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Jesus Among
People

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but

in order that the world might be saved through him.'5

l

-JOHN 3:I6-I7

l
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Unit21, Session

Jesus Reveals His Power
Jesus taught with authority and performed
miracles to reveal that He is the Son of God.

Mark 1:2l-2:12

A display of power often exhibits not only authority but also identity. In the movie
The zncredibles, a family of superheroes has been forced into hiding, living as civilians in
the suburbs because of a change in the public's perception of superheroes. Bob Parr, the
father of this family, must hide his powers 50 that his identity as Mr. Incredible will not
be revealed.

Everybody knows who Mr. Incredible is by his powers of superhuman strength. On a
number of occasions, Bob has lost control of himself and displayed his extraordinary
strength in front of other civilians, resulting in multiple relocations of his family. But
when he lifts a car up above his head with the ease of lifting a baby and slams someone
through multiple walls as if they were made of paper, his secret identity becomes
apparent to all around him once again.
What are some other stories of people hiding their power in order to hide
theiridentity?

l
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Group Time
Jesus reveals His power (Mark 1:21-28).
21 And they went into Capernaurn, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered

the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he
taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out,
2/" ' "?at have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?
I know who you are-the Holy One of God." 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be
silent, and come out of him! " 26 And the unclean spirit, conmlsing him and crying
out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they
questioned among themselves, saying, ' "What is 'diis? A new teaching with authority!
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28 And at once his fame
spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
Jesus effortlessly revealed His authority through His teaching. He did not need to
convince anyone of His authority with eloquent speeches because His words spoke for
themselves. Jesus was able to teach in such a manner because His words came entirely
from His own authority. Jesus' speaking with such authority revealed who He is -the
Son of God-though the people did not recognize it at the time.
What makes someone recognizable and believable as an authority on
a subject?

Jesus also revealed His power through His miracles, such as casting a demon out of
a man. His power supersedes that of demons and every other creature. The typical
technique for exorcisms in lesus' day was to urge the demon out of someone by referring
to the power of one or multiple gods while using magical words and rituals. 1 Jesus,
however, cornrnanded the demon out of the man without reference to anyone else's
power because He is the Son of God, the Holy One of God, the One with all posver.
The New Testament points to the deity of Christ by showing
how He possesses attributes that

of God.

i

claims to be the

that only God performs, and how He Himself

l

He performs

alone possesses, how
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Jesus proclaims His purpose (Mark 1:35-38).
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were
with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, "Everyone is
looking for you." 38 And he said to them, "Let us go on to the next towns, that I may
preach ffiere also, for that is why I came out."

Jesus knew the purpose of His ministry, but the people around Him often
misunderstood it. Both the people of Capernaum and Jesus' own disciples got caught
up in Jesus' rising fame and miraculous healings and were unable to see Jesus' purpose
behind it all (Mark 1:21-34). But before we judge the disciples for missing the point, let
us pause to consider our own lives. How often does our purpose of sharing Christ's love
through the gospel get lost in our longings and distractions?
What are some things that may distract us from our purpose in life?

Jesus did not leave the world wondering what
His purpose on earth was. He declared with

clarity why He came-so we might know and
follow Him. Therefore, He gathered His disciples
to move on-out of Capernaum, away from
the fame and the crowds that sought after only
His miracles -in order that He might preach
elsewhere. The Son of God came to preach the
gospel to the world.

100

Voices from
the Church
"Jesus must be our model
as we seek to balance the

needs and aspirations
of the people with the
purposeful perspective of
our broader mission."2
-Dexter Maben
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Jesus displays His compassion (Mark 1:39-42).
39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out
demons. l"o And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, "If
you will, you can make me dean." 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and
touched him and said to him, "I will; be clean." 42 And immediately the leprosy left
him, and he was made clean.

lesus, being fully divine and fully human, experienced the full range of human
emotions as the incarnate Son of God in His ministry here on earth; so His heart
was moved by the suffering of our world. His heart of love for the Father and people
moved Him to action. Jesus carried the concerns of His Father and experienced them
completely as a human. lesus hates evil and the ways it causes destruction in the world,
so He reached out and healed the leper who had come to Him in faith-a perfectly just
and compassionate response.
What are some situations in your community that should move you to
act with the compassion of Christ?

When Jesus healed the man of leprosy, He embodied a drastic kind of compassion.
He entered directly into the man's undeanness to display His care. Touching this sick
man likely would have been revolting, unsettling, and made any person ceremonially
unclean. But Jesus, being the fulfillment of the law and the source of all holiness
(Matt. 5:17), valued compassionate action over the perceptions of people. He was
unafraid and unashamed to enter into this man's uncleanness to bring him out of it.
What kinds of fears or prejudices might hinder us from being moved
with the same compassionate action as that of Christ?

In the same way that Jesus' compassionate heart for the man with leprosy caused Him
to move toward, not away from, the leper, so too Jesus' compassion causes Him to move
toward us even in our sinfulness. It is God's nature to be merciful, and being fully God,
Jesus extends merciful compassion to those in need. Jesus did not leave us alone in
our diseased condition of sin; instead, He entered straight into it to heal us of it by the
gospel-by His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead for us.

l
Unit 21, Session l
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My Mission
Because we have experienced the power of Jesus to
save us from sin, we tell others about salvation

through Christ with compassion for them today
and concern for them for eternity.
*

How will you act in faith in light of the
power of the Son of God?
What are some ways your group can
display Jesus' compassion to address the
needs in your community?

102
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*

How wffll you adjust your priorities to
focus on your purpose of spreading the
gospel of Jesus Christ?

Voices from

Church History
"The life of a believer is a

series of miractes wrought
by 'the mighty God.' He is
migtity to keep His people
holy after He has made
them so, and to preserve
them until He brings to
completion their spiritual
existence in heaven."3

-Charles H. Spurgeon
(1834-1892)
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Daily Study
Read Mark 1:21-28
Consider how people respond to authority figures in their lives. Sure, sometimes we

hold them in high esteem, but there are plenty of times when people resent and reject
authority figures as well. We have a built-in tendency to struggle with authority because
it comes from outside of us and commands us to obey the will of another.

But the Jews in Capernai?irn marveled at the authority inherent in Jesus' teaching
and miracles. He was so unlike anything they had ever encountered. He presented
Himself as the reason to be heard, believed, and obeyed. With a mere statement, He
commanded a demon and it obeyed Him. So the question comes to us: "When you

read God's Word and observe the authority of Jesus throughout its pages, do you resist
and re)ecc Him or do you marvel, believe, and obey Him?"
How have you marveled at the Scriptures' testimony regarding Jesus,
the Son of God ?

Read Mark 1:29-34
The miracle stories in the Bible are fascinating as they reveal the power of God to
override the natural order of things for His glory. Most often these miracles also work
for the benefit and blessing of God's people. On this night in Capernaum, the Lord
Jesus healed numerous people, all those who were sick and demon-possessed in the
town. But He began with a more personal encounter as He healed Peter's mother-in-law;
Jesus healed her of a fever arid raised her up from her bed.
Word then spread of Jesus' exorcisms and healings. When God does the miraculous, it
draws attention. If we aren't careful, we may pull ffiat attention toward ourselves and
away from God, seeking our own glory instead of His. To this temptation, we should
learn from the mother-in-law. Miraculous healing, whether physical or spiritual-such
as salvation from sin-is not cause for sitting badc to relish in the attention but to serve
our Savior and direct attention to Him.

How are you serving your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, because of His
saving work in your life?

Unit 21, Session l
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Read Mark 1:35-38
Miracles, healings, exorcisms. Jesus was a busy man in His miiiistry to the town of
Capernaum. He displayed power beyond human comprehension and human ability,
so naturally, people wanted to see more. Everyone wanted to find lesiis so He could do
more to bless them and impress them.

But while the people sought Jesus, He was not seeking their attention. He sought to do
the will of His Father who sent Him into the world to save it. So, though He had been
healing people well into the night, He got up early to be alone with His Father and pray,
and then He got up to continue on His mission. The miracles were important, but the
message was paramount. He could have stayed to perform more miracles, but He left to

preach the message of the gospel in other villages. Miracles could heal the body, but the
message heals both body and soul for eternity.
What are some ways you need to prioritize the message of God's Word
in your life?

Read Mark 1:39-45
So much can be communicated by the human touch: love, friendship, sadness, and
much more. God created us with the capacity and need for human touch. Science shows

that human touch has great health benefits for the newborn and throughout life. One
psychologist even states that "everyday, incidental gestures [of touchl that we usually
take for granted . .. are our primary language of compassion, and a primary means for
spreading compassion." 4
So it should come as no surprise to us that Jesus would reach out in compassion and
touch a leper as He healed him of his skin disease. But this would have surprised the
Jewish audience looking on. Not only was the leper unclean from a skin disease, he
was undean in a religious sense, and both were contagious. To touch someone or
something undean was to become unclean yourself But Jesus touched the leper so that
His deanness would wash over the leper. Disease, sin, guilt, and shame-these stand no
chance before the compassionate touch of our Savior.
.'l

How have you experience4 compassion, even the compassion of Christ,
through the physical touch of another person?

i

I

104

I

Daily Discipleship Guide
@ 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources

Read Mark 2:1-12

You could focus on the paralytic, helpless yet cared for by others. You could focus on the
friends, who exhibited faith and brought their friend to Jesus to be healed. You could
focus on the scribes with their questions and assumptions. But to focus on them to the
exclusion of Jesus' words and works would be missing the point.

This isn't a story ultimately about the grace of friends; it is a story about the great grace of
God communicated through the Son of Man, God in the flesh. Previously in Capernaum,
Jesus had taught with authority and healed numerous people, and the people loved Him
for it. But now the scribes objected to His proclamation-only God can forgive sins! Of
course, that was the point. Jesus came into the world to forgive sins, to save sinners, and
His healing of the paralytic proved His ability to forgive sins. All glory to God!
How will your forgiveness in Christ lead you to glorify God in your words
and actions?

Encourage One Another
Join togetber uiitb 2-4 peoplefrom your group, or with yourfamily, sometime
during tbe week to r4ect 072 the session and to sbare bow God is uiorking aml
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
- Jesus reveals His power (Mark 1:21-28).
a Jesus proclaims His purpose (Mark 1:35-38).
- Jesus displays His compassion (Mark 1:39-42).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
1

What measures can we take to help one another make sure our life
goals align with Jesus' purpose in coming to earth?

l

What does a lack of compassion toward others indicate about our
perception of Jesus?

Unit 21, Session1
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Jesus Reveals His Mission
Jesus declared that He is the promised
Messiah and predicted that like the prophets, He too would be rejected
by the people.

Luke 4:14-31

Many stories are centered around a hero who fulfills an ancient prophecy, a "chosen
one" who saves the world as someone predicted they would long ago. For example,
in Toe Lion, tbe mtcb, ml the ?rdrobe by C. S. Lewis, the four protagonists, Lucy,
Edmund, Susan, and Peter Pevensie, are predicted to fulfill a prophecy. Their friends
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver tell the four siblings that there is a prophecy that says when two
Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve sit on the four thrones of Cair Paravel, then
the reign of the White Witch will be over and evil will be defeated. I Such stories are
compelling to us. The characters in these stories surely face a lot of opposition along
the way, but they stick to their purpose and persevere in their quest as they fulfill the
prophecies foretold about them.
?

What real-life prophecies have been foretold about believers in Christ?

l

r

106

i
l
l

Date of My Bible study:
@ 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources

Group Time
Jesus declared He is the Messiah of lsaiah's

prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.
17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unroued the scroll and
found the place where it was written,
18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty tl'iose who are oppressed, 19 to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
2o And he roued up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And
the eyes of au in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them,
"Today this Scripture has been fulfiued in your hearing." 22 And all spoke well of him
and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said,
"Is not this Joseph's son?"

That Jesus would claim to fulfill even one of the numerous Old Testament prophecies
about the Christ is bold, but He did so because He is who He says He is -the Messiah
who came to set the captives free from their sins. Only an all-knowing and sovereign
God could have foretold the Messiah's life with such accuracy hundreds of years before
the events came to pass. We serve a timeless God of complete knowledge and authority
who is worthy of our trust.
@#h

God's knowledge is

, and as He is

of time, He has known from all

whatever will come to pass.
i

What are some ways the good news of Jesus addresses the suffering
the world experiences today?

i

By declaring Himself to be the Messiah, Jesus would offend many, but that didn't
stop Him. As the Messiah, He would still act in accordance with His identity and
accomplish the things the Messiah was prophesied to accomplish. The people responded
positively to His words, but their affirmation was short-lived.
Unit 21, Session 2
@ 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources
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lesq 15 predicted He would be rejected like the
prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
23 And he said to them, "Doubtless you wiu quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal
yourself.' What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as
well." 21' And he said, "Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.
25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
vAnen the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came
over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the
land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel
in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naarnan
the Syrian."
Jesus, being the divine Son of God, possessed a
knowledge of others' thoughts, so He knew those
in Nazareth held some doubts about Him. The

proverb "Physician, heal yourself" would have
been an expression of doubt that Jesus had
performed the miracles they heard He did. Jesus
preempted their taunts by predicting they would
reject Him, just like Israel had rejected the
prophets throughout her history. Jesus' rejection
in Nazareth foreshadows His larger-scale rejection
by the Jews in Jerusalem-His crucifixion.
What doubts might arise in our own
hearts as we consider the claims
of Christ?

Voices from

Church History
"He assumed a body capable
of death, in order that it,
through belonging to the
Word Who is above all,

might become in dying
a sufficient exchange for
all, and, itself remaining
incorruptible through His
indwelling, might thereafter
put an end to corruption
for all others as well, by the
grace of the resurrection."2
-Athanasius (c. 296-373)

In His declaration about the people's coming rejection of Himself, Jesus referenced
Elijah and Elisha, recalling one of the worst periods of apostasy in Israel's history.
Elijah and Elisha were prophets to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, yet their work often
addressed those outside of the nation. When the Israelites rejected God's blessings, those
blessings were extended to the Gentiles even though they were outside of God's chosen
people. In rejecting Jesus, the lews would be rejecting God's blessing, just as their
ancestors had, and so, His ministry would go forth to the ends of the earth.
rW
'wj
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Who are some people on the margins of your community, and how can
you reach out to them with the gospel?
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Jesus continued His ministry despite the people's
rejection (Luke 4:28-31).
28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And
they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill
on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 3o But
passing through their midst, he went away.
31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them
on the Sabbath,

Once again, the events following Jesus' sermon at Nazareth foreshadow the events that
would come to pass at Jerusalem. The people, angered by His message, attempted to
throw Him off a cliff to kill Him, just as the Pharisees would one day bring Jesus before
Pilate and the angry crowds would shout, "Crucify Him!" But Jesus was not to die
before His appointed time in Jerusalem, so in Nazareth, He passed through the crowd
and left unharmed.

What comfort and encouragement should we take from the fact that
Jesus passed through the crowd unharmed?

Near the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus experienced what could be described
as a spectacular failure. Not only was He rejected by His hometown, but the people of
His hometown, possibly including family and friends and family friends, wanted to kill
Him for His words. Yet Jesus did not call it quits; He continued on with His ministry.
Jesus, the ultimate ambassador of the kingdom of God, faced head-on the kingdom of
this world and its opposition. In a world full of people who operate under the influence
of Satan, Jesus demonstrated the boldness of God's kingdom in His faithfulness to His
call even amidst rejection.
0

In manyinstances in Scripture, the term

world refers to an active and evil spiritual force that is in direct conflict with
God and His

. This evil worLd force operates under
control, displaying the same self-centeredness and deceit

that is found within his character. Christians are called to overcome this world

l

in the Son of God.

l

of spiritual evil by
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My Mission
Because we have been saved through the rejection and sacrifice of Jesus, we persevere in
our mission even when we face rejection from the people closest to us.
*

HOW will you honor Jesus by- faith
because of the &eedom and salvation

He brings?
*

How might your group comfort
and encourage one another when
faitht'ulness to the gospel mission leads
to rejection?

*

?o will you share die gospel with even
though you may experience rejection?

Voices from
the Church
"Rejection should not drive us
to diat back our devotion to

Jesus. Instead, we lean into

it. There's no retationship
more precious, none more
important ... The cry of our
heart ought to be to know
him. Sharing in his suffering
deepens that knowing." 3
-Kim Cash Tate
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Daily Study
Read lsaiah 61:1-7
Unlike political leaders, the Messiah alone could speak into existence the idyllic

dynamics of the new creation (VV. 1-3). Nonetheless, the Messiah graciously opts to use
His people as instruments to bring about blessing and redemption to the world (vv. 4-7).
The messianic community thus serves as a team of emissaries and ambassadors for the
Lord's Anointed, announcing His gospel and serving others in the hope of seeing lives
transformed through repentance and faith in the Messiah.
God's people were always meant to live as a royal priesthood and holy nation that
mediates knowledge of His grace to the world around it (Ex. 19:5-6; 1 Pet. 2:9). As
followers of Jesus, we are indwelt with the same Spirit who anointed Jesus and are
charged to proclaim the same good news that He provided through His life, death,
and resurrection.

How does reading Isaiah's description of the Messiah and His mission
deepen your hope for the future Jesus has purchased for His people?

Read lsaiah 61:8-11

Every human being has an innate sense of justice, that our actions matter and that
good should be rewarded and evil punished. However, this innate sense and perceived
entitlement to justice does not in itself guarantee the actuality of justice. In other words,
the mere desire for justice does not necessarily mean that we will see it carried out. Yet
we as God's people can have confidence that in the end we will truly see justice for all.
Why? Because of the immutable character of God and His unwavering promises.

Af-ter promising to bring about restoration and redemption through His anointed Servant
in verses 1-7, Isaiah 61 then puts forward the assured grounding of these promises:
"For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faitMuuy give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them" (v. 8). God made
creation and made it good, and in the end, it will be good. He will settle for nothing less.

l

How can people's undeniable desire for justice aid our efforts in
evangelism and apologetics?

Unit 21, Session 2
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Read Luke 4:16-22

It's called "the mic drop." The phrase refers to when a speaker makes such a strong and
compelling statement that it requires a prolonged pause or stage exit for full effect.
Dropping the mic, whether physically or figuratively, adds a dramatic ending to bold
and shocking words. In the synagogue of His hometown, however, Jesus did not end
but rather began a worship gathering with nothing short of a mic drop (or perhaps more
accurately, a "scroll roll").
Imagine how presutnptuous, pretentious, and potentially blasphemous Jesus' claim in
verse 21 must have sounded to the folks with whom He grew up. Yet as Luke records,
initially this claim alone was not enough to raise their ire, which is a reaction we will see
in verses 28-30. Regardless of people's attitudes, Jesus nonetheless proceeded to "drop
the mic" in applying Isaiah's messianic prophecy to Himselfi "Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing" (v. 21).
How can we avoid committing superficial "mic drops" when it comes
to speaking to people about the gospel and its serious implications for
their lives?

Read Luke 4:23-27
After Jesus' apparent "mic drop," the people's confused and perhaps antagonistic
response led Him wisely to point out the basis for their resistance. Jesus was not taken
aback at all. Indeed, He proceeded to force the issue by citing two examples from
redemptive history when Israel previously rejected its own prophets, Elijah and Elisha.
Because of Israel's failure to recognize God's truthful messenger at a given time, God
has acted to extend His grace elsewhere, such as in the cases of the widow at Zarephath
and Naaman the Syrian. Those of Israelite descent cannot, in other words, presume
upon God's grace; they are not entitled to it by birth or culture. They must receive
God's message with attentive, repentant ears. Likewise, we who constitute the Christian
church today should not presume anything either. We must be careful to heed God's
Word whenever it is being proclaimed truthfully, regardless of the messenger.
What are some illegitimate reasons that sometimes make you hesitant
to respond in faith and obedience to God's Word ?

112

I

Daily Discipleship Guide
@ 20l9LifeWay Christian Resources

Read Luke 4:28-31

It takes a village to raise a child. And apparently it takes the same village to carry out a
would-be public execution oE this same child once He is grown. Despite knowing what
their unbelief would lead them to do (see Luke 5:22; 6:8; 9:47; 11:17), Jesus did not hold
back in His pronouncements about His messianic identity. Jesus entrusted Himself to
the Father's plan, recognizing that He would not die until the appointed time (22:53;
John 7:30). In verse 30, we even see God's supernatural preservation of Jesus' earthly life.
We then can observe Jesus' steadfast trust in the Father evidenced further in verse 31,

which mentions almost casually how He continued onward in His ministry. Though
none of us are the Messiah, we too can trust in God to complete His plans knowing
that no harm will come to us unless He permits it (Luke 12:4-7).
How does this passage speak to your biggest fears about telling others
that Jesus is the only true Messiah and Savior?

Encourage One Another
Join together uiith 2-4 peoplefrom your group, or uiitb yourfamily, sometime
during tbe weeb to reflect on tbe session and to share hour God is uiorbing aml
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
a Jesus declared He is the Messiah of Isaiah's prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).
* Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the prophets (Luke 4:23-27).
* Jesus continued His ministry despite the people's rejection (Luke 4:28-31).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
'l

What can we do to support those in our midst who are experiencing
rejection because of their Christian faith?

l

Why should we be confident in announcing to others that Jesus is the
promised Messiah, despite knowing that many will reject this claim?

Unit 21, Session 2
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Jesus Teaches About New Birth
Jesus taught that the new birth is a gift from the
Father and the work of the Spirit for all who believe in the Son.

John 3:1-21

When he was three years old, a little boy named Kendall showed signs of Kawasaki
disease, a rare and potentially fatal condition that causes inflammation in blood
vessels and can damage the heart. On his second day iii the Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia, Kendall's eyes suddenly rolled to the side and he stopped breathing. He
had a heart attack, and an aneurysm on one of his swollen arteries burst, filling his
chest cavity with blood. Since Kendall was at the hospital, he survived with immediate
surgery, but his heart was damaged beyond repair. Yet within a week, Kendall had
received a donor heart and is alive and healthy today. 1
What thoughts and feelings might you have if you needed a new heart

Date of My Bible study:
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and then received one?
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Group Time
New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8).
3 Jesiis answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when
he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" s Jesus
answered, "Truly, tru% I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter 'd'ie kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
wNch is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be
born again.' 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit."
Our flesh is fallen, diseased with sin. Since God is holy, He cannot have sin in His
kingdom. This presents an obvious problem for us: We are sinful; thus, we cannot
enter the kingdom of God as we are. Jesus made it clear that our sin problem is one
we cannot solve on our own. We cannot give ourselves a spiritual new birth any more
than a dog can make herself give birth to a kitten. New birth is a work of the Spirit; it is

not a physical experience but a spiritual one in which we are transformed and changed
so that our nature starts to align with God's nature.
is the miraculous

, or the new birth,

that takes place within an individual through the supernatural work of the Holy
Spirit. It is the

side of conversion, being the work of God

within a person's life that causes him or her to be
a work that human effort is unable to produce.

The Old Testament foreshadowed the new birth that would one day come in the Spirit.
New birth in the Spirit had always been God's plan, a permanent solution to the sin
problem the law only temporarily addressed. Nicodemus, as a Pharisee and a teacher of
the law, should have recognized this.
1

How has the storyline of the Bible through the Old Testament

i

demonstrated the need for the new birth?

l
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New birth comes through faith in the Son of God
(John 3:9-15).
9 Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" lo Jesus answered him, "Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly,
I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but
you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? " No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

We often rely on learning from the knowledge of people who have become experts in
their field. But only Jesus could provide the necessary teaching to answer Nicodemus's
question "How can these things be?" Jesus alone was able to explain the new birth, and
His teaching is certainly trustworthy because He has divine authority. He has come
down to us from heaven and possesses wisdom beyond our wildest imagination. As the
eternally begotten Son oE God, Jesus is t?he Second Person oE the Trinity. His authority is
unshakable and more worthy of trust than the most educated of our earthly teachers.
What are some reasons we should trust Jesus' teaching?

The answer to Nicodemus's question "How can
these things be?" is Jesus, the Son of God. Jesus,
like the bronze snake, was lifted up on the cross,
both physically and figuratively. He was physically
elevated on the cross, raised up on the beams of
wood, which played into His figurative elevation
at the cross, being raised up by God for a time of
suffering to accomplish our salvation. Just as the
bronze snake was the conduit of God's love and

grace to heal the Israelites, so Jesus is the
demonstration of God's love and grace to

Voices from

Church History
"Salvation comes through a
cross and a crucified Christ.

Salvation is the fellowship
with the crucified Christ

in the spirit of his cross.
Salvation is union with

and delight in, salvation is
participation in, the humility
of Jesus." 2

-Andrew Murray ( 1828-1C)17)
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New birth is a gift from God the Father
(John 3:16-18).
16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
turn. 18 'Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
The doctrine of the Trinity is an important belief for the Christian, and all three
Persons of the Trinity-the Father, the Son, and the Spirit-are at work in the new
birth of believers. This passage highlights that not only does new birth involve the Spirit
and the Son but it originates as a gift from the Father. God the Father gave the gift of
His Son For our salvation, and this gift came with a terrible, high price-the death of
His one and only Son so that we would not perish in our sin.
What are some ways we should respond to God for the gift of His Son?

John tells us that the reason God sent His one and only Son to die a terrible death and
pay the price for our sins was because He loved the world. God loves the world not
because the world is lovable but because love is His nature. John tells us explicidy in his
first epistle, or letter, that God is love (1 John 4:8,16). The posture of His heart is not
away from us or against us but rather turned toward us. We have a God who willingly
and continually has His arms open wide ready to receive us.
The imperfect love that human beings share between one
another is a dim reflection, a

that points to the perfect love

that resides within God. The greatest act of love by God toward humans isn't
the giving of earthly goods but the giving of
so that we might become

in Christ
to Him.

How does the loving God of the Bible contrast with the ways the world

l

i

views Him?
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My Mission
Because we have been born again and have new life in Christ, we trust in God's power
to continue to transform us and we call others to be born again.
*

How will you respond in faith to the
God of love who gave His only Son to

Voices from

save the world?

the Church

What are some ways your church/
group can reach out to those in your
community who are hurting and
in need of the good news that God

"True love will motivate us to

loves them?

make sacrifices that might
even cost us our lives. Such
sacrificial love makes God's

heart glad. This kind of love
is worth it."3

-Africa Study Bible
*

What steps wiu you take toward
sharing the gospel of Christ with others

i

this week?
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Daily Study
Read John 3:1-2
Nicodemus respected Jesus as a rabbi, although Jesus never was formally trained as
one. And he recognized that Jesus was special-that He came from God, performed
miracles, and that God was with Him. But notice that Nicodemus stopped short in his
understanding of Jesus, which is what Jesus pulled out of him in the conversation that
followed. Nicodemus failed to recognize that Jesus was special not because He was from
God and that God was with Him but because He is God. Nicodemus failed to reach

the point of recognizing his need to turn to Jesus, the Son of God, for salvation.
When it comes to trusting in Jesus, close is not enough. Even today, many people view
lesus as a good teacher, an example of living morally pleasing lives. But that was not
Jesus' mission. Rather, Jesus came so that people might come to know that He is the
Son of God and have salvation through Him.
In what ways do you need to develop a deeper understanding of who
Jesus is?

Read John 3:3-8
What exactly being born again means and what Jesus meant by water has challenged
theologians for centuries. Even the word translated as "again" in verse 3 is not clear. The
Greek word used there could also mean "from above." This is more than a linguistic
nuance; understanding both senses of that word gives the passage its context and
reminds us of its basic truth, one that is quite understandable.
When a person trusts in Christ, he or she is born anew spiritually. That is why "from
above" is so helpful in addition to "again." Being born "from above" reminds us that
Jesus was speaking of a spiritual truth-that this birth is not the work of the flesh but
rather the work of the Holy Spirit. Moreover, the Spirit also guides us to understand
truth-au of the truth in Scripture, even the more challenging parts.
l

What are some doctrines or passages that you struggle to understand ?
Which have you grown to understand better because of the
Spirit's guidance?
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Read John 3:9-15
The life of new birth that Jesus explained to Nicodemus does not occur automaticallyit comes by faith. To illustrate this, Jesus pointed the Jewish teacher to the Book of
Numbers, specifically the time when the Israelites were plagued by venomous snakes.
When the Israelites grumbled against God, He disciplined them by sending snakes
into their midst. But along with that judgment came mercy and grace; God instructed
Moses to fashion a bronze serpent and lift it up on a pole. Whoever was bitten could
look at that serpent-an exercise of faith in God's provision-and be healed.
In the same way, lesus would be lifted up. But don't miss that the physical raising is not
the strongest connection between Jesus and the serpent on the pole. Faith is. Turning
to Jesus takes faith. It makes no sense, from a human perspective, that salvation from
sin can come from a man who was crucified as a criminal two thousand years ago.
Nicodemus had facts, but the new birth entails more than that. Eternal life takes faith.
How is faith needed in your relationship with Jesus after salvation?
In what areas of your life do you need to trust Jesus?

Read John 3:16-18

It is trendy today to see people as basically good-or at least neutral. This is why so
many people balk at the biblical teaching of judgment and hell. The belief is that God
is unfair to condemn people to hell because people are basically good. They deserve
His grace and forgiveness. Notice the irony of believing you deserve that which is by
definition a gift, something that cannot be deserved.
John 3:16 is, perhaps, the best known Bible verse. Even unbelievers are likely to know
it. But notice what follows. In the next two verses, Jesus explains that He did not
come into the world to condemn it. Why? Because it already is condemned. And with
that, the myth of people being basically good and deserving forgiveness falls apart. If
anything is not fair, it is not that people are condemned but rather that some people
are saved.

How do you tend to see salvation: as something that is deserved or as a
free gift of God ?
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Read John 3:19-21
As believers, it is often difficult to understand the world-and it should be. People Iove
the darkness rather than the light because their deeds are evil. Don't miss this: People,
apart from Jesus, don't dabble in darkness. They don't tolerate darkness. They don't sort
of like darkness. They love darkness. They love sin. They love to hate God. And so did
we before Christ.

Be grateful when you struggle to understand the world; it is a mark of God at work in
you. It is a sign that your new mind is at work, that you have been born again. But at
the same time, do not let this separation between you and the world lead you to become
arrogant. Remember, the only reason you are now walking in the light is because of the
kindness of God-His gift to you in Christ made known to you by the Holy Spirit.
In what ways have you seen your living and thinking change because of
the gospel?

Encourage One Another
Join togetber witb 2-4 peoplefrom your group, or with yourfamily, sometime
during tbe week to reflect on the session wd to share bow God is worhing and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and ref'lections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
* New birth is a work of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8).
* New birth comes through faith in the Son of God (John 3:9-15).
- New birth is a gift from God the Father (John 3:16-18).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
:1

What can we do to keep one another mindful that the new birth-and
salvation as a whole-is a Trinitarian work that reveals a Trinitarian God ?

l

When has the reality of the new birth seemed most evident to you in
your own life? In the life of anothpr person?
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Jesus Teaches

About Living water
Jesus offered the Samaritan woman living
water-the Holy Spirit-that would satisfy her 'forever and produce true
worship in her life.

John 4:1-42

in J. R. R. Tolkien's famous series The Lord oftbe Rirtgs, a creature called Gollum
becomes consumed by an obsession with the One Ring. Gollum was originally a hobbitlike creature known as Smeagol, who murdered his friend to take possession of the ring
shortly after he discovered it. Smeagol's family later shunned and exiled turn because
of his deceitful and disruptive ways when using the ring, which made him invisible.
Gollum had an insatiable hunger For the ring and its power. He centered his entire life
around owning it and recovering it after he lost it, and it cost him everything.
What are some results you have witnessed from people fixated on their

i

desires and addictions?
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Group Time
Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies
completely (John 4:7-l4).
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a
drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman

of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with Sarnaritans.) lo Jesus answered her, "If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11 The woman
said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock." 13 Jesus said to her,
"Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the
water that I will give him wiu never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
Though she may not have realized it, the Samaritan woman was needy Eor a solution
to her sin; as with all people today, apart from Christ, we are all enemies of God. Jesus
highlighted her need for a permanent solution to her deepest thirst, telling her that she
should be begging Him for a drink of the water He was able to offer-"living water."
What are some ways we are tempted to fill the longing in our hearts
with things other than God ?

Fortunately for us, God loves His enemies and works toward our reconciliation. He

made a way for us to receive the "living water" we so desperately need-the gift of the
Holy Spirit, who grants eternal life to those in whom He dwells. Jesus made this gift
possible for us by His death on the cross in our place.
Ll
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Sin is an infinite offense against an infinite God.

Thankfully, God loves His

and has sent Christ to be

the reconciler between us and God. Through Christ's
God provides the means whereby that broken relationship is
and renewed.

l
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Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship
(John 4:19-24).
19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 2o Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, tielieve me, the hour is coming
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You
worship what you do not know, we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship 'd'ie Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. 2]" God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth."

The Jews and Samaritans were expecting the arrival of a prophet who would be like
Moses and who would answer all their questions, especially about who was correct in
their worship war. But Jesus exceeded these expectations because He is the Prophet
(Deut. 18:15-19). As God's Son, Jesus possesses all the knowledge, wisdom, and
authority of God to respond to every situation and longing of the human heart. He also
made atonement for people's sin once and for all, thereby forging the path for them to
enter into true worship of and everlasting communion with the one true God.
What does Jesus in the flesh reveal to you about the God we worship?

We all have opinions about "proper" worship.
Opinions are fine to have, but if we are not
careful, our personal preferences can override our
understanding of biblical worship. What is
important about worship is that it is done in Spirit
and truth. Because God is spirit, a nonmaterial,
divine being, so must our worship be in spirit,
specifically in the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of
truth (John 15:26). We can only receive the Holy
Spirit through faith in Jesus, so it is Jesus who
enables us to worship God in Spirit and truth.

Voices from

Church History
"The true worshiper is the one
who honors him with the

right intention and believes
with a pure conscience
that everywhere he can
speak with the one who is
incomprehensible." '
-Theodore of Mopsuestia
(c. 350-428)

What will it look like to worship God in Spirit and truth?

l

I

l
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Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for all
(John 4:25-26,28-2C),3C)).
25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).
When he comes, he will tell us au things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you
am he."

28 So the woman left her water jax and went away into town and said to the people,
29 "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the C&ist?"

-'9 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did."

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus was hesitant to proclaim His identity outright when
traveling and teaching amongst the Jews. He likely wanted to avoid the political and
military baggage many Jews had attached to their expectation for the Messiah. With
the Samaritan woman, however, Jesus came right out and said it. He could not have
been any clearer-Jesus is the loxig-anticipated Messiah, the promised One come to save
His people.
What do we need to be aware of as we proclaim to the world the
identity of Jesus as the Messiah?

When we receive good news, we often want to tell all our friends and family members,
perhaps even complete strangers, so they can share in the celebration. When the
Samaritan woman learned of Jesus' identity as the Messiah, she went back to her town
and shared with her people. She did not let anything stop her from being an evangelist,
even her past. Through sharing the testimony of her encounter with Jesus, many of the
Sarnaritans believed in Him (John 4:39-42). Her story drew others to His side.
;'1 * 1%.
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My Mission
Because we are completely satisfied in Christ, we demonstrate genuine worship in our
Iives that draws others to want to know Him as well.
*

@

@

What do you need to repent of because
Jesus and His Spirit satisfy completely?
How can your group encourage one
another to worship God in Spirit

Voices from
the Church
"Because Jesus treated this

and truth?

stigmatized woman as
someone worth talking to,

How will you use your testimony of
the gospel of Jesus to lead others to

she became a witness to

-Samuet Ngewa

I

l

Him in faith?

Jesus, and all of Sychar was
brought to him." 2
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Daily Study
Read John 4:1-6
ni to are two small words with plenty of power behind them. Jesus "had to" travel

through Sarnaria (v. 4). He was required to. He was obligated to. But why?
Although Jesus was traveling between Judea and Galilee and a straight route between
the two would have required Him to pass through Samaria, we know that the Jews of
the day would often take a circuitous route in order to bypass traveling through the land
inhabited by people they could not stand. It is likely that Jesus had to travel through
Samaria because of the woman He would encounter there.

We too have been sent on a similar mission, to reach all people from every tribe and nation
with the gospel. Like Jesus, we are to go out of our way-geographicauy, culturauy, and
socially-to take the gospel to anyone and everyone God prepares for us to reach.
To whom might God be sending you as His agent to share the gospel?
How will you obey Him and go this week?

Read John 4:7-14

If you have ever been thirsty-really thirsty to the point of being parched-you
understand what it is like to need a drink of water. Imagine you had to walk to a
community weu, lower a bucket, and hoist that bucket back up. Then you had to fill
the pitchers you had brought and haul them back home. The Samaritan woman did
not have to imagine this because this was real life for her. Imagine, then, the woman's
surprise and great interest when Jesus told her that He had living water-cool, fresh,
dean water-that would leave a person never to thirst again.

Of course, we understand what the woman missed-that Jesus wasn't tallcing about
water but life in Him. All people are parched spiritually, always struggling to find what
satisfies the deepest cravings of their soul. But nothing ever does. Except, that is, for
Jesus. He alone is what quenches our spiritual thirst, and He alone is what satisfies it
completely for good.
In what ways do you try to satisfy the desires of your soul apart from

Unit 21, Session 4
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Jesus at times? Why?

127

Read John 4:15-18
Up to verse 16, Jesus and the Samaritan woman were having a nice conversation about
water. But then Jesus threw the woman, and us reading this account, a curveball. When
she asked for the water Jesus spoke o'r, He responded by telling her to get her husband.
Where did that come frorn? It seems to be out of nowhere; their conversation, let alone

her preceding request for water, had nothing to do with her husband.

In this we see the heart of Christ for the woman. That might be odd to say considering
this statement by Jesus identified a habitual pattern of sin in this woman's life. But don't
miss the impact it had on the woman. Because of this statement from Jesus, the woman
was able to see, at least in part, the omniscience of Christ. She was able to see that
He was not just a kind Jewish teacher. Jesus' knowledge of her sin was precisely what
drove her toward what she needed to know-that she was talking with the Messiah
('vv. 25-26).
What can you learn about addressing others' sins from this account?

Read John 4:19-24

It has been said that everyone is wired to worship-the issue is that we often worship
the wrong things. We see this desire in the woman's question to Jesus.
The Samaritans worshiped in Samaria rather than traveling to Jerusalem. This was, in
part, why the Jews detested the Samaritans and saw them as compromised ethnically
and spiritually. But notice that the woman seemed to have a hunger to worship God
rightly. This mattered to her so much that she spent what could have been her only
question to ask Jesus that day on this topic.
Many of us understand worship better than the Samaritan woman did that day.
However, we also often struggle to worship the way ?Jesus prescribed: in Spirit and truth.
While location may not be relevant today, music style, time of day, and many other
factors might impact our practice of worship. Our prayer should be that we might push
past all of the peripheral items that could impede worship and be the worshipers the
Father wants.
i!

What can s,ometimes hinder you.r worship of God ? What can you do to
move past these hindrances and instead worship in Spirit and truth no
matterwhat?
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Read John 4:25-42
No person is unworthy of His attention, as the parables in Luke 15 teach. And while
Jesus would have traveled through Samaria just for the sake of the woman at the well,
He did not. This woman was a first domino with others to follow.

After her encounter with Jesus, the woman left her water jar, went into town, and told
all the people about lesus. The people then left: the town gid went to meet Jesus. The
result is that many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus (John 4:39-42).
We see here that our faith is not our own. Even if we are like the Samaritan woman-

new in our faith in Jesus -we are called to share what we have experienced with others.
It's never too early to start. It's never too late to begin.
What can you do to become more comfortable, and perhaps more
obedient, to share your faith with others?

Encourage One Another
Join togetber with 2-4peoplefrom your group, or with yourfamily, sometime
during the weeb to reflect on the session and to share how God is uiorhing and
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths f'rom Scripture in this session:
* Jesus gives the Living Water that satisfies completely (John 4:7-14).
* Jesus is the Prophet who enables true worship (John 4:19-24).
a Jesus is the Messiah who brings salvation for all (John 4:25-26,28-29,39).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
What does Jesus' disposition toward the Samaritan woman teach
us about the posture we should hold toward one another and
toward unbelievers?

What can we do t.o help one anothpr meet Jesus afresh on a weekly

i

basis so as to maintain genuine excitement about sharing our faith?
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also t+elieve -and they shudder"
(Jas. 2:I9).1 'When James attackea
faith that emphasized intellectual belief that did
not result in godly works, he affirmea the reality
of demons. He took for granted that his reaaers
acceptea their existence as well. What kind of
understanding did first-century Christians have
concerning aemons and demon possession?
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literally to wild goats. Yet, the Greek translation
First-Century Belieh About Demons
of the Old Testament designated these beings as
The Greco-Roman world possessea an awareness daimonia (aemons).5 Demons -were associatea with
of demons and their activities. Pagans, Jews, and dry, unsettled, deserted places. On the Day of
Christians alike accepted their existence. They dif- Atonement, Aaron sent out a sacrificial goat "into
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role of these beings.
Greek thought identified demons i:in numerous ways. A demon could tie a god-some kind
oE divine being or a lesser deity. A demon could
be a divine power, an unknown supernatural
Eorce, or an intermeaiary tietween humans ana
the gods. Some believed demons to tie personal
guaraian spirits. A popularly-held belief was that
demons represented the spirits of the dead departed souls.2 Consequently, Eor pagans the
word "demon" em'tyraced ideas vAsose meanings
could overlap and even contradict each other.
Greco-Roman thinking viewed demons as
either good or t+ad. 'What they did determinea
their nature. Society believed these demonic force5
es existea everywhere and continually effected
people's lives.3
The Jews of the 01(l Testament Era did not
develop their ideas about demons primarily
tyecause they emphasized the complete sovereignty
ana supremacy of God. Their strict monotheism
supported the conviction that all spiritual beings,
tioth good and evil, came from and existed under
the control of God. Satan could afflict Job with
calamities only with God's permission (Job I-2).
God sent the evil spirit that tormented King Saul
(i Sam. I6:I4-I5). Go(l ordereA the lying spirits to
deceive Ahab (I Kings 22:20-23).
Apart from the above reEere'nces, the Old
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During the time tietween the writing of the
Old and New Testaments, Jewish literature began
to focus more on the problem and origin of evil.7
'Writers hegan to see evil not as coming directly
from God but from supernatural tieings He had
created who svere in rebellion against Him and
His plans. These evil spiritual beings workeA
more independently of God than those angels who
obeyea Him try performing specific tasks.
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might be the name of the demon of the desert.6

beings. They reEerred directly to Satan three times
(Job x-z; s Chron. zs:s; Zech. 3:I-2). Moses' song
declared how God's ret+ellious people "sacriEiced
to demons . ..to gods they had not known" (Deut.
32:I7). According to the Greek translation, the
psalmist also identified demons ('ulols in He'brew)
"with the gods of pagan iaolatry" (Ps. g6:5).4
Centuries later the apostle Paul would also identify pagan gods as demons (t Cor. IO:I9-2I).
Some Bible students believe references to hairy
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Jewish apocryphal and pseudepigraphal books
In contrast, the Jews understood demon possessed
suggested diverse origins Eor demons, includ- individuals to be those who seemed completely urider
ing fallen angels, the offspring of fallen angels the control of an evil power. They held that some
and human women, or rebellious angels jealous diseases resulted from demonic activity. Josephus, a
over mankind's place in creation. The svriters first-century Jewish historian, wrote of demons causcalled the leader of these aemons many names: ing frenzy, suffocation, and strangling. Philo, a EirstMastema, §atanael, Satan, Samael, Beliar, Belial, century Jewish interpreter oE Scripture, described
and Devil.8
people as ridiculing the demon-possessed.{z Jews
According to Jewish texts, demons causea ana often labeled people demon-possessed if they acted
transmitted disease among people. They accused differently from the standard norms of tiehavior, like
individuals tiefore God. They served as God's John the Baptist (Luke 7:33).
instruments of punishment Eor sin. They temptea
The Jesvs also practiced exorcism. A popular story
men and women to sin. They triggered evil and in Totiit, a Jewish work in the Apocrypha, tells of the
worked destruction in the worM.
expulsion of a demon from Totiias's bride. Josephus
By the Christian Era, Jews had tiegun to think descrit+ed the method of a first-cemury exorcist
of demons as intermeaiate evil t+eings. The Jewish named Eleazar.?2 Jewish exorcistic formulas, such as
belief in the sovereignty of God remainea aomi- the magical papyri, contained "traditional incantanant in all their ideas about demons. God created
tions, spells and potions for controlling demons."I3
these hostile beings. They were under His con- The New Testament mentions Jewish exorcists in
trol. He would ultimately bind them and tireak general (Matt. iz:z7), an unknown person who used
their power.9
Jesus' name (Mark g:38-3g), and the seven sons of
Sceva who were itinerant exorcists (Acts I9:I3-16).

and exorcism to drive out the demons.

Greek thought associated demon possession
with causing madness, sickness, and other ;rra-
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Demons and the New Testament: A Elrie€

tional behavior. Possession also produced the
drunken Ererizy associated with some pagan religious practices. Some demon-possessed people
functioned as "prophets" who delivered messages
from the gods. Efforts to expel demons included
tiinding the disturbed person, participating in
purification rituals, reciting magical formulas,
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First-Century Beliefs About Possession
First-century pagans, Jews, and Christians believea
that demons could possess inaiviauals. This belief
was widespread, as was the practice of using magic
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retyellion against God and with hostility toward people. Their spiritual nature enables them to enter and
possess people. Demons act unaer Satan's direction as his servants. The New Testament

l

views demon possession as a form of
spiritual tiondage.
Demon-possessad people mentioned in the Gospels and Acts
showed various signs of their
condition, including speech-

of Satan. They also inaicated that the kingaom of
God had come.

Jesus has already defeated the demonic forces, thus
limiting their power and sphere of operations. He will
ultimately destroy their power and influence. Although
demons and their ruler, Satan, dominate the world

outside of Christ, tielievers t+elong to God in Christ
through the indwelling Holy Spirit. "The One who
is in you is greater than the one who is in the worM"
(i John 4:4). NO wonder the demons shudder! R

lessness, t+lindness, fierceness,

unusual strength, convulsions, foaming at the mouth,
insane ravings, self-destructive behavior, anti-social

t+ehavior (nudity), and the
ability to tell fortunes (divination). The New Testament

writers carefully distinguished
between demon possession and
illness (Mark 1:32). Demons could
r
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cause sickness and disease-like symptoms, but demon possession was different
from being sick. The demons dominated the
personality of the individuals they possessed.
Jesus accepted the certainty of demons ana
aemon possession. Driving or casting out aemons
was a part of His ministry. He perEormed this by
the power of God's Spirit. His contemporaries

I . All Scripture quotations ate from the Holman Christian Stardard Bible IHCSB).
2. Gyaham H. Tvrelhyee, a'Demon, Devil, Satarla in Dict!onary of Jesus and the
Gospels, ed. 4oel B. Gyeen, Scot McKnight, and 1. Howayd Marshall lDowneis Grove:
lnterVarsity Pyess, I 992), I 64; (:veyell Ferguson, Demonology of the Early Christ!an World,
Symposium Series, vol. 12 [New York: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1984). 35-36. 58.
3. ET:C Soyensen, Possess!on and Exorcism !n the New Testament and Early
Chr!st!an!ty (Tubingen: Vohr Siebeck, 2002). 82. See also Tvuelftyee. I 64: and Feiguson,
Demonology, 58.
4. Eveyett Ferguson, aaDemonsaa in Encydoped!a of Eady Christianity. ed. Everett
Ferguson, 2nd ed. (New Yoyk: Garland Publishing, 1998), 325.
s. Ferguson, Demonology. 73. See also R. K. Hanison, a'Demon, Demoniac.
Demonology;' in The Zondervan Pictorial Encydopedia of the B!ble (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1976), 2:95-96.

6. David E. Aune, =Demonologyaa in The Internat!onal Standard Bible Encydopedia.
vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 920. See Lev. 16:8 4ootnote in HCSB.
7. Soyen5(?(1, 59.
8. James D. G. Dunn and Giaham H. Tvvelhree, 'aDemon-F'ossession and Exotcism
in the New Testament,= Churchman 94:3 [1980): 2I6: Aune, 921.
9. Dunn and Twelhree, 216.

10. Soyensets, 79-80, 91, 104, 109: Ferguson, Demonology, 54.
I 1. Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews in The Works of Josephus: Compleke and
Unabr!dged (WORKS), trans. William Whiston lPeabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers.
I 987), 6.8.2 (p. 1 64): The War of the Jews in WORKS, 3. I0.3 (p. 661); Philo, In Flaccum
in The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabr!dged. trans. C. D. Yonge (Peabody. MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1993). 6 (p. 728); Tvvelhtee, 165.
I 2. Josephus, The Ant!qu!t!es of the Jews in WORKS, 8.2.5 (p. 2 I 4).
13. Dunn and Twelhtee, 2 I 1 .

viewea Him as a successful exorcist since He con-
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Christ as Prophet
WHO WAS AN OLD TESTAMENT PROPHET?

WORDS

HOW WAS JESuS A PfK)PHET?

l

DEEDS

WORDS

DEEDS

l
Proclaimed and/or recorded

Perfoymed miracles

His message: =Repent"

He healed eveyy disease and sickness

the word of the Lord

(healings: even taised

(Matt. 4:17)

all over Galilee (Matt. 4:23-24)

Condemned sin and called

the dead)

+-le taught in synaBozues

He cast out demons (Mark 1:23-26)

people to tepentance

Acted out a

and preached the good

He raised the widow of Nain's son

prophetic message

news (Matt. 4:23)

Warned people of judBment

He taught as One with

Proclaimed Bood news

l

l

Interpreted present events
Foretold future events

authority (Matt. 5:22.28:

woman's marital histoty (John 4:19)

7:2g; Mark 1:22,27)
He fed the five thousand (lohn 6:14)

l

WHOWER!SOMKOPTHEPROPHETS?

kyom (he dead (Luke 7:15)
He told the truth of the Samaritan

WHAT PROPHECIES 010 JESUS MAKE?

ABRAHAM (Gen. 20:7)

His suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection (Mark 8:31 g:31 10:33-34)

MOSES (Deut. 18:15-19: 34:10: Acts 7:37)

The destruction of the temple in Jerusalern (Matt. 24:1-2)

- Moses prophesied that one day the Lord would raise
up a prophet like him. Many prophets followed. bu!

Peter's three denials of knowing Jesus (Mark 14:30)

l

His second coming (John 14:l-3)

l

only One exceeded the stature and work of Moses.

l

SAMuEL (l Sam.: Acts 13:20)

HOW WAS J!SLIS TREATED?

DAVID (Psalms: Acts 2:30)
ELIJAH (l Kings 181 Luke 4:25-26)

Some viewed Him posikively as a prophet ok God
- Some people thouBht He was John the Baptist, Eliiah.

ELISHA (2 Kings 2:13-15? Luke 4:2-7)
JONAH (2 Kings 14:25: lonah 1:1: Matt. 12:3'))

l

Jeyemial'i, or one of the prophets (Matt. {6:13-14)
- The crowds at Jerusalem called Him a prophet at His

l

triumphal entry (Matt. 21:11)
- The disciples on the toad to Emmaus described Him as

ISA?AH (2 KinBs 19:20: lsa. l:l Matt. 3:3)
JEREMIAH (2 Chron. 36: Jer. l:2: Matt. 2:17)

l

l
l

ZECHARIAH (Ezra 6:14: Zech. l:l: Matt. 21:4)

l

EZEKIEL (Ezek. l:l-3:2 Cor. 6:16)

HAGGAI (Ezra 6:14: Hag. l:l: Heb. 12:26)

a prophet powerful in word and deed (Luke 24:Tcl)
Others persecuted Him as a prophet of God
- His hometown was offended and tried to kill him (Luke 4:16-30)
- The world hated and persecuted Him because He yevealed the
Father to them through His works (lohn 15:18-25)

DANIEL (Dan. l:l7? Matt. 24:15)

- The Jewish men who atrested Him beat Him and mocked Him

l

HOSEA (Hos. l:l; Matt. 2:15)

l

JOEl (loel T:l: Acts 2:16)

as a prophet (Luke 22:63-65)
- His enemies crucified I-lim (John 19:17-30)

AMOS (Amos l:l-3: Acts 7:42)
OBADIAH (Obad. 1)

HOW 15 JEStJS THE PROPHET?

MICAH (Mic. l:l: Matt. 2:5)
NAHuM (Nah. l:l)

lesus is the Word who was wi(h God, who was God. and who

l

l

HABAKKuK (Hab. l:l; Acts 13:40)

became flesh Qohn l:l-14)

ZEPHANIAH (Zeph. l:l)

The law was given thtough Moses: Biace and truth through
Jesus Christ (John 1:17)

MALACHI (Mal. l:l: Matt. 11:10)

"You have heard it said" in the {avi through Moses; =Bu} l say (o you=

JOHN THE BAF'TIST (Luke 1:76)

as Jesus Bave the spirit of the law (Matt. s-7)
I

- His messaBe: =Repent" (Matt. 3:2)
- His purpose: Prepaye the way fot the Lord (Matt. 3:3)

God spoke through the prophets in the past. but in the last days He
has spoken to us by HIS Son. who reveals God to us (Heb. l:l-3)

- The end of the Old 1-estament prophets (Matt. 11:13)

"Moses and all the Prophets" testify to Jesus' cominB. suffering,
crucifixion. and resurrection (Luke 24:26-27,44-45)
HOWWERETHE PROPHETSTREATED?

Moses vvyote about 4esos (lohn 5'45-47)
Some enioyed (:ilaces of prominence and honor
All wete persecuted in one way or another
- Moses was blamed for the people's wai'iderinB
- Elilah was threatened with death
- Jeremiah was imptisoned
- Zechariah was stoned to death

lVo ?E? hmiubn u pimiiil % rht r@4r l? is plmra? iAii rim j* Il:l i? pvxp wt ?

jesus is (he Prophet about whom Moses prophesied the Lord
l

l
l

l

would raise up -to Him vve must listen (Acts 3:22)
Jesus is Godas Prophet calling us to repentance and faith tha} we
can be saved from our sins and live in peace with Almighty God
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