AUGUST 2020

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Daniel’s Den:
What’s our future look like?
I wish I had a crystal ball to see what was in the future. If
we had looked into a crystal ball in January 2020 we
wouldn’t believe what we were seeing.
I have come to appreciate the words of Jesus on a
deeper level… “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your
life… But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (Matthew
6:25, 33-34)
In the same vein James says, Now listen, you who say,
“Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a
year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your
life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will,
we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your
arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then,
knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin
for them. (James 4:13-17)
The news this morning (July 23) reported surges in cases of
the virus, mask orders, and Dr. Anthony Fauci said that we
may not even be at the half way point of the pandemic. I
know, you , like me, are tired of hearing and thinking about it.
But how I feel doesn’t change anything. This is where we are.
So, what do I see in my crystal ball going forward?
1. God is still God and He will not leave us or forsake
us! The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are still active in
the church and our personal lives. The Bible is still
God’s Word and His truths are still standing. We need
not fear.
2. COVID protocols are with us to stay. Social distancing
(6 feet means 6 feet), mask wearing, handwashing,
small groups are all going to be with us for the next six
months or more.
3. Social media and virtual gatherings are a fixture of
the new society. Even after the pandemic is over,
virtual ministry will have a prominent role for the church.
4. We must envision new ways to come together
safely. I encourage us to find ways to gather in small
groups in a healthy way. That means following all of the
COVID protocols every time we gather no matter the
group. That means focusing on virtual or smaller group
gatherings, not the large gatherings we often push for.
That means when our building renovation is completed,
we design smaller groups per room and spread out
more. Outreach, discipleship, missions, fellowship,
stewardship are all part of the walk of Christ and we
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
9:30-11:30 a.m. Aug. 5-7, 2020
Register by Aug. 1 on the church website
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/vbs
• Adults must stay with the children they bring
• Activities outside in the lower-level parking lot
• Indoor restrooms will be open
• Social-distancing guidelines will be followed
• There will be a number of stations scattered throughout
the parking lot that your group will visit together
Questions?
Email the Director of Children’s Ministries:
claire.metzger@firstbaptisthamilton.org

A messsage from Claire:
We are holding a mini VBS this year using social
distancing and following all government guidelines. Our key
verse is “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend
on your own understanding. In all your ways obey Him.
Then He will make your paths smooth and straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6
Our main objective for these three days is that w can trust
God to work all things together for the good of those who
love him. Each day has a different theme, all based around
the story of Joseph and ultimately seeing his forgiveness
and how he helped save the Israelites from starvation. This
directly ties into how Jesus is the savior of the world! We will
use the ideas of mirrors, a drop tower and a rollercoaster to
explore how God used Joseph. Friday will also be a water
day.
Everyone who attends is invited to our closing event, the
movie night, at 7 p.m. Bring the whole family and something
to sit on!
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must find ways to continue to live our faith daily.
These adaptations will take making choices to do a new
thing, effort, focus, intentionality, and vigilance.
I believe it is a matter of our faith. We must find ways to
be a witness for Christ and a community for discipleship
during these difficult times. The writer of Hebrews, through
the Holy Spirit, urges us Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching. (Hebrews
10:23-25)
I am reminded that these words were written to a church
who felt like giving up because of persecution and threat of
life. Our situation in not as dire. It is our time to step up,
muster our resolve, and find a way to be the Church of
Jesus Christ to nurture our faith and the faith of our children
and families, and to share the gospel with our neighbors
and community.
That’s what I see in my crystal ball about our future for
the next six months and more. We can do this together with
God being our help.
I love you in Jesus,
Pastor Dan
_______________________________________________

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord. “Plans to prosper you, and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

MISSIONS

Thank you!
To those who have donated money to the Memorial
Fund and have designated it for the Children’s
Ministry, THANK YOU. We have used this money to
landscape the children’s playground outside on the
lower level. Please drive by and see it. Praise God we
can allow for safer playing and ministry in that area.
~ Katie Simpson, director of family ministries

FIRST STUDENTS

Missionaries for the month of August:
Anita & Rick Gutierrez
South Africa
Family doctors Rick and Anita train and equip “health
builders” to combat lifestyle-related diseases such as HIV/
AIDS, high blood pressure, heart and artery disease,
diabetes and malaria in homes, schools, places of worship
and marketplaces. Health builders also receive training in
gardening and poultry skills to help them promote good
nutrition and generate income, and lead Bible study groups
in their communities. Pray with Rick and Anita for a
disciple-making movement in South Africa. Source:
International Ministries
Bible Book of the Month …………………………… Exodus
The Bible Book of the Month is selected by the American
Baptist Women’s Ministry and is listed online at
www.abwomensministries.org.

Join us on Wednesday nights!
All youth in grades 7-12 are invited to Bible Study from
6-7 p.m. Wednesdays at the church. We’ve been meeting
in the gym (face masks encouraged). Please bring your
Bible! We will often have games or music in addition to
study. We’re trying to do everything as socially distanced
as possible. Feel free to bring a friend with you!
If you haven’t already, please fill out a youth information
sheet in the office. We need to know how to get a hold of
you when we have stuff happening. We also need to know
everyone’s T-shirt size!
We’ll see you soon!
~ Pastor Chris

LATINO MINISTRY UPDATE

How Primera Iglesia Bautista de Hamilton is doing through the pandemic
I thank God, because if there is a word that FBCH has
learned in Spanish it is: PRIMERA, and although we are no
longer physically in the First Baptist Hamilton facilities, we
are still in your hearts, and you are still in ours.
For more than 6 months we have been meeting at St.
Clair Avenue Baptist Church in Lindenwald. We thank God
and this church for their generosity. Our journey since then
has to be divided into two parts: Before and during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Before the pandemic, the church grew to twice its size
once we moved to St. Clair. For more than two months we
had an average attendance of 40 people. We added a
weekly prayer service every Wednesday and at the same
time we managed to establish the identity of our church as
a FBCH ministry, even when we did not meet in it. We
were already beginning to make ourselves known in the
community when the coronavirus surprised us all.
During the COVID-19 outbreak, we had to adapt to the
situation, beginning by educating our church on the use of
online social networks, just as I also learned to
communicate the gospel with these new tools.
As a result, we created a one-and-a-half-minute daily
devotional in video format, which was on during the stayat-home orders. Along with this, we broadcasted the
worship service live every Sunday, thanks to a committed
group of leaders who, even when it was more difficult,
dared to challenge the devil and work on the spread of the
Gospel. We have offered communion to-go, started a
remote Bible study every Thursday and just this week, we

have resumed our evangelism program through an English
as a Second Language class. At the first meeting on July
22, we had seven new adults who had never attended
church before.
This program has been revived with the help of Kadie
Henry, who is familiar with folks at FBC Hamilton because
she has served with them at Kirkwood Camp. She is a
member at FBC Middletown. Kadie was to go to Spain by
way of International Ministries, but because of the
pandemic she stayed here. IM suggested she reach out to
FBC Hamilton and now she is volunteering with our Latino
Ministry for the ESL class.
We are living in a challenging time, but also we are sure
that with the help of our Lord Jesus Christ and with the
support of brothers and sisters like you, my dear friends of
FBCH, we will make the commission: “Go and make a
disciple of all” come true, no matter what even if you speak
Spanish in the US.
If you would like to volunteer with the Latino Ministry, we
need leaders. We are seeking English-speaking folks who
will lead Sunday School for our children. They speak
English. Our Sunday services are at 12:30 p.m. at St. Clair
Baptist, so there is time to attend your service at FBC
Hamilton and then come over to St. Clair.

FBCH FINANCIALS

FIRST KIDS

Note: We are not handing out bulletins on Sunday
mornings. Originally we were publishing the weekly Record
of Stewardship on the digital Bible.com app, but we have
now moved it to this newsletter. Financials will appear here
each month. If you have questions please reach out by
calling the church or emailing info@firstbaptisthamilton.org.
Record of Stewardship
Last update: July 19, 2020
Envelope giving (one week): $7,884.00
Online giving (one week): $2,563.15
Total giving (one week): $10,447.15
Year-to-date giving: $406,973
Year-to-date budget need: $488,829
Over (under): ($22,604)
Online giving is on the rise
It is simple and secure to switch to giving online. You can
set up one-time gifts or recurring payments. For information
and a step-by-step guide on how to set it up, please visit
our website at www.firstbaptisthamilton.org/give.

Pastor Rubén Calzado
ruben.calzado@firstbaptisthamilton.org
(513) 592-1380

When will we return to having Wednesday and Sunday
groups for our children at First Baptist Church? The honest
answer is, as of the writing of this message, we simply don’t
know. There are a couple of reasons why we haven’t
resumed:
• In talking to many parents of our young children, we have
learned that they would not bring their children right now
• Our building remains under construction, and our
children’s areas are not ready to be used. We expect to be
in them by the first week of October
• We are waiting to see how local schools do with their
first few weeks of opening so that we may learn about any
safety issues that occur there
We handle a large number of children and families in our
weekly programs, and we want to ensure the safest
environment possible. Our church recognizes the need to live
with COVID-19 surrounding each aspect of our lives. We do
want to reopen when it is safe and we will again be together!
Please join us in praying for the end to this pandemic and
for God to move us where He wants us. We want our
children to meet Him in this place!
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Rural King shoppers may donate
to FBC Hamilton in August
If you plan to shop at Rural King at the
beginning of August, please consider selecting
First Baptist Church of Hamilton to receive a
donation during the store's "Church Week." Folks
are asked to use their receipts to go online to
www.ruralking.com/churchweek from Aug. 2Aug. 15 and enter their information. Rural King
will apply 10% of the purchase as a donation to
the church.
_______________________________________

Aug. 1

Aug. 9

Aug. 21

Naomi Hoskins

Braydon Boyd

Josh Day

Jeff Miller

Brennon Boyd

Frank Gaskins

Aug. 2

Aug. 10

Aug. 23

Brenda Abney

John Motzer

Wendy Bauer

Danny Acton
Ella Ellison

Emily Minnich
Aug. 11
Janet Baker

Aug. 24

Judy Wallace

June Winkler

Betsey Dietrich

Aug. 12

Aug. 25

Lauren Imhoff

Simon Nguyen

Bill Roberts

Janet Lewis

Aug. 13

Aug. 27

Jerry Wallace

Barb Begley

Elise Martin

Aug. 3
Sandy Ammon

National ABW Ministries to host online
domestic violence awareness training
American Baptist Women’s Ministries is
partnering with Safe Haven Ministries for a
Domestic Violence Prevention and Education
virtual training. This training will enable clergy,
church leaders, community groups, and domestic
violence educators to come together in a safe
and intentional manner to learn ways to support
and aid those in their communities that are
suffering from Domestic Violence. Participants
will gain knowledge, insight, and skills useful in
addressing and preventing domestic violence.

Todd Keith

Andrew Garver
Aug. 5
Guy Bauer

Aug. 17

Jaxon Rion

Lauren Hampton

Reese Day

Linda Wallace

Aug. 18

Aug. 29

Heather Nguyen

Olivia Hoskins

Edith Rish

Topics covered:
Biblical Exploration of Violence
Defining Domestic Violence
Characteristics of an Abuser
COVID-19 and its impact of Domestic Violence
Supporting Victims & Saftey Planning

Aug. 6

Class: 1-3 p.m. Sept. 12, 2020
Register by: Sept. 9
Cost: $25 (scholarships available)
Website: abwomensministries.org
_______________________________________

Doug Wallace

Youth ministry internship opportunity

Aug. 28

Dale Braun

Janet Moore
Aug. 19

Aug. 8

Alea Specht

Dale Kimble

Charlie Campbell

Aug. 30
Aug. 20

Atha Wallin

Lillian Harvey
Steve Martin

Aug. 31
Samantha Hickman
Malverie Landis
Carl Schwab

First Baptist Church of Hamilton is considering
having college interns to get experience with the
First Students Ministry. The interns will need to
go through their college to set up the internship,
which we will pay via course credit. If you know
of a student seeking an internship in student
ministry, please have them or their adviser reach
out to Pastor Chris Osterbrock at
chris.osterbrock@firstbaptisthamilton.org.

NOTE: Please call or
email the church if you do
not see you or one of your
family members on our list
of birthdays. We do not
intend to overlook anyone
but don’t realize it unless
you inform us.

Be part of creating
a recorded Bible Study
Pastor Chris Osterbrock will be leading a Bible Study
for three weeks entitled, “What is Saving Faith?” You are
invited to attend and will be part of a recording of the
lectures. The intent is to create video of these so that other
groups may use them in the future. We will begin at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 2, Aug. 9 and Aug. 16 in the sanctuary at
FBC Hamilton. There will be two half-hour sessions each
Sunday and there will be time for questions in-between.
“What is Saving Faith?” takes a look at how Saving Faith
is vital to spiritual growth, thinking through how you have
been saved by Christ and how that process helps fend off
false teachings. Please let us know whether you plan to
attend by going to firstbaptisthamilton.org/biblestudy.html
or calling the church at (513) 868-1412.
When this study ends, Sunday night Bible Study will
resume online, led by Stan Brown.
_______________________________________________

The Gospel Project
Volume 4: The Kingdom Provided
Unit 12: Wise King Solomon
Aug. 2: Wisdom for God's People: Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
Aug. 9: Solomon builds the Temple: 1 Kings 6-8
Aug. 16: The Kingdom Divided: 1 Kings 11-1
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OUR STAFF
Rev. Dr. Daniel C. Clemens (513) 341-1965………….…Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Christopher Osterbrock …….……Associate Pastor & Youth
Katie Simpson………………………….…..Director of Family Ministries
Claire Metzger……………………….….Director of Children’s Ministries
Roger Chamberlain………………..………Director of Blended Worship
Shon Morgan………….…Director of Modern Worship & Small Groups
Rubén Calzado-Rosado …………..……………Director of Latino Ministries
(meets at St. Clair Ave. Baptist)

Laurin Sprague……………………………..……..Director of Adult Choir
Mandy Gambrell…………………………….……….Office Administrator
________________________________________________________

FIND FBCH ONLINE
Visit us at
firstbaptisthamilton.org
for weekly worship videos,
newsletters,
announcements,
information about our
programs
and more! You may
submit prayer requests
through our website.

/firstbaptisthamilton
@fbchamilton
@fbchamilton
@fbchamilton
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