face of ridicule, isolation, and persecution. Jesus' identity as the true light of
the world reminds us that no matter the results of our shining for His glory, He will be victorious.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 49)Mission of the Church: The mission of the church is to go into the world in
thepoweroftheSpiritandmake .

'byproclaimingthisgospel,calling

people to respond in ongoing repentance and faith, and demonstrating the
truth and power of the gospel by living under the ? ?. ?- of Christ for the
ofGodandthe , . 'oftheworld.

Essential Doctrine "Mission of the Church": The church is a sign and instrument of the kingdom of God,
a people united by faith in the gospel announcement of the crucified and risen King Jesus. The mission of
the church is to go into the world in the power of the Spirit and make disaples by prodaiming this gospel,
calling people to rcspos'id ixi ongoing repentance and faitl'i, and demonstrating the truth and power of the
gospel by living under the lordship of Christ for the glory of God and the good of the world.
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Jesus' disciples are to obey for God's glory, not
their own (Matt. 6:1-4).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 6:1-4 (DDG p. 50).
' "Beware of pricticing your righteousness beEore other people in order to be seen
by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
2 " Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by
o*ers. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the
needy, do not let your leff hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph iii the DDG (p. 50) to point out that Jesus is not merely concerned with
outward conformity but with His Follovvers maintainiiig the right internal priorities.
lesus calls disciples to exemplary behavior as salt and light in the world, but then He
cautions against misplaced motives in the midst of that exemplary behavior. He is not
merely concerned with outward conformity to His precepts but with the right ordering
of inward priorities. While our good works may be secn in the world, they are not to be
practiced for show.
We cannot confuse the show of "righteousness" with actual righteousness. Saying or doing all of the right
things before human beings to bring ourselves glory is not true obedience to God.
Appbcation: Social media might make the task of glorifying God seem easy. ?Just upload a poignant Scripture
passage or inspired thought from the comfort of your own couch and voilrz-Christian duty fulfilled. But
two thousand years before Facebook', Voxer"', or the iPhone" existed, Jesus warned that our righteousness is
not to be practiced for show. In the age of the Internet, it is easy to practice our "righteousness" beFore human
beings, just as it is easy to confuse empty practices for righteousness. The draw to get likes, retweets, and
followers is real. It can be easy to invest so much energy into becoming influencers in our particular sphere
that the focus shifts to our own renown. Though our obsession may appear righteous outwardly, sprinkled
with all of the right words, causes, and images, it can be completely self-centered.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

@
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What are some ways we may be tempted to practice our righteousness
for personal glory? (we may serve in various ways in the church in order
to be noticed and praised; we may use social media to call attention to
ourselves while appearing spiritual in our posts; we might commit to pray
for people because that is what we are supposed to do as Christians,
even though we don't care to follow through)

Leader Guide
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SAY: Whether we're gathering signatures for an important cause, trying to raise awareness by using a hashtag,
or posting a quote or picture for our upcoming Bible study, it is easier than ever to be disobedient to Jesus' words.
Applause is so readily available to us from those in our immediate communities and from notifications on social
media that we don't need literal trumpets to call attention to our good deeds.
EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 50) to emphasize that according to Jesus, our obedience
is ukimately not about us but about God's glory.
While we are to shine our light before men, this light of good deeds is to be shone
not for our own praise or glory but that others might glorify our Father in heaven
(Matt. 5:16). In this way we will be rewarded by God. Jesus teaches that our reward
should not be in the applause or approval of human beings but in Him instead. His
reward far outweighs the temporary reward that the trumpeters would receive from
anyone who would listen.

As an example of practicing righteousness with the right priorities, Jesus paints a picture of giving so secret
that it could even be secret from one's own body, that one hand wouldn't know what good deed the other
has done. Using hyperbole, He's saying that if our other hand knows the good we've done, we might
be tempted to puff ourselves up and look for the praise of human beings instead of for the praise and
reward ofa God.

Our Savior modeled the blinders that He requests of us. Before His sermon on the mountaintop, He lived
it for forty days in the wilderness (see Matt. 4:1-l 1). At His weakest physical point from fasting, Satan
tempted Him to turn stones into tiread. Satan was asking lesus to perForm miracles not for His Father's
glory but for self-gratification. Jesus saw right through the enemy's ploy. In fact, His final words to Satan
reveal the heart of what Jesus is asking us to do in Matthew 6: "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve' " (Matt. 4:10).
*

In reminding us of where we should garner our satisfaction, Christ takes our eyes that strain toward the
temporal and directs them toward the eternal. Human praise is a drop in a bucket with a hole in the
bottom; God's reward, however, will fill us to the uttermost.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

How can we combat the temptation to seek the reward of
human applause instead of God's glory and His eternal reward ?
(be appropriately secretive in our good works; acknowledge our
temptations for human applause and pray for God's help to seek His
Blory alone; meditate on the future reward that God has promised to His
faithful children; always remember that God is working in us so we can
work out His good purpose)

Unit 23, Sessi0n 1
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Jesus' disciples are to live purposefully
(Matt. 7:19-24).
READ Matthew 7:19-24 (DDG p. 51).
'9 Every ttee that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
2o Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
2' "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the wiu of my Father who is in heaven. 22 0n that day many
will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' 23 And then will I declare
to them, l never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'
24 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 51) to explain Jesus' warning about outward compliance.
Illustrate this warning with the deception and betrayal perpetrated by ?Jesus' disciple Judas, and appjy this warning
to your group members.
After giving His listeners a blueprint for Christian living, Jesus issued an important
warning: Outward compliance to lesus' commands is not enough to place
someone in the kingdom of God. You can look really good by the things you say and
do. Prophesying, casting out demons, and performing miracles would seem like the
pinnacle of good works to perform for the glory of Jesus' name. But just as it is possible
to do good works as a show before human beings, it is possible to do good works as a
show beEore God Himself-and He re)ects all such shows.
mustration: ?Jesus' own disciple Judas would become a chilling illustration of the truth that outward
compliance is meaningless. He followed Jesus for the three years of His earthly ministry. He heard the
sermons, saw the miracles, and was handpicked by the Messiah. If anyone knew all the right things to say
and do to persuade people that he was a Christ-follower in every sense of the word, it was J udas. And yet,
with a simple kiss, he revealed his lack of faith in the Lord Jesus (Matt. 26:47-50). Judas sat at Jesus' Passover
table and proclaimed his innocence on the very night Jesus was arrested, but by the time Judas told Jesus that
he would never betray the "Rabbi" (notice, not "Lord"), he had already done it (see Matt. 26:14-16,20-25).
For thirty pieces of silver, Judas showed that his outward compliance during J esus' earthly ministry was all
for show.

l
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Applicr:ttion: While one's semblance of fruit might fool casual onlookers temporarily, God is not deceived.
People may not get caught in their webs of deceit until the day of judgment, but it wijl catch up with them.
Jesus sees through outward compliance. So we would do well to do the will of the Father, to pray to Him
for a growiiig faith in lesus, and to test ourselves to see if we are in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5).

LeaderGuide
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INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

What is the difference between outward compliance to Christ's
commandsandinwardconformitytoChrist'slordship? a= "o ?':. ').faith in Jesus; obedience that flows from faith in God's acceptance
through Jesus' sacrifice for us instead of a desire to prove oneself before
God and others; a humble submission to Jesus' commands for the glory
of His name alone)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 51) to explain why Jesus can use the phrase "workers of
lawlessness" to refer to those who practice mere outward conformity to God's standards.
In His warning about outward obedience,
Jesus called those who practice seemingly
biblical living without inward change
"workers of lawlessness." In doing so, He
emphasized yet again that the keeping of
the law goes beyond just obeying a list of
ruies. If this Iaw-keeping doesn't flow from
a heart submitted to the God who sces the

heart, then it is just as bad as lawlessness.
Only if we obey through faith in Jesus can
we be considered lm-keepers, since Jesus is
the fulfillment of the law (Matt. 5:17).

Voices from
the Church
"The true disciple
expresses the sincerity of
his confession of Jesus'

identity as the Lord through
obedient living. Jesus was
not pitting obedience
against faith but was
insisting that obedience is
the necessary expression of
true faith." '

-Charles Quarles

Iljustration: While we might think of the Pharisees as the villains in the Gospel stories, in their time, they
were presumed to be the heroes. Known for their religious knowledge ai'id piety, they appeared to keep
the law of God near perfectly. They were so intent on keeping the law of God that they erected secondary
laws arounrrl God's laws in order to make perfectly sure that they stayed on the right path. In the midst of
the Greco-Roman immorality of their day, they maintained a strict code of righteousness that was seen as
exemplary. Yet for all their "righteousness," they still could not enter the lcingdom of heaven because it was a
righteousness of show instead of a righteousness from faith (Matt. 5:20).
Application: Even though it's unlikely that we could ever ;ippeax as righteous as a Pharisee in Jesus' day, we
could fool everyone around us pretty easily. In fact, we could even fool ourselves. We could actually believe
that our righteous acts are our saving grace instead of the blood of Jesus. But just like the Pharisees, we would
be sorely mistaken. Our spiritual houses would not be buik on the firm foundation of lesus' righteousness
but on the shaky and meaningless foundation of outward compliance. So we must hear Jesus' words in faith

l

l

l

and gct on them in faith.
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus isn't simply telling His listeners to "do better" or "try harder" He's actually reminding them that the only way to do the things that He is asking them to do is to be radically
transformed from the inside out by faith. Jesus is not interested in watching us put on a show; He wants to see
us walking in an obedience that is more than skin-deep. He wants our light to shine before a dying world not
because we're gritting our teeth and trying to turn on the bulb by our own power but because we are walking in
such obedience to Him that others cannot help but see. He wants us to take every step by faith in His grace, not
in our own power or in our own perceived righteousness.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 52), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to t}ie truth of God's Word.
Because we have been saved by Christ and have committed to follow Him, we live
purposefully so that others see His glory, investing in eternal treasures rather than
earthly ones.

What step of faith will you take
to live purposefully for Jesus'
gloty and not your own?
How might your group need to
act or change so your ministry
to one another and others

"' Voices from
Church History
"The Christian is not only to
be different, he is to glory

in this difference. HeTs to

brings glory to lesus and not to

be as different from other

70ux p0Tollp>-

Christ was clearly different

Who do you know needs to hear

people as the Lord Jesus
from the world in which

He;l:vWd."'

lesus' warning that outward

-Martyn L loyd-Jones

compliance is meaningless apart

('1899-1981)

from faith in lesus?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Our Father in heaven, through Your Son, Jesus, You have rescued us from the dominion
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of light so that we might reflect Your light to the world. As those
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, help us to obey and bear fruit fitting for Your langdom as we invite fellow sinners to
become disciples of Jesus by faith. Amen.

62
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INSTRUC T: As yo?ir group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions iii their DDG (pp. 53-55), which build arid expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to ?ise Encourage One Another (p. 56) for m?itual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.

Leader Guide
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Smdy devotions in the
DDG (pp. 53-55) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for themselves.
Encourage One Anodser (p. 56) will help group members and families fellowship with one
another with purpose.

Dailystudy
BrieF daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 53-55) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.

Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
Share the following idea from the devotion for ? ? .,a " as a part of point 2 in the
session: He shows His listeners that the problem isn't in the righteous acts
of the Pharisees but in the deadened, affirmation-seekmg hearts behind
those actions.

[§

Consider Ieading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your gro?ip to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
' ,? ..' "God chose for His plan of salvation on this eaxth to include us; He is
glorified before others because our wotks point them to Him."
a, l " "Jesus clarifies that our judgment of odxets' actions needs to start with a
deep personal look at our own sinfulness."

for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan f'or fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 56) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Gospe/ Project in their groups.
a Encourage group members to point out how they see one another living as salt
and light in their respective contexts and ways they can do even more.
See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
i

[3

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
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Additional Commentary
-

Jesus'disciplesaretobesaltandlight
(Matt. 5:13-16).

" The Sermon was meticulously structured to communicate lesus' demand for a greater
righteousness (5:17-20). The teachings are essentially grouped into units of three.
The Beatitudes and the 'salt and light' passages formed the introduction (5:3-16). Six
illustrations of the greater righteousness followed, contrasting the Old Testament Law
with Christ's ethic (5:21-48), then three examples of true piety (6:l-18), followed by
three teachings about money and anxiety (6:19-34) and then by three sections on how
to treat others (7:l-12). Jesus concluded His sermon with three examples, focusing on
the only two responses possible for those who heard Him-acceptance or rejection
(7:13-27)." '

"You are the light of the world-not of a single nation nor of twenty cities but of the
entire inhabited earth. You are like a light for the mind, far better than any particular
sunbeam. Similarly, you are spiritual salt. First you are salt. men you are light. The
metaphors of salt and light drive home the great benefit of these stinging words and
the profit of this rigorous discipline, how it binds and does not permit us to become
dissolute in our behavior." 4

"What did Jesus mean when He said salt could 'lose its taste' so that it becomes

worthless and must 'be thrown out and trampled on by men' (Matt. 5:13, HCSB)?
Possibly He refcrrcd to impurities mixed with the salt that diluted its effect. If so,
He intended this as a warning to His disciples to remain faithful to fulfill their
responsibility to salt the earth. Or possibly Jesus stated an obvious impossibility. Pure
salt stays pure. He considered it foolish to think that genuine believers would allow
impurities to render them ineffective in their task." '

? Jesus' disciples are to obey for God's glory, not
their own (Matt. 6:1-4).
"before other people. PuLilic acts of obedience are valuable and honorable, but if they
are done merely for the sake of public recognition, there will be no reward from God
(cf, vv. 2,5,16). Hypocrites original ly rderreA to the Greek actors who wore different
masks to play various roles. Jesus criticizes the religious readers, most notably the
Pharisees, for a particular form of hypocrisy: doing right things for the wrong reasons.
To give to the needy was one of the pillars of piety, but the religious leaders gave to
the needy in order to be praised by others. The tragic irony was that they had received
their reward of public and professional acclaim, but that was all the reward they would
ever receive, and such fleeting human adulation precludes satisfaction of the deep
longing of people's hearts to stand approved by their Father who sees in secret." 6

64
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"Gifts for the poor were taken up in synagogue services, and often the donors gave
substantially in order to be seen to be giving. al'hey paraded their wealth in a boastful
manner to draw attention to themselves. It was equivalent to announcing their giving
uiith trumpets (6:2a). Such people are %pocrites, or actors (6:2b). The feeble accolades
and admiration they receive from people is their payment in full. It is better to give
secretly so that the beneficiary is not embarrassed and only God, uibo sees urlat is done
in secret, knows (6:3-4). The donor's reward is far greater and more significant, for it has
eternal consequences. God himself rewards such giviiig." 7

. o a . Jesus' disriplps are to live purposefully
(Matt. 7:19-24).
"The imagery is clear: Our way of life-our words and deeds-proves the truth or
falsity of our message. For a time we may be able to keep up the pretense of living by
the standards and values of the kingdom, but what we really are will eventually be
revealed by our actions. No matter what image we present to people, our way of life will
ultimately reveal who we really are and determine our fate (7:19-20) . .. The ultimate
reward of discipleship is entrance into tbe kingdom ofheaven and the only way to receive
that reward is obedience to the uiilj of the Father (7:21) . . . What the false disciples are
claiming to have done is not wrong, but is insufcient. The fact that Jesus will say:
i ntver knew you. Away from yne, you evildoers." undoubtedly signifies a final rejection
and serves as a warning to tls (7-.z.3). The basis for their rejection is that they are, in
effect, evildoers because disobedience to the Father's will amounts to sin." a'

"Being aware of false prophets is the consistent message throughout 7:15-23 (cf. 7:6).
In one sense we can connect this theme with the broad and narrow ways of 7:13-}4, as
clic 'mlse prophets are ones who, among other things, would mislead people to practice
piety along the lines of the broad way (external only) rather than the narrow way
(wholehearted). However, there is also an integrity and larger point to 7:15-23 that are
not just flowing from that preceding image. The reality of false teachers and prophets and
the warnings against them are not uncommon in the Old Testament (Deut. 18:20-22;
Jer. 6:13-14; 14:14-18; 23:11; Lam. 2:14; Ezek. 13:1-23) .. . In the context of the

Sermon, 'Ealse prophets and teachers are defined not so much as ones not speaking the
truth (though that is implied) but as those who appear pious but do not do the true
whole-person righteousness. Thus, the scribes and Pharisees are the first examples that
come to mind (Matt. 5:20; cE the pointed warnings and woes in 23:1-39)." "
References
1. Chatles Quatles. The Sermon on the Mounl. in NAC'3dudies in Bible & Theology (Nashville. TN: B&H. 2011 ). 333.
2. Mariyn Lloyd-Jones. "The Satt of the Earth," Novembet 30. 2019. www.monergism.com/thethteshold/sdB/salt.himl.
3.'Tamia Hemandez."Mat(hew."in T'he Sludy Bible for Women (Nashville. TN: B&H. 2014). 1246. n. 5:l-7:29.
4. Chrysostom. The Gospel ofMat(hew. Homily 15.7. quo(ed in Ancjenl Farth S(udyBible (Nashville. TN: B&H. 201')). 1134. n. 51111.
s. Oartyl Wood, "Salt in (he Ancient Wotld." Brblical Illustrakor (Sprin@ 2015): 81.
6. Michael 1. Wilkins. "Mat(hew." in ESVS(udyBible (Wheaton. IL: Crossvvay. 2008). 1831. n. 6:l: n. 6:2-4.
7. loe Kapolyo,"Matthew," in Afrrca Blble Commentary. gen. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Grand Raplds. Ml: Zondervan. 2006). 1148.
8. Brlan Win}le. "Matthew." in Soulh Asla Bible Commentary. gen. ed. Brian Wintle (Gtand Rapids. Ml: Zondervan. 2015). 1236.
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Jesi is Teaches
About the Cost

of Discipleship
Summary and GoaL
In this session, we will learn about how our commitment to discipleship needs
to start on the inside: with a heart and a n'iind that clearly understand that Jesus
req?iires total submission from us and that submission is costly. It is no light thing
to commit our lives to Christ; i? isn't sometliit'ig we can do halfway. But if we
understand the immeasurable worth of Jesus' commitment toward His disciples, we
will be motivated to submit ourselves fully to Him.

Session Outline

1. Being Jesus' disciple requires a clear commitment (Luke 9:57-62).
2. Being Jesus' disciple requires a total commitment (Luke 14:25-27).
3. Being Jesus' disciple requires a costly commitment (Luke 14:28-35).
Background Passages: Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-35
Session in a Sentence

Jesus shared that discipleship involves a clear, total, and costly commitment to
following Him.
Christ Connection

lesus taught that being His disciple comes at a cost. To be His disciple requires a
clear and total commitment and will involve sacrifice. When we commit our entire

lives to Jesus as His disciples, we emulate the One who laid down His life on our
behalf for our salvation.

Missional Application
Because Jesus sacrificed His life on our behalf to provide our salvation, we seek to
cotnmit our time, resources, and energy for the work of sharing Christ with others so
they too might be saved.
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Group Time

GROuP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction
EXPLAIN: Use the paragraphs in the DDG (p. 57) to discuss the world's impression of disciples and Jesus'
expectations of His disciples.
Despite the growing intolerance of Western society, we still live in a time when,
compared to other places in the world, it is incredibly advantageous to be a Christian,
at least to a point. Being a member at your local church (even if you only go on
special holidays), donating to your favorite Christian charity of choice (as long as it
isn't a pro-life charity), and being a generally moral person (as long as your morality
doesn't infringe on anyone else's choices) are all things that modern American people
claim to love.

But Jesus requires an obedience without parenthetical conditions -a true and radical
commitment. He requires obedience wl-ten it isn't tret'idy and even when it costs.
Our commitment to Him could cause a loss of livelihood, familial connections, and

eventually our lives.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

How would you describe the world's impression of disciples of
Jesus Christ? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start
the conversation)

SAY: lesus' requirement for total commitment is not an easy task, but it is the task that we've been called to, and
Jesus stands ready and able to help us answer that call.
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will learn about how our commitment to discipleship needs to start on the
inside: with a heart and a mind that clearly understand that lesus requires total submission from us and rhat
submission is costly. It is no light thing to commit our lives to Christ; it isn't something we can do halfway. But
if we understand the immeasurable worth of Jesus' commitment toward His disciples, we will be motivated to
submit ourselves fully to Him.
For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid com/gosp4roject.
For aMitional tettcbing options and other resources, please visit Gospell)roject.com/aMitionaj-resources.
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Beinplpsue;'disciplerequiresaclear
commitment (Luke 9:57-62).

READ Luke 9:57-62 (DDG p. 58).
'7 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, 'I will follow you
wherever you go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 5') To another
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me 6rst go and bury my father."
6o And Jesus said to him, 'aLeave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you,
go and proclaim the kingdom of Go(l." 6' Yet another said, 'I will follow you,
Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home." ('2 Jesus said to him,
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 58) to establish that Jesus doesn't sugar-coat His
expectations of His disciples because He is concerned with real, heart-deep commitment.
Whatever their salvation experience, there was a moment when every believer made a
clear, verbal commitment to Christ, saying "I have decided to follow Jesus" in one form
or another. But in this passage, Jes?is communicates that verbal assent to His lordship
is not enough, and He doesn't sugar-coat His expectations of His disciples. He wasn't
concerned about amassing lukewarm followers for show. He is concerned with the real,
heart-deep commitment of His listeners that will lead to true transformation.
Each time someone came to Jesus and pledged to follow Him, Jesus tested their commitment by
communicating to them e:mctly what they were signing up for. Instead of wooing these men with the
promise of earthly benefits and cost-effective glory, He pressed them to walk away unless they were truly
committed to following Him.
Jesus is not in the business of sugar-coating His expectations of His disciples. He wants to be abundandy
clear: following Him will be the hardest thing they will ever have to do. It will make them face fears they
never imagined, it will press them into spaces they never envisioned, and it will require of them things
that they never thought they'd have to give. He wants to make sure that those who are clinging to Him
aren't in it ')ust for the cool miracles or abundance of loaves and fishes but rather that they realize that the
crown they are signing up for is not earthly renown. Jesus wants to remind His disciples that following
Him isn't just something they can say-it includes things they must do.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the followiiig question.
What were some of your expectations of Christian discipleship when
you became a believer? ( be prepared to give an ariswer of your owri ;o
jump-start the conversation)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 58) to highlight that following Jesus means putting Him
above all else, including comfort, duty, wealth, and family.
Three men daimed to want to follow lesus in this passage, but all rhree had their
hang-ups because they had to put Him above all else, including comfort, duty, wealth,
and family. They couldn't choose following lesus and earthly comfort, following Jesus
rod earthly duty or wealth, following Jesus and farnily; it was Jesus or everything
else. This was not a casual commitment but a life-altering one, arid they needed to be
completely clear on the terms before signing on the dotted line.
a Comfort: Jesus saw that one man needed to hear about how following Him might lead to a nomadic
lifestyle, without even having a place to lay his head.
a Duty and wealth: Jesus told another that obedience to His call needs to be immediate, even at the
expense of the man burying his father, which was possibly a euphemism for waiting for his father to die so
that he might receive his inheritance. '
a Family: Jesus told the third person that following Him n'ieans no turning back, not even to say good-bye
to loved ones. Disciples may have to miss important events in the lives of their families and communities
because of rheir commitment to Christ.

SAY: If we want to follow Jesus, we have to be clear that following Him means putting Him above all else. The
process of discipleship works to accomplish this reordering of priorities in our lives.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members wi th the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 58).
Discipleshipisa .,-?thattakesplacebothformallyandinformallyto
effect spiritual

as people follow Jesus. Growing in our faith and

deepeningourwalkwithChristissomethingthatrequiresourwhole ' ,not
just the mind.
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Essential Doctrine "Discipleship": Discipleship is a ptocess that takes place both formally and informally
to effect spiritual maturity as people follow Jesus. Informal discipleship, as passages like Deuteronomy 6:4-9
suggest, happens everywhere, in every arena of life. Growing in our faith and deepening our walk with
Christ is something that requires our whole life, not just the mind. Formal discipleship ref'ers to periods of
instruction. We make disciples through our words and actions, providing verbal instruction from God's
Word and non-verbal examples through our lives (Acts 20:17-24).
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' = BeingJesus'disciplprequiresatotal
commitment (Luke 14:25-27).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 14:25-27 (DDG p. 59).
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 "If
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own lffe, he cannot be my disciple.
2' Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 59) to comment on Jesus' striking statement in this passage
and what it means for our earthly relationships with others.
It should be apparent to us that Jesus is using startling words in this passage to drive
home an important point: Our allegiance to lesus must be so complete that it should
even surpass our allegiance to our earthly family. In obedience to God's commands, we
should strive to love and respect our earthly relations to the best of our ability. Yet our
commitment to lesus should so far outweigh our commitment toward any other person
that it would make our love for others look like hatred in comparison. This is radical,
and that is exactly the point Jesus is making: Our love for Him should be radical.
71be Fitth Commandment-the first that comes with a promise (Eph. 6:2) -is about the very first
earthly relationship we will ever have: honor your father and mother (Ex. 20:12). Jesus reinforced this
commandment often during His earthly ministry
-In Matthew 15:3-9, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and scribes for commanding that people give money to
the temple instcad of caring for their parents with those funds.
-In Matthew 19:16-19, Jesus told a questioner that honorit'ig father and mother is one of the
commandments necessary to obey for eternal life.
-In John 19:26-27, Jesus cared for His own mother and secured provision for her even as He was dying on
the cross.

Our God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33), so we must surmise that lesus is not asking us to
dishonor our father and mother. What He is doing here is reminding us of the priority of God, and His
Son, in our lives. When asked what the most important commandment is, Jesus said that the second most
important commandment is to love our neighbors as much as we love ourselves (Matt 22:39), but the first
commandment is to love the Lord our God with all that we are (Matt. 22:37-38).
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INTERAC T'. Ask zroup members the following question.

@

What are some ways a total commitment to Jesus may be displayed?
(with love and grace addressing the sin in a loved one's life; leaving home
and even country to take the gospel to the nations; obedience to the law
of love, loving God first and loving others as yourself; sacrificing your
preferences, desires, and even life for the sake of another; confessing
your own sin and seeking forgiveness from those you have wronged)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 59) to contrast Jesus' call to discipleship -to take up our
cross-with our natural tendency toward self-preservation.
We are commanded to love our families,

*

@

but we are called to love lesus even more.

'.' Voices from

Scripture also has the expectation that we
will love ourselves, yet still we should love
lesus so n'iuch that our love for ourselves
looks like hatred in comparison. Instead of
calling disciples toward self-preservation,
Jesus teaches the opposite: we should
take up our cross when we follow Him,
prepared to follow Him all the way to
Calvary. We should come to Christ as if we
have already died because our lives belong
completely to Him.

Church History
"The disciple is a disciple
only in so far as he shares
his l-ord's suffering and
rejection and crucifixion.
DiscipLeship means
adherence to the person
@f Je5us, and therefore
submission to the law of
Christ which is the law of
the cross." 2

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer

(1906-1945)

By nature, we are preservers of self. We generally avoid and even run from pain and harm. Jesus' words in
this passage, however, fly in the face of self-protection. He has already told us that our love for Him must
surpass our love for other people-a radical calling for His disciples. Now He calls His disciples to be
willing to die-even by death on a cross!
Historically, treating our bodies as precious gifts from God has been questioned by certain traditions.
Gnosticism, a heresy that plagued the early church, for example, taught that our earthly bodies, indeed
all things physical, hold no worth. But Scripture teaches that our bodies are temples to be stewarded well
(1 Cor. 6:19-20) and that they will be resurrected and reunited with our souls on the day Jesus returns
(1 Cor. 15:42-44).

Jesus' call to " hate" our own lives and bear our own crosses does not equate to a hatred of selE as if we
were trash. Rather, true discipleship is the ?iltimate in self-preservation. It is playing the long-game, as it
were. If we make it our aim to preserve our lives in the here and now, then we will lose them in hell. But if
we take up our cross in willingness to die with and for Jesus Christ, then we will find them for eternity in
heaven with the Lord (Matt. 16:24-27).
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Being le;i is' disciple requires a costly
(;gmmlKmenK
'nitment (Luke 14:28-35).
Mm

READ Luke 14:28-35 (DDG p. 60).
' For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count
the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 0therwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 3o saying,
' This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 3' Or what king, going out to
encounter another king in war, wiu not sit down first and deliberate whedser he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for
terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has
cannot be my disciple.
3"" "Salt is good, but if sak has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It
is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 60) to reiterate the seriousness of becoming Jesus' disciple:
The cost of following lesus is incalculable because fouowing Him wul cost us everything.
'Ihrough two illustrations-building a tower and going to war-T)esus warned His
listeners that following Him is not just a passive decision but an active assessment of
everything we're willing to give up for Him. The cost of following Him is incalculable
because following Him will cost us evet5rdxing. If we are not willing to part with the
things most precious to us and put Jesus in the place of preeminence, then we need not
apply to become His disciples. If we come to the table trying to hedge and negotiatetrying to give just a little less than our all-then we do not beloi'ig at the table at all.
Through His illustrations about building a tower and going to war, Jesus is telling His listeners that
following Him isn't something we should wake up one day and decide to do without first stopping
to count the cost. It isn't something we can do halfheartedly. Like building a tower, discipleship isn't
something we can abandon halfway through; it is a commitment we need to see through to the end. And
like going to war, discipleship has consequences; either we are willing to fight to the death or surrender to
the superior posver. To take up our cross and follow Jesus is a lifelong endeavor with eternal significance.
Jesus concluded these two illustrations with a tangible cost: renouncing all possessions for the sake of
discipleship. In other words, when we become disciples of Jesus, we hand over all of our possessions to
Him at'id commit to being stewards of what is i'iow His to use as He sees fit. So, count the cost.
Il[usmtion: Imagine going house-hunting without consulting the bank first and then sitting down to sign
your papers with no means of handing over the down payment. No matter how far you got into your
journey, the moment all parties involved realized there wasn't a bank involved, the journey would come to a
screeching halt with so many days and countless hours of work wasted.
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Ij[ustrsion: Evcry culture has some notion of a senseless war somewhere in its history. For example, the
Trojan War was a decade-long affair that resulted in the deaths of thousands of men and numerous heroes,
all for the sake of revenge over an adulterous wife. Jesus took this notion of a senseless war and used it to
describe the kind of king who avoids unnecessary bloodshed and inevitable defeat by using his common
sense to reason his way toward another solution, even one without personal glory. Following Jesus is not
a ploy for earthly renown because to truly follow Jesus is to spurn earthly personal glory for ourselves, in
whatever form that might take, in favor of the eternal glorification of God.
INTERAC T: Ask group members the followiiig question.

@

What are some ways we may experience the cost of discipleship to
Jesus Christ? (God calls us to give sacrificially of our finances for the
sake of His mission and His church; our earthly reputation may suffer as
we take unpopular stands for Christ and His ideals; we may have to live
a life that does not meet the standards of our worldly dreams; we may
have to leave a good-paying job to follow God's call to serve Him in some
other way)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 60) to point to Jesus' expectation for His disciples to act
as sak in a dying, decaying world.
In verses 34-35, Jesus told His listeners that His disciples are expected to be the salt of
the earth. As we discussed in the previous session, our job as Christians is to act as an
agent of preservation in a dying, decaying world. With the message and ministry of the
gospel, we seek to arrest the curse of death in individuals and in society. But we can only
do so -we can only be effective "salt"-as committed disciples of lesus Christ who have
counted the cost and found following Jesus to be worth the price.
Halfhearted and uncommitted discipleship is of no good to this world nor to our own souls, just like salt
that has lost its taste and &ectiveness has no more benefit and must be thrown out. "Disciples" who hold
onto the stuff and sin of this world are showing that their true allegiance is to this world, not to Jesus.
They are "disciples" in name only.
*

True disciples, however, will hear Jesus' words and be convicted of their complacency, which we all have
to one degree or another. Who among us can live up to Jesus' perfect standard of discipleship, after all?
Thankfully, Jesus has accomplished that perfect standard for us. So we can come to Him again and again,
having counted the cost and finding forgiveness and strength to livc as His faithful disciples.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.
How have you had opportunities to be the satt of the earth for the glory
of J esUs j n fh e p asf wee k?- C' b e l:) r e pa r e d '!'C g j Ve an a r? ="N e r '.' ": J t .) U r ol'- ,,aa- t G
jump-start the conversation)
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: Counting the cost of discipleship is an important step in making a commitment to Christ.
Halfhearted commitment is not a mark of ?Jesus' people, nor is a wishy-washy understanding. Following Jesus
doesn't just cost us a lot; it will cost us everything. Jesus Himself is our example in laying down His life for God's
glory. He came to earth and lived a life completely undeserving of the death that awaited Him, but He laid down
that life for our sake. He died a gruesome death so that we might know a reward that we do not deserve. It is th is
remrd that makes the cost of discipleship infinitely worth it. ?Jesus reminds us that He is completely deserving of
the sacrifice that He is asking of us-and He will return it to us a hundredfold.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 61), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because Jesus sacrificed His life on our

behalf to provide our salvation, we seek to
commit our time, resources, and energy for
the work of sharing Christ with others so
they too might be saved.
In what areas of your life do you
need to make a total commitment

to lesus, and how wiu you do so?

How might your g;toup need to
support one another when the
cost of discipleship hits home?
When sharing the gospel
messa4ge, how will you faitb&uy
communicate and live the cost

of discipleshipF

Voices from

Church History
"lt does cost something to be
a real Christian, according
to the standard of the
Bible. There are enemies

to be overcome, battles
to be fought, sacrifices to
be made, an Egypt to be
forsaken, a wilderness to be
passed through, a cross to
be carried, a race to be run.
Conversion is not putting
a man in an armchair and

taking him easiLy to heaven.
It is the beginninB of a miBhty
conflict, in which it costs
much to win the victory." 3
-J. C. Ryle (1816-1900)

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You are worthy of all honor, worship, and devotion. Owing us nothing

but Your judgment, You instead gave up Your life on the cross so that we might experience life in You, the
resurrection and the life. Help us to walk in the Spirit as we glorify dte Father by following You, giving of
ourselves for the sake of others in the privileged task of not only being disciples but also making disciples. Amen.
PACK ITEM 8: HYMN HANDOu T Pass out copies of this hymn and sing it together.

lNSTRuC T: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DI)G (pp. 62-64), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 65) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.

74

Leader Guide

@ 2020 LifeWay Christian Resoorces

Daily Discipleship
lbroughout the week following the session, use the ideas Lielow to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 62-64) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 65) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 62-64) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
o Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to (3ive to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
Share the following idea from the devotion for - .ar as a part of point 3 in the
session: Following Jesus will cost us everything. And if everything is not what
we are willing to give, then we are riot ready to commit to the calling of beiiig
His disciples.

[5?

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples ycni can use:
it Z ; .,= ?: "lesus is not a salesman trying to make a commission, nor is He a
modern-day influencer trying to garner as many foklowets as possihle."
@ -?.-1."JesuslovesHishridenotforwhatshecangivetoHimhutbecauseof
what He can provide for her as a recipient of God's grace."
Visit wrww.GospelProject.aim/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 65) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Gospe} Project in their groups.
a Encourage group membem to share with one another about a s:r?crifice ffiey've
had to make for the sake of fouowing Jesus and how it has proven worthwhile.
a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Being jpsi is;' disciple requires a clpar
commitment (Luke 9:57-62).
Ns

"Along the way, Jesus spelt out the cost of discipleship to three wo?ild-be disciples who
expressed their desire to follow him. He warned the First that, contrary to what many
might think, ?Jesus' way of life was rough (see Matt. 8:19-22). He endured rejection
and homelessness, and so would his followers (9i57-58). To the second, lesus said

that no other duty, even waiting to bury a deceased father, is as important and urgent
as the commitment to follow ?Jesus and preach the kingdom of God (9:59-60). aro
the third, Jesus replied that once a person has decided to follow Jcsus, there can be
no turning back from ltis service (9:61-62). In all three cases, Jesus' responses spoke
of absolute commitment to him. Christians today are still called to follow him with
single-minded devotion." 4
" lbe gospel includes Christ's call to follow after him, not just to believe certain truths
and do certain moral actions. Luke's record of some assorted interactions between Jesus

and potential followers shows that the call of the gospel does have a cost: it reveals our
values and our hearts (recall 2:35).lhe call of Christ lays bare whether we are devoted
to God's kingdom or whether we are split in our allegiance." s

-: a<Th. :o-, o:-a Being Jesus' disriplp requires a total
commitment (Luke 14:25-27).
"Hate his own here hyperbolically expresses the same principle found in
Matthew 1 0:31 where lesus says, ' The one who loves a father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me.' Both Luke and Matthew convey the same point. Disciples must
love Jesus more than they love their own family members." ('
"The call to 'hate' is not literal but rhetorical. Otherwise, Jesus' command to love
one's neighbor as oneself as a summation of what God desires makes no sense
(Luke 10:25-37). The call to hate simply means to 'love less' (Gen. 29:30-31;
Deut. 21:15-17; Judg. 14:16). The image is strong, but it is not a call to be insensitive
or to leave all feeling behind . . . Following Jesus is to be the disciple's 'first love.' This
pursuit is to have priority over any family member and one's own life, which means
that otkser concerns are to take second place to following Jesus (Luke 8:19-21; 9:59-62;
}2:4,49-53; 16:13). Matthew }O:37-39, Luke 9:24, and John 12:25 make a similar point,
though Matthew speaks of loving family more, rather than hating, thereby softening
the remark's emotive force." 7
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- a Beinglpeuq'disciplerequiresacostly
commitmentt (Luke 14:28-35).
J

' "The Gospel somewhere says that a person who begins to build a tower but stops
with the foundations and never completes it is ridiculous. What do we learn from
this parable? We learn that we should work to bring every aspiration to a conclusion,
completing the work of God by an elaborate building up of his commandments. One

stone does not make a complete tower, nor does one commandment bring the perEection
of the soul to its desired measure. It is necessary to both erect the foundation and, as the
apostle says, 'to lay upon it a foundation of gold and precious stones.' That is what the
products of the commandments are called by the prophet when he says, 'I have loved
your commandment more than gold and much precious stone.' " 8

'Two parabolic illustraiioiis involving building (vv. 28-30) and going to war (vv. 31-32)
both warn against making a hasty decision to follow Jesus. Potential disciples must first
count the cost to see if they will persevere in the faith (cf 8:15; 21:19) .. . ifsalt has
lost its taste. Most salt came from the Dead Sea and contai ned impurities (carnallite
and gypsum). If not processed properly, it would have a poor taste and would be worse
than useless, being unusable for food and creating a disposal problem. If the conditions
of discipleship (vv. 26-27,33) are not kept, the disciples likewise will become less than
worthless (cf. Rev. 3:15-17)." ')

"Parables recorded only in Luke form the heart of this section. Jesus emphasizes that
the cost of disciplesliip is high; those who desire to enter the kiiigdom ought to reflect
deeply on the sacrifice that is necessary in order to do so (v. 27) . . . Only those who have
committed themselves to Christ and who have persevered over the long term are truly
saved. Here the text does call for giving up all. Genuine believers give up ownership and
control of their lives and possessions and instead become God's stemrd of these. Christ

must be set above everyone and everything in a person's life. Nothing less will do. While
the cost of following Christ is high (vv. 28-30), the cost of not following Him is higher
still (vv. 31-32)." 'o
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Unit23, Session 3

Jesus Teaches

About Prayer
Summary and Goal
How easy it is to forget that Jesus has made a way for us to sit at His feet in intimate

fellowship with the Triune God in prayer. lesus took the time to oudine exacdy what
prayer is and how we ought to pray, giving us a model of prayer that we can adapt for
ourselves. -Through prayer, we are able to speak to our Father in heaven because of
the Holy Spirit's and Jesus the Son's mediating work. We pray to ask Him for what
we need and long for, yes, but we also pray to commune with Him. In this session,
we'll discuss how Jesus taright us to pray and we'll reflect on the amazing gift of
communication that prayer is for the saints.

Session Outline

1. Pray with dependence on God (Luke ll:l-[i).
2. I)ray with faith in God (Luke 11:9-13).
3. Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8).
Backgrounrl Pmsages: Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-8
Session in a Sentence

Jesus taught His disciples to pray with faith, persistence, and dependence on God.
Christ ronnprtion

Jesus taught us to pray with dependence on God, recognizing our physical and
spiritual needs that only He can supply; with faith in God, knowing He is our
good and loving Father; and with persistence to God, remembering He is just. It is
through the death and resurrection of Jesus that we have access to the Father so that
we can pray iii faith.
Missional AppLication
Because we have access to the Father through Christ, we pray earnestly for the
salvation of those around us as we share the gospe} witl'i them.
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Date of My Bible Study:
@ 2020 LifeWay Christian Reso*yces

Group Time

GROtJP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction
EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 66) to make the comparison between a toddler's language
development and our growth in learning how to pray.
It's amazing to watch a toddler's explosion of language. He goes from aimless,
haphazard babbling to a few simple words to full-on sentences seemingly overnight.
From "Ball" to "My ball" to "I want that ball" to "I want that ball, please." From
wordless crying to very articulate demands. From limited communication skills to
holding entire conversations. Just like that, she begins to take part in the day-to-day
comn'iunication that we so often take for granted.
Learning to pray is like that.
INTERAC T. Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some ways growing in prayer is like growing in communication
as a child ? (sometimes we don't know what to say or how to say it; the
more we grovv as Christians, the more comfortable we should be going to
God in prayer; we learn about prayer from listening to others, especially
Jesus, and practicing; prayer is like communication with parents who
want us to learn and grow and be able to communicate better)

SAY: We humans start out with a limited vocabulary when it comes to entering into conversation with God as
Christians. We don't know much about God at first, but as we read His Word and are indwelt b)r the Holy Spirit,
we begin to understand and grow more and more. Thankfully, we don't have to learn to pray in a vacuum.
SUMMARIZE: How easy it is to forget that J esus has made a way for ?is to sit at His feet in intimate fellowship
with the Triune God in prayer. Jesus took the time to outline exacdy what prayer is and how we ought to pray,
giving us a model of prayer that we can adapt for ourselves. Through prayer, we are able to speak to our Father
in heaven because of the Holy Spirit's and Jesus the Son's mediating work. We pray to ask Him for what we need
and long for, yes, but we also pray to commune with Him. In this session, well discuss how Jes?is taught us to
pray and we'll reflect on the amazing gift of communication that prayer is for the saints.

l

For session-by-session training podcasts, pjease visit MinistryGrid. com/gospelproject.
For aMitiontd teaching options and otber resources, please visit GospelProject.com/aMitional-resources.
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a PraywithdependenceonGod(Lukell:1-4).
SAY: The human body is amazing. Every day, tells of thousands of breaths and heartbeats take place within it,
and unless we have some kind of medical condition, these and so many other bodily functions take place all on
their own because God made them to. lbe same thing should be said about us and prayer. We should pray by
nature because God mr:uie us for communion with Him, that we would depend on Him.
READ Luke ll:l-4 (DDG p. 67).
' Now lesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 And he
said to them, "When you pray, say:
"Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread,
4 and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And Iead us not into temptation."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 67) to note that Jesus first teachcs His disciples to recall
God's glory and holiness whenever we pray.
When lesus teaches His disciples how to pray, tl'ie first thing He tells them to do is to
recall God's glory and holiness, that He would be "hallowed." God's kingdom and
His will, which reflect His glory and holiness, are foremost on Jesus' mind, as they
sho?ild be foremost on au of ours. Without a firm belief in the fact that God's glory and
holiness matter, our prayers are for naught.
Jesus tells us to acknowledge the glory of God not because it is predicated upon our acknowledgment but
because our pra.yers rely wholly upon His glory. Just like our bodies need His craftsmanship to sustain us,
our prayers require His gloi7 to be effective: Before we ask God for a single thing, we need to be aware
that He is ajrea4 the giver of everything, His kingdom is coming, and His will wilj be done (Matt. 6:10).
We also are to acknowledge God's holiness. This acknowledgment is a reminder for us more than
anything else because God is never less than holy. When we come before Him, we are coming before the
One who is high above us, whose guiding hand has cr';xEted the world we live in since the dawn of time.
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Apprtcation: -rhe purposes of God's kingdom, the outworking of God's glory and holiness, remain sure
whether we pray for them or not. Praying this way serves as a reminder for us. We pause to remember that
God has a purpose for His creation and that we are part of His master plan. We pause to remind ourselves
to be submissive to whatever part He has given us. We pause to remind ourselves that God is sovereign
(I)s. 115:3). We pause to orient ourselves around God and to remind ourselves that our prayers are an
instrument in His hand for the glory of His kingdom, not ours.

Leader Guide
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INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@

Why should God's glory and holiness matter for our prayers? ?,l i -. .
glory should be the ultimate focus and expectation of all our prayers; our
requests in prayer should be consistent with God's holiness; we should
be praying to reflect God's holiness in our lives so God receives glory from
us and through us; we should come humbly in prayer before the most
glorious and holy God)

EXPLAIN: Reference the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 67) as you show how Jesus covers both our physical
and spiritual needs in the three simple requests of His model prayer: He instructed His followers to pray for
bread, forgiveness, and protection.
Jesus' model prayer teaches us that God is concerned with both our physical needs and
our spiritual needs through threc simple requests-for bread, for forgiveness, and for
protection. lesus here captures our physical and spiritual needs and reminds LIS to rely
on the God who sustains us in all of them. God cares intimately for each one of us in
every minuscule aspect of our daily lives, both the physical and spiritual, so of co?irse we
can depend on Him.
When we pray to God, we can pray for our daily bread because our daily bread is His concern. He cares
how we will be fed, how we will be clothed, and how we will survive from day to day (Matt. 6:19-34).
God takes great interest in our physical needs.
*

Jesus also taught us to pray for our deepest need: forgiveness of the sin that separates the unbeliever from
God and impedes the believer's fellowship with the Father in heaven. Furthermore, we should pray that
we would grow more and more like our forgiving God as we forgive the sins of others, because those who
have tieen forgiven much pass that forgiveness on to others.
Finally, Jcsus told us we should pray to God that He would protect us from temptation and keep us
from falling into sin and away from the faith. For our forgiveness, we are dependent upon God, that He
graciously accepts 'Jesus' sacrifice in place of our deserved p?iriishrnent. For our striving for holiness, we are
equally dependent upon God, that He would keep us from temptation, provide us with an escape from
temptation, and strengthen us and guide us by His Holy Spirit to avail ourselves of His help.

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.
What are some reasons we struggle with dependence on God? ,'=
pride; we don't trust Him to come through in the ways we think He should;
we don't pray and seek Him like we should; we don't think about God's
promised provision and so we live as if He doesn't care or even exist)
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:i" ra :' " Praywith faith in God (Luke 11:9-13).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:9-13 (DDG p. 68).
9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you wiu find; laiock, and it
will be opened to you. 'o For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who la'iocks it will be opened. '1 What father among you, if his son
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent, '2 or if he asks for an egg, wiu
give him a scorpion? " If you then, who are evil, know how to (ffive good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him! "

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 68) to stress that prayer, as we come to Him in faith, makes
us active participants in the plan of God rather than wide-eyed bystanders.
Prayer is not a passive activity brit an active
one. The language of seeking and knocking
implies action and initiative, not just wishful
thinking. Prayer, then, makes us active
participants in the plan that God has for us,
not just wide-eyed bystanders. But the act of
prayer also requires faith in our good God
to lcnow what is best for us, whether that is
what we ask for or not.

Voices from

Church History
"Prayer is a sincere, sensible,
affectionate pouring out
of the heart or soul to

God, through Christ, in the
strength and assistance
of the Holy Spirit, for
such things as God hath
promised, or according
to the word, for the
good of the church, with
submission, in faith to the

We live in a time when Christians must be wary of "name
will of God." '
it and claim it" preachers, and for good reason. These false
-John Bunyan (c. 1628-1688)
teachers proclaim that anything we ask for in prayer will be
given to us, thus treating prayer like a magic trick and God
like a genie. But we must know that sometimes the answer to even our most earnest prayers is "no," and
we must trust that our God knows better than we do whenever that "no" is uttered.

Just because God might say no does not mean we shouldn't ask. We ask boldly not because we can make
God do whatever we want but because He delights to show us His will through our prayers. He will
always give an answcr, even if it's not the answer that we want to hear. Because we trust Him, we know
that He will open the door to His good and gracious gifts, even if those gifts are not what we imagined
when we first asked.

When we shrink back from going before the throne of God in prayer, we rob ourselves of participating in
God's glorious plan of providing for us and beholdiiig His glorious provision. We are sitting in the back
row mindlessly scrolling through our phones when we have been o'EEered a front-row seat to observe and
participate iii the greatness of our God. Our prayers play an active role in helping us view God as the giver
of all good gifts. We need to take advantage of this beautiful opportunity to obey Him.
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INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@How has God.answered your prayers? whether in ways you asked or in

waysevenbetterthanyou imagined? ? -= :, 'E{'-.: 3. ,: 1 :a::..'. q .:? : ::.
your own to jump-start the conversation)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 68) to show that Jesus' teaching on prayer is an
encouragement to see God as Father and Sustainer, who also gives us the Holy Spirit.
When lesus taught His disciples to pray, He taugl"it them to address God as Father.
aThis was not an afterthought but an encouragement to see God as 3ust that: Father and
Sustainer. Contrary to some fathers on earth who ignore and abuse their children, Jesus
paints a picture of God as a good and loving Father who delights to give us good things.
The supreme gift He gives is Himself through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

a Not all of us have loving earthly fathers. Sadly, some of us can imagine a dad who would give his son a
snake instead of a fish, or a scorpion instead of an egg; this type of man is a grievous aberration. But even
good fathers who aim to do right by their children are evil in comparison with the goodness of God. So
if good fathers who are tainted by sin still show love to their children, how much more so the God of the
universe-our Father in heaven, who sent His only-begotten Son to die on the cross for our salvation!
a Here Jesus also hints that we should pray for a specific gift: the Holy Spirit. We do not always know
what we should pray for. But the Third Person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, who knows the very mind
ofGod (1 Cor. 2:10-11), will intercede for us (Rom. 8:26). He has been promised to us by Jesus Christ
(John 14:16-17). Through asking and praying with the Holy Spirit's leading, our prayers begin to align
more and more with God's will, transforming us more and more to the likeness of His Son.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 68).
Prayer and Providence: The Bible teaches that although God has a plan for
thisworldthatHepromisestofulfill,prayerisoftenthe . ,Godusesto
accomplish His divine purpose. In this sense, it is true that "prayer

.:

things," and it is also true that God uses prayer to change our ? - so that
our will comes into conformity with His.

Essential Doctrine a'Prayer and Providence"i If God is in control arid already knows the future, why pray?
The Bible teaches that although God has a plan for this world that He promises to fulfill, prayer is often the
means God uses to accotnplish His divine purpose. Even though God knows the end result, t}ie means that
lead to that end result will be accomplished through prayer. In this sense, it is true that "prayer changes things,"
and it is also true that God uses prayer to d'iange our hearts so that our will comes into conformity with His.
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o -io a PraywithpersistencetoGod(Luke18:1-8).
READ Luke 18:l-8 (DDG p. 69).
' And he tokl them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not
}ose heart. 2 He said, 'In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
respeaed man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and
saying, 'Give me justice against my adversary.' 4 For a while he refused, but afterward
he said to himself, ' Though I neither fear God nor respect man, s yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down

by her continual coming.' " 6 And d'ie Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge
says. ' And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?
Will he delay Iong over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 69) to help set the context for Jesus' parable about a widow
and an unjust judge.
Jesus told a parable about a very familiar figure in Scripture: the widow. His overall
point with this story was not about caring for widows and orphans, people who were
vulnerable on the edges of society, but how Jesus frames this parable is important.
Notice that the judge is not the hero of the story. Instead, the praiseworthy and
victorio?is character is the widow, who persistently approaches the judge to find justice
for herself against her adversary.
The widow was an unlikely hero for Jesus' parable. " The loss of a husband in ancient Israel was normally
a social and economic tragedy. In a generally patriarchal culture, the death of a husband usually meant
a type of cultural death as weu. Although the denotation of widow referred to a woman whose husband
had died, because of the social context the word quickly acquired the connotation of a person living a
marginal existence in extreme poverty . . . Her crisis was aggravated if she had no able-bodied children
to help her work the land of her dead spouse. To provide for her children, to maintain the estate, and
to continue payments on debts accrued by her husband imposed severe burdens. Since she was in an
extremely vulnerable economic position, she became the prime target of exploitation. The fact that
she was classed with the landless stranger and Levite indicates that she was often unable to keep her
husband's land." 2

Leader Guide
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The Bible is full of instructions to care For the widow and the orphan, the unprotected and undervalued
members of society (see Deut- lO:l8i 14:29; Jas. 1:27). Clearly God cares about the poor and is concerned
about temporal-societal justice (Amos 5:24, Isa. 1), and He expected His judges to care for these things
too (Lev. 19:15; Deut. 27:19). This judge, however, ignored his duty to protect the widow against her
adversary. He admitted to himself that l) he didn't fear God arid 2) he didn't respect people (implying
that he should do both). He didn't care about justice but gave justice only beca?ise he was pestered into it.
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Application: Having fear for the Lord and respect for people are necessary to care about justice and should
compel one to seek justice. ThereEore, the Christian should consider mys to be involved in bringing justice.
INTERAC T Ask group members the following question.

@

Why should Christians be concerned with justice in the world ? '- = .=. .. ?"God is concerned with justice; so our proclamation of the gospel is
backed up by our pursuit of justice and not hindered by an inconsistent
witness; so the systems of the world fulfill their God-given mandate
to promote what is good and keep evil in check; because we love our
brothers and sisters in Christ both at home and around the world)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 69) to note how God's character contrasts with that of
the unrighteous judge in the parable: God really does stand ready and wiljing to help us.
The widow receives justice because of her persistent pleas, not because of the judg?e's
character or compassion for the woman. And this is where we get the main point of the
parable. More than justice for widows, lesus was teaching us something about the God
we serve. Jesus compared this unrighteous judge to His Father in heaven, the ultimate
righteous Judg,e, and the contrast was sharp. If the unjust judge gave justice because of
the woman's persistence, then how much more will we receive justice in response to our
prayers because our Judge stands ready and uiilling to help us! So be persistent in prayer.
*

God is not waiting to be convinced to help us. He is the Lord, our just Judge, and He cares about His
children. Our persistence in prayer, then, is not something that controls the outcome-God is already
poised to help. Rather, our persistence continually puts our hearts in a posture of prayerful waiting. It
helps us to continually sit at the throne of grace, ready for the God who will act when it is time.

Application: Our utter reliance on God to supply our needs is one of the ways that we can glorify Him, and
prayer increases that reliance as we learn to use the practice in obedience to Him. Prayer is not a tool to twist
God's arm or to make Him move the way we want Him to. God's timing is swift by His standards, even if it
is not swift by our own. Persistent prayer, then, honors God as our loving Father as we continue to go to Him
in prayer and it moves our hearts closer to His will, not His will closer to our whims.

INSTRUC T: Ask group members to use the scale in their DDG (p. 69) to consider the heakh of their own
prayer lives.
How would you assess the health of your own prayer life?
O-?
Non-Existent

Persistent and Faithful
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: When it comes to undoing our wrong assumptions about prayer, the best thing we can possitly do
is read Jesus' words on the matter. He is living prooE that we have a Father who cares for us so much that He sent
His only Son to die for us. He is proof that even the answer to God's beloved Son while He was on earth could
be a loving "no" (Matt. 26:39-46). He is proof that the persistent cries of God's people throughout millennia were
not in vain because He is the Promised One. Let lesus teach you how to pray.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 70), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because we have access to the Father
$

through Christ, we pray earnestly for the
salvation of those around us as we share the

a' Voices from
the Church

gospel with them.

"When we pray 'Our Father,'
we remind ourselves of his

What are some ways you need to
pray for forgiveness of your sins,
knowing the Father stands ready
to forgive because ofJesus?
How can your group/church be
praying for your commun ity with
persistence and faith?

closeness, his wisdom, his
patience, and his care. Time
doesn't allow us to discuss

the limitless applications
of this truth. But just know
this: God calLs us first
and foremost to embrace

our relationship with him
as Father;' 3
-John Onwuchekwa

Who will you be praying for to
hear and bel;eve die gospel?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, we pray that Your name be honored on earth as it is in heaven as we see Your
kingdom come to pass in the ministry of lesus and the mission of His church. Help us to see more clearly
Your generous heart toward us so that we might more earnestly ask, seek, and knock. By Your good gift of the
Holy Spirit, work in our hearts to pray earnesdy that those around us might come to experience salvation in
Christ. Amen.

PACK ITEM 9: WELCOMED: Cut out these bookmarks and pass them out to group members to remind
them of the gracious privilege that we sinners get to enjoy in praying to our Father in the name of lesus in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
INSTRuC T. As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DDG (pp. 71-73), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 74) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Througliout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. l'he Daily Study devotions in the
DDG (pp. 71-73) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for themselves.
Encourage One Another (p. 74) will help group members and families fellowship with one
another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 71-73) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or o'EFer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
Share the following idea from the devotion for - ? . as a part of point 1 in the
session: Even in the midst of His lo% heavenly kingdom, our soveresgn God
is concerned with forgiving us of our sins and growing us in His likeness as we
forgive others.

[H

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
* -: a , ' ..- : "We may not ahvays like the answer that God gives us, but because of
His love for us, we can always trust whatever His answet might be."
* I ? . - ]? " Thmugh pr:r?yer, we are not convinang God to do the right thing; we are
reminding ourselves to endea.vot to understand and appteciate the will of God."

[3

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 74) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using I'be Gospel 1)roject in their groups.
@ Encourage group members to diallenge one another to choose at least one
request to pray persistently about on another person's behalf.
See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
=- PraywithdependenceonGod(Luke11:1-4).
"Father is Pater in Greek and Abba'in Aramaic (Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15-16; Gal.

4:6-7; see Matt. 6:9). Hallowed be your name is a request that God 's rame would be
honored and treated with reverence. His name includes his reputation and all that is
said about him. Your kingdom come has a twofold emphasis: (l) it is first a ptayer that
God's rule and reign would continually advance in people's hearts and lives until the
day Jesus returns and brings the kingdom in perfect fullness (see Matt. 6:10); (2) thus
it also refers to the future consummation of the kingdom already realized iii part by
Jesus' coming (I,uke 11:20) . . . Daily bread includes all of the believer's physical needs,
which the Lord supplies not once-for-all but day-by-day. Forgive us our sins refers
not to initial salvation but to the continual confession of sins (cf. 1 John 1:9) needed
to maintain oiie's relationship with God (see Matt. 6:12). for we ourselves. Asking
God's forgiveness requires forgiving ot?hers. 'Sins' and indebted to us are synonyms

(cf. Luke 7:41-43,47-49). lead us not into temptation . . . lbe use of the second person
plural ('us') throughout emphasizes that the petitions of ' The Disciples' Prayer' are not
primarily for the individual but for the entire community of believers." '
"To complete the prayer which was so well arranged, Christ added that we should pray
not only that our sins be forgiven but also that we should completely shun them. 'Lead
us not into temptation,' that is, do not allow us to be Ied by the tempter. God forbid
that our Lord should seem to be the tempter, as if he were not aware of one's faith or
were eager to upset it! l'hat weakness and spitefulness belongs to the devil. Even in tl'ie
case of Abraham, God ordered the sacrifice of his son [Isaac,] not to tempt his faith
but to prove it. He did this to set an example for his commandment that he was later
to teach that no one should hold his loved ones dearer than God. Christ himself was

tempted by the devil arid pointed out the subtle director of the ten'iptation. He confirms
this passage by his vvords to his apostles later when he says, 'Pray that you may not enter
into temptation' [Mark 14:38]. They were tempted to desert their Lord because they had
indulged in sleep instead of prayer. The phrase that balances and interprets 'lead us not
into temptation' is 'but deliver us from evil.' " '

Point 2 : Pray with faith in God (Luke 11:9-13).
'Jesus' model prayer emphasizes simplicity in approaching God as our loving and
providing Father. This is bumessed by a series of encouraging images of God's heart
towards us. If we ask and seek and knock we will receive gifts from our Father, based
not on our goodness or &ort but on his nature as a Ioving Father. lbis revelation of
who God is for us in Christ is a warm invitation to cast our cares on him (1 Pet. 5:7),

seekirug him wit}i conFxdence, not fear (Heb. 4:16). 'Ihe God-honoring response to this
revelation is worship and rejoicing in his gift." ('
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"Will g;ive the Holy Spirit. The parallel in Matthew 7:11 ('good gifts') probably is
closer to Jesus' exact words, but Luke's theological emphasis is revealed here. aThe good
gift par excellence that God can give his children was for Luke clearly the Holy Spirit,
who brings with him a partial realization of God's kingdom (Luke l l:2; cE Acts 2:17)
.. . Luke's readers, living in the post-Pentecost situation, would readily have understood
the gift of the Spirit. For an unbeliever it would have involved the Spirit's coming in
the experience of salvation (Acts 2:38; 11:15-18), and for Christians it would involve
experiences such as are found in Acts 4:8-13,31; 6:3-5,8-10; 7:54-60." 7

- .3PraywithpersistencetoGod(Luke18:1-8).
"lesus' stories were brief in length and full of meaning. In the story of the persistent
widow, the judge did not fear God or care about people. lesus' point was not to use the
judge as a picture of God. Instead, he was pointing out that even an uncaring, ?injust
human could be persuaded through persistence. How much more does a caring God
who loves us listen to our prayers? He values our constant prayers as proof that we desire
an answer arid coxitinue to trust . . . As the widow came repeatedly to the judge, let us go
frequently to God and persevere." 8
"Though the judge was unprincipled and unwilling to grant the widovv's request
(perhaps he was waiting for the widow to ofFer a bribe), he cventually cavcd in and
granted her justice because she was persistent and he knew she would soon wear him
out. Jesus intends to make a contrast between the unjust judge and God. Unlike the
unjust judge, God will not only grant justice to his children who are praying consistendy
but wi 11 act swiftly in doing so. -n'ie last part of versc 8 rcFcrs to the fact that at the time
just before Christ's second coming, genuine faith will be rare on earth (Matt. 24:12-13)." "

If an unrighteous judge who fears no one is eventually moved by persistent pleading, how
much more does a righteous God, moved by compassion, goodness, mercy, and faith, hear
the prayers of his people who pray night and day (v. 6)? Contrary to the liun'ian judge's
slowness, God gives justice 'suiiJtly' (v. 8; emphasis added). Do not grow we;u'y in prayer,
because there is a good God listening who does not fear man and will respond out of his
goodness to provide for his people. That is the point the Lord wants his disciples to hear. If
we come to him in prayer seekiiig him in faith, then he will reward us with the justice we
seek . . . Justice comes most surely by falling on our knees with o?ir heads bowed." 'o
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Jesus Teaches
About Treasure
Summary and Goal
In this session, we will discuss Jesus' teaching on treasure. Jesus' ideas about treasure
extend far beyond the monetary. lesus is a treasure far more precious than silver or
gold, and that fact enables us to be generous with o?ir tangible treasures. (?ur God is
able to provide for every single one of our needs, and that fact helps us to trust Him
instead of the amount of money we have. 11"ie kingdom of God is bursting at the
seams with blessings for those who belong to Jesus, which in turn should embolden
us to hold our earthly treasures with loose fingers instead of greedy, clasping
hands. In short, our ideas of treasure change drastically when Jesus becomes our
ideal treasure.

Session Outline
1. Be rich toward God (Luke 12:15-21).

2. Trust in God's faithful provision (Luke 12:22-28).
3. Seek God's kingdom first (Luke 12:31-34).
Background Passage: Luke 12:13-34
Session in a Sentence

Jesus warned His disciples about hoarding treasure instead of living generously with
whatever God gives.
Christ Connection

When Jesus taught His disciples about money and possessions, He warned about
hoarding treasure instead of living with generosity. Jesus left His place of splendor
with the Father and lived on earth witho?it wealth so that He could complete the
work the Father had given Hin'i to do: establish the kingdom.
Missional Application
Because Jesus is our greatest treasure, we live with generosity, misting in
God's provision of our needs, as we seek to steward well the resources God has
entrusted to us.

go
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Group Time

GROuP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction
E)G"LAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 75) to provide a brief description of the character Ebenezer

Scrooge from Charles Dickens's A Chrismas Carol, noting how the story speaks to greed and its consequences.
Ebenezer Scrooge is the main character in Charles Dickens's A Christmas Cmol. l'he
misedy old man can't even be moved to generosity on Christmas Day, a time of year
when even the greediest penny-pinchers have been known to share a bit more than
usual. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by three ghosts: the Ghost of Christmas
Past, the Ghost of Christmas Present, and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.

These three ghosts uncover the past root of Scrooge's greed, the far-reaching present
results of that greed, and the dire future consequences of his greed. Through this
experience, Scrooge learns his lesson, has a change of heart, and becomes an example of
joyful giving.
INTERAC T'. Ask group members the followi ng question.

@

Why is money such an effective snare for people's hearts? : . l:.. : ? i-:?.i
means by which to compare ourselves to others; because of our sinful
nature, we struggle with jealousy and envy of others; money provides
us with an opportunity to fee( self-sufficient; having money can draw
people's attention to us; we don't keep money in eternal perspective)

SAY: lesus does not lull His disciples to sleep and send them cautionary dreams about the dangers of greed.
Instead, He tells them outright to examine their ideas about treasure. Our eternal rest depends whouy upon God
having sent His treasured Son to die on the cross so that we might turn from our idols of silver and gold and
cling to Him alone for comfort, provision, and blessing.
SuMMARIZE: In this session, we will discuss Jesus' teaching on treasure. Jesus' ideas about treasure extend
far beyond the monetary. Jesus is a treasure far more precious than silver or gold, and that fact enables us to be
generous with our tangible treasures. Our God is able to provide for every single one of our needs, and that fact
helps us to trust Him instead of the amount of money we have. The kingdom of God is bursting at the seams
with blessings for those who belong to lesus, which in turn should embolden us to hold our earthly treasures
with loose fingers instead of greedy, clasping hands. In short, our ideas of treasure change drastically when lesus
becomes our ideal treasure.

l
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-= a - Be rich toward God (Luke 12:15-21).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 12:15-21 (DDG p. 76).

'5 And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness,
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessSons." '6 And he told
them a parable, saying, " The land of a rich man produced plentifully, '7 and he
thought to himself, ' What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?" 8 And
he said, I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there
I will store all my grain and my goods. '9 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many yearsi relax, eat, drink, be merry." ' 2o But God
said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?' 2' So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is
not rich toward God."

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 76) to explain how t}ie r3ospel affirms that our worth is
not determined by what we do or what we have. What matters is our relationship to God through the free gift
of His SoiI.

"What's he worth?" Most of us understand this question concerns a person's monetary
status, but how many of us stop to think about what the question implies? Before lesus
launched into a parable about a rich man, He told his listeners not to measure their
worth by the abundance of their possessions because our worth is not determined
by what we do or what we have. Our earnings, either spiritual or physical, will never
amount to the priceless love that God free0 gives us through faith in His Son.
It's easy to say and claim to believe that money doesn't make the man, but truth be told, most of our
happy endings revolve around people having a lot of it. Many stories and fairy tales begin with the
juxtaposition of royalty and poverty, purporting to show us that it's what is on the inside that counts.
But we would be remiss if we didn't also underscore the fact that, by the end of the story, everyone is
usually rich. Such is the worMly culture we live in, where abundant riches serve as a chief marker of a
persons status.

92
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According to the gospel, however, we cannot work our way into heaven, and we cannot save enough to
buy our way into heaven. In and of ourselves, we will always be weighed and found wanting. This is the
status we all have because of sin. We cannot earn the favor that is required to become sons and daughters
cif the Most High God. The God who owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps. 50:10) is not impressed
by our temporal weakh and circumstances. Heaven cannot be earned; it comes with God's free gift of
salvation tl'irougii faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 76) to show how the rich man in lesus' story has a lot in
common with many people today, both in terms of his pursuit of earthly goods and the end of
accumulating them.
Jesus told the story of a rich man who has
a lot in common with many people today.
Already having more than enough, he
reasoned bigger is better. He stockpiled
his (,,oods and told himself that he'd never
have to work again. His only job would
be to eat, drink, and be merry. What a

" Voices from
Church History
"This should be the careful
consideration of wise

people, that since the
days of this life are short
and the time uncertain,

life! But then God told him he would die

death should never be

that very night. It's a morbid story, b?it it
hits on a truth we all instinctively know:
you can't take it with you.

who are to die. Those who

unexpected for those

know that they are mortal
should not come to an

unprepared end." '
-Leo the Great (c. 400-461)

*

@

*

We could be like the ancient Egyptiaiis pharaohs, buried
along with every single treasure we own, and we still wouldn't
be able to cart those treasures to heaven or to hell. They would sit there with no place to go as our souls
left this earth the same way they entered it-with nothing in tow.
Jesus wasn't using this parable to tell His followers not to have treasure. It was because of a rich man
named ?Joseph of Arimathea that Jesus was able to be buried according to Scripture (Matt. 27:57-60;
see Isa. 53:9). A woman prepared Jesus for burial by anointing Him with a very expensive oil (Matt. 26:7).
lesus' response to this pouring of oil was not the same as His disciples', who derided the won'ian for not
giving her money to the poor (Matt. 26:8-9). Instead, He affirmed her for giving her very best for Him
while He was with them (Matt. 26:10-13). He did not scold her for having expensive oil because having
nice things is not the issue.
Nice things become an issue when we hoard them for ourselves and our glory instead of using them to
advance God's glory and His kingdom. In the hands of the God who blessed us with them, our treasures
can be mighty tools for His kingdom. When used for our own selfish gain, they can be an affront to the
God we are called to serve. The man in the parable looked only to his life in the here and now; he ignored
the eternal realities impacted by our motivations and actions in this life.

INTERAC T: Ask group men'ibers the following question.

l

WhatwillitlookliketoberichtowardGod? ' .-: .. ',,.: ' :..::' F s'i acting as God's stewards of all our money and possessions; looking for
ways to honor God with our finances; looking for ways to bless and help
others in their struggles through life: obeying God with how we spend our
money; keeping our money and possessions in the proper perspective
given the certainty of death and eternity)
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-= .TrustinGod'sfaithfulprovision
(Luke 12:22-28).
READ Luke 12:22-28 (DDG P. 77).
12 And he said to his disciples, " Therefore I tell you, do not be amious about your
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much
more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a
smg)e hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that,
why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, wmch is alive in the field today, and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 77) to show how lesus' mrds here echo His teachings
elsewhere on prayer. Note what our worry says about ourse'ves and what sve trust in.
Jesus' vvords in this p:assage echo His teachings on prayer: 'We do not have to worry
that God is gomg to forget us; He already cares for us. Worry is an easy sin for us
to fall into. It creeps in without being invited, stealing into our work and needling us
about whether or not we will be able to &ord our daily bread. When we worry about
the things of this earth, we betray hearts and minds that are centered not on the eternal
provision of our loving Father but on our own efforts, which are entirely secondary.
In the previous session, we talked about the place of prayer in our lives. Prayer is not a method to twist
God's arm and convince Him to do right by us; He is already poised to do right by His children. Instead,
we pray in faith to express our needs to a Father who delights in hearing the cries of our hearts and in
fulfilling our needs.
lesus referred to the ravens because the fact that God cares so tenderly for creatures who don't know how
to worry shows that our worry adds absolutely nothing to His provision for us and actuauy works against
the cukivation of our faith in Him.

This is not an invitation for us to flock to a commune where all we do is sit in a field unfettered by any
responsibility. As image-bearers of God, we have a responsibility to work and resist laziness (Gen. 1-2;
Prov. 6:6-11; 2 Thess. 3:10). Yet Jesus in this passage ren'iiruls us that our work is not what actua%
provides for us, though it is commanded of us and a means by which God provides for us. It is God who
gives us work to do, and God who gives us provision through that work. It is God who sustains us in ways
far beyond our material needs even as He cares for our material needs.
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INTERAC T'. Ask group members the following question.

@

What are some things we are prone to vvorry about? , :. . ' l?-?..-. , .-'. ' .
for our families; having adequate, even trendy, clothing; automobile
maintenance; making the mortgage payment; that our children make
wise choices; events on the national and world stage; violence in our
community and country and how it may impact our families)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 77) to highlight Jesus' main insight in pointing to
wildflowers in His teaching about worry: God caxes for fragile flowers without eternal souls, so how much
more does He care for His children!

Jesus, as the Son of God, was intricately involved in the creation of our bodies, so He,
better than anyone, knows that worry does not add a single day to our lives. Ill &ct, all
worry does is detract from our lives and our ability to worship our Creator. To make
this point, lesus pointed to the lilies of the field, which don't have the capacity either for
work or worry, and yet, they are completely taken care of. God cares for fragile flowers
without eternal souls, so how much more does He care for His children!

*

@

*

King Solomon, whom Jesus referenced in comparison with wildflowers, was an extremely wealthy man.
Having humbly asked the Lord for wisdom to lead God's people, the Lord granted Solomon wisdom and
the blessing of riches (i Kings 3:11-13). He did not lack for much, in part because he had the common
sense to steward his resources well. Yet even Solomon, who had very little to worry about materially, was
not arrayed as gloriously as the flowers of the field are.
Our heavenly Father knows that our needs are not just material, and even more deeply spiritual. Our
physical bodies are not much more durable than the lilies of the field, but nonetheless, we are worth
exponentially more than them to our Father. So whether we are as rich as Solomon, poor and destitute, or
anywhere in between, our God will supply all of our needs because He cares for His children (Phil. 4:19).
We know that money is not a safeguard against worry. Americans live in one of the weakhiest nations in
the world, and yet, we tend to be consumed by worry. In fact, the more money we have, the n'iore worried
we are about how we're going to keep hold of it.

SAY: The only solution to worry is faith in our heavenly Father, who loves and takes care of His children. He
cares for the birds and the flowers, and you are worth so much more to Him than they are. So recall His always
faithful provision in your life and look to Him in faith for your future provision as well.

INTERAC 1': Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways God has provided for you that can help you
resist the temptation to vvorry about your present circumstances? l,?r?::.
prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation)

Unit 23, Session 4
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Seek God's kingdom first (Luke 12:31-34).

READ Luke 12:31-34 (DDG p. 78).
31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 Fear not,

litde Hock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no tief approaches
and no moth destroys. 3' 4 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 78) to comment on the truth that God's provision extends
beyond our earthly needs-He promises that in Jesus our eternal well-being will always be secure.
God's provision for us extends far beyond our daily bread. 'I'he eternal provision that
God has made for us through the person and work of His Son does not negate our
temporal needs but is far more important than our temporal needs. We have a God who
cares deeply for the well-being of our mortal bodies, but He does not promise us ease
on this earth. In fact, as we learned when speaking about the cost of discipleship, Jesus
ptomised His followers the exact opposite. He does promise to care for our physical
needs, but even more so, He promises that our eternal well-being will always be secure.
Illustration.' George Mueller was a Christian who directed an orphanage in England during the 1800s. There
are many tales of faith that follow Mueller's journey as caretaker for these children, but one stands out:
" ' a'I'he children are dressed and ready for school. But there is no food for them to eat,' the housemother

of the orphanage informed George Mueller. George asked her to take the 300 children into the dining
room and have them sit at the tables. He thanked God for the food and waited. George knew God
would provide food for the children as he always did. Within minutes, a baker knocked on the door. 'Mr.
Mueller,' he said, 'last night I could not sleep. Somehow I knew that you would need bread this morning.
I got up and baked three batches for you. I will bring it in.' Soon, there was another knock at the door.
It was the milkman. His cart had broken down in front of the orphanage. The milk would spoil by the
time the wheel was fixed. He asked George if he could use some free milk. George smiled as the milkman
brought in ten large cans of mil k. It was just enough for the 300 thirsty children." 2
This story of God's gracious blessing is one that beautifully illustrates God's care and provision for His
children. But even though God can work in our lives the way he worked in Mueller's, He doesn't always
choose to. Some mornings we might pray for food that isn't there, and it may not come. Some days we
may have faith that the milkman will arrive just in time, and he might be late, at least by our standards.
And yet, we can still trust that God is good and that He provides for our needs, even when we have
hungry bellies and parched throats.
INTERAC "F; Ask group members the following question.
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HowarewetoseekGod'skingdom? .: o,= =':, :-=.' -')':"F '?,'?':-? s i' ,.
come; we obey the commands of our Savior and King, Jesus; we seek
justice on earth in the name of Christ; we proclaim the gospel so people
can hear about Jesus and believe in Him for their salvation; we repent of
our sin; we gather with and build up the church)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 78) to descr;be why our dearest treasure should not be
something that can be destroyed but only something no one can take away-the treasure of the Lord Himself.
Jesus said our greatest treasure isn't something we can hold in our hands; rather, our
greatest treasure is found in heaven. The things we can hold can always be lost, stolen,
or destroyed. We can drop them, nick them, scratch them, and have to sell them.
Therefore, our dearest treasure should be something that nothing can destroy and that
no one can take away. 'Ihis litmus test should revolutionize the way that we understand
our treasures because the Lord alone should be our greatest treasure.
*

lesus declared that our heart will be where our treasure is, and He has also told us exactly where our
hearts should be: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength" (Mark 12:30). We should love the Lord our God with all of. ..
-our hemts, leaving no spare room for the material things of this world;
-our souls, giving complete ownership of ourselves and our possessions to Him;
-our minds, dwelling on things above and not the mundane worries of this earth;
-our strength, toiling for things eternal and not for things that are temporal.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 78).
Stewardship: We are to invest the ? , - . , and material possessions God
has given us for His kingdom work, knowing that God is the true ?- of all we
have, and that our true treasure is found not on earth but in heaven. Motivated

by God's generosity to us made most clear in the

, we are to give God the

best of what we have, regularly, sacrificially, humbly, and cheerfully, praying that
God may be

in our stewardship of His provisions.

Essential Doctrine "Stewardship": God's intention for humankind is that we serve Him as faithful
stewards of His creation (Gen. 1:28; 1 Cor. 4:1-2). We are to invest the time, talents, and material

possessions God has given us for His kingdom work (Matt. 25:14-29), knowing that God is the true owner
of all we have, and that our true treasure is found not on earth but in heaven (Matt. 6:19,21; Luke 12:16-21).

Motivated by God% generosity to us made most clear i n the gospel, we are to give God the best of what we
have (Prov. 3:9), regularly (1 Cor. 16:2), sacrificially (Matt. 12:41-44), humbly (Matt. 6:1-4), and cheerfully
(2 Cor. 9:6-7), praying that God may be glorified in our stewardship of His provisions.
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: lesus teaches us that our notion of treasure is usually too narrow. Treasure is not just pirate's booty
and monetary wealth; it is not just earthly. Treasure can also be characterized as heavenly. Heavenly treasure is
of far greater importance than its earthly counterparts, and it is because of this heavenly treasure that we can
be generous with our earthly treasure. God gives us our earthly resources from His place of abundance, so we
needn't fear, even when we face earthly lack. Because God is the giver of each and every good earthly gif't we
possess, we can hold those gifts in loose hands as faithful stewards to give as God calls us to. This was Jesus'
intent with His teaching on treasure: to Free us from the bonds of greed. l'he God revealed to us in Jesus is alone
worthy of being our true treasure.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 79), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because Jesus is o?ir greatest treasure, we live
with generosity, trusting in God's provision
of our needs, as we seek to steward well the
resources God has entrusted to us.

HOW will you honor God, the
giver of all good gifts, especially
salvation by faith in lesus Christ?

How might your group need to
hold possessions loosely for the
sake of the kingdom of God on
display in your churcb?
What are some ways you
can live with Jesus as your
greatest treasure to help you
communicate the gospel

Voices from
the Church
"God's continual provision
is always before our eyes.
It's His common grace
that keeps the sun rising
and the earth turning. It's
God's good providence
that keeps His creatures
fed and clothed. Indeed,
it is His grace that runs
before us and behind us,
keeping us secure in a way
our own worrying, striving,
and scheming could
never achieve." 3
-Rebecca Faires

to unbelievers?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Our Triune God, fellowship with You in and through lesus, the incarnate Son, is
the greatest treasure we creatures can enjoy. By the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, help us to see the
surpassing worth of the inheritance we have as the Father's adopted children in Christ. Glorify Yourself in the
way we rightly and wisely utilize the resources You have provided for the sake of the kingdom. Amcn.
INSTRUC T'. As your gro?ip departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions iii their DDG (pp. 80-82), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 83) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas Lielow to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. lhe Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 80-82) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 83) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 80-82) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
availaLile to give to guests who may need one, or offer [0 get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
a Share the following idea from the devotion for -. ? ; l. as a part of point 3 in the
session: Because of Jesus' death and resurrection, we can view our own treasure

as an added blessing, and not as the source of our value. We can give of it fteely
because the gift of greatest worth has already been given to us in Jesus.

[5

Coiisider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to kive
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
* - a , : "Jesus gives us an important litmus test: Are we giving everything to
build for today or do we have our eyes on eternity?"
l ,' o "Whenwegive,Godisnotconcernedwithanexactpercentageofour
wealth so much as He is concerned with the heart hehind our giving."

[3

Visir www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 83) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using Toe Gospel Project in their groups.
@ Encourage group members to wnsider reasons why lesus is superior to
whatever specirsc eartMy treasures they ate tempted to value above Him.
a See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
, Be rich toward God (Luke 12:15-21).
"Jesus refused to take on the role of a judge or an arbiter in the family dispute. What
was needed was not a ruling by a teacher but recognition that the sin of covetousness
was at the root of their dispute (12:14-15). So Jesus told a parable to illustrate the
dangers of craving wealth and possessions. A rich man was given the gift of a bumper
crop. But he had a problem: he did not know what to do with his surp[us grr:tin
(12:16-18). -Ihe wealth stored in these barns would be his security for the future (12:19).
However, in puttiiig his security in his wealth, he was forgetting the one who had given
him the unusual crop: the God of providence. Moreover, he had also forgotten his
responsibility to show generosity and share his wealth with others (11:41). He may have
had earthly riches, but he was not rich in the things of God (12:20). So when death
came suddenl)r, he lost all (12:21)." 4

"Fool! Ironically, the man who took such great care to prepare for his own (earthly)
needs turns out to be a fool. Instead of fulfilling his moral responsibility to care for the
needs of others, he is rebuked for laying up treasure for himself and for not being rich
toward God. Th'hough this vcrse does not prohiLiit wealdi, Jesus clearly warns his hearers
concerning the dangerous eternal implications of wealth, with its seductive tendency
towards complacency, self-sufficiency, and covetousness. -I'hough the rich fool anticipates
years of ease-a time to eat, drink, and be merry-instead an eternal destiny apart
from God awaits him. As J esus' condemning words confirm, " This night your soul is
required of you.' " s

Poirit 2: Trust in God's faithful provision
(Luke 12:22-28).
" This is one of the clear commands of Christ: Don't worry. Jesus is speaking here
in the imperative. In fact, it is a double imperative: Do not svorry about either food
or clothing-the basic necessities of life. Then Jesus explains why: 'For life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing' (Luke 12:23; cf. 1 Tim. 6:8). In other
words, there are more important things iii liEe than waiting around for the next tneal.
Furthermore, your body is more than a mannequin to dress up with this outfit or that
fashion. Your life and your body are for God at'id the glory of his kingdom. So do not
make food and clothing your reason for living. Do not treat them as ends in themselves,
but only as means to the higher end of living for God. To prove his point, Jesus gave
two examples from the natural world-one for food and one for clothing. In verses 24
to 26 Jesus uses the raven as an illustration of the way God provides good thiiigs to eat,
and then in verses 27 to 28 he uses the lily as an illustration of rhe way God provides
good things to wear. In both cases, his point is to show }xow much more graciously God
the Father will care for us as his children." ('
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"Just as with greed, worry can affect anyone, whatever his position in life. An attitude of
anxiety is destructive to the physical life and hurful to spiritual testimony (vv. 22-26).
Height (. . . 'stature, years, maturity,' v. 25) in this context seems to suggest the span
of life. Again Jesus clearly noted the value of every life and the loving care He poured
out on all His creation (v. 24). To use your energies in worry over things yo?i cannot
control-whether great or small-is futile and inappropriate. God does not overlook
the necessities of His children according to His plan for their lives. When He allows
sufFering or even deprivation, such is never wasted in the divine economy. Drinking of
the cup of His sufFerings is ncver to be taken lightly. aI'he privilege must be embraced for
the opportunity of testimony and means of glorifyiiig the Father." 7

r>ra irix 3 : Seek God's kingdom first (Luke 12:31-34).
"But seek his kingdom. Matthew 6:33 adds 'and his righteousness,' which is a strong
emphasis ixi his Gospel. -Jhe exhortation means to pursue those things involving
the kingdom of God rather than material possessions. To 'seek his kingdom' can be
understood as: (1) desiring the consummation of the kingdom (Luke ll:2), which in
turn may include the tl"iought that believers can in some way advance the coming of the
lcingdom; (2) praying the Lord's prayer; (3) seeking tl'ie blessings of the kingdom, i.e.,
treasure in heaven, rather than earthly possessions; (4) submitting to God's rule. In the
present context (12:21 and esp. 33) the third akernative makes the most sense." S

"lesus' warning here is to beware of the double danger of money. On the one hand,
money easily generates greed and covetousness (vv. 13-21). On the other hand, the
reality of money easily creates heart-deep anxiety in us (vv. 22-34).1!e gospel teaches us
how to defeat both of these destructive sins. We must seek God's kingdom first (v. 31),
which will often mean letting go of our goods and money (v. 33). lcsus motivates us
to this counterintuitive solution by showing us that when we do so, God our Father
will provide for our needs (v. 31). He does so because as our perfect Father he knows
our needs (v. 30). He cares for us deep{y and considers us very valuable (v. 24), and it is
his good pleasure to give us what we most need for eternal as well as earthly purposes
(v. 32). Only this vision of our heavenly Father, combined with the promise of eternal
riches (v. 33), can motivate us at the heart level to live free from the love of money
(Heb. 13:5) and find eternal joy in following Christ." o
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Jesus Teaches About

the Good Shepherd
Summary and Goal
In this session, we will examine a couple of metaphors that lesus used to describe
Himself Both metaphors-the gate and the good shepherd-speak to His role
and character as the Savior sent by God for the salvation of human beings. Jesus is
the only way to have a restored relationship with the Father, and our reconciliation
required Jesus to lay His lfe down for us. Contrary to other teachers and leaders,
Jesus will never leave or EorsAe His followers. He is the Good Shepherd who cares
for His sheep and never stops loving them.

Session Outline

1. Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life (John 10:7-10).
2. Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).
3. lesus is the good shepherd who knows His sheep (John 10:14-18).
Batkground Passage: lobn 10:1-21
Session in a Sentence

Jesus declared that He is the good shepherd who knows and cares for His sheep and
who lays down His life so they might live.
Christ Connection

Jesus is the good shepherd, sent by the Father, to lay down His life for the sheep so
that they might have life. Because of Jesus' death on the cross and resurrection from
the grave, we have abundant life in Him and through Him.
Missional Application
Because Jesus laid down His life Eor us so that we might be saved, we live sacrificially
as we point others to the sacrifice Christ made for us.
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Group Time

GROuP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 84) to describe the "good cop, bad cop" dynamic.
If you have ever watched a crime drama television show, no doubt you have witnessed
the interrogation technique "good cop, bad cop." Outside of rl'ie interrogation room,
two officers debate who will play which role. The "bad cop" aims to be stern and harsh,
even threatening, while the "good cop" tries to develop a rapport with the suspect,
demonstrating a compassionate and level-headed demeanor in contrast to the "bad cop."
INTERAC T Ask group members the following question.

@

Which role would you prefer to play: "good cop" or "bad cop"? Why? . .:
prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation)

SAY: The "good cop, bad cop" scenario involves two officers playing different roles, but both officers want the
same thing-a confession. Both are doing their job. Jesus used the metaphor of a "good shepherd" as a part of
His teaching on one occasion, but aside from the vocation, the "good shepherd" has nothing in common with the
"bad shepherd," or the hired hand, as He would call him.
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine a couple of metaphors that Jesus used to describe Himself.
Both metaphors-the gate and the good shepherd-speak to His role and character as the Savior sent by God
for the salvation of human beings. Jesus is the only way to have a restored relationship with the Father, and our
reconciliation required lesus to lay His life down for us. Contrary to other teachers and leaders, Jesus will never
leave or forsake His followers. He is the Good Shepherd who cares for His sheep and never stops loving them.

l

For session-by-session training podcayts, pjease visit MinistryGrid. com/gospelproject.
For aMitional teaching options and othtr resources, pkase visit GospejProject.com/aJditional-resources.

l
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C=.-:rit Jesusisthegatethatleadstoabundantlife
(John 10:7-10).
SAY: Previously, the Pharisees had kicked a man out of the synagogue because he had the "gall" to say lesus
healed him of his blindness (John 9:28-34). So lesus responded by describing the Pharisees as "thieves and
robbers" who only had harm in mind for the flock of God.
READ John lO:7-10 (DDG p. 85).
7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. 8 All who c:ame before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen
to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and
out and find pasture. lo The d'iief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life and have it abundandy.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 85) to explain what it means for Jesus to be "the gate" in
contrast to what the Pharisees of His day were teaching as the path to a true relationship with God.
The Pharisees led peop{e away from a true relationship with God by their additional
rules and false, human-centered interpretations of the law. But lesus offered Himself as
the way into eternal life and community with the Father and His sheep -He is the gate.
If you want to enter into the flock of God and into communion with the Father, you
have to go in by way of Jesus, who said: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6).
In an increasingly pluralistic society, to say there is only one way to God-only one way to be savedis an unpopular opinion. With so many ideas, religions, and philosophies out there, it has become
unacceptable in our culture to claim only one path to God.
Modern religions today say do certain things, obey these rules, and you are "in." Irreligion says everyone is
already "in" and truth is relative. But the gate is not a set of teachings to follow. The gate is a person.
Jesus declared plainly that He is tbe only uiay to be saved from God's coming judgment (John 10:9;
see also Acts 4:12).

INTERAC T: Ask group members the following question.

@
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How can we identify "thieves and robbers" that threaten the flock
of God today? (they tear down the church by their words and actions,
whether from inside the church or outside of it; they preach themselves
instead of Jesus as the way to the Father; they teach what is contrary
to Scripture; their actions demonstrate a lack of love for the children of
God; their lives are characterized by pride instead of the humility that
Jesus exemplified)
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SAY: Jesus said He came to provide abundant life for His sheep. Depending on the person, abundant life might
sound like having extra money sitting in your bank account or having a large family or just being happy while
accomplishing something good in the world. al'hese are desirable aspects of life, but Jesus meant so much more
than earthly blessings and temporary emotions.
EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 85) to point out that Jesus, our good shepherd, does not
only sme us but also satisfies us by continually feeding us as His sheep.
As the gate, Jesus grants us safety from all the enemies that would destroy us for
eternity in hell: sin, shame, and death. We are saved when we enter God's presence by
Christ. But we aren't just saved in the past or for the future. Imagine sheep sitting in the
sheepfold celebrating their safety from danger, only to die from starvation while inside
the fold. That would be a tragedy! Christ provides s:?fety 'from the dangers outside of the
fold, but He also provides sustenance for those inside the fold. We aren't just saved we
are satisfied in Him.
To "go in and out and find pasture" means that we are always goiiig through lesus and we never move
past Him. We have abundant life because we get Him! In Christ, we have the bread of life that satisfies
our spiritual hunger and we receive the water of eternal life that quenches all spiritual thirst (John 6:35;
4:14). We often talk about our future inheritance as believers-resurrection and heaven-but we also get
to enjoy the richness of life in relationship with God in Christ here and now.
If we seem to "find" life anywhere else other than in Christ, then that thing will ultimately steal our joy
and destroy our lives (John 10:10). The "thief" could come even in the form of good things-family,
career, ministry-if they turn us away from Christ. Nothing can bear the burden of our desire for joy;
only Jesus can. He doesn't promise a pain-free life: people might betray you; miscarriages still happen; jobs
might be lost. Yet these can't steal the abundance of our life of faith because it is secure in the person and
work of Christ. We aren't promised an easy life, but we are promised a full Iife.
INTERAC T'. Ask group members the following question.

Unit 23, Session s

i

How woutd you describe the abundant life that comes through faith
in Jesus? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start
the conversation)

l
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:= = lo a o. .-' Jesus is the pood shepherd who lays down His

life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).
READ John 10:11-13 (DDG p. 86).
" I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. '2 He
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scmers them.
'3 He {{ees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 86) to note why lesus was wiuing to die for His sheep,
namely, because they belong to Him.
Here, Jesus is declaring how much He loves and cares for His sheep because they belong
to Him. This says less about the sheep and more about the Shepherd and His character.
The hired hand loves his life more than the sheep. Jesus loves His sheep more d"ian His
own life. Like the sheep in the metaphor, it's not because we're a glamorous bunch. We
who belong to Jesus haven't earned His love and protection. Jesus loves, protects, and
cares for us because we're His.

In these verses, Jesus switched His metaphor from a gate to a shepherd who watches over his sheep, and
He likened the religious leaders of the day to hired hands and Himself to the good shepherd. For the
hired hand, watching sheep was just a job, a paycheck to earn. But what would happen when the hired
hand saw a wolf creeping toward the sheep pen? He would run, choosing his own safety over the lives of
the sheep.
The shepherd, on the other hand, has a vested interest in the sheep because they actually belong to him. In
contrast to the hired hand, the good shepherd doesn't run away from danger but willingly steps in front of
danger to protect his sheep.
mustration: My wife and I recently bought a house after renting a place for a few years. When we were
renting a house, we weren't careless, but if anything happened to the walls or floor, we didn't worry too much
because it was someone else's property. After we moved into the house we bought, however, that changed.
We now cared about every scratch in the flooring and chip on the countertops and took great pains not to
smudge the waus or add to the imperfections. Generally, we are more protective over the things that belong
to us. Still, if some disaster comes bearing down on the house, we're not sticking around!
INTERAC T. Ask group members the following question.
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How should the fact that believers belong to the Shepherd affect
the way we think, feel, and live? (when t%!e fee! ',solated and ak,=i-re, wa
can find comfort in the truth that we belong to Jesus and He loves us;
we should never entertain thoughts that Jesus is against us or that He
doesn't care for us; we should live in such a way that we reflect our Savior
and honor Him for His unendinB commitment to us)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 86) to highlight the difference between the hired hand
and Jesus as the good shepherd who was willing to die for His sheep.
In contrast to the hired hand, Jesus made this noble claim: He was wiuing to die for His
sheep because they're His and He loves them. We love statements that boldly declare
the extent to which someone would go to protect a loved one. But of course, these were
more than mere words with Jesus-He followed through on His claim for our salvation.
A good shepherd doesn't lay down his life simply as an example for his sheep. He
sacrifices his life to ensure the safety of his sheep. Jesus-the Good Shepherd-didn't
just give us an example of what we ought to do; He actually saved us.
PACK ITEM 10: THE GOOD SHEPHERD: Use the Gregory of Nazianzus quote on this poster and the
following content to help your group members grasp the significance of Jesus' sacrificial death for His sheep as
the Good Shepherd and His subsequent resurrection.
@ To save us from the wolves of sin and death and false teachers, lesus willingly laid down His life so that
we might have life. His sacrificial death accomplished several things:
-It demonstrated God's love for us, His enemies (Rom. 5:6-8);

-It was the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10);
-It reconciled us to God (1 Pet. 3:18);

-It means we no longer have to fear death (Heb. 2:14-15).
it Yet lcsus' death accomplished all these things because He didn't stay dead. He rose from the grave and
now continues to shepherd His sheep. His death is &ective and powerful to grant eternal life to all who
believe in our risen Good Shepherd.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the cau-out in their DDG (p. 86).
Christ as Propitiation: Because of God's righteousness and a

,

humanity'ssinsmustbeatonedforinorderforpeopletobe .a? ' .to God. As the propitiation for sins, Christ's dpafh is the appeasement or
satisfaction of God's ? 1. ? against sin. Christ's propitiation for our sins
demonstrates both God's great toward sinners as well as the necessary
payment that results from the penalty of sins.

l
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Essential Doctrine "Christ as Propitiation": Because of God's righteousness and holiness, humanity's sins
must be atoned for in order for people to be reconciled to God. As the propitiation for sins, Christ's death
is the appeasement or satisfaction of God's wrath against sin. Christ's propitiation for our sins demonstrates
both God's great love toward sinners (l John 4:10) as well as the necessary payment that resuks from the
penalty of sins (Rom. 3:26).
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" ;: " s JesusisthegoodshepherdwhoknowsHis
sheep (John 10:14-18).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 10:14-18 (DDG p. 87).
"' I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, "' just as the
Father knows me and I know the Fatheri a nd T lay down my life for the sheep. '6 And
I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. '7 For this reason the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again.' No one
takes it &om me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down,
and I ffive authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."
EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 87) to establish that Jesus' sheep hear His voice and know
Him in a way that is analogous to how the Father and the Son know each other.
Jesus said that He knevv His sheep and His
sheep knew Him. Surprisingly, Jesus likened
His relationship with His sheep to the way
He knows the Father and the Father knows

Him. The Father and the Son, along with
the Holy Spirit, know each other intimately
because they are one (John l:l). So close is
this relationship that seeing the 5011 is seeing
the Father (John 14:9-10). It is this deep,
intimate knowing that lesus related to the
'Hay H6 knows its and we know Him.

" Voices from
Church History
"Now if we want to be
faithful Christians, then
we must act like dear

shBep who reco8nize ?he
shepherd's voice and listen
to it alone; they do not
recognize other voices, nor
do they Listen to them." '
-Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Shepherds and sheep knew each other pretty well. The sheep knew the voice of their caretaker and
knew to head toward that voice when the shepherd called. The shepherd was the source of food, water,
and safety, so the sheep learned to follow his voice alone and not to follow strange voices. Likewise, the
shepherd spent most of his day with the sheep, and he would learn each sheep by heart. The shepherd
could walk into a crowd of mixed sheep and pick out his own.
Jesus doesn't just know things about us; He knows us at the deepest level, including our weaknesses and
failures and sin patterns, and still He loveA us enough to lay down His life. And we also have access to
know Him, through the Word of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Iljustration.' I recently helped a friend locate his dog, Hank, that had gotten lost wandering an ?infamiliar
creek. The sun had set and it was dark, so the two of us set out with flashlights on opposite sides of the creek
and called out to Hank. Eventually we heard barking on my side of the creek. My buddy and I both called
out to the dog by name, but even though I was much closer, Hank maneuvered his way through brambles,
across the flowing water, and over rocks to my friend's voice. He la"iew the voice of his master. Similarly, we
as born-again members of Jesus' flock know the voice of our Master distinctly from other voices.
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 87) to explain what Jesus meant by the phrase "other
sheep" and how it relates to God's plan for the gospel to reach "all the families of the earth."
Jesus' statement that He had other sheep, alluding to Samaritans and Gentiles, who
weren't part of this sheep pen might have confused the Jews within earshot. Didn't the
Jewish people alone have Abraham as their fad'ier through Isaac and Jacoti (John 8:39)?
But "all the families of the earth" had been part of God's plan ever since He called
Abraham, and before (Gen. 12:l-3). Jesus commissioned and empowered His disciples
to ensure that the gospel of His death and resurrection would spread throughout the
world (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).

How does Jesus call out to these other sheep so that they hear Hirn? He calls out through His followers
when we declare the gospel (2 Cor. 5:17-19). We should have great confidence in our evangelism &orts
because Jesus promised that He has other sheep from all over the world who will hear and respond to His
voice (Rev. 5:9-10). "I'he mission is secure.

By fait?h in Jesus, we all become part of one flock with our one Good Shepherd. Therefore, our churches
should reflect the diverse flock of God, which in turn reflects the great and glorious wisdom of God
(Eph. 3:10-11). True ethnic unity ought to define the church and be displayed in the church because we're
all diverse sheep with the same Shepherd.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the ansvvers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 87).
PeopleofGod:ComprisedofbothJewandGentile,the.= .aiscreatedby
God through the atoning ? of Christ. As the people of God, the church seeks
toliveunderGod's ..' carewhileweareprotectedandcaredforbyHim.

Essential Doctrine "People of God"i Scripture describes the church as "the people of God" (2 Cor. 6:16).
Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, the 6urch is created by God through the atoning demh of Christ. The term
"church" is used in two senses-of individual loml churches composed of people who have covenanted together
under the lordship of Christ and of the iu'iiversal church composed of all believers in Christ in all times. As the
people of GOCI, the d'iurch seeks to live under God 's ruung care while we are protected and cared for by Him.
INTERAC T': Ask group members the following question.

l

How does a diverse church display the glorious wisdom of God? l,o ? = l
worldly barriers are broken down in the church through faithin Jesus,
God receives 541ory as people marvel at the sight of unified believers; the
unity of peopLe of faith across racial and socio-economic lines testifies
to the truth and power of the gospel to bring people together and into
a right relationship with God; a diverse church displays the truth of
Jesus' prophetic words that He would build His church and bring people
together who would not ordinarily come together in fellowship)

iog
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: We have all gone astray from God's plan for us, and in this, we are just like sheep (Isa. 53:6). We
have looked at the path of righteousness and turned our backs on it to go our own way, like sheep without a
shepherd. For this, we all deserve God's judgment. But God so loved the world that He gave His one and only
Son for our redemption (John 3:16). As wayward, sinful sheep, we need the Good Shepherd who opens the
doorway for us to come home, who leads us on right paths, and who laid down His life so we could be saved.
He saves all those who believe in Him, and now we have the joy of helping other myward sheep come home by
proclaiming the gospel of our Good Shepherd.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 88), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God's Word.
Because Jesus laid down His life for us so

that we might be saved, we live sacrificially
as we point others to the sacrifice Christ
made for us.

Voices from

Church History
"We are half-hearted

What step of faith do you hear
lesus calling you to take?
What are sofne wa7s your groiip
can encourage your group

leader(s) and pastor(s) in their
shepherding role as they reflect
the Good Shephetda

creatures, fooling about
with drink and sex and

ambition when infinite joy is
offered us, like an ignorant
child who wants to go on
making mud pies in a slum
because he cannot imagine
what is meant by the ofTer
of a holiday at the sea. We
are far too easily pleased." 2
-C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Who are some wayward sheep
in your sphere of influence
who need to hear the good news about the Good Shepherd?
Pray for opportunities to share the gospel with them.
CLOSE IN PRAYER: lesus, You are our good shepherd, and because of this, we have what we need. Thank
You for laying down Your life so that we might be reconciled to the Father. Guide us with Your Holy Spirit
to point others to You and what You did through the cross and resurrection to give abundant life to Your
sheep. Amen.
INSTRUC T: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotioxis in their DDG (pp. 89-91), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Ano'dier (p. 92) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God's Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week fouowing the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Smdy devotions in the
DDG (pp. 89-91) will help group members get into God's Word and study it for themselves.
Encoiira7e One Another (p. 92) will help group members and families fellowship with one
another with purpose.

DailyStudy
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 89-91) will help group members take initiative in
tl'ieir own discipleship.
a Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
Share the following idea from the devotion for .-, . -, a l as a part of point 1 in the
session: Jesus mid He alone is the gate, or door, to salvation and eternal life with
God. Without this gate, daete is no hope of being rescued from our sin and its
consequence, no way of entering into God's holy presence.

[fi

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yoursel?t- with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God's Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
* m - ',, : . "Does die voice of Jesus through Scripture stir you to belief and
repentance? If so, take heart because it means you belong to Him."
S F .' J. : "Jesus demands a response from you, and failing to respond is in itself a
response to discount Jesus."

Visit www.GospelProject.asm/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God's Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member's DDG (p. 92) will
help groups of 2-4 pcoplc to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospe} Project in their groups.
* Encourage group members to share some of the ways that other Christians have
sacrificed for 'die sake of pointing them to lesus.
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See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Poir-ia? as. Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life

(John 10:7-10).
"Slightly changing the figure of speech, Jesus declared, 7 ZZ7?2 tbe @te for the sbeep' (10:7).
This image may be that of a village family courtyard with walls and a door. The point
is clear: Jesus is the door oE salvation, God's entry point into the divine sheepfold.
al'he shepherd leads his sheep to pasture and brings them back safe}y (10:9; see also
Num. 27:16-17). By contrast, the shepherds of Israel in Jesus' day, like some in the
past, were thieves and robbers, for they exploited *ose they ruled (10:8,10; Isa. 1:23;
ler. 2:26; Ezek. 34:2-10). Such le,iders steal anJ ki[l and destroy. But Jesus came so that
God's sheep will be secure and have eternal life, God's abundant life of the age to come
(10:10). The Greek word used to refer to this life is zoe (l:4; 3:16; 10:10). It is very

different from the physical life (psuche) Jesus would lay down on the cross (10:1 1,15)." 3
"'rhreefold repetition of'parallel expressions such as 'steal and kill and destroy' (whether
positive or negative) is a characteristic device denoting emphasis in biblical literature.
Here, three negative verbs are stacked to underscore the devastating eEFect of these
usurpers on God's people. Such triads are amibuted to Jesus (Matt. 7:7; John 14:6)
and are used by Paul (1 Thess. 1:3; 5:23). arhe word for 'kul' (t%6 [only here in John])
is not the common term and may connote the abuse of the sacrificial system by the
priestly authorities. Jcsus came for his 'sheep' to have life, and to have it abundandy.
'Have life' means 'to have eternal life,' that is, 'to be saved' (see 10:9). Importantly,
however, this does not merely entail participation in the age to come (as was the general
view among Jews); according to John, Jesus gives a full life already in the here and
now (which does not imply the absence of persecution [cf. 15:18-25]). In the OT, it is
especially the prophet Ezekiel who envisions pasture and abundant life for God's people
(cf. 34:12-15,25-31). As the good shepherd, Jesus g'ves his sheep not merely enough but
more than plenty." "

;2<r= i;'-a= 2 Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His
life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).
"A hired hand may have slighdy more concern for the sheep than a thief does, but his
concern comes nowhere near that of a shepherd. Sheep in Palestine svere vulnerable to
attack by hyenas, jackals, wolves and bears. Of these, the wolf was the most dangerous.
Thus when a hired hand sees a wolf coming, he abmdons the sbeep and runs aumy to
preserve his own skin (lOil2). The sheep are not his, and no matter how much he
knows about them, he will not have the same commitment to them that the shepherd
(owner) has. He will not suffer personal loss if some sheep are killed. By contmst, Jesus
is 'the good shepherd.' He is not just one good shepherd among a host of others, he is
the good shepherd." s
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"Within the metaphorical world, that the good shepherd lays dotmt bis qe ?for tbe sheep
means no more than that he is prep:med to do so. He is willing to risk his life for the
sheep, perhaps by beating back a marauding bear (cf. 1 Sam. }7:34-36). But the death
of shepherds for such reasons must have been fairly rare, and even then it would never
be the intention of the shepherd to die. That would leave his flock entirely exposed. But
by the strong language Jesus uses, he points beyond the metaphorical world to himself.
He does not merely risk his life, he lays it down, in line with the Father's will (vv. 17,18).
Far from being accidental, lesus' death is precisely what qualifies him to be tl'ie good
shepherd-a point presupposed in Hebrews 13:20, which acknowledges Jesus to bc 'that
great Shepherd of the sheep.' And by his death, far from exposing his flock to further
ravages, he draws them to himself (12:32)." 6

-. i =' :l a Jesus is the good shepherd who knows His
sheep (John 10:14-18).
"The metaphor is rich in Old Testament imagery (Pss. 23:l; 79:l 3; 80:1; Ezek. 34:15).
Jesus' proclamation of Himself as 'the good shepherd' is the fulfillment of Ezekiel 34.
Like the false shepherds described by the prophet, the religious leaders failed to lead the
people faitMuuy. The other sheep that are not of this fold is a reference to the Gentiles
who were not of the 'fold' of Judaism (John 10:16). Gentiles as well as levvs would share
in the salvation He brought and would be under one Sliepherd. A hired man, who was
more concerned about his own well-being, would flee when confronted by a predator
(vv. 12-13). Jesus used this analogy to show the diff'erence between Him as the shepherd
and the religious leaders, who indeed might do some good things for the sheep but
would never sacrifice themselves for the sheep." '
" The death of Jesus, though voluntary, was not merely assent to being killed, a sort
of indirect suicide; it was part of a plan to submit to death and then emerge from it
victoriously alive. Anyone can lay down his life, if that means simply the termination
of physical existence; but only the Son of the Father could at will resume his existence.
He was acting in accord with a divine plan that involved a supreme sacrifice and a
manifestation of divine power. The entire plan was motivated by his love for the Father
and his readiness to carry out his Father's purpose." 8
References
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OULD YOU PASS

the salt, please?" is a
frequent request at
many meals. The human body needs
salt, a mineral, to survive. Salt production became widespread in ancient
times because of the need for it in

the diet.l Cultures throughout known
history eventually found a variety of
other uses Eor sodium chloride-salt.

basic applications of salt on food tran-

Added to animal feed, salt served

scend time and civilizations-to sea-

an antiseptic purpose (Isa. 30:24).

son and preserve. Salt enhanced Elavor
(Joti 6:6). It acted as a preservative on

fertilized crops. As with any min-

fish or meat. Artaxerxes' declaration

eral, however, too much salt rendered

that Ezra go to Jerusalem with all the

the ground uffit Eor crop production
(Deut. 29:23). In oil lamps salt produced a brighter light and helped ttie
wick to last longer.9

salt he needed (Ezra 7az) illustrates the

importance of salt for survival.
Salt also had many medicinal uses.
Pliny surnrnarized, "Herein is especially applicable the saying that for the
whole body nothing is more beneficial

Until modern times, the limited

than salt and sun."5 Salt functioned as

availa):iility of salt made it a valued
product. Scientists now know that
salt exists widely across the globe.

a treatment for snake tiites and insect

Unaware of that Eact, the ancients

sought it diligently and prized it.2
Pliny said, "Heaven kriosvs, a civilized
life is impossible without salt."3

stings. Some eye ointments contained
salt. It was used to remedy gum disease, tioils, migraines, and tonsillitis.
The daily use of salt promoted healthy

water evaporated (Zeph. 2:9). Third,
salt marshes produced encrusted salt
(Ezek. 47:n). Other societies acquired
salt in similar ways. Pure sodium chloride never degrades. In production,
however, it got mixed with calcium
sulfate (gypsum) and other minerals,

rium, came to Roman sold;ers as part

Uses of Salt
Salt's uses in biMical times mirrored

that oE neighboring cultures. Two

Near-Eastern cultures used salt exten-

sively in their religious rituals as well.{o
In the Old Testament, salt held a

A ration of salt, the Latin word sala-

quality of salt in ancient Israel."

to the practical, everyday uses as
described above. Salt in religious practice, however, holds a prominent role
in Scripture. Persons of other ancient

prominent role in sacrffice. All cereal oEEeririgs required salt (Lev. 2:13).
More than likely all meat offerings
included salt (Ezek. 43:24).1l It signified the permanent relationship
of God to His people. Additionally,

Workers harvested dried salt when the

which look like salt. This affected the

Some biblical references to salt allude

similar salt cures. Salt preyerved dead

Sea water was placed in pits, sometimes
called pans, dug along the coastline.

mined from a mountainous area south-

west oE the Dead Sea. Second, Dead

Salt in Religious Practice

teeth. Animals sometimes received

tiodies for lengthy periods."
Many ancient cultures valued salt as
a cornrnodity. The Romans taxed salt.
A portion oE the tax income probably
supplemented the cost of production.7
Salt o&en served as currency in trade.

Three sources Eor salt existed in the

land of the Bible. One, rock salt was

Small amounts of salt on farmland

of their pay. The term. "salary" derived

fi
g
s
s

3

since the ancients added salt to flavor

,E=

their food, naturally they applied it to
the food they offered God. The puri$ing effect of salt as a preservative

l

from that Latin word.8

Belowa. Ruins of . The irony about

gE

store buildings in them be7ng blind }s
Laodicea. Jesus

that Laod}cea was

told the church at known for an eye
Laodicea, "you say, ointment that Iocal
Tmrich;16ave - merchantsprobecome wealthy
duced.
and need nothing,'
and you don"t know Right: Roman
that you are wretch- oil Iarnp; terraed, pttiful, poor,
com; dated to
blind, and naked" early in the 1st
(Rev, 3il7, HCSB). cent. A.D.
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Righti The meat market or "Macellum"
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at Puteoli, located
on the west coast of
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ltaly, south of Rome.
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Lower right: Terracotta figurine
of a diild on a

trooped cradleboard; dated to
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the Middle Bronze

Age; Cypriot. The
Hebrews, as did
other peoplesi
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would rub salt on

an }nfant as a proted!ve agent.
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symbolicallypurified 'i ,.

thesacrifice,-making :a o -

pas-

with them" in HCSB).15 Speech "sea-

: sages refer to salt. Three oE

soned with salt" inferred the exer-

it suitable for God.I2

:. those (Matt. 5:i3; Mark g:4g-5o;

cise of appetizing or gracious language
(Col. 4:6, HCSB). In instructions about
the right use of the tongue, James highlighted the fallacy of a saltwater spring
yielding fresh water (Jas. 3:12). Even so,
unpalatable speech should not come
from a person changed by Christ.
Salt has proven to be a valued

Six New Testament

i:

Salt as a symbol of '1,
the covenant related 'i ..'

' Luke t4:34) are similar. How can

' disciples be "salt of the earth"? As

c"i'0"sei'y"t'oa'='t:"u'se'=:s'a"c": !='

3

rifice, which reminded '[

e

the people of their covenant connection with

God (Lev. 2:13). This
"covenant

? ' salt flavors food, Christians add

zest to the world through Christ-

'l

likeness. When Christians con-

of a's'a'lt" "re'p- !!J

resented the eternal re-la- a!,
1

tionship God formed with
k
His people (Num. x8:ig;
7.H"Q
z Chron. t3:5). In its pure form,
salt kept its saltiness permanently.
Thus it became a natural symbol of the
lasting bond between God and Israel.
The Hetirews adopted the tradition of rubbing salt on newtiorns
(Ezek. I6:4). They thought salt served
as an antiseptic and that it symtiolized purification, thus cleansing
and protecting the baby Erom evil."
When Elisha threw salt into a spring
at Jericho, the previously undrinkatile
water became potable (2 Kings z:ig-zz).
Salt sometimes symbolized a
curse. Mter defeating a city in battle, victors might sow the area with
salt 0udg. gi45). This destructive act
signified a disdain Eor the enemy.
Enough salt rendered the ground
temporarily sterile. When Lot's wife
turned back to Sodom and Gomorrah,

she became a pillar of salt tiecause oE
her disobedience (Gen. I9:26).

, front sin and point people to Jesus,
' they serve a preservative function
like salt. This latter concept reflects
the covenant principle that unites
God with His people. As salt, believers become instruments in the process
of bringing God and people together.
What did Jesus mean when He
said salt could "lose its taste" so that
it becomes worthless and must "be

thrown out and trampled on by men"
(Matt. 5:13, HCSB)? Possibly He reEerred
to impurities mixed with the salt that
diluted its effect. If so, He intended

this as a warning to His disciples to
remain faitMul to fulfill their responsibility to salt the earth. Or possibly
Jesus stated an obvious impossitiility.
Pure salt stays pure. He considered it
foolish to think that genuine believers
would allow impurities to render them
ineffective in their task.l4

Three other references to salt appear
in the New Testament. The ancient

tradition reEerred to as "eating salt"
symbolized the tiond of fellowship
people experience at a meal together
(see Acts t:4, one possible translation
of Greek verti rendered "was together

resource for all humankind. Its worth

and widespread use in the bitilical world
led to its place as a crucial symbol in

the expressiori of faith. - 4h
I. R. J. Forbes, Stud!es rn Ancient Technology, 2nd ed.,
vol. 3 (Leiden, NeThvlands: Brill, 1965), 164.
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Penguin, 2002), 12.
3. Pliny, Natural Hrstory 3 1.41 .88 in The Loeb Classlcal
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Harvard Univ. Pyess, 1963), 433.
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15. For furkher explanat!on of this, see John Polhill,
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Darryl Wood is pastor of First
Baptist Church, Vincent, Alabama.
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g Have Decided to Follow Jesus
"If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me." Luke 9:23
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