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Congratulations to our graduates!
Megan Miller
Dr. Megan Miller recently graduated from Lincoln
Memorial University - DeBusk College of Osteopathic
Medcine in Harrogate, Tennessee. She also graduated
in 2015 from LMU with a Master’s in Biomedical
Professions and from Miami University in 2014 having
majored in Zoology and Gerontology. She will pursue
family medicine and do a three-year residency at Wright
State University at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton.
Hannah Overholts
Hannah Overholts graduated from Hamilton High
School. She plans to attend the University of Cincinnati
Blue Ash and major in Occupational Therapy. She’ll
begin there this fall.
Lauren Hampton
Lauren Hampton has graduated from Edgewood High
School where she was active in several clubs, including
theater, the Edgewood Choraliers, track and swim, the
Friends of Rachel club and American Sign Language
club. She will attend Miami University Hamilton this fall.
Noah Hampton
Noah Hampton is a Butler Tech - Project SEARCH
Miami University intern. He gained work experience at
the Goggin Ice Arena and Pro Shop, the Maple Street
Commons and the Market at McCracken. He is seeking
to work in receiving and stocking to put his skills to use.
Teri Horsley
Teri Horsley has graduated from Regent University. She
has a Master’s of Arts in Film and Television Production.

Natalie Lakes
Natalie Lakes graduated in December from Miami
University with a degree in Early Childhood Education.
She is currently a sub and awaiting the end of the
pandemic to get her own classroom.
Taylor Schuermann
Taylor Schuermann graduated magna cum laude from
the University of Cincinnati with a B.B.A. in Finance
and a minor in Real Estate.
Audrey Wallace
Audrey Wallace graduated cum laude from Miami
University. She has a Bachelor of Science in
Education.
Lilly Wallace
Lilly Wallace graduated with honors from Middletown
Christian School. She plans to attend Miami University
in the fall to pursue an education degree in early
childhood.
Olivia West
Olivia West graduated from Ross High School. She
plans to attend the University of Cincinnati - Clifton
Campus this fall, majoring in pre-med.

Continued on the next page

RECORD OF STEWARDSHIP
While budget spending has been curtailed as much as
possible, some unexpected costs have occurred due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We added a weekly radio broadcast
and new equipment to produce online worship services and
have a broad reach. Unified budget giving has been good,
given our circumstances, but there is a year-to-date shortfall
in that fund of more than $20,000.
The church has received another installment from the
Lerch Estate in the amount of $334,800. Twenty percent of
that total, $66,960 was given to the Missions Board, per the
constitution, and the balance of $267,840 was put toward
the Capital Improvement project, as bequested. Total giving
year-to-date for the Capital Improvement fund is $323,600.
Besides the Lerch donation, Easter offering contributed
$13,400 to the capital fund, the Lakes family contributed
$5,000 as memorial to Ron Lakes, and other members have
made some substantial monetary gifts toward the project.

Giving as of May 17, 2020:
Envelope giving (one week): $5,824.96
Online giving (one week): $4,415.30
Total giving (one week): $10,240.26
Year-to-date giving: $274,320
Year-to-date budget need: $296,260
Over (under) budget: ($21,490)
Online giving
Tithing online has increased since the beginning of the
pandemic and FBCH had to temporarily close its doors.
We greatly appreciate those who have made the switch
to donating through our website. Learn more about doing
so at www.firstbaptishamilton.org/give.

MISSIONS
Missionaries for the month of June:
Tim and Patti Long
Mexico
Patti and Tim serve in Baja California, Mexico. Patti
ministers as a special education teacher and resource
specialist at the Monte Horeb Baptist Grade School in
Tijuana, a school that reaches out to the most vulnerable of
the city’s young population, its children with special needs.
Tim serves in leadership development with the Baja Baptist

Seminary of Mexicali, teaching present and future church
leaders in Baja California, México; and with IM partners in
the Dominican Republic. He also serves as on-site
coordinator and professor in Palmer Seminary’s MTS online
Spanish language program.

Bible Book of the Month ………………………….. Genesis
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the American
Baptist Womens Ministry and is listed online at
www.abwomensminstries.org.

GRADUATES (CONTINUED)

Continued from the cover page
Others who have graduated who have attended
First Baptist Church of Hamilton include:
Nikolas Acus
Cooper Chaney
Ashley Inloes
Samuel Jarrett
Leonard Jerome Jenkins
Larz Mann
Victor Sanchez
Shawn Wilson
Congratulations, and know that your church family
is praying for you and your future!

FROM DANIEL’S DEN

Things will never be the ’same’ again
By Pastor Dan Clemens, senior minister
We are about to reopen our church doors. But things will
never be the “same” again. Until there is a vaccine widely
available, this pandemic is with us.
There are varying views on its seriousness and how to
best deal with the COVID-19 virus, but no one can deny that
Ohio has about 30,000 confirmed cases and almost 2,000
people have died. The USA has 1.58 million confirmed
cases and 93,800+ people have died. We must prepare for
and all cooperate with keeping one another safe and healthy
in this new reality. These new patterns of behavior are not
going away anytime soon.
Parents are nervous about bringing their children back into
large group settings. The older people and those with preexisting health conditions are advised to stay out of large
groups. Fellowship times, coffee and donuts, handshaking
and hugging “hello” are all going to be difficult for awhile.
We are warned that the virus can live on solid surfaces for
several days. Door handles, restrooms, passing the offering
plate are all being advised against. The most precious acts
of sharing communion by passing the communion plate or
sharing a loaf and common cup are perhaps dangerous
things to do.
Social distancing, wearing facial masks, hand washing,
wiping everything down, limited sized groups, differences in
health risks and capacity for risk-taking will change
everything … at least for the foreseeable future. We dare not
reopen without deliberate precautions.
These have been lonely times. We have had to struggle
through some tough times alone. We have had funerals
online and not been able to visit and hug, and surgeries and
hospital visits have been only by phone or cards. We have
suffered through difficult doctor visits, diagnoses, treatments
mostly alone. We have missed birthday parties, graduate
recognitions, picnics, and parties that we usually would have
enjoyed together. Our loved ones in nursing homes are cut
off from their family and friends form the outside.
We must come back together carefully, slowly, and
intentionally. Everyone must do their part for others to feel
and be safe. Though you may not feel a need or a threat,
others do, so please cooperate with precaution. Indeed, it is
an act of Christian service that we lay down our rights to
serve others. May our attitude be, “I do it for others”. John
13: 34 says, “So now I am giving you a new commandment:
Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love
each other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to the
world that you are my disciples.”
We already have members of our congregation who have
family members who have contracted the virus and are
being treated. We know people in our community who have
lost loved ones. Several members of our congregation have
been tested for the virus. As I write, there are people I know
in our congregation who are awaiting results of COVID-19
tests.
These are the realities. We cannot, and we will not, rush
back into worship, Sunday School classes, children’s

ministry, or youth ministries as we have known them in the past.
What will the next few weeks and months look like?
There are positive things we can do. We will continue to
broadcast on WMOH 1450 AM Sunday at 9:30 a.m. with a
30-minute program including the sermon and music. We do
this for our members and friends who do not have or use
computers. We will continue to broadcast as long as we can
afford it. This is a $500 per month unbudgeted ministry
investment in some of our members and community.
We will continue to broadcast our Facebook ministries for
children, youth and adults on every night of the week. We will
broadcast our worship on Facebook and YouTube and
perhaps other channels well into the future even after we
resume in-person worship. Mandy, our office administrator,
has prepared an article in this newsletter which outlines the
value of this expanding of our ministry outreach. Zoom online
meetings have proved very helpful to our boards and
committees to continue ministries and involvement. Automated
giving has increased, and many faithful people have been
mailing their offerings which has been so helpful to continue
the ministries of the church. One of our small groups has been
meeting on Zoom every Sunday morning. I think we should
explore other small groups, Bible studies, and even more
academic courses, interviews, dialogues meeting on Zoom (or
the like) and Facebook. Our website, firstbaptisthamilton.org,
will continue to be the hub of information. We will make
frequent One Calls to share information.
I am extremely grateful for our ministry staff who have
gone above and beyond visiting homes and dropped off
packets, making videos and lessons to share online,
producing, writing and editing media to hold us all together.
Chris Osterbrock, Katie Simpson, Mandy Gambrell, Claire
Metzger, Shon Morgan, Laurin Sprague, Roger Chamberlain
… you guys are all rock stars!
I give a big thank you to Stan Brown who has consistently
been teaching on Sunday night and Chuck Russell who has
been leading Wednesday evening Prayer and Bible Study
on Facebook. I know Mike Brudzinski and the Legacy
Sunday School class have been meeting on Zoom.
Our leadership: Deacons and Deaconesses, Trustees,
Mission Board, Christian Ed Board, Cabinet, Counting
committee, Blended Praise Team, Modern Worship Team,
musicians, media crew … and I’m sure I’m missing some
people … have all been so wonderful in adapting, creating
and working to get us all through this different, difficult,
demanding time. They have been making phone calls and
sending emails and cards to care for our congregation.
Thank you, Tabitha Ministry, for making facemasks to share.
We all need to take care of each other! Thank you, Mission
Board, for reaching out in love to the Sharon Park
neighborhood. Thank you, Jerry Hampton and crew, for
feeding the hungry! FBC continues to service!
This experience has changed me as pastor. I will admit
my feelings of displacement and depression. I have moped
and felt lost. I have tried to pray more … for our country, the
community, the church, you, me.
Continued on the next page

FROM DANIEL’S DEN (CONTINUED)
Continued from the previous page
While trying to bring words of encouragement and hope to
others, I have wrestled with my own questions and
struggles. I try to measure my words more. I try to think
through things and ask for other’s help more than ever
before. We have all struggled. It takes all of us to get
through this together.
Things will never be the “same” again. But that is not all
bad. We have been striped to the bare minimum … and we
are fine. In the future, how do we want it to be different?
How do we want to put it back together? It does not have to
be the same. What do we miss the most? The least? What
really matters? Indeed, this is our opportunity to make First
Baptist better. We can learn from this experience how to
better engage the next generation and our community.
Gal. 6:9 says: “And let us not grow weary of doing good,
for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
I miss you church family. I long to be together again … and

we will be. Hold on! Be safe! Be faithful to the Lord and His
people. YOU are the CHURCH, not the building.
I love in Jesus,
Pastor Dan

The Gospel Project
Volume 4: The Kingdom Provided
Unit 10: Samuel and King Saul
5/24 .1 God Calls a Prophet 1 Samuel 1-3
5/31 .2 God Rescues His Ark 1 Sam 4-6
6/07 .3 God Rejects a King 1 Sam 8-15
Unit 11: Great King David
6/14 .1 A Shepherd Slays a Giant 1 Sam 16-17
6/21 .2 A Fugitive Spares His Rival 1 Sam 24
6/28 .3 A Servant Receives God's Promise 2 Sam 6-7
7/05 .4 A King Shows Kindness 2 Sam 9
7/12 .5 A Sinner Receives Forgiveness 2 Sam 11-12;
Ps 51

_______________________________________________________________________

An update on the building renovation project
By Pastor Dan Clemens, senior minister
We have been pleased to work with Jeff Warndorf, Project
Executive, Gridstone Construction, and with Mike
Dingeldein, Amy Hucke and company at Community Design
Alliance (CDA), in our remodeling and renovation capital
project. A group from our Building Committee meets with
them every Thursday morning for a project progress update.
May 21, 2020 was meeting No. 17 and we were updated on
the flow of the project. Of course, schedules can change, but
as it looks right now, here are some of the big bullet points of
what is coming:
Lower Level
• First Kids Ministry Worship Center opened up with
steel supports
• 70% painted, new ceiling and flooring installed,
remainder by mid-July
• New children’s restrooms ready to install fixtures
• New craft and storage room (formerly the men’s
shower) 70% finished
• The lower level is scheduled for a final clean the
beginning of August
Upper Level
• Ceiling panel abatement complete by May 29
• Gym/family center has been painted and new LED
lighting installed
• Demo the wall in the toddler area, early June

•
•
•
•

LED lighting installed in June
Walls painted in July
Flooring in July
Final cleaning by beginning of September

Sanctuary
• All painted
• LED sanctuary lighting installed in June-July
• LED platform lights, video, and broadcast
technology installed May-July
• Platform carpet installed in August
• Final cleaning by beginning of September
Canopy
• In front of Family Center, new decking, June
• In front of Sanctuary, new structure, July-August.
• Final inspection, end of September
We are also grateful for how God has moved His people to
give generously toward this renovation for the future of First
Baptist. Not everything we had hoped for or talked about is
going to be possible because we have fallen short of our
financial goals. But God has also surprised FBC through the
Lerch Estate and other resources. A complete explanation of
all matters related to the renovation project will be discussed
at the July congregational meeting.
Please continue to pray, be patient, and be generous with
this project for the next generation of sharing the love of
Jesus.

THOUGHTS FROM CHRIS

Let’s talk about … ‘The Christian’s Goodnight’
By Pastor Christopher Osterbrock, associate pastor/youth
Adam was put to sleep by His Creator and woke up to a
perfect companion. The young Samuel slept peacefully
until awakened by the voice of the Lord calling him. Jonah
slept in the boat and was tossed by the waves and thrown
overboard for the will of God. Lots of things happen when
we go to sleep … I’m doubtful they’ve been as perplexing
as what we so often find in Scripture! But there is mention
in Scripture about going to sleep. Proverbs 3:24 reads,
“When you lie down, you will not be afraid; Yes, you will lie
down and your sleep will be sweet” (NKJV).
We will come to restless nights, bad dreams don’t cease
with childhood, toil and suffering, sickness and stress are
promised as the world groans for the New Eden coming
down out of heaven from God. Yet we’re assured, sleep is
a gift. Have you ever slept so well you woke up ready to
dance? That’s the kind of foretaste we have of the
restfulness and rejuvenation of our eternity with the Good
Shepherd.
The hymn that I think of in Proverbs 3:24 is the same that
was song for the memorial of one of my favorite preachers
Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834–1892). [It also happened
to be regularly sung by the Grateful Dead … but we won’t
get into that!] Sarah Doudney’s hymn, “The Christian’s
Goodnight,” isn’t so frequent these days but see if you
know it:
Sleep on, beloved, sleep, and take thy rest;
Lay down thy head upon thy Savior’s breast;
We love thee well, but Jesus loves thee best––
Goodnight! Goodnight! Goodnight!

Until the shadows from this earth are cast;
Until He gathers in His sheaves at last;
Until the twilight gloom be over past––
Goodnight! Goodnight! Goodnight!
Doesn’t that paint for you such a lovely serene picture? I
just want to sit on the couch, with a couple logs on the fire,
and drift off into a week-long nap to that hymn. But therein
is the assurance we have. Can you imagine living a day
without a single thought of struggle, hunger, stress, or
pain? The Lord is your shepherd and someday soon you
shall not want! Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be
sweet.
One day you’ll wake and find your days unending and
your best friend is guiding you in the land of rest.
Proverbs 3:26, “The Lord is your confidence,” your
conviction, and your great rest. His Spirit regenerated you
unto salvation, will His Spirit not likewise bring you
relaxation as you cast your anxieties, bad dreams, and
racing thoughts upon him. And if he gives a thorn in your
sleep, in your mental health, in your physical ailments, it is
not because He doesn’t love you, it’s because He is going
to magnify the rest you hope for.
How much greater can He grow your confidence, that
even through all this you hold the promise of final rest in
the Garden with Him? Let’s practice thinking and delighting
on this picture as we head to bed this night; take your rest
in Jesus’ name. Perhaps we’ll find our anxieties, worries,
doubts, and fears a little less each morning as we practice
resting in Jesus.

_______________________________________________________________________

FIRST KIDS

The five fingers of Bible study
By Claire Metzger, director of children’s ministry
With school out for the summer, we are making plans with
the kids for fun days and activities. We will continue to do
some schoolwork during the summer as we don’t want our
children to forget their skills. With all this free time we have
had I have felt the need to help my children understand why
we need to read the Bible at home and not just at church.
Psalm 1:2 says, “but whose delight is in the law of
the Lord, and who meditates on his law, day and night.” I’m
sharing how we’ve been meditating on our Bible readings as
a family.
Here is a 5-finger method to reading the Bible as a family
with children.
Hearing:
Children should hear the Bible being taught, which is why it
is important to go to church and listen to our teachers share
Scriptures. This isn’t an option right now, however, we are
sharing Biblical content in FBC’s private Facebook group.
It’s important to hear the Bible being taught because as it
says in Romans 10:17, “Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word about Christ.” Hearing the Bible taught gives us
different insights and challenges our understanding to grow
and children need to grow!
Reading:
Children should be read to and read the Bible often. It can
be hard to start a new routine, but once you get into the habit
of reading the Bible daily with your children it really sticks.
Revelation 1:3 reminds us: “Blessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who
hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the
time is near.”
Joshua 1:8 also tells us that we should read the Bible day
and night. We start reading a family devotion together after
breakfast. We have been using “Our Daily Bread for Kids” by
Crystal Bowman and Teri McKinley for over a year now and
we love the short 365 meaningful moments with God. Each
day has a short devotion and a verse to meditate on and a
fun fact. This has led to lively discussion in our family and
often we come back to the key verse as God has perfect
timing.
Study:
Studying the Scriptures allows God’s Word to speak
directly to our hearts — to correct, encourage, and edify us.
Writing down discoveries helps us to organize and remember
them.
As a family you can look at story or section of the Bible and
study it in several ways, you can look up words that the
children don’t understand. A great way to study with younger
children is to rewrite a verse in a simple way. Ask them to
summarize the verse in their own words, this shows that they
understand what they have read.

Our children love illustrating and journaling, which is
another good way to study a scripture. By asking the children
to draw a picture of what they read, it shows their
understanding and helps it to stick in their minds. Children
could also act out what they have been studying as a way to
show they understand and to help remember what they have
read. Acts 17:11 tells of people who “searched the scriptures
day after day”. So studying our Bible daily as a family
teaches our children that it is important.
Memorizing:
Most Christians can recall a Bible verse (John 3:16), but
why do we learn them? Memorizing God’s Word trains us to
use of the Sword of the Spirit when we are faced with
temptations and opposition by Satan. By holding passages
from the Bible in our minds we are also able to have them
readily available for witnessing or in encouraging others with
a “word in season” (2 Timothy 4:2).
Often, we can recall verses in times of stress and God
reminds us of His blessings. We can memorize verses with
songs, motions and repetitions. There are many Christian
groups that have songs to help us learn verses. Seeds
Family Worship has many CDs and digital downloads, all of
which are Scriptures to music.
Prayer:
We definitely need prayer when reading our Bibles. I like to
pray with my children after reading our Bibles, we often pray
before also, but we talk to God about what we have learned
and ask Him to keep it in our minds throughout the day and
teach us. Psalm 119:105 tells us that God’s word is a lamp
for our feet and a light on our path. Children can pray and
talk to God and inviting them to pray after sharing time
reading and studying the Bible brings them into conversation
with God.
We have several different types of devotions and Bible
plans that we use as a family, if you want more information
on what plans we use, please contact me and I’ll share
various material that we use.

GUEST COLUMN

A re-introduction
By Thomas Ellison
I started attending FBCH in the first grade, when a VBS
flyer showed up at my door of my family home in Southern
Hills. Since my parents didn’t attend, Jack Young would
pick me up in the church van to bring me to my teachers
Nellie Wardlow and Margie Mays. Those saints would be
followed by others including Linda Hoover, Dorothy
Hollowell, Jerry Wallace and Dennis Dudley.
I attended Sunday School with classmates such as Josh
and Mark Braun, Jay Wallace, Mike Shallow and Drew
Schramm.
I went on mission trips to St. Louis, Arizona, Kentucky,
and Cuba with leaders Laurin Sprague, Dick Inloe and Mike
Braun.
I accepted Christ in the basement of Bill Brantingham’s
house during a neighborhood VBS. Bill used to say he liked
living on the same street as me, so he wasn’t the ugliest
guy on the block.
The Wades were my adopted church family. I remember
the first time I drank ginger ale was at their house as
George showed me a piece of the Titanic that his dad
worked on. I sat next to Shirley in “big church” listening to
Pastor Den.
My best friend to this day is Brian Martin, who was the
youth pastor at FBC Hamilton for most of high school.
More recently I have had church leaders such as Larry
Bowling take me under their wing to mentor and show me
ways to serve.
I find it cathartic to look back on the ways God has
impacted my life through FBCH. Many of you, and those
who are in Heaven, have made me who I am. (Now we
know who to blame.)
His work is evident as a shroud of protection over my life
at important fork-in-the-road moments. He does it for all of
us, we just need to notice.
Now I attend FBCH with my wife, Brianne, and my four
girls Emma Grace, Elizabeth Faith, Eden Hope and Ella
Joy. My wife serves on the board of Christian education,
while I learn from Dave Hall and other elders on the board
of trustees. My girls are now wreaking the same havoc in
Sunday School I did 25 years ago.
At Easter, I was writing an article like this for the April
newsletter. I wrote about the future. We didn’t print that
letter because the pandemic suddenly made everything
halt. The future is now in more question than ever. Every

day there are changes that would have taken weeks or
months before the pandemic started. Generally speaking, the
future inherently elicits one of two emotions: fear or hope.
Fear — if I don’t drop this weight, I’ll have a heart attack.
Fear – if the economy tanks, I’ll lose my job. Fear — if I don’t
get good grades, I won’t get into the school I want. Hope — if
I lose weight, I’ll be more desirable. Hope — if I make this
sale, I’m gonna get a huge bonus. Hope — if I get an A, I’ll
get a full ride.Of course, the Bible is not silent on this issue.
Philippians 4:6-7 says “do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.”
It is the leaders’ responsibility to look to the future and
embrace the hope. The hope of losing that weight, landing
that sale, getting that “A”, and overcoming a global
pandemic. At the start of this year members of the church
were asked to read Thom Rainer’s book, Anatomy of a
Revived Church. The thesis of which is to change or risk
dying as a church. With recent events we’ve been forced to
change in unplanned ways, emphasizing print, radio, and
digital. This doesn’t mean we change what we believe or
abandon our past. Our past is what makes us who we are.
It’s what made me who I am.
I don’t know what tomorrow holds, but I’m looking forward
to returning to a ‘new normal’. I encourage you all to join
leadership in being prayerful about the future. That FBCH
can be a leader in opening up the right way and in the right
time. We know that God’s got this. Even if we don’t know
what ‘this’ is yet.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Gospel Project
As of May 24, 2020 we are in the book of 1 Samuel. The Gospel Project is a three-year chronological journey
through the Holy Bible. First Baptist launched The Gospel Project in August 2019. For printable guides, see a
member of the staff or print one off from www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/gospelproject. If you need The Gospel
Project calendar for children, that is online at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/gospelprojectkids.
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FIRST STUDENTS MINISTRY

FIRST KIDS MINISTRY

Students will be
getting back together soon

Vacation Bible School will be
different this summer

First Students Ministry has experienced an interesting
few months! Though we have not met since March, we
have a loving and compassionate team of leaders who are
investing in our students with calls, notes, and we even had
a parade for graduates. Throughout June we will be
working toward a slow and steady move forward into
regular FSM life. Our break-out groups, guys and girls
junior and senior high will meet in small group outdoor
sessions. As well, we’ll host a couple outdoor events, like a
cornhole tournament and some live acoustic worship. So
keep your eyes peeled for those announcements!
August will, prayerfully, look a lot more normal for our
church. We will remain safe, with smaller numbers and
social distancing in place (mirroring the school districts
processes), but we desire to meet and pour into our young
adult’s spiritual growth as a supplement to their family
worship. We know the Lord will work in our ministry as we
seek him first!
— Pastor Chris Osterbrock, associate pastor/youth

After much conversation and a lot of prayer, Claire
Metzger and I have decided to cancel this year's in-person
Vaction Bible School. Due to the pandemic quarantine, we
have not been able to move forward with things that
needed to be done throughout the past couple of months.
Instead, we will be hosting a virtual VBS as well as some
activities we will do outside and maybe even some
camping on our grounds. Don’t worry, there will be
activities for the kids at our church! We know they need
things to do and they need to be encouraged to build their
relationship with Christ.
We are still trying to put this all together and will get
dates and more information out to you soon. Thank you for
your understanding!

__________________________________________

Due to the pandemic, Kirkwood Camp & Conference
Center will not be hosting camps for youth this summer. It
won’t have anything on the grounds until at least
September. You may still register (for free) at www.
campkirkwood.net for virtual activities for your children.

Follow us at Instagram.com/fbch_students

— Katie Simpson, director of family ministries
_______________________________________________

Camp Kirkwood announces cancellations

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Through the COVID-19 quarantine, we’ve asked folks to fill out questionnaires so that we may share their profiles with the
church in an effort to better know one another. To fill one out, visit www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/profiles or call the church to
have a form mailed to you. Look for more submissions in the months ahead!

Mag Baker
First Baptist Church member Mag Baker says she can’t
remember a time she wasn’t in church, except maybe
some wild times in her 20s. Her grandfather was an
Episcopal minister, and she spent summers travelling with
him and her grandmother to Grand Bend, Ontario, Canada.
He baptized Mag as an infant, and at age 12 she was
confirmed — similar to “going forward” in a Baptist church.
She met her husband Jim when she was in her early 30s
and after praying for a good partner in life. “I know God put
us together,” she said. Mag joined Jim in attending First
Baptist in 1989, and they were married in 1990.
She was baptized in full immersion to become a member
at FBCH.
“I gladly went forward and again publically declared that
Jesus Christ was my Savior,” she said. “My Christian faith
has continued to deepen through the years at FBC.”
Mag works as the president and CEO of Butler County
United Way, which she has done since 2013. Before taking

that role, she was a
commercial banker at First
Financial. She also serves
on the Hamilton City Schools
Board of Education after
being elected to it last year.
At the church, Mag is part
of the Blended Worship
music team and is in the
adult choir. She also serves
as the church moderator,
leading business meetings
and organizing cabinet
communication.
“I am partial to the music ministry, but I love my church
family,” she said. “I know that I can reach out to anyone if I
need help or prayer, and I hope they feel the same way.”

DIGITAL MINISTRY
Since First Baptist Church of Hamilton began increasing online ministry in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve seen
increasing numbers in interactions not only from our own church family but many more. This is a look at how our digital
ministry is reaching people.

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE (PUBLIC)
www.facebook.com/fbchamilton
Our free, public page on Facebook remains our top
digital source for reaching people with our message. It has
become a hub of activity, with people who are members
plus people who are not interacting there. They are hearing
and reading the message through our daily videos and text
posts. Here is a look at the numbers showing how our
digital ministry on Facebook is worth our time, as the goal
is to reach souls for Christ.
Page followers as of May 21, 2020: 766
Page followers on May 21, 2019: 580

What is a page follower or “like”?
This is how many people on Facebook have visited our
page and choose to follow it to receive posts from us.
These are people who are deeply interested in our church
and our mission. This number exceeds our in-person
worship attendance and membership number. This likely
includes our own members, people in the community, folks
who live in other parts of the nation and world, and
missionaries.

link that was in the text of the post (oftentimes that is a link
to our website for more information or a link to tithing
online). The click-through is important.
On FBCH’s public Facebook page, engagement on our
Sunday Worship videos, which are published live, tends to
hover in the 200 range. On Sunday, May 17, our worship
video had 193 engagements with 104 reactions. These
are very good numbers! This means a lot of folks are
interacting with our worship service, and those of you who
watch on Facebook know this is not just our members, but
perhaps also folks in the community who were seeking a
church to follow, and former members of FBCH. Other high
“engagement” posts:
Worship on Sunday, May 3: Reach of 738, engagement of
236 with 135 reactions
Historical photos, posted April 30: Reach of 547,
engagement of 264 with 37 reactions
“Why did God let this happen?” A devotion by Pastor
Chris Osterbrock, posted April 29: Reach of 653,
engagement of 101 and 54 reactions

OUR WEBSITE

Organic page “reach”
“Reach” is the number of times a post was seen by
followers at least once. The metric is estimated by
Facebook. (“Organic” means we did not pay to have a post
seen, which FB does allow us to do to reach more people.)
Highest post reach from May 21, 2019 to May 21,
2020: 1,322 views on April 5, 2020. This was a Sunday
worship video, which published live and allowed folks to
say hello to one another in the comments section. The
reach on this was organic. Here is a look at other highperforming posts on our Facebook page from May 2020:
May 18: Pastor Chris Osterbrock was live with a message
about genealogy in the Bible. Reach: 517

www.FirstBaptistHamilton.org
We use a platform called Weebly to host our church’s
website. It provides us with data that shows how many
unique (individual) visitors come to our site, and with which
content they interact.
From May 21, 2019 to May 21, 2020:
• 10,654 unique visits. That is INDIVIDUALS who visited
our website at some point, not returning users. It’s a
1,972% increase over the previous year! This is likely
because we’ve added so much more content plus going alldigital during the pandemic. We had daily visitors of 20-30
all the way until March 15, 2020 when we spiked to more
than 100 — our final Sunday open before the pandemic
shut us down.

May 17: Pastor Dan Clemens did a walk-through of
renovations occurring at the church. Reach: 448
May 6: Pastor Chris Osterbrock was live with a message
about the importance of praying together. Reach: 463

What is “engagement”?
Post engagement is one of the most important metrics for
our Facebook page. It shows that our followers find the
content important enough to either share with others to
whom they are linked, they “liked” or gave another
emotional click to the post, or they clicked through from a

May 21,
2019

March 15,
2020

DIGITAL MINISTRY
Continued from previous page
While our website numbers spiked significantly in March,
they have decreased some through the pandemic. This is
likely because people have become accustomed to going
directly to the worship videos on Facebook and do not
need to first visit the website for the links.
Other website data from May 21, 2019-May 21, 2020:
• Highest day of visits: Sunday, March 22, 2020 with 235
uniques (individuals, not repeat clicks)
• Average pages per visit: 2.48. This means folks aren’t
just staying on the homepage, they are clicking through to
at least two other pages. This number is important for how
we organize information on the website and choosing
which ministries we want to be at the forefront.
• 25,656 is the number of page views in the last year.
This is a huge number for a mid-sized church! Our website
is very active and we must continue to keep it fresh with
content and make it a place people want to come to learn
more about Christ.
Most popular sections of our website in the past month:
1) The homepage
2) Day of Prayer
3) Give (tithing online)

4) Photo contest (a digital contest launched for the youth)
5) Staff
6) Gospel Project
The Latino Ministry also has a page on our site that Pastor
Rubén updates. It includes a tithing link.
What is “source” in relation to our website?
“Source” is super important. This refers to the place where
the person found our website. Our top source is Google.
People are searching First Baptist Church or looking for a
local church, and they have gone to Google to do so. We
have a budget line item to pay for Google searches to
direct folks to our website. From April 21 to May 21, 2020,
here’s a look at our source numbers:
Google: 236
Facebook: 157
Bing: 48
MailChimp (emails): 23
Cincinnati Bell search: 14
In total, our digital ministry has skyrocketed, spurred by the
need for online communication through the pandemic. This
will likely translate into recurring digital interaction from
these folks, which means we must continue to focus on this
ministry.
Data and insights compiled by Mandy Gambrell, office administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

On the radio: 9:30 a.m. Sundays on 1450 WMOH
Amazon Echo: “Alexa, play 1450 WMOH”
Google Home: “OK Google, play 1450 WMOH”

PHOTOS FROM OUR ARCHIVES

See more on our Facebook page!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

June 1
Ken Dulli
Evon Laubenstein
Melissa Specht
June 2
Trina Sanchez
June 4
Trevor Allen
June 6
Bob Cassady
William Coots
Lois Ross
Betty Schwab
June 7
Andy Braun
Rob VanMeter

June 8
Jim Beltz

June 15
Finley Drew

June 9
Katie Simpson (this
staffer turns 40!)

June 16
Sue Gambrell-Peace

June 10
Sheryl Thiemann
June 12
Randy Specht Jr.
June 13
Duke Baker
Dan Brandenburg
Madi Dehoyos
Audrey Wallace
Alex West
June 14
Emma Owens

June 18
Mary Walker
June 19
Mark Whipple
June 20
Joe Ford
Nathan Sommers
Johnnie Wallace
June 21
Gary Durbin
Dick Inloes

June 22
Kathy Click
Jenna Huff
June 27
Mary Law
Sophie Yantes
June 30
Neil Burtis
Pat Millard

Note: If you notice
your birthday missing,
it is simply because
the office doesn’t
have it on file. Please
email or call the
church to let us know.

THANK YOU
From Dave & Linda Wycliffe, Bible Translators
Friends at Hamilton FBC, it has been a strange couple of
months for us all. Linda and I are well and I’m able to do all
my work at home. I’m thankful for that; We’re thankful for
you all as well. Your prayers and gifts are truly appreciated.
God’s work of Bible translation continues on, in spite of the
challenges. We know He will complete His work. We’re
thankful to be part of that also. God bless.
_______________________________________________
________________________________________________________

OUR STAFF
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Clemens (513) 341-1965………….…Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Osterbrock …….……Associate Pastor & Youth
Katie Simpson………………………….…..Director of Family Ministries
Claire Metzger……………………….….Director of Children’s Ministries
Roger Chamberlain………………..………Director of Blended Worship
Shon Morgan………….…Director of Modern Worship & Small Groups
Rubén Calzado-Rosado …………..……………Director of Latino Ministries
(meets at St. Clair Ave. Baptist)

Laurin Sprague……………………………..……..Director of Adult Choir
Mandy Gambrell…………………………….……….Office Administrator
________________________________________________________

WE’RE ONLINE
Visit us at
firstbaptisthamilton.org
and click “resources”
for audio and video
podcasts, newsletters,
announcements
and more!

__________________________________________
International Ministries turns 206

/firstbaptisthamilton
@fbchamilton
@fbchamilton

____________________________________________

This newsletter is a monthly publication of The First Baptist
Church of Hamilton, Ohio. The deadline to submit articles is
the 15th of each month. Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel
International Ministries, also known as the American
Clemens. Editor: Mandy Gambrell, Our purpose statement:
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, celebrated 206 years on
We are believers in Jesus Christ, called of God, Gathering
May 21, 2020. IM works cross-culturally to invite people to
for Worship, Instruction, and Fellowship … Scattering for
become disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim, through
Care, Evangelism and Transformation of the World for His
both word and deed, God's reign of justice, peace and
Kingdom.
abundant life for all creation.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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