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Vision 2020: Our church will serve — and dream
It was June 8, 1968.
“He was 36, and he had lost two brothers to assassins: first
President John F. Kennedy, then presidential candidate
Robert F. Kennedy. Inside St Patrick’s Cathedral in New York,
before 2,100 people wearing black, the last surviving
Kennedy brother, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, began his
unannounced eulogy for Bobby.”
“It had been three days since Bobby Kennedy was shot at
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, just moments after
celebrating his win in the California Democratic presidential
primary. The nation was in shock, still reeling from the
assassination of civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., two
months earlier and the riots that followed. RFK’s presidential
bid had inspired hope that turned to despair.
“At the end of the eulogy, Ted Kennedy’s voice quavered over the
words with which he left the crowd.
“My brother need not be idealized, or enlarged in death
beyond what he was in life; to be remembered simply as a
good and decent man, who saw wrong and tried to right it,
saw suffering and tried to heal it, saw war and tried to stop it,”
he said. “Those of us who loved him and who take him to his
rest today, pray that what he was to us and what he wished
for others will some day come to pass for all the world. As he
said many times, in many parts of this nation, to those he
touched and who sought to touch him.
“He paused, regaining his composure to quote Bobby a final
time: “Some men see things as they are and say why. I
dream things that never were and say why not.”
(Source: washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/06/08/thosehe-touched-ted-kennedys-heartbreaking-eulogy-for-his-slainbrother-bobby/)

1968: The culture of our country was torn and divided. The
First Baptist Church of Hamilton was making plans to build a
new building on top of “Mount Baptist”. They wanted to be a
“light on the hill” to reach people for Christ. Hopes and
dreams were ripe and faithful people, our spiritual forbearers,
pushed into uncharted waters as they faced a new decade
with faith and courage.
Here we are 52 years later. Poised to grasp a new decade of
ministry, 2020, we are looking into a misty future in a nation
who is tried of malice and hatred. What is to come? Is there
hope for a better tomorrow? Dare we “dream things that

never were and say why not”? I think we must. First Baptist
Hamilton must look to our Savior Jesus Christ and see a
decade and beyond of ministry and mission which is pointing
the way to hope, peace, love, faith and an eternal
relationship to God our Father.
Look at our heritage as a congregation.
“The Hamilton-Rossville Baptist Church was organized in
1829…” We are connected to those 191 years ago as the first
Baptist witness in this Miami valley. “In 1841 the church
officially organized as the First Baptist Church of Hamilton,
Ohio. Little did that small band of believers, gathered in the
home of Dr. Loami Rigdon, dream what great things God had
in store for First Baptist Church. For through her doors would
enter children, youth, and adults who would, in time, confess
Christ as Savior, follow Him in the waters of baptism, and
under the teaching and preaching of faithful ministers, prepare
themselves for daily living. And out of her doors would come
pastors, teachers, missionaries, directors of Christian
Education, and dedicated laymen, who would go forth and
witness to Christ’s saving grace and keeping power.” (Source:
firstbaptisthamilton.org/history.html)
We are the heirs of the challenge to “go forth and witness to
Christ’s saving grace and keeping power.” What shall 2020
hold? What can we know? What do we hope for and dream
of?
I pray to have 2020 Vision as we look into this new year, and
ahead to this critical decade, with eyes fixed on Christ.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)
1 Corinthians 13:12-13 cautions us regarding vision, “For
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully
known. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.”
In 2020 we must emphasis outreach as we seek to share the
gospel and invite children, youth, men and women of all ages
to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives.
Continued on Page 2
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We must make it our reason to exist to serve others and not
ourselves. How will you reach out to those you know who need
hope, love, and Jesus? Relationship, prayer, a verbal witness
and invitation are the keys to reaching people for Christ. We
will provide opportunities for you to share and invite people to,
but let me be clear, outreach is about sharing the love of Jesus
not just about having events and programs. We will develop
new and reinforce existing groups to both draw people and
give people community. New community groups, Alpha,
Griefshare, Financial Peace University, Married People,
MOPS/MOMS, Fight Club (men’s discipleship), First Students
Ministry, First Kids Ministry, sports teams, and other groups will
be continuing/beginning in 2020. We will serve in ministry and
mission to reach our community and world.
2020 will be a year of construction as we renew this wonderful
facility with which we have been entrusted. The lower level is
presently in full construction. Carpets and ceiling tiles are
removed. The walls of the future children’s worship center are
being prepared to be removed and to enlarge the space.
Doors have been cut in the walls of the locker-rooms to build a
future children’s ministry work room and storage. Floors and
plumbing are prepared for the installation of children’s
restrooms near the entrance to the children’s wing. Colors for
paint, hard-surface flooring, and carpet have been selected
and be installed in the next few months. The goal is to be
ready for our largest children and family outreach, Vacation
Bible School on July 6-10, 2020.
Also, lighting plans are being finalized and we will begin
replacement of LED high efficiency lights throughout the entire
building by Easter, April 12, 2020. In July, the project will move

to the upper level and will include new ceilings, hard-surface
flooring, paint to the Family Center halls and rooms, and
moving the main office. Then sanctuary updates to the
platform and canopy will be completed.
2020 will be about leadership development. I am proud and
excited about the leadership team we have in our ministry
staff. We are blessed with anointed and gifted men and women
who will lead us to new places of witness and growth. I am
also pleased with our lay leaders who take responsibility for
serving our congregation and community. I will intentionally
mentor, disciple, and serve with our leadership as we follow
Christ in mission and ministry. (And, to allay any hope or fear, I
do not plan to retire in 2020.)
We enter our sixth year of the intentional revitalization of our
congregation to reach the next generation while caring for the
present generation. We have made much progress. We have a
long way to go. As we seek to be the followers of Jesus in this
time in history, I meditate on that challenging query, “Some
men see things as they are and say why. I dream things that
never were and say why not.” We must dare to do all things
necessary to reach this generation even if they have never
been done before. We must “lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely [to this generation], and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith…”
These are exciting times! This will be the greatest decade of
ministry for First Baptist Church Hamilton if we are faithful to
follow Jesus. I look forward with great anticipation to serving
Jesus with you this year, 2020! To God be the glory! Great
things He is DOING!

Be the Light!
Pastor Dan
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Missions
MIssionaries for the month of January:

Taku & Katie Longkumer
India
Rev. Taku and Rev. Katie Longkumer serve as country cocoordinators for India, providing mission organization for
International Ministries personnel and partners in the country.
They also serve as advisors and consultants to the Baptist
Churches Council in Eastern India and to the Council of
Baptist Churches in North East India (CBCNEI).
Taku works with CBCNEI and its six member conventions
to strengthen mission training, supervision, caring and support,
while Katie’s focus is promoting worship and providing
counseling training.
Katie and Taku also serve with the India Mission
Coordination Committee, which strengthens network and
mission cooperation of Baptist churches in India.
Bible book of the month ………………………………… Romans
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 5:1 (RSV)

The shoeboxes came pouring in!
Thank you, congregation, for supporting the shoebox project
again this year. Because of you, many children and families
around the world will be blessed and have the chance to hear
about Jesus and His love.
During our collection week Nov. 19-25, 2019, 29 volunteers
worked a total of 177 hours! We processed 3,143 boxes – 750
more than last year. Our church members contributed 222
boxes – 27 more than last year. In addition, our Kids Church
kids worked many hours to organize our Pick Up Party. They
did a great job!
This project is a wonderful opportunity for people of all ages
to participate and bring joy to others during the Christmas
season. Continue to pray for the distribution teams and the
shoebox recipients. Thanks for your contributions.
In His service,
Nancy Whipple

Join us in volunteering at Matthew 25: Ministries
We will be making our monthly trip to Matthew 25: Ministries in
Kenwood on Thursday, Jan. 23. This is a day of fellowship, fun
and working for the Lord. All ages are welcome. Please be at
First Baptist Church Hamilton at 8:30 a.m. to ride the bus. We
will return at around 3 p.m. You will need to bring a sack lunch
and beverage for yourself.
__________________________________________________

SOX BOX to be filled throughout the winter
We are collecting winter accessories for local people in need.
These are given to Open Hands Food Pantry, who spend
Saturdays providing lunch, sharing the gospel, and distributing
gloves, scarves, socks, hats etc. Mickey and Joey Mackey are
a Christian couple whose outreach is in the park at Campbell
Avenue and Seventh Street in Hamilton. We can help them
with this ministry by collecting new or gently used winter gear.
We'll continue through the winter. Look for the boxes marked
Sox Box in the lobby.
— Diana Bueker, Tabitha Ministry

The Gospel Project: Sunday sermons
Volume 2: Out of Egypt
Unit 4: God's People in Egypt
Jan. 5: Session 6, God Delivers His People
Exodus 13-15; Pastor Dan Clemens
Unit: 5: Toward the Promised Land
Jan. 12: Session 1, A test in the Wilderness
Exodus 15-17; Pastor Dan Clemens
Jan. 19: Session 2, A Leader's Wisdom
Exodus 18; Pastor Dan Clemens
Jan. 26: Session 3, A Law for God's People
Exodus 19-20; Pastor Chris Osterbrock
First Baptist Church Hamilton is on a three-year journey
through ‘The Gospel Project.” If you want more information
about this, go online to thegospelproject.org. Each unit has a
packet of information those who attend church on Sundays
may pick up at the Welcome Center in the sanctuary lobby.

_____________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Are you on the ‘one call’ list?
First Baptist Church Hamilton occassionally sends out
automated phone calls regarding various pieces of information.
We have different lists for separate groups, including an allchurch call, prayer requests call, parents, community groups,
King’s Kids, KeenAgers, circles and more.
If you don’t get any calls but wish to join a group list, call
Mandy Gambrell in the church office and she’ll get you added.
The number to call is (513) 868-1412.
__________________________________________________

Please return items to church kitchen
If you have borrowed any items from the church kitchen, we
need them back. We’re often missing steam pans. Also, if you
have dish towels and industrial oven mitts in good condition
you would like to donate, the church always needs those.
__________________________________________________

Folding chairs still available
First Baptist still has its yellow folding chairs and a couple
racks that are free to take if you’re in need of them. We’ve sold
and donated the majority of them, but there are a few left and
we’d like them to be gone soon. We have new blue seats that
were first in use at the annual Christmas Banquet in
December. If you or your group/business want chairs, just stop
by the church during regular business hours to haul them. You
may take any quantity until they are gone.
__________________________________________________

We’re seeking volunteers
Do you have a passion for helping in children’s ministry but
haven’t plugged in to FBCH’s First Kids Ministry? Pray about it,
because maybe now is the time! Visit the children’s check-in
area where you’ll find cards to fill out and submit to let us know
where you are willing to help. We need you!

Midweek resumes Jan. 8
Our Wednesday night activities, which we call “Midweek,”
resume on Jan. 8. This includes First Kids, First Students,
Adult Bible Study and Prayer, Ladies Bible Study, MOPS/
MOMSNext and open gym basketball for men.
__________________________________________________

Our Daily Bread devotionals always available
in church office
First Baptist Church Hamilton often receives shipments of the
Our Daily Bread devotional booklets. You may pick one up in
the church office. There is a donations box by the booklets.
__________________________________________________

Present and former deaconesses to meet

New community group hosting open house

Those who are former and current members of the Deaconess
board are meeting at 4:30 p.m. Sunday. Jan. 5. This is a
planning session for the new year. It takes place in Room 207
at FBCH.
__________________________________________________

A new community group will soon launch and is open to adults
who are seeking to find their place in the church. It is open to
those ages 25-45 years old. The open house will be from
7-8:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 27 in the church library. The group is
led by Julie Yantes. Text or call her at (614) 353-7577 for more
information. Snacks will be provided.

No Womens Circle meeting this month

__________________________________________________

The monthly meeting of the ABW’s Smith and Abell circles is
canceled for the month of January. The meeting resumes in
February.

Annual vision retreat set for Jan. 11

__________________________________________________

We need your help feeding the hungry
First Baptist Church will again serve a meal to those in need in
Hamilton. We need volunteers to help serve the food and to
clean up. This will happen on Saturday, Jan. 4 at First United
Methodist Church on Ludlow Street. Teens and adults are
encouraged to help. Please arrive by 10:30 a.m. and plan to
be there until around 1:30 p.m. Sign up on the bulletin board
near the Family Center, closest to the office.
__________________________________________________

Pastors will compete during
Bible Trivia and Potluck Night
We’ll be hosting an evening of fun and fellowship at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 12 in the Family Center. Four pastors will face off
to see who can correctly answer questions about the Bible.
Folks may support them by putting cash or change in buckets
for the pastors they think may win. The pastors will be donating
the money to the FBC group or charity of their choice. All who
attend are asked to bring a potluck dish to share and to bring
your own beverages.
__________________________________________________

All members welcome at congregational meeting
Our annual congregational meeting will take place following
the Modern Worship service on Sunday, Jan. 19. All church
boards will give reports. The meeting is in Room 200.
__________________________________________________

Seniors invited to dine together in January
The Keenagers group, for seniors who attend First Baptist, will
gather for lunch at 11:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 20 at Bob Evans
on Route 4 in Fairfield Twp. (near the Bypass). Sign up to
attend on the Keenagers bulletin board by the Family Center.
Those who go will buy their own lunch.

Anyone at First Baptist Church who is a leader or is interested
in leadership and the vision of First Baptist is invited to attend
the annual vision retreat. It is set for 8:30 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Jan. 11 in Room 200. Breakfast refreshments will be
served. Please indicate on your Connect Card if you plan to
attend.
__________________________________________________

Ladies Bible studies meet this month
There are two Bible studies open to any ladies who attend
FBC Hamilton beginning in January. One is meeting
Wednesday evenings, and the other is a morning study.
Marjorie Corley leads a group presently studying Ten Women
of the Bible at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays. The first meeting is
Jan. 8.
The other study meets at 9:30 a.m. on the first and third
Fridays of the month beginning January 17. This study is led by
Mary Brown, and includes a workbook called "Rooted." It is
designed to focus on all stages of our faith, connecting with God,
connecting with the church, and connecting with our purpose.
Workbooks are $15 and will be available at the first meeting. For
more information, see Marjorie, Mary or Diana Bueker.
_________________________________________________

MOPS/MOMSNext
Mothers of school-aged children from throughout the region
are welcome to attend our next monthly meeting. It is set for
9:45-11:45 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 21 in Room 200 at First Baptist
Church Hamilton. Childcare is provided — drop-off for kids
begins at 9:30 a.m. The group will do a craft, eat some
breakfast (please bring a food dish to share), and have coffee.
The guest speaker is Jennifer from ToGather.
Feel free to bring friends who are moms as this is a good
time of fellowship and doing something for yourself.
The monthly “Moms Night Out” meetup will happen at 6:30
p.m. Jan. 24. We’ll let you know on Facebook and in a Sunday
morning bulletin where we’re going.
Last month’s “Moms Night Out” included nearly 20 moms
and child caretakers who met at Brio for dinner and then went
shopping for a Secret Santa gift to exchange with each other.
The group met up at Molly’s Cupcakes for that. It was a fun
night.
— The MOPS/MOMSNext steering committee

First Kids Ministry

Child care schedule
Nursery (morning), 1-2 year olds
Jan 5: Mary and Randy Specht
Jan 12: Thomas and Brianne Ellison
Jan 19: Mary and Randy Specht
Jan 26: Cindy and Gary Osterbrock
KiddieChurch
Jan 5: Katie Spradling and Juli Ford
Jan 12: Chris and Claire Metzger
Jan 19: Randy and Melissa Specht
Jan 26: Sharon Brewer and Camden Lamb
Kinderchurch
Jan. 5: Cheryl Motzer and Becky Simpson
Jan. 12: Dorothy Hollowell and Jill O’Hara
Jan. 19: Cheryl Motzer and Becky Simpson
Jan. 26: Dorothy Hollowell and Jill O’Hara
KidsChurch helpers
Jan 5: Mary Brown
Jan 12: Cathi Thomas
Jan 19: ***Volunteer needed***
Jan 26: Janet and Mike Moore

What is happening on Wednesdays?
Wednesday night First Kids activities start back up on Jan. 8. Sixth-graders
are now with the First Students Ministry (youth group), which starts at 6 p.m.
and runs until 7:30 p.m. Children younger than that meet from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
For Jan. 8, we are encouraging First Kids to dress up as what they would like
to be when they grow up. First- through fifth-graders get Bible Bucks if they
dress up. Please bring your books on Jan. 8 so we can total up your Bible
Bucks! We will have the store open on Jan. 15.
Don’t forget to wear your First Kids T-Shirts, bring canned goods to donate
and most importantly — bring your friends!
We continue to follow The Gospel Project with the rest of the church. We
hope families are discussing the weekly readings and memorization verses at
home.
— Katie Simpson and Claire Metzger
_____________________________________________________________

Where the donated food goes
Each Wednesday, the children who attend First Kids Ministry activties are
asked to bring a can of nonperishable food to donate. The food is taken to
Laurel Avenue Church of Christ in Hamilton, where a food pantry is available
to assist people in our community who are in need.

2020 Greeter Schedule

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2020 Greeter Schedule

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 1
Pat Brown
Janet Hetterich
Jan. 2
Charlotte Day
Tina Monhollen
Jan. 3
Fuz Buchanan
Jan. 4
Emily Fahrenholz
Felicity Hines
Jan. 6
Brian Begley
Jan. 7
Brenda Roddy

Jan. 19
Ed Dawson
Jan. 20
Dakota Jackson
Jan. 22
Jeffrey D. Miller
Jan. 23
Tracy Beltz
Carla Tamplin
Jan. 24
Larry Wallace
Jan. 25
Scott Dawson
Evelyn Maddox

Jan. 8
Florence Jones
Thelma Stanger

Jan. 26
Chase Jackson
Ralph Lenehan
Sydney Schramm

Jan. 9
Robert Abney
Cameron Chaney

Jan. 27
Kelley Jones
Candace Yates

Jan. 10
Mark Schumm

Jan. 28
Lisa Rankey
Amy Wallace

Jan. 11
Hannah Ruwe
Jan. 14
Jesse Brown
Nicole Campbell
Elyse Hendrickson
Norma Winkler
Jan. 15
Aubrey Jordon
Jan. 16
Ron Lakes
Sheryl Morrow
Jan. 17
Mike Moore
Jan. 18
Rachael Click

Jan. 29
Verna Pickett
Nancy Hoskins
Jan. 30
Mag Baker
Teri Guynes
Orville Madden
Bob Thiemann
Jan. 31
Robert F. Williams
Becca Yantes
Note: Please call the
church office if you
notice that one of your
family members has
been inadvertently
overlooked on the
birthday calendar.

JANUARY 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

9a

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Pastors live
on Facebook
page

9:30a Open gym
for children

9a Men’s prayer
gathering

Church closed

5

6

7

9:30a Sunday School
Traditional Worship
11a Sunday School
Modern Worship
12p Married People
Open House
5:30pGriefshare
6p Evening Service

12
9:30a Sunday School
Traditional Worship
11a Sunday School
Modern Worship
12p Married People
Open House
6 p Pastors Bible Trivia
and Potluck Event

19

9:30a Sunday School
Traditional Worship
11a Sunday School
Modern Worship
12p Annual
congregational
meeting
4:15p CE board,
diaoconate, missions
5:30pGriefshare
6p Evening Service

26
9:30a Sunday School
Traditional Worship
11a Sunday School
Modern Worship
12p Married People
Open House
5:30pGriefshare
6p
Evening Service

8
6p
First Students
6:30p First Kids
Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
MOPS/MomsNext
8p
Open gym (men’s
bball)

13
11a

14

Christian
authors book
club @
Fairfield library

27

21

28

11

17

18

MOMSNext
steering
committee
5:30p Trustees meet

16

9:30a Ladies Bible
Study
6:30p Moms Night
Out

22

23

5:30p TOTAL HEALTH
6p
First Students
6:30p First Kids
Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
MOPS/MomsNext
ALPHA
8p
Open gym (men’s
bball)

8:30a Matthew 25
volunteer day

29

30

5:30p TOTAL HEALTH
6p
First Students
6:30p First Kids
Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
MOPS/MomsNext
ALPHA
8p
Open gym (men’s
bball)

10

12p MOPS/

5:30p TOTAL HEALTH
6p
First Students
6:30p First Kids
Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
MOPS/MomsNext
ALPHA
8p
Open gym (men’s
bball)

6:30p Cabinet
meeting

20

15

9

24

31

25

Moms Night Out (MOPS/MOMSNext)

Christmas Eve

December 2019 in photos

Musical Message/Cantata “Joy”

Christmas Eve Eve
Birthday Party
For Jesus

Thank You note
From Bernie and Martha Greisinger
Martha and I would like to thank all those who helped us on
Sunday, Dec 15, 2019 with Martha falling and my leg bleeding.
Martha cracked some bones in her left wrist and I cut my leg
on the car door. Thanks again.
__________________________________________________

Winter reminder
When the Hamilton City Schools are closed due to inclement
weather, First Baptist Church is also closed.
__________________________________________________

Giving envelopes for 2020 available
If you are a regular attender of First Baptist Church Hamilton
and donate offerings, there are pre-made giving envelopes for
you. Please check the table in the hallway near the santuary
restrooms for your book of envelopes. If you are an online
donor, there will not be envelopes with your name on them. if
you want those, please call the office at (513) 868-1412 or
email info@firstbaptisthamilton.org.
__________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

OUR STAFF
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Clemens (513) 341-1965…………Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Osterbrock ………Associate Pastor & Youth
Katie Simpson…………………………..Director of Family Ministries
Claire Metzger……………………….Director of Children’s Ministries
Roger Chamberlain……………………Director of Blended Worship
Shon Morgan…………Director of Modern Worship & Small Groups
Rubén Calzado-Rosado ……………………Director of Latino Ministries
(meets at St. Clair Ave. Baptist)

Laurin Sprague………………………………..Director of Adult Choir
Mandy Gambrell………………………………….Office Administrator
_____________________________________________________

Pray for our pastors and directors
The First Baptist Church Hamilton staff of ministers and
program directors will be working on plans for ministry for 2020
throughout the month of January. Please pray for their hearts
to recognize the plans our Lord wants them to see and put into
action. He has called them to lead our church and to keep it
growing. They are available to you if you need pastoring or
have questions. Most of our full-time staff work Sundays
through Thursdays and are out of the office on Fridays and
Saturdays. The office administrator is in Monday through
Friday during regular business hours and may assist you with
business, prayer requests and communications needs.
__________________________________________________

www.firstbaptisthamilton.org
First Baptist Church
1501 Pyramid Hill Blvd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Phone: (513) 868-1412

WE’RE ONLINE
Visit us at
firstbaptisthamilton.org
and click “resources”
for audio and video
podcasts, newsletters,
announcements
and more!

/firstbaptisthamilton
@fbchamilton
@fbchamilton

____________________________________________
“The Courier” is a monthly publication of The First Baptist
Church of Hamilton, Ohio. The deadline to submit articles is
the 15th of each month. Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Daniel
Clemens. Editor: Mandy Gambrell, Our purpose statement:
We are believers in Jesus Christ, called of God, Gathering
for Worship, Instruction, and Fellowship … Scattering for
Care, Evangelism and Transformation of the World for His
Kingdom.

