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Jesus
the Teacher
Gospe[s

Memory Verses

"I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down
my life for the sheep."
-JOHN IO:I4-Is
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Jesus Teaches About Discipleship
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught what
it means to live as one of His disciples.

BACKGROuND PASSAGE: Matthew s -7

Maybe you were the straight-A student who thrived in an academic setting, the first
hand to spring up when a question was asked. A student who could hardly sleep the
night before the first day of class, bursting with excitement about fresh lined notebooks,
new pencils, and the uncharted territory of a brand new textbook.
Or perhaps you struggled more with school and had a hard time sitting still and paying
attention in class. The words in those fresh textbooks represented a jumble of obscure
facts that refused to stick in your brain. You also might have had trouble sleeping the
night before, only anxious about the taxing day ahead.
Regardless of what kind of student you were (or still are), you understood the
importance of the first day of school. Teachers recognize how important that first day
is as well, so they use it to set the tone and expectations for all that is to come in the
school year.
What kind of student were you in school? How has that school
personality carried into your adult life?

i
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Group Time
a - Jesus' disciples are to be salt and light
(Matt. 5:13-16).
13 "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness

be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people's feet.
14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hiu cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all
in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
The salt that Jesus referred to in this passage is more useful than the salt diat saturates
the average American diet. In Jesus' day, salt was much more than a seasoning. In a time
when there was no refrigeration, salt was an important ingredient in the preservation
of food. Without it, Jesus' listeners would have had to deal with rotting meat or fish.
Similarly, believers find themselves in the business of preservation against decay.

0

What are some ways Jesus' followers can serve as salt in the world ?

According to Jesus, His followers are the light of the world. We were made to sine light
into the darkest corners of creation for the glory of God. We do not produce this light.
God's Word makes it clear that in and of ourselves, all we are capable of producing is
darkness (Matt. 6:22-23; John 3:19-20). It is God who lights our lamp (Ps. 18:28), and
He lights it through the sacrifice of His one and only Son, Jesus, the true light of the
world (John 8:12).
a

..

Themissionofthechurchistogointotheworldin

the power of the Spirit and make

by proclaiming

this gospel, calling people to respond in ongoing repentance and faith,
and demonstrating the truth and power of the gospel by living under the
of Christ for the

of God and the

l

of the world.
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Jesus' disciples are to obey for God's glory,
not their own (Matt. 6:1-4).
l "Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen
by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
2 " Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. ' But when you give to the
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
Jesus calls disciples to exemplary behavior as salt and light in the world, but then He
cautions against misplaced motives in the midst of that exemplary behavior. He is not
merely concerned with outward conformity to His precepts but with the right ordering
of inward priorities. While our good works may be seen in the world, they are not to be
practiced for show.

0

What are some ways we may be tempted to practice our righteousness
for personal glory?

While we are to shine our light before men, this light of good deeds is to be shone
not for our own praise or glory but that others might glorify our Father in heaven
(Matt. 5:16). In this way we will be rewarded by God. Jesus teaches that our reward
should not be in the applause or approval of human beings but in Him instead. His
reward far outweighs the temporary reward that the trumpeters would receive from
anyone who would listen.
How can we combat the temptation to seek the reward of human
applause instead of God's glory and His eternal reward ?

l
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Jesus' disciples are to live purposefully
(Matt. 7:IC)-24).
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
2o Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 0n that day many
will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons
in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' 2" And then will I declare
to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'
24 'aE,veryone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.

After giving His listeners a blueprint for Christian Iiving, Jesus issued an important
warning: Outward compliance to Jesus' commands is not enough to place
someone in the kingdom of God. You can look really good by the things you say and
do. Prophesying, casting out demons, and performing miracles would seem like the
pinnacle of good works to perform for the glory of Jesus' name. But just as it is possible
to do good works as a show before human beings, it is possible to do good works as a
show before God Himself--and He rejects all such shows.

0

What is the difference between outward compliance to Christ's
commands and inward conformity to Christ's lordship?

In His warning about outward obedience, Jesus
called those who practice seemingly biblical living
without inward change "workers of lawlessness."
In doing so, He emphasized yet again that the
keeping of the law goes beyond just obeying a list
of rules. If this law-keeping doesn't flow from a
heart submitted to the God who sees the heart,

then it is just as bad as lawlessness. Only if we
obey through faith in 'T)esus can we be considered
law-keepers, since lesus is the fulfillment of the

CJ

Voices from
the Church
"The true disciple expresses
the sincerity of his
confession of Jesus' identity
as the Lord through obedient
living. Jesus was not pitting
obedience against faith but
was insisting that obedience
is the necessary expression
of true faith." '

-Charles Quarles

l

l

law (Matt. 5:17).
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My Mission
Because we have been saved by Christ and have committed to follow Him, we live
purposefully so that others see His glory, investing in eternal treasures rather than
earthly ones.
- What step of faith will you take to live
purpose&uy for Jesus' glory and not
our own?
Y-

a How might your group need to act or
change so your ministry to one another
and others brings glory to Jesus and not

" Voices from
Church History
"The Christian is not only to
be different, he is to glory in
this difference. He is to be as

different from other peopte
as the Lord Jesus Christ was

to your group?

clearly different from the

* Who do you know needs to hear Jesus'
warning that outward compliance is
meaningless apart from faith in Jesus?

world in which He lived."-'

-Martyn Lloyd-Jones
(1899-1C)81)

l
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Daily Study
a; ReadMatthew5:1-12
So often those who knew Jesus missed the fact that He was the Messiah because He did
not come to earth in the way that they had envisioned. Where they had expected Him
to ride in on a blaze of glory, He was born to a young mother in the town of Bethlehem.
While they expected Him to perform His signs and wonders to the din of thunderous
applause, He often told those whom He healed to keep quiet about their healing. While
they expected Him to throw off the yoke of their Greco-Roman society, He was
crucified under its reign.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus beautifully captures the
heart that He displayed here on earth-one of
humility, mercy, purity, and peace, one that was
willing to mourn, submitting to persecution, and
was poor in spirit. And He reminded His listeners
that even though these qualities were not often
honored in the world, through these qualities they
were marked as blessed by God.

!!

a Voices from
the Church
"The Sermon on the Moi?int
describes how those who

have already decided to
follow Jesus (4:18-22; 5:1)
are called to demonstrate
the character of God and

his kingdom through the
character of their lives."3

BY turning the 3ews' expectations of the Messiah
-Frank Thielman
on their head, Jesus drew the focus away from
the earthly trappings of royalty and toward the
marks of royalty that are honored in heaven. He
exemplified the type of spirit He required, pointing away from an earthly reward to a
heavenly one, promising eternal blessing for those who heed His words.

0

What are some ways you can practically exemplify the Beatitudes in
your life?

l
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Read Matthew 5:13-16
We often hear about how bad salt is for us. It is often linked to hypertension, causing
great strain on your heart, brain, arteries, and kidneys. Many people are bent on
eliminating as much salt from their diet as possible. But in our fear of excess, we know
that completely eliminating all sodium from our diets would be equally derri menral. We
need sodium for our muscles, nerves, and blood pressure to function properly.
We need light too. Without it, our bodies grow weak from Vitamin-D deficiency, our
vegetation ceases to grow, and our vision dissipates.
Salt and light are a daily earthly necessity, and similarly, the salt and light that come as
a result of the good news of Jesus' kingdom is incredibly necessary for a lost and dying
world. God chose for His plan of salvation on this earth to include us, and through us,
He is glorified before others because our works point them to Him.
How can you be salt and light in your everyday environment?

-= Read Matthew5:17-48

We are used to seeing the Pharisees as the "bad guys" in the Gospel accounts, but in
this passage, Jesus tells His listeners that "unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven" (v. 20).
Given the fact that the Pharisees and scribes prided themselves in obeying every iota of
the law, it might seem impossible for our righteousness to surpass theirs, but that is the
standard that Jesus has given us. He tells us that murder and adultery begin in the heart
(vv. 22,28). Further, He charges us to keep our word (v. 37), turn the other cheek (v. 39),
and love our enemies (v. 44).

The Pharisees were quite good at following laws they built around Scripture's laws, but
that is not what Jesus is doing here. Instead of adding to the Iaw, He is piercing through
to the heart of the law, exposing mere outward compliance for what it is: a failure to
submit to the Lord in our hearts. Our righteousness must come from a transformed
heart instead of surface obedience.

Q

How can we tell the difference between outward compliance to the law
and inward compliance?

l
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Read Matthew 6:1-34

lter He told His listeners that their righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees,
Jesus continued to present the practical implications of that righteousness. He shows His
listeners that the problem isn't in the righteous acts of the Pharisees but in the deadened,
affirmation-seeking hearts behind those actions. He doesn't ask His listeners to stop
praying, giving, or fasting but instead models how to do these things in a way that
honors God.

Jesus reminds us that our treasure is not here on earth, in the physical gifts we might
receive, but instead in heaven. He stills our anxious thoughts, reminding us that
our prayers, fasting, and giving are not the things that produce His will but acts of
obedience in the face of a God who cares for us. There are many times when Jesus
speaks in parables that mask His meaning for those whose eyes the Spirit has not yet
opened, but this passage offers some of His plainest instruction.

., l.nwhat,waysdoesth3s,part.ofJesus:.sermonchallengeyoutoexceed
the "righteousness of the Pharisees" ?

:-:. ", ReadMatthew7:1-29

Even the most biblically illiterate person you know can probably tell you that the Bible
says not to judge. You may have had the words tossed at you when you were trying to
point out sinful behavior, and perhaps you've been driven into an exasperated silence
upon hearing this misapplication of the verse so many times. Matthew 7, however, is far
from a primer on tolerance.
In this same passage, lesus preaches that some of the very people who believe they are
above judgment are hellbound. In addition to including the saying "Judge not, that
you be not judged," this passage also holds condemnation like "Depart from me, you
workers of lawlessness" (v. 23). Following the verse that is often taken out of context as a
condemnation against any kind of judging whatsoever, Jesus clarifies that our judgment
needs to start with a deep personal look at our ouin sinfulness. Then He tells us that
once we have seen ourselves clearly, we are to turn our eyes to our brothers to judge
(with righteous judgment; see John 7:24) their actions-and He tells us exacdy the fruit
we are to be looking for in both our lives and theirs.
How can we judge ourselves and others with righteous judgment rather
than self-righteous judgment?
l
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Encourage One Another
Join togetber uiitb 2-4 peoplefrom your 7oup, or uiitb yourfitmily, sometime
during tbe tueeb to reflect on tbe session and to sbare how God is uiorking aml
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
a Jesus' disciples are to be salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16).
* Jesus' disciples are to obey for God's glory, not their own (Matt. 6:1-4).
* Jesus' disciples are to live purposefully (Matt. 7:19-24).

0
0
0

How have you respondpd to these truths from Scripture?
What steps can we take to help one another ensure that we are
pursuing obedience with the right motives?
What are some instances of warning from fellow believers for which you
have become grateful at this stage of your Christian life?

Notes
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Unit23, Session

(2)

Jesus Teaches About

the Cost of Discipleship
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus shared that discipleship involves a clear,
total, and costly commitment to following Him.

BACKGROuND PASSAGES: Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-35

Despite the growing intolerance of Western society, we still live in a time when,
compared to other places in the world, it is incredibly advantageous to be a Christian,
at least to a point. Being a member at your local church (even if you only go on
special holidays), donating to your favorite Christian charity of choice (as long as it
isn't a pro-life charity), and being a generally moral person (as long as your morality
doesn't infringe on anyone else's choices) are all things that modern American people
claim to love.

But Jesus requires an obeience without parenthetical conditions-a true and radical
commitment. He requires obedience when it isn't trendy and even when it costs.
Our commitment to Him could cause a loss of livelihood, familial connections, and

eventually our lives.
How would you describe the world's impression of disciples of
Jesus Christ?

@ 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Group Time
- BeingJesus'disciplerequiresaclearcommitment
(Luke 9:57-62).
57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you
wherever you go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59 To another
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father."
6o And Jesus said to him, "Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you,
go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Yet another said, "I will follow you,
Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 62 Jesus said to him,
"No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God."

Whatever their salvation experience, there was a moment when every believer made a
clear, verbal commitment to Christ, saying "I have decided to follow Jesus" in one form
or another. But in this passage, Jesus communicates that verbal assent to His lordship
is not enough, and He doesn't sugar-coat His expectations of His disciples. He wasn't
concerned about amassing lukewarm followers for show. He is concerned with the real,
heart-deep commitment of His listeners that will lead to true transformation.

0

What were some of your expectations of Christian discipleship when
you became a believer?

Three men claimed to want to follow Jesus in this passage, but all three had their
hang-ups because they had to put Him above all else, including comfort, duty, wealth,
and family. They couldn't choose following Jesus art earthly comfort, following Jesus
rod earthly duty or wealth, following Jesus rod family; it was Jesus or everything
else. This was not a casual commitment but a life-akering one, and they needed to be
completely clear on the terms before signing on the dotted line.
Discipleship is a
informally to effect spiritual

that takes place both formally and
as people follow Jesus.

Growingin our faith and deepening our walk with Christ is something that
, not just the mind.

l

requires our whole
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Being Jesus' disciple requires a total
commitment (Luke 14:25-27).
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 'If
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wKe and

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
27 'Jhoever does not bear his own cross and come afoter me cannot be my disciple.
It should be apparent to us that Jesus is using startling words in this passage to drive
home an important point: Our allegiance to Jesus must be so complete that it should
even surpass our allegiance to our earthly family. In obedience to God's commands, we
should strive to love and respect our earthly relations to the best of our ability. Yet our
commitment to Jesus should so far outweigh our commitment toward any other person
that it would make our love for others look like hatred in comparison. This is radical,
and that is exactly the point Jesus is making: Our love for Him should be radical.

0

What are some ways a total commitment to Jesus may be displayed ?

We are commanded to love our families, but we

are called to love Jesus even more. Scripture also
has the expectation that we will love ourselves, yet
stiu we should love Jesus so much that our love for

ourselves looks like hatred in comparison. Instead
of calling disciples toward self-preservation, Jesus
teaches the opposite: we should take up our cross
when we follow Him, prepared to follow Him all
the way to Calvary. We should come to Christ as
if we have already died because our lives belong
completely to Him.

'/ Voices from
Church History
"The disciple is a disciple only
in so far as he shares his

Lord's suffering and rejection
and crucifixion. Discipleship
means adherence to

the person of Jesus, and
therefore submission to the
law of Christ which is the law
of the cross." '
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer

(IC)06-IC)45)
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Being Jesus' disciple requires a costly
commitment (Luke 14:28-35).

28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count
the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 0therwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, au who see it begin to mock him, ?'o saying,
' This man began to build and was not able to finish,' 31 0r what king, going out to
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for
terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has
cannot be my disciple.
34 "Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? " It
is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear."

Through two illustrations-building a tower and going to war-Jesus warned His
listeners that following Him is not just a passive decision but an active assessment of
everything we're willing to give up for Him. The cost of following Him is incalculable
because following Him wul cost us everything. If we are not willing to part with the
things most precious to us and put Jesus in the place of preeminence, then we need not
apply to become His disciples. If we come to the table trying to hedge and negotiate trying to give just a little less than our all-then we do not belong at the table at all.

0

What are some ways we may experience the cost of discipleship to
Jesus Christ?

In verses 34-35, Jesus told His listeners that His disciples are expected to be the salt of
the earth. As we discussed in the previous session, our job as Christians is to act as an
agent of preservation in a dying, decaying world. With the message and ministry of the
gospel, we seek to arrest the curse of death in individuals and in society. But we can only
do so -we can only be effective "salt"-as committed disciples of Jesus Christ who have
counted the cost and found following Jesus to be worth the price.
How have you had opportunities to be the salt of the earth for the glory
of Jesus in the past week?

i i
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My Mission
Because Jesus sacrificed His life on our behalf to

provide our salvation, we seek to commit our
time, resources, and energy for the work of
sharing Christ with others so they too
might be saved.
*

In what areas of your life do you need to
make a total commitment to Jesus, and
how wiu you do so?

'!' Voices from
Church History
'lt does cost something to be
a real Christian, accordinB
to the standard of the
Bible. There are enemies

to be overcome, battles

to be fought, sacrifices to
be made, an Egypt to be
forsaken, a wilderness to

*

*

How might your group need to
support one another when the cost of
discipleship hits home?
When sharing the gospel message, how
will you faithfuuy communicate and
live the cost of discipleship?

be passed through, a cross
to be carried, a race to
be run. Conversion is not

putting a man in an armchair
and taking him easily to
heaven. It is the beginning
of a mighty conflict, in
which it costs much to win

the victory. " 2
-J. C. Ryle (1816-IC)00)

l

l
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Daily Study
i: Read Luke 9:57-62
Jesus is not a salesman trying to make a commission, nor is He a modern-day influencer
trying to garner as many followers as possible. Actuauy, in this passage, Jesus seems to
be almost trying to deter new followers, refusing to sugarcoat the high cost of following
Him by painting the bleakest picture possible. He has no desire for fair-weather groupies
who chase after earthly fame or worldly glory, so He speaks very clearly about the lack
of earthly glory and renown they will know when they are with Him.
Jesus' followers need to know that they will have to give up family ties, home, money,
and security, and they won't be able to look back. It is only because of the surpassing
goodness of Jesus that we are able to see past the veneer of all that the world offers us
and instead look for the satisfaction of an identity firmly rooted in His person and work.
There is no cost too high. He is worth it.

0

When sharing the gospel, how can this passage inform how we
communicate with others the cost of following Jesus?

I

I

62

i

Daily Discipleship Guide
@ 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

Read Luke 14:7-14
Jesus is often depicted as the bridegroom. In this passage, Jesus told the story of a
wedding guest who knows not to exalt himself by sitting down in the place of honor
without being asked. This would be the equivalent of marching up to the bride's table
at an American wedding reception and sitting right next to her mother though the
seating chart declared otherwise. Instead, Jesus told His listeners to humble themselves
so that they will be exalted. He then encouraged them to seek the humble, blessing them
through acts of honor and kindness. lesus turns our traditional understanding of honor
and honor-seeking on its head, reminding us that He chose His bride-the churchnot because of her beauty and flash but in order to magnify her lack thereof with His
own immeasurable worth.

Jesus loves His bride not for what she can give to Him but because of what He can
provide for her as a recipient of God's grace.

0

How can we as the children of God rethink what it means to give honor
and to be honored ?

- Read Luke 14:15-24

Here Jesus told another story about a banquet. This time, a king has invited many to
partake of an expensive feast, but one by one, the guests give him an excuse and decline
the invitation. Upset, the king sends his servant out to invite anyone who will come.
Imagine this feast, fit for the wealthiest of society, being enjoyed by the lowliest. Those
who should have appreciated the splendor turned it down, leaving those who would
truly marvel at the spread to partake of it.
Jesus came to earth offering salvation, a feast that surpasses any worldly sustenance we
could imagine. While we'd like to believe that we would see the invitation for what it
is, so often we turn Him down in pursuit of the mundane. In this story, He reminded
His disciples that His table will be filled, and He cautioned them not to let worldly
distractions cause them to miss out on being seated at the feast.
How can we ensure that we place Jesus' calling in proper priority in

j

our lives?
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Read Luke 14:25-27

Crucifixion was a brutal business. Men were tied to a wooden cross and left to suffocate

once they tired of holding themselves up for air. This was often after a demoralizing
and painful beating, but in Jesus' case, He wasn't tied to the wooden cross but nailed.
Criminals in ancient Rome would have to carry their own crosses to the place of
execution, buckling under the weight of their own torture devices.
Yet in this passage, Jesus did not shy away from the brutality of what following Him
would cost His listeners. He told them that whoever fails to take up his own cross is not
a true follower of His.

While we likely won't die on an actual cross, the call to follow Jesus is indeed a call to
die. Far before they were martyred, Jesus' disciples were called to die to themselves.
They were called to count everything-their family, their money, their status, their
cultural capital-as loss in order to move Jesus imo His deserved spot as Lord of their
lives. This is not glamorous work but gruesome, agonizing, daily dying to our own
whims and desires in order to fulfill what Jesus has called us to do.

0

What are the practical ways that you take up your cross and die to self
each day?

-.>? : l ReadLuke14:28-35
Following Jesus is not something we are encouraged to do without forethought. Our
Savior does not hide the fine print from us but instead invites us to read carefully before
we sign on the dotted line. He isn't being secretive about hidden f'aees; He wants us to
know exacdy what following Him will cost us. His desire is not to discourage sincere
followers from worshiping Him but rather to encourage those sincere followers to
know exactly what they're getting into before they start making bold proclamations of
allegiance. lesus wants us to be prepared for the sacrifice that He has called us to.
Following Jesus will cost us everytbing. And if everything is not what we are willing to
give, then we are not ready to commit to the calling of being His disciples.
How can we understand exactly what it means to follow Jesus?

l

0
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Encourage One Another
Join togetber witb 2-4 peoplefrom your group, or witb yourfamily, sometime'
during the vueeb to reflect on the sessiotx and to share bout God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
a Being Jesus' disciple requires a clear commitment (Luke 9:57-62).
a Being Jesus' disciple requires a total commitment (Luke 14:25-27).
* Being Jesus' disciple requires a costly commitment (Luke 14:28-35).

0

0
0

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

When you first believed the gospel, what made the potential cost of
following Jesus seem worth it to you?
What are some ways we can make sure we are clear to unbelievers
about the costly commitment of following Jesus?

Notes
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Jesus Teaches About Prayer
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus taught His disciples to pray with faith,
persistence, and dependence on God.

BACKGROUND PASSAGES: Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-8

It's amazing to watch a toddler's explosion of language. He goes from aimless,
haphazard babbling to a few simple words to full-on sentences seemingly overnight.
From "Ball" to "My ball" to "I want that ball" to "I want that ball, please." From
wordless crying to very articulate demands. From limited communication skills to
holding entire conversations. Just like that, she begins to take part in the day-to-day
communication that we so often take for granted.
Learning to pray is like that.

0
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What are some ways growing in prayer is like growing in communication
as a child?

Date of My Bible Study:
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Group Time
"=-,-i , PraywithdependenceonGod(Luke11:1-4).
l Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 And he
said to them, "When you pray, say:
"Fa'dier, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread,
4 and fory,ive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation."
When Jesus teaches His disciples how to pray, the first thing He tells them to do is to
recall God's glory and holiness, that He would be "hallowed." God's kingdom and
His will, which reflect His glory and holiness, are foremost on Jesus' mind, as they
should be foremost on all of ours. Without a firm belief in the fact that God's glory and
holiness matter, our prayers are for naught.

0

Why should God's glory and holiness matter for our prayers?

Jesus' model prayer teaches us that God is concerned with both our physical needs and
our spiritual needs through three simple requests-Aor bread, for forgiveness, and for
protection. Jesus here captures our physical and spiritual needs and reminds us to rely
on the God who sustains us in all of them. God cares intimately for each one of us in
every minuscule aspect of our daily lives, both the physical and spiritual, so of course we
can depend on Him.
What are some reasons we struggle with dependence on God ?

l

0
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- a PraywithfaithinGod(Luke11:9-13).
9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. 1o For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more wiu the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him! "

Prayer is not a passive activity but an active one.
The language of seeking and knocking implies
action and initiative, not just wishful thinking.
Prayer, then, makes us active participants in the
plan that God has for us, not just wide-eyed
bystanders. But the act of prayer also requires faith
in our good God to know what is best for us,
whether that is what we ask for or not.

0

How has God answered your prayers,
whether in ways you asked or in ways
even better than you imagined?

'/' Voices from
Church History
"Prayer is a sincere, sensible,
affectionate pouring out
of the heart or soul to

God, through Christ, in the
strength and assistance
of the Hoty Spirit, for
such things as God hath
promised, or according to
the word, for the good of the
church, with submission, in
faith to the will of God." '

-John Bunyan (c. 1628-1688)

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He
taught them to address God as Father. This was
not an afterthought but an encouragement to see God as just that: Father and Sustainer.
Contrary to some fathers on earth who ignore and abuse their children, Jesus paints a
picture of God as a good and loving Father who delights to give us good things. The
supreme gift He gives is Himself through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
a . TheBibleteachesthataLthoughGodhasaplanfor
this world that He promises to fulfill, prayer is often the
God uses to accomplish His divine purpose. In this sense, it is true that "prayer
things," and it is also true that God uses prayer to change
so that our will comes into conformity with His.

l
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. ?' -i a- r T Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8).
l And he told them a parable to the efEect that they ought always to pray and not
lose heart. 2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and
saying, 'Give me justice against my adversary.' ]' For a while he refused, but afterward
he said to himsel[ ' Though I neither fear God nor respect man, s yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I wiu give her justice, so that she will not beat me down
by her continual coming.' " 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge
says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?
Will he delay long over them? 8 I teu you, he wiu give justice to them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

Jesus told a parable about a very familiar figure in Scripture: the widow. His overall
point with this story was not about caring for widows and orphans, people who were
vulnerable on the edges of society, but how Jesus frames this parable is important.
Notice that the judge is not the hero of the story. Instead, the praiseworthy and
victorious character is the widow, who persistendy approaches the judge to find justice
for herself against her adversary.

0

Why should Christians be concerned with justice in the world ?

The widow receives justice because of her persistent pleas, not because of the judge's
character or compassion for the woman. And this is where we get the main point of the
parable. More than justice for widows, Jesus was teaching us something about the God
we serve. Jesus compared this unrighteous judge to His Father in heaven, the ultimate
righteous Judge, and the contrast was sharp. If the unjust judge gave justice because of
the woman's persistence, then how much more will we receive justice in response to our
prayers because our Judge stands ready and wiljing to help us! So be persistent in prayer.
How would you assess the health of your own prayer life ?
o
Persistent and Faithful

Non-Existent
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My Mission
Because we have access to the Father through
Christ, we pray earnestly for the salvation of those
around us as we share the gospel with them.
*

What are some ways you need to pray
for forg'veness of your sins, knowing
the Father stands ready to forgive
because of Jesud

*

How can your group/church be praying
for your community with persistence
and &ith?

@

Voices from
the Church
"When we pray 'Our Father,'
we remind ourselves of his

closeness, his wisdom, his
patience, and his care. Time
doesn't allow us to discuss

the limitless applications
of this truth. But just know
this: God calts us first and
foremost to embrace

our relationship with him
as Father."2

Who will you be praying for to hear

-John Onwuchekwa

and believe tbe gorpel?
b?5P?ls

l

Notes
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Daily Study
=. o ReadLukell:1-4
The model of prayer that Jesus teaches here is a shorter version of the "Lord's Prayer" (or
as some prefer, the "Disciples' Prayer") that most believers know. In fact, if you grew up
in the church, you could probably finish each phrase without even thinking about it in
the King James Version: "Our Father, who art in
, hallowed be
thy
))

By giving us this prayer, Jesus isn't giving us the formula that we must use every single
time we go before the throne of God. If that were so, the Psalms likely would not be
included in the Bible since the psalmists tended not to phrase things in this way. Rather,
Jesus is giving us a model for prayer and teaching us several important truths: We pray
to a sovereign God whose soon-coming kingdom is advancing every day, and yet, even
in the midst of His lofty, heavenly kingdom, He is concerned with forgiving us of our
sins and growing us in His likeness as we forgive others. These simple words are the
bedrock of our theology and practice, and as we pray them to the only One worthy of
them, we end by asking Him to help us not be tempted to take our eyes off of Him.
. ' As you re-read this well-known prayer, how can you see the gospel

l

embedded in its words?
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:o:t - Read Luke 11:5-8
Think of your very best friend in the world. Maybe you grew up together or went to
the same college. Perhaps you were roommates once upon a time, a bridesmaid or a
groomsman. You would do anything for this person because your love for him or her
is so great. Now imagine that this person banged on your door in the wee hours of the
morning for some bread.
The man in Jesus' story even mentions the fact that his children are asleep, and if you've
raised small children, you know how precious those hours of slumber are. No matter
how much you love your friend-and perhaps you love your friend and are comfortable
enough to be honest with him-you may not want to give him any bread.
In Jesus' story, though, it isn't because of one friend's love that he gives the other bread but
because of the other's persistence. Jesus uses this story to highlight the love of the Father,
which is so great that there is no hour too late For Him to hear the cries of our hearts.

0

When was the last time you prayed persistently about something?

r';,=i>=:> ReadLukell:g-13
We au know the story of Aladdin and his magic lamp. The genie who popped out
of that ancient light fixture owed whoever rubbed the lamp three wishes with very
few exceptions. Anything Aladdin dreamed of-from love, to riches, to power-was
literally at his fingertips.
When we read the way Jesus teaches about prayer in this passage, we might be tempted
to picture God a bit like a magical genie. All we have to do is ask, and we'll be given
whatever we want, right? Whatever door we knock on, God will open it, and whatever
we seek, it will be given to us.
This would be a very dangerous proposition, but of course, it isn't what Jesus was
teaching. Notice that Jesus refers to God as Father here. And just like a father, God
sometimes has to tell His children "no" when they make a request. Like pouting
two-year-olds or petulant teens, we may not always like the answer that God gives us,
but the point Jesus was driving home is that God wil[ answer. Because of His love for
us, we can trust whatever His answer might be.

72

How can prayer reveal God's will to us?

l
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Read Luke 18:1-8

The widow in Jesus' story does not give up easily.
Again Jesus was teaching His listeners a lesson in persistence. God is not a cruel judge
whose arm has to be twisted in order to do right by us. He is an all-wise Father who
delights in caring Eor His children, but our persistent prayer is a way for us to grow more
and more in reliance upon God. It constantly refocuses our hearts as we cry out to Him,
keeping His name on our tongues and His promises on our minds. It increases our faith
by consistently reminding us whom we serve and to whom we are to submit every desire
of our hearts.

As we pray and read God's Word, these heart desires become more and more in line
with God's will for us. Through prayer, we are not convincing God to do the right
thing. He is already going to do right by us. Instead, we are reminding ourselves to
endeavor to understand and appreciate the will of God.

0

How can prayer teach us to trust the Lord?

-l.-,-, -; ReadMatthew6:5-8
Before launching into the how-to of prayer in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told His
listeners how not to pray.

Our pr;?yers are meant for the glory of God alone, not the glory and honor of ourselves.
Jesus was not telling us to avoid praying in public. We know this because Paul gave
instruction about public prayer in his epistles (l Tim. 2:8). Rather, Jesus was telling us
to guard our motives when we pray, whether we're in public or in private. Our goal is not
to be seen for our eloquence or piety but to communicate with God in a way that blesses
His name and blesses those who might hear us. We are not praying for the earthly
reward of a pat on the back but to communicate with the Father who has already
secured our eternal reward in Jesus.

09

How can we make sure we are praying for God's glory and not our own?
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Encourage One Another
Join togetber with 2-4 peoplefrom your group, or uiith yourfamily, sometime
duririg tbe weeb to reflect on the session and to share bow God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
* PraywithdependenceonGod(Lukell:l-4).
- PraywithfaithinGod(Lukell:9-13).

* Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8).

0

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

What does th.e way we pray indicate about our perception of

God's character?

0

What steps can we take to ensure that praying for the salvation of
others is something we do consistently and persistently?

l

Notes
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Jesus Teaches About Treasure
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus warned His disciples about hoarding
treasure instead of living generously with whatever God gives.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Luke 12:13-34

Ebenezer Scrooge is the main character in Charles Dickens's A Christrnas CmoL The
miserly old man can't even be moved to generosity on Christmas Day, a time of year
when even the greediest penny-pinchers have been known to share a bit more than
usual. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by three ghosts: the Ghost of Christmas
Past, the Ghost of Christmas Present, and the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.

These three ghosts uncover the past root of Scrooge's greed, the far-reaching present
results of that greed, and the dire future consequences of his greed. Through this
experience, Scrooge learns his lesson, has a change of heart, and becomes an example of
joyful giving.
Why is money such an effective snare for people's hearts?

l

I
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Group Time
i':-,o- BerichtowardGod(Luke12:15-21).
15 And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness,
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told
them a parable, saying, " The land of a rich man produced plentifully, o and he
thought to himself, "What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18 And
he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there
I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry." ' 2o But God
said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required ofyou, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is
not rich toward God."

"What's he worth?" Most of us understand this question concerns a person's monetary
status, but how many of us stop to think about what the question implies? Before Jesus
Iaunched into a parable about a rich man, He told his Iisteners not to measure their
worth by the abundance of their possessions because our worth is not determined by
what we do or what we have. Our earnings, either spiritual or physical, will never
amount to the priceless love that God freely gives us through faith in His Son.
Jesus told the story of a rich man who has a lot in

common with many people today. Already having
more than enough, he reasoned bigger is better.
He stockpiled his goods and told himself that
he'd never have to work again. His only job would
be to eat, drink, and be merry. What a life! But
then God told him he would die that very night.
It's a morbid story, but it hits on a truth we all
instinctively know: you can't take it with you.

0

',' Voices from
Church History
"This should be the carefut
consideration of wise

people, that since the days
of this life are short and the

time uncertain, death should

never be unexpected for
those who are to die. Those

who know that they are
mortal should not come to

What will it look like to be rich

-Leo the Great (c. 400-461)

l

I

toward God?

an unprepared end."'
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-: -' Trust in God's faithful provision (Luke 12:22-28).
22 And he said to his disciples, " Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you wiu put on. 23 For life is more
than food, and the boo more than clothing. 21" Consider the ravens: they neither sow
nor reap, they have neither smrehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much
more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that,
why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!
Jesus' words in this passage echo His teachings on prayer: ?e do not have to worry
that God is going to forget us; He already cares for us. Worry is an easy sin for us
to fall into. It creeps in without being invited, stealing into our work and needling us
about whether or not we will be able to afford our daily bread. When we worry about
the things of this earth, we betray hearts and minds that are centered not on the eternal
provision of our loving Father but on our own efforts, which are entirely secondary.

aua' Whataresomethingswearepronetoworryabout?
Jesus, as the Son of God, was intricately involved in the creation of our bodies, so He,
better than anyone, knows that worry does not add a single day to our lives. In fact, all
worry does is detract from our lives and our ability to worship our Creator. To make
this point, Jesus pointed to the lilies of the field, which don't have the capacity either for
work or worry, and yet, they are completely taken care of. God caxes for fragile flowers
without eternal souls, so how much more does He care for His children!

i

What are some ways God has provided for you that can help you resist
the temptation to vvorry about your present circumstances?

l
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Seek God's kingdom first (Luke 12:31-34).
31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 Fear not,
little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
God's provision for us extends far beyond our daily bread. The eternal provision that
God has made for us through the person and work of His Son does not negate our
temporal needs but is far more important than our temporal needs. We have a God who
cares deeply for the well-being of our mortal bodies, but He does not promise us ease
on this earth. In fact, as we learned when speaking about the cost of discipleship, Jesus
promised His followers the exact opposite. He does promise to care for our physical
needs, but even more so, He promises that our eternal well-being will always be secure.

0

How are we to seek God's kingdom?

Jesus said our greatest treasure isn't something we can hold in our hands; rather, our
greatest treasure is found in heaven. The things we can hold can always be lost, stolen,
or destroyed. We can drop them, nick them, scratch them, and have to sell them.
Therefore, our dearest treasure should be something that nothing can destroy and that
no one can take away. Tliis litmus test should revolutionize the way that we understand
our treasures because the Lord alone should be our greatest treasure.
We are to invest the

and material possessions God has given us for His kingdom work, knowing that
God is the true

of aLl we have, and that our true treasure

is found not on earth but in heaven. Motivated by God's generosity to us made
most clear in the

, we are to give God the best of what we

have, regularly, sacrificially, humbly, and cheerfully, praying that God may be
in our stewardship of His provisions.
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My Mission
Because Jesus is our greatest treasure, we live with
generosity, trusting in God's provision of our
needs, as we seek to steward well the resources
God has entrusted to us.
*

How will you honor God, the giver of
all good gifts, especially salvation by
faith in Jesus Christ?

*

How might your group need to hold
possessions loosely for the sake of
the kingdom of God on display in
your church?

41

" . Voices from
the Church
"God's continual provision
is always before our eyes.
It's His common Brace that
keeps the sun rising and the
earth turning. It's God's good
providence that keeps His
creatures fed and clothed.

Indeed, it is His grace that
runs before us and behind

us, keeping us secure in
a way our own worrying,
striving, and scheming could
never achieve."2

What are some ways you can live
with Jesus as your greatest treasure
to help you communicate the gospel

-Rebecca Faires

to unbelievers?

i
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Daily Study
i '- o ReadLuke12:13-21
In this passage, a young man spoke up like a little boy asking his mother to settle a
dispute between siblings; he wanted Jesus to tell his brother to share his inheritance.
No doubt, if you had asked this young man what kind of person his brother was, he
would have described him as incredibly greedy. Of course, the irony here is that Jesus
could see right through this young man and knew that greed was what motivated his
own request.

We are usually very good at seeing the greed in others but less accurate when judging
the greed in our own hearts. Here Jesus gives us an important litmus test: Are we giving
everything to build for today or do we have our eyes on eternity?
The author of Hebrews wrote of how J esus kept eternity in view during His own
mission that involved suffering and death: "Jesus . . . who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). Let us follow our Savior by denying ourselves potential
earthly joy in order to gain eternal joy by taking up our cross so that we might gain
our resurrection.

How can we be sure we are storing up heavenly treasures instead of
earthly ones?

l
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Read Luke 12:22-30

Money can buy us a lot of things, but contrary to popular belief; it cannot buy us
&eedom from vvorry. No matter how much material wealth we have, we are still
susceptible to hand-wringing concern about our futures. We worry about acquiring
money and keeping money, about spending it wisely and treating ourselves, and about
how much treasure we have or how little.

lesus' words here remind us that our concerns over what we will eat and what we will

wear are for naught. He was not encouraging us toward idleness but rather reminding
us that He is the One who blesses the very Iabors we are prone to Eret over. The birds
Jesus spoke of don't know the meaning of worry. They work in the way that God has
made them to work, toiling without concern for their future because they don't know
anything but to trust the processes that God has set up for their good. The same
goes for the lilies of the field. How freeing it would be to trust God as effortlessly as
one of these!

? What does our worry say about ;here our trust truly lies?
. : - Read Luke 12:31-34
In this passage, Jesus reminds us that God is our Father, not an austere miser in the sky

waiting to withhold good things from us. We can trust Him to do right by us and by
our earthly treasure because He has stored up myriad eternal treasures for us.
In fact, the greatest treasure is the Person speaking to us in this passage. Jesus, the Son
of God, is the most precious gift that God has ever given His children. There was no
amount of toil we could have given to earn Him, no amount of money we could have
paid to profit from Him. He has been given to us completely free of charge. He is the
One who paid for us by laying down His invaluable life on the cross.
It is because of this gift that we can view our own treasure as an added blessing and not
as the source of our value. We can give of it freely because the gift of greatest worth has
already been given to us in Jesus.

.0s; What is the t.reasure th.at c.an neve.r be destroy.ed, and why does it
deserve our highest affection and investment?
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- - - Read Matthew 6:1-4
Jesus' words about earthly treasure don't just extend to the monetary. We can treasure so
many other things on earth, particularly the praise of our fellow human beings. Even in
giving sacrificially of our monetary treasure, we can fill the stores of our pride.
Thus, Jesus warned us in Matthew that when we give to the poor, we should not be
giving to our own overblown sense oF self-importance at the same time. If need be,
we should give completely in secret, skirting the praise of others in an effort to give
completely for the glory of God and not for the glory that we can garner from our
fellow human beings.
God cares that we give, but more than that, He cares about the heart behind our giving.
. .- How can we ensure that our hearts are right before God when we give?
l =!.- :-Read Mark 12:41-44

Jesus teaches us here that our giving isn't measured in mere sums. A rich man can give
to God in amounts that would make most of us faint just to think about, but his gift
might not come from a generous heart. A poor widow can give just a penny, and her gift
might come from a place of full reliance upon God.
Through her offering, this widow showed that God was truly her treasure; she gave
out of her lack in complete trust that He would supply her earthly needs. When we
give, God is not concerned with an exact percentage of our wealth so much as He is
concerned with the heart behind our giving. Are we giving out of abundance, keeping
back a heart of submission to God, or are we giving out of our lack, realizing that we
should entrust ourselves to God just as the widow did in this passage?

@

How can we be sure that our giving is rightly motivated ?

l
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Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 peoplefrom your ;group, or witb yourfamily, sometime
during the weeh to reflect on tbe session and to sbare how God is uiorhing a?
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
* Be rich toward God (Luke 12:15-21).

- Trust in God's faithful provision (Luke 12:22-28).
- Seek God's kingdom first (Luke 12:31-34).

0

0
0

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
When have you gained joy by giving up something earthlyin order to
exalt Jesus' supreme worth?
How can we help one another plan and budget for acts of generosity
fitting for those whose real treasure is in heaven?

l
l
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Jesus Teaches

About the Good Shepherd
Jesus declared that He is the good shepherd
who knows and cares for His sheep and who lays down His life so they
might live.

BACKGROuND PASSAGE: John 10:1-21

If you have ever watched a crime drama television show, no doubt you have witnessed
the interrogation technique "good cop, bad cop." Outside oE the interrogation room,
two officers debate who will play which role. The "bad cop" aims to be stern and harsh,
even threatening, while the "good cop" tries to develop a rapport with the suspect,
demonstrating a compassionate and level-headed demeanor in contrast to the "bad cop."
Which role would you prefer to play: "good cop" or "bad cop" ? Why?

Date of My Bible Study:

l
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Group Time
t-'iil;ai Jesusisthegatethatleadstoabundantlife
(John 10:7-10).
7 So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen
to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and
out and find pasture. lo The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life and have it abundantly.

The Pharisees led people away from a true relationship with God by their additional
rules and false, human-centered interpretations of the law. But Jesus offered Himself as
the way into eternal life and community with the Father and His sheep -He is the gate.
If you want to enter into the flock of God and into communion with the Father, you
have to go in by way of Jesus, who said: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6).

@How.can we identify "thieves and robbers" that threaten the flock of
God today?

As the gate, Jesus grants us safety from all the enemies that would destroy us for
eternity in hell: sin, shame, and death. We are saved when we enter God's presence by
Christ. But we aren't just saved in the past or for the future. Imagine sheep sitting in the
sheepfold celebrating their siety from danger, only to die from starvation while inside
the fold. That would be a tragedy! Christ provides safety from the dangers outside of the
fold, but He also provides sustenance for those inside the fold. We aren't just smed; we
are satisfied in Him.

{:':;a Ho.w would you describe the abundant life that comes through faith

i

l

in Jesus?
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Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His
life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
Here, Jesus is declaring how much He loves and cares for His sheep because they belong
to Him. This says less about the sheep and more about the Shepherd and His character.
The hired hand loves his life more than the sheep. Jesus loves His sheep more than His
own life. Like the sheep in the metaphor, it's not because we're a glamorous bunch. We
who belong to Jesus haven't earned His love and protection. Jesus loves, protects, and
cares for us because we're His.

0

How should the fact that believers belong to the Shepherd affect the
way we think, feel, and live?

In contrast to the hired hand, Jesus made this noble claim: He was willing to die for His
sheep because they're His and He loves them. We love statements that boldly declare
the extent to which someone would go to protect a loved one. But of course, these were
more than mere words with lesus-He followed through on His claim for our salvation.
A good shepherd doesn't lay down his life simply as an example for his sheep. He
sacri&es his life to ensure the saEexy of his sheep. Jesus-the Good Shepherd-didn't
just give us an example of what we ought to do; He actually saved us.
a a Because of God's righteousness and
, humanity's sins must be atoned 'for in order for
people to be

to God. As the propitiation for sins,

Christ's death is the appeasement or satisfaction of God's
against sin. Christ's propitiation for our sins demonstrates both God's great
toward sinners as well as the necessary payment that results

l

from the penalty of sins.
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- JesusisthegoodshepherdwhoknowsHissheep
(John 10:14-18).
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. '6 And
I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there wiu be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down,
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."
Jesus said that He knew His sheep and His sheep

knew Him. Surprisingly, Jesus likened His - . , " Voices from
relationship with His sheep to the way He knows

the Father and the Father knows Him. The Father

and the Son, along with the Holy Spirit, know

Church History
"Now if we want to be faithful

christ'ians,'the; we mu-st

each other intimately because they are one

'a?q
4"5, 'j:,,ar ?':eb::b"'.,oi
recognize the shepherd's

(John 1:1). 50 close 15 thIs rela'oonsblp fhaf seeing y'()'j(.';W;'d' lj'5'i;(') 't"o"i't"al"'on"e;
the Son is seeing the Father (John 14:9-10). It is
fMeV do no?rec0gn!,zeo?her
voices, nor do they listen
this deep, intimate knowing that Jesus related to to";m" .'-'- i
the way He knows us and we know Him.

-Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Jesus' statement that He had other sheep, alluding
to Samaritans and Gentiles, who weren't part of
this sheep pen might have confused the lews within earshot. Didn't the Jewish people
alone have Abraham as their father through Isaac and Jacob (John 8:39)? But "all the
families of the earth" had been part of God's plan ever since He called Abraham,
and before (Gen. 12:l-3). Jesus commissioned and empowered His disciples to ensure
that the gospel of His death and resurrection would spread throughout the world
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).
- Th;-o('a,ie. a' i-*cc':. Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, the
is created by God through the atoning

of Christ, As the

people of God, the church seeks to live under God's

care

while we are protected and cared for by Him.

i

How does a diverse church display the glorious wisdom of God ?
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My Mission
Because Jesus laid down His life for us so that we

might be saved, we live sacrificially as we point

" Voices from

others to the sacrifice Christ made for us.

Church History

*

@

*

What step of faith do you hear Jesus
calling you to take?
What are some ways your group can
encourage your group leader(s) and
pastor(s) in their shepherding role as
they reflect the Good Shepherd?
Who are some wayward sheep in your
sphere of influence who need to hear the
good news about the Good Shepherd?
Pray for opportunities to share the
gospel with them.

"We are half-hearted

creatures, footing about with
drink and sex and ambition

when infinite joy is offered
us, like an ignorant child
who wants to go on making
mud pies in a slum because
he cannot imagine what
is meant by the offer of a
holiday at the sea. We are far
too easily pleased."'-C. S. Lewis (18C)8-1C)63)

Notes
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Daily Study
Read John 10:1-6

Jesus painted a picture of two voices calling out to sheep: one is the good shepherd and
the other is a sheep thief', and they are both calling the sheep to follow them. The sheep
respond to and follow the voice of the shepherd but run away from the stranger's voice,
and a good thing too since tl-re thief wants to lead the sheep away to fleece them for
personal gain.
Do you ever doubt if you really belong to the
Good Shepherd-to Jesus? Sin, shame, and doubt
can call out to you to convince you that maybe
you don't really belong to Jesus. But Jesus assures
us that all who are His sheep recognize His voice
and follow His voice. They may not graze in
a straight path behind the Shepherd, but they
always return. Does the voice of Jesus through
Scripture stir you to belieF and repentance? If so,
take heart because it means you belong to Him.
If not, consider whose voice you are following and
turn to the Good Shepherd who welcomes into

-. Voices from
the Church
"Abundant life is not about

having stuff. It's about having
peace, having joy, having
God. So thank you, Jesus,
for being a door for us. We
believe you are the only
door to eternal safety. The
only door to soul-satisfying
pastures. The only door
to God."3

-John Piper

His flock all who believe in Him.

What are you hearing from the voice of Jesus today?

i

0
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Read John 10:7-10
We often take doors for granted. What if there were no doors in the world? You
wouldn't be able to enter or leave your home. You wouldn't be able to hop in a vehicle
to go someplace, which you also wouldn't be able to enter. From another perspective,
no doors would mean no sense of safety and security. A doorframe with no door invites
anyone to enter, including thieves and murderers. We need doors. Without them, we are
stuck and in danger.
Jesus said He alone is the gate, or door, to salvation and eternal life with God. Without
this gate, there is no hope of being rescued from our sin and its consequence, no way
of entering into God's holy presence. Furthermore, without this gate, there would be
no protection from those whose only goal is to do us harm, notably spiritual harm. But
we do have this gate, and those who believe in Jesus-the gate for the sheep -ought to
be gratefi.il.

Q

What are some ways you will express your gratitude for Jesus as the
gate to salvation?

- Read John 10:11-13

In this passage, Jesus expanded upon His metaphor of a shepherd at the beginning of
the chapter, and He did so, in part, by way of contrast. Previously, Jesus described the
bad actors in the scenario as "strangers" and as "thieves and robbers" who climbed the
walls of the sheepfold instead of entering by the gate (vv. 1-5). Here He layers on "hired
hand" and "wolf" The enemies of the sheep come from without and within, unknown
and known. They may be among us, but they are not of us (1 John 2:18-19). They are
characterized by selfishness, deception, and a desire to hurt and sow discord.
By contrast, the Good Shepherd lays His life down for His sheep. He won't abandon
them but will defend them with His life. His sheep know Him intimately, and where
enemies seek to harm and scatter, Jesus binds up and heals. He cares about His sheep;
He cares about you.

0

How does the Good Shepherd's care for His sheep address the pain and
struggles you are currently facing?

i

go
l
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Read John 10:14-18

The Bible says it is appointed for human beings to die once and then face judgment for
their thoughts, words, and actions in life (Heb. 9:27). All of us are going to die. The
wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23); we've earned this. And once we have died, we are

going to stay dead (until, of course, Jesus returns and brings the promised resurrection).
No amount of effort from our dead selves will start our hearts beating, o?ir lungs
breathing, or our bodies moving.
But Jesus, as fully human as we are, is unique, for He is also fully divine. By the
command of His Father, the Son of God came to earth as a human being for the
purpose of laying down His life to save us from eternal death and the judgment of hell
for our sin. And He also has the right and the power to take His life up again in His
resurrection, because He died not for His own sin but for ours. He died and was raised

so we too might be raised in the newness of eternal life.

. .' What are some ways you will show your love and honor for the One who
laid His life down and took it up again to save you?

.,:a:> = ReadJohnlO:19-21
The people in this passage came to a crossroads as they debated over who Jesus is. They
were split over whether Jesus was demon-possessed or divinely powerful. In his book
Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis famously said that when you encounter Jesus, you have
one of three conclusions to make: Jesus is eitl'ier a liar, a lunatic, or He is Lord. /l If He is

a madman or a liar, then you don't take seriously anything He says. But if He actually is
who He says He is, then you must take everything He says seriously. Lewis's point was
that you cannot encounter Jesus and remain arnbivalent toward Him-Jesus demands a
response from you, and failing to respond is in itself a response to discount Jesus.
The blind man whom Jesus had healed made his choice: Jesus is Lord. To make this
response means we must submit ourselves to Hirn and His authority. He is the Good
Shepherd, after all.

il

What parts of your life require your repentance and submission to the
Good Shepherd?

l

0
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Encourage One Another
Join together uiitb 2-4peoplefrom your group, or with yourfitmily, sometime
during the uieek to reflect on the session and to sbare bow God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
a Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life (John lO:7-10).
* Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep
(John 10:11-13).

o Jesus is the good shepherd who knows His sheep (John 10:14-18).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
In what ways is it fitting for us to see ourseLves as sheep?

- What.doestheshepherd-sheepm.etaphor.thatJesususessuggest
about the importance of our meeting together?

Notes

l
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TGP: Matthew 5:i3-r6
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OULD YOU PASS

the salt, please?" is a
frequent request at
many meals. The human body needs
salt, a mineral, to survive. Salt production became widespread in ancient
times because of the need for it in

the diet.} Cultures throughout known
history eventually found a variety of
other uses for sodium chloride-salt.

basic applications of salt on food tran-

Added to animal feed, salt served

scend time and civilizations-to sea-

an antiseptic purpose (Isa. 3o:z+).

son and preserve. Salt enhanced flavor
(Joti 6:6). It acted as a preservative on

fertilized crops. As with any min-

fish or meat. Artaxerxes' declaration

eral, however, too much salt rendered

that Ezra go to Jerusalem with all the
salt he needed (Ezra 7:22) illustrates the
importance of salt for survival.
Salt also had many medicinal uses.
Pliny summarized, "Herein is especially applicable the saying that for the
whole body nothing is more beneficial

the ground unfit for crop production
(Deut. 29:23). In oil lamps salt produced a brighter light and helped the
wick to last longer.9

Until modern times, the limited

than salt and sun."5 Salt functioned as

availability of salt made it a valued
product. Scientists now know that
salt exists widely across the globe.

a treatment for snake bites and insect

stings. Some eye ointments contained
salt. It was used to remedy gum disease, boils, migraines, and tonsillitis.
The daily use of salt promoted healthy

Unaware of that fact, the ancients

sought it diligently and prized it.2
Pliny said, "Heaven knows, a civilized
life is impossible without salt."3
Three sources for salt existed in the

land of the Bible. One, rock salt was

Near-Eastern cultures used salt exten-

sively in their religious rituals as well.Zo
In the Old Testament, salt held a

bodies for lengthy periods.b

A ration of salt, the Latin word sala-

water evaporated (Zeph. z:g). Third,
salt marshes produced encrusted salt
(Ezek. 47:n). Other societies acquired
salt in similar ways. Pure sodium chloride never degrades. In production,
however, it got mixed with calcium
sulfate (gypsum) and other minerals,

rium, came to Roman soldiers as part

oE their pay. The terg "salary" derived

fi
z
o

i
s
2

3

since the ancients added salt to flavor

B,

their food, naturally they applied it to
the food they oEEered God. The purifying effect of salt as a preservative

t

from that Latin word.8

o

Below: Ru}ns of

stor* buildings in

. The irony about
them be7ng blind is

Laod}c*a. J*sus
told the church at

that Laodicea was
ointment that local

quality of salt in ancient Israel."

Laodicea, "you say,
Tm rich; I rav*
b*com* wealthy
and need noth}ng,'
and you don't know

Uses of Salt

that -you are wretch-

Right: Roman
oil Iamp; terra-

Salt's uses in biblical times mirrored

*d, pitiful, poori

cotta; dated to

blind, and nak*d"
(Rev. 3:17, HCSB).

*arly in th* 1st

that of neigh):ioring cultures. Two

to the practical, everyday uses as
described above. Salt in religious practice, however, holds a prominent role
in Scripture. Persons of other ancient

prominent role in sacrifice. All cereal offerings required salt (Lev. z:i3).
More than likely all meat offerings
included salt (Ezek. 43:24).II It signified the permanent relationship
of God to His people. Additionally,

Worlcers harvested dried salt when the

which look like salt. This affected the

Some biblical references to salt allude

similar salt cures. Salt pre.served dead

Sea water was placed in pits, sometimes
called pans, dug along the coastline.

west of the Dead Sea. Second, Dead

Salt in Religious Practice

teeth. Animals sometimes received

Many ancient cultures valued salt as
a commodity. The Romans taxed salt.
A portion of the tax income probably
supplemented the cost of production.7
Salt often served as currency in trade.

mined Erom a mountainous area south-

Small amounts oE salt on farmland

E
o

known €or an eye
merchants produced.
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Right: The meat market or "Macellum"
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on th* west coast of
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the Middle Bronze
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Ag*; Cypriot. The
Hebrews, as did
oth*r peoples,
would rub salt on

an infant as a protectiv* agent.
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symbolically purified
the sacrifice, making

(i

6

3
s

s

pas-

the covenant related

closely to its use in sac-

salt Elavors food, Christians add

Salt as a symtiol of
art

Six New Testament

sages reEer to salt. Three of
those (Matt. 5:i3; Mark g:4g-5o;
Luke 14:34) are similar. How can
disciples tie "salt of the earth"? As

it suitable for God.J2

rifice, which reminded

zest to the world through Christ-

the people of their cov-

likeness. When Christians con-

enant connection with

front sin and point people to Jesus,
they serve a preservative function
like salt. This latter concept reflects
the covenant principle that unites
God with His people. As salt, believers become instruments in the process
of tiringing God and people together.

God (Lev. 2:13). This

"covenant of salt" represented the eternal rela-

tionship God formed with
His people (Num. 18:19;
2 Chron. i3:5). In its pure form,
salt kept its saltiness permanently.
Thus it became a natural symbol of the
lasting bond tietween God and Israel.
The Hebrews adopted the tradition of rubbing salt on newborns
(Ezek. i6:4). They thought salt served
as an antiseptic and that it symbolized purification, thus cleansing
and protecting the baby from evil.?3
When Elisha threw salt into a spring
at Jericho, the previously undrinlcable
water became potatile (2 Kings 2:I9-22).
Salt sometimes symbolized a
curse. After defeating a city in battle, victors might sow the area with
salt (Judg. g:45). This destructive act
signified a disdain for the enemy.
Enough salt rendered the ground
temporarily sterile. When Lot's wife
turned back to Sodom and Gomorrah,

she became a pillar of salt because of
her disobedience (Gen. 19:26).

1
]

What did 3esus mean when He
said salt could "lose its taste" so that
it becomes worthless and must "be

thrown out and trampled on by men"
(Matt. 5:13, HCSB)? Possibly He referred
to impurities mixed with the salt that
diluted its effect. If so, He intended

this as a warning to His disciples to
remain faitMul to fulfill their responsibility to salt the earth. Or possibly
Jesus stated an otivious impossibility.
Pure salt stays pure. He considered it
foolish to think that genuine believers
would allow impurities to render them
ineffective in their task.}4

Three other references to salt appear
in the New Testament. The ancient

tradition referred to as "eating salt"
symbolized the bond of fellowship
people experience at a meal together
(see Acts i:4, one possitile translation
of Greek verb rendered "was together

with them" in HCSB).15 Speech "seasoned with salt" inferred the exer-

cise of appetizing or gracious language
(Col. 4:6, HCSB). In instructions about
the right use oE the tongue, James highlighted the fallacy of a saltwater spring
yielding fresh water (Jas. 3:iz). Even so,
unpalatable speech should not come
from a person changed by Christ.
Salt has proven to be a valued
resource for all humankind. Its worth

and widespread use in the ):iiblical world
led to its place as a crucial symbol in

the expression of faith.

4

I . R. J. Forbes, Studies rn Ancient Technology. 2nd ed.,
vol. 3 (Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. 1965). 164.

2. Vayk Kurlansky, Salt: A World H!story (New Yotk:
Penguin, 2002), 12.
3. Pliny, Natural History 31 .4 I .88 in The Loeb Class!cal
L!brary, trans. W. H. S. Jones, vol. 8 lCambyidge, MA:
Harvatd Univ. Ptess, 1963), 433.
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"If anyone would come a'fter Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me." Luke 9:23
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