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By Pastor Daniel C. Clemens
Where were you when? Every generation has its “where were
you when” question about some cultural seismic event. Where
were you when Neil Armstrong landed on the moon? Where were
you when you heard JFK or Martin Luther King Jr. had been shot
and killed? Where were you when you heard about Columbine?
Where were you on 9/11?
We all have a new one we can share: Where were you when you
first realized this coronavirus was for real? 2020 has been a year
of quarantine, distancing, masks, impeachment, economic
upheaval, political turmoil, supreme court appointment hearings,
the contentious and contested election. We have been feeling
fear, anger, confusion, and hopelessness.
Moments like these are big. They change things. There’s no
going back. Culture shifts. Our lives are never the same.
Unfortunately, many of these tend to be negative events,
catastrophes, or tragedies. They strike with no warning and
introduce a new sense of uncertainty into our lives.
If there’s ever a year we need the hope of Christmas, this is it.
If there’s ever a year we need Christ, my friends, this is that year.
It’s a good thing we’ve made it here—to Advent, nearly to
Christmas!
Continued on Page 2
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Learn more about
“Rediscover Christmas”
online at
firstbaptisthamilton.org/christmas
_____________________________________

Rediscover ………………………….. Continued from the cover page
Entering Advent - This is a season of hope. Advent is all about
hope. The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival,” and the season
is traditionally a time of expectation, waiting, anticipation, and
longing.
Advent is not just an extension of Christmas — it is a season that
links the past, present, and future. Advent offers us the opportunity
to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, to
celebrate His birth, and to be alert for His second
coming.
Advent looks back in celebration at the hope fulfilled in Jesus’s
coming, while at the same time looking forward in hopeful and
eager anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when He
returns for His people. During Advent we wait for both — it’s an
active, assured, and hopeful waiting.
For the next four weeks, we will focus on Rediscover Christmas:
Good News in Troubling Times. We will continue in The Gospel
Project we see God revealing Himself in the Book of Daniel and is
preparing Israel for the coming of Christ.
November 29 is the First Sunday of Advent. The message will
be “Finding Hope in our Uncertainties” (TGP 6.16.2, Daniel 4).
12/06 Second Sunday of Advent: The message will be “Finding

Peace in Our Struggles” (TGP 6.16.3, Daniel 6).
December 13 Third Sunday of Advent: The message will be
“Finding Joy in Our Discouragements” (TGP 6.16.4, Daniel 7-12).
December 20 Third Sunday of Advent: “Finding Love in Our
Differences” (Matthew 1)
December 23 6:00 PM & 12/24 6:00 PM Christmas Eve services:
“Finding Christ in Our World”. These will be identical services with
carols, scripture, children’s message, message from God’s Word
and candles. We are asking that you register for which service you
will attend and how many so we will be able to social distance and
keep everyone safe.
Remember the popular Christmas song "We Need a Little
Christmas"? It is from Jerry Herman's Broadway musical Mame,
about the Wall Street Crash of 1929. Mame decides she, "need a
little Christmas now" to cheer them up. The original lyrics include
the line, "But, Auntie Mame, it's one week past Thanksgiving Day
now!"
I think after a year like 2020, “We need a little Christmas” and a
whole lot of HOPE in Jesus. Plan to join this Christmas season to
ReDiscover Christmas: Good News in Troubling Times.
I love you in Jesus,
Pastor Dan

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How First Baptist is handling COVID-19 safety
Working alongside the Deacons and Trustees, we’ve discussed
a lot concerning the conditions, effects and protocols surrounding
the COVID-19 pandemic. We have relied, time and again, on the
mission of the church and our value of the preached Word. This
does nothing to negate the seriousness of the virus. We remain
steadfast in seeking to provide a safe place of assembling God’s
people as we worship. We continue to provide facial-coverings,
sanitizer and concern for healthy spaces. Praise the Lord, we
have had the technology available to provide for those who are
not well or cautiously awaiting vaccines. Leadership desires to
continue affirming the reason for our gathering, in whatever form
of gathering, to be under the authority of Scripture to proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to the glory of God. We continue

to analyze our situation week-by-week, including what we provide
for children’s and youth ministry, Sunday School and weekly Bible
studies. As our Sunday worship service continues in-person, we will
discern when the meeting space is crowded to COVID-capacity and
we will share with you our plans for what another service will look
like. Please be in prayer as these boards are doing their diligence to
do what the church does in gathering God’s people, growing God’s
people, and calling others to be God’s people. Most of all, pray that
we, all of FBC, do not grow weary in doing good!
In the affections of Christ,
Pastor Christopher Osterbrock

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have a new online giving process
First Baptist has selected a new online giving vendor in light of our current vendor
shutting down at the end of this year. We will now be using Church Center, which is
through our worship organization software, Planning Center. Here are the steps to follow
to get set up with the new site (also an app).
Step 1
Turn off recurring giving online at give.firstbaptisthamilton.org.
Step 2
Go to fbchamilton.churchcenter.com and setup regular giving. Remember to choose
bank account (ACH) because fees have dropped from .55 cents to .25 cents.
Step 3
Choose to pay the fee if you would like.

Church Center app
There is also an app for giving. It is called "Church Center" at the app store. Choose our church and go through the steps to setup.
We are asking that all online givers make the switch to Church Center by Dec. 20, 2020. If you have questions, member Dan Morrow is our
church contact for this process. He may be emailed at tgs@firstbaptisthamilton.org. You may also contact the church office.
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Tidings and Rejoicings
Sweet Christmas songs implore me to
Lift up my weary head
For there, across the waves of time
My Savior found a manger bed
I look not to the evergreen
I look not to the gifts unseen
Instead, this sinner’s head I raise
And with the angels, give Him praise
This joyful chorus will declare
In pastures white with snow
The glad tidings the Heaven brings
His grace provides the warming glow
I look not to the morning frost
I look not to the money lost
Instead, I choose to love my voice
My Lord has come that all rejoice!
Would those in cold boots welcome in
A lamb of purest white
He comes to dine and feast wtih us
That we may glory in His sight
I look not to my guilt and shame
I look not to my prideful name
Instead, my hands join those of kin
Christ’s church freed from all our sin
To gther up His people to
Bring back His kingdom here
In part we are his people now
In fullness, know He’s coming near
I look to Him in swaddling clothes
I look to Him His mercy shows
Jesus, my King, oh Lord of all
Peace on Earth, Your Christmas call
Jesus, my King, oh Lord of all
Peace on Earth, Your Christmas call
By Christopher Ellis Osterbrock
_______________________________________________

Keeping Christmas
When every guest has taken leave,
and gifts are all unwrapped and gone,
I take a little time to grieve
before good memories linger on.
I find a special place to store
the footsteps coming up the path,
the bells a-jingle at the door,
the eager eyes, the boisterous laugh.
I call back moments by the fire,
each face that I hold dear aglow,
remember words that still inspire,
spoken today and long ago.
When family gathers all around,
the love lives on in every heart.
Therein is Christmas always found,
preserved in every sacred part.
By Susan Noyes Anderson
susannoyesandersonpoems.com
_______________________________________________

POINSETTIA
REMEMBRANCE

In memory of:
Her parents
Gary W Baker
Willie W Baker
Lauren Barrett
Wade Ezekiel Bowling
Zeke Bowling
Leonard Brown
Elizabeth Childs
Raymond Click
David Dawson
Roger Day
Jane Day & Molly Wrigley
Jon Follmer
Robert and Ines Frost
Leona and Robert Gibbs
My Family
Maybell Green
Charles and Beulah Hampton
Juanita Hazelwood
Linda Hoover
Everett Hoskins
Gene Howard
Ms. Alice Hughes
Erla Krastins
Paul Laubenstein
Jack Maddox
Oneta Faye Manning
Shirley Moore
Our Parents
Our Parents
Albert and Flo Potter
Eugene Pridgett
Ruth Pridgett
Kathy Reynolds
Kathy Reynolds
Wayne and Ruby Reynolds
Wayne and Ruby Reynolds
Jean, My Loving and Caring Wife
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Roberts
Ed and Ann Russell
Leona and Robert Shawver
Andrew Schramm
Kelly Stanger
John and Jane Tyra
J.K. Walker
Rob Westfall
Ray Wilson
Ryan Wilson

Given by:
Sandy Ammon
Jim and Mag Baker
Jim and Mag Baker
Dick and Sandy Ammon
Conner and Riley Bowling
His Loving Family
Brenda Brown
Pamela and Don Childs
Sharon Click
Ed and Carol Dawson
Josh and Janet Day
Josh and Janet Day
Nancy Follmer
Brian, Barb, KK, & Lyndsay Begley
Jim and Mag Baker
Flo Gill
Brenda Brown
Jerry & Loretta Hampton
Ann Brown & Cathi Thomas
Ed and Carol Dawson
Nancy Follmer
Carol Howard
Jack and Carol Roberts
Bob and Thelma Stanger
Evon Laubenstein
Evelyn Maddox
Pamela and Don Childs
Carol Gamble
Jerry and Carole Busch
Earl and Carolyn Gabbard
Larry and Marilyn Bowling
Brenda Brown
Brenda Brown
Bob and Thelma Stanger
Ed and Carol Dawson
Bob and Thelma Stanger
Ed and Carol Dawson
John Riczko
Jack and Carol Roberts
Charles and Kathie Russell
Jim and Mag Baker
Krys and Sydney Schramm
Bob and Thelma Stanger
Jerry and Loretta Hampton
Mary L Walker
Dick and Sandy Ammon
Lil Wilson
Lil Wilson

In Honor Of:
Jewell Bowling
Scott, Kristen, Cara, and Nate Dawson
Chuck and Kristin Fryer and Family
Evelyn Maddox
My First Baptist Family

Given By:
Larry and Marilyn Bowling
Ed and Carol Dawson
Ed and Carol Dawson
Riley Bowling
Nancy Follmer

FIRST KIDS
By Claire Metzger, director of children’s ministries
In the Metzger house we love Christmas! We love celebrating as a
family with traditions, decorations, games, food and presents. We
love celebrating that Jesus came into the world as a baby and that
he grew to make us right with God now and forever, just like it says
in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life."
Our family loves to do anything that makes the coming of Jesus
seem as beautiful, fun, attractive, intriguing, inspiring and awesome
as it truly is. Our traditions shape us, what we do over and over,
daily, weekly, or yearly, tends to make our values and beliefs and
lifestyle look like those things. It is important that we have traditions
that are centered around Christ. This is true in day to day life, and
it’s definitely true at Christmas. We have several old traditions and
new ones that I would like to share with you.
We always listen to Michael W. Smith's Christmas album as we
set up our tree and decorations. The children love singing along
and know pretty much all the words to these songs partially to
“Gloria” which is sang very loudly in our house. We typically have
hot chocolate and snacks while we decorate, and I try not to worry
about how the tree is lopsided with decorations! This year we are
adding special decorations to our tree in a 12-day countdown to
Christmas. Every family at church with kids will be receiving a kit
from me with nativity ornaments to put on their tree each day and a
short reading. I'm looking forward to adding this to our traditions as

each day, for 12 days we get to read a part of the Christmas story
together.
We have in the last few years added baking a birthday cake or
cupcakes for Jesus on Christmas day. We decorate it and sing
Happy Birthday to Jesus. This really brings home the fact that we
are celebrating Jesus' birthday at Christmas and that everything
else is just extra. I have included a cake mix in the 12 day count
down that we are giving to each family so you can start this tradition
also if you don't already.
We love as a family driving round in our pjs looking at Christmas
lights - it gives us time as a family without the distractions of
screens. We love to see the nativities set up outside and it helps us
remind the children of why we celebrate Christmas.
We will miss visiting and singing Christmas carols in person this
year, so we will try to call people and share our singing via the
telephone or video. This may become a new tradition for us
especially as we have family that lives all over the world! I challenge
to try singing via the phone or via video to someone this year, I'm
sure it will bring you both joy! "Love each other with genuine
affection and take delight in honoring each other." Romans 12:10
I'm not sure if my family singing counts as honoring someone but
taking the time to call and video definitely shows affection!
Whatever your Christmas traditions are, make time to read in the
gospels the account of Jesus' birth. It's an account we hear often
but it is still powerful and when you strip everything away it is all
that Christmas is about!
_____________________________________________________

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DEC. 1
Scott McRoberts

DEC. 12
Larry Bowling

DEC. 24
Chuck Witmer

DEC. 2
Olive Belle Young

DEC. 13
Kim Schuermann

DEC. 26
Marjorie Corley
Loretta Hampton

DEC. 3
Mike Braun
Jordan Brown

DEC. 14
Brad Begley
Brandi Emenaker
Earl Gabbard

DEC. 5
John Riczko
DEC. 7
Dottie Jackson

DEC. 15
Dan Morrow

DEC. 27
Steve Turner
DEC. 29
Wilma Cobb
Tom Farris
Karen Gerth
Lil Wilson

DEC. 8
Mike Click

DEC. 16
Jack Baker
Christine Burtis
Pastor Dan Clemens

DEC. 9
Jillian Overholts

DEC. 20
Joseph Wallace

DEC. 31
Darryl Paragin

DEC. 10
Barry Pickett
Linda Stanger

DEC. 21
Brooke Begley

If a birthday has been
left off this list, the
office is simply
unaware of it. Please
call or email us to let
us know it needs
added. Thank you.

DEC. 11
Juli Ford
Carl Lakes
Noelle Spencer

DEC. 22
Bud Braun
DEC. 23
Zacahary Beltz

DEC. 30
Judy Farris

A note from Pastor Chris: Why we still gather in a pandemic
We’re in a challenging season. However, our Christian response
to challenge remains the same as it always has. Let me share three
charges for this continuing challenge!
The Church:
As you may know, the term “church” is derived from the word “kirk”
or circle. More than that, the sound “kirk” is a carry-over from the
Greek phrase “belonging to the Lord.” And following the long history
of how words grow in their meaning, our term “church” is found in
Scripture to mean a gathering of those “called out from” the world,
and gathered together in assembly before the Lord Jesus Christ
(Acts 9:31). The church is, in both history and etymology, a
gathered people. We are gathered for the purpose of displaying
God’s glory. We gather for the purpose being unified under the
preached Word, then for encouraging and directing one another–
stirring one another to display glory (Hebrews 10:24). We are a
circle called to make ripples.
At First Baptist Hamilton our circle has been challenged by this
persistent pandemic. We realize how much is lost when we are not
assembled. Recognize, the Lord blesses us in ways that are
seemingly irrational to finite human minds. It does not make sense
to us that one simple weekly gathering could have any great effect
on our psyche, our spiritual wellness, ramifications for our behavior,
or our Christian maturity. But God works in confounding ways, and
we have seen mesmerizing effects from our lack of regular
assembly. This is why there is such a longing to come back
together –– we, in our hearts, recognize the necessity of the circle,
of our being called out. So what is our purpose in meeting?
The Reason for Church:
Whether in-person or virtually by necessity, our circle is gathered
around the one to whom we belong, the one who has called us,
Jesus Christ. We are gathered together in submission to Him
according to the Apostle’s teaching (Acts 2:42). We are gathered to
worship Jesus as described in Colossians 1:16-17, our Lord who is
sovereign over pandemics, viruses, fears, and all those worldly
things with which we try to find comfort from our stresses. The
reason for gathering is to be grown by the preaching of the word, to
be convicted and give thanksgiving through prayer, to be stirred up
and loved by fellow brothers and sisters. To live in the Word as a
circle, and to pray to and give praise to the one who displays His
glory in such circles. A person cannot call themselves a Christian
who does not desire to be called out of the world and into the
membership of the body of Christ’s bride –– that goes against the
biblical doctrine of Christ’s church. The church can never, was

never, and will never be about the individual, but about the glory of
God through His people who will inhabit His sanctuary (circle)
forevermore. We’re called to experience the foretaste of that eternal
event, and to prove its worthiness in our lives to those in our
community. We gather, assembled around the Word of Jesus Christ
… then what?
Outward is Upward:
We exercise of our faith. Philippians 1:27 reads, “Only let your
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that…I may hear
of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving
side by side for the faith of the gospel.” In this verse we read of a
gathered assembly, Christians called out from the world, living in a
godly manner (faith-based obedience), and striving to call others to
the Gospel. The early church caused ripples with eternal strength,
are we likewise a ripple-church? If our satisfaction, our joy, and our
motivation is heaven-ward, then those around us will seek to know
the hope we’ve found. Are you prone to tell them? Are you so
convinced of the majesty of Christ, and so moved by the sweet
thoughts of heaven that you cannot help but share these things with
those darkened by the worldly plight of pandemic? The disciples
were not anxious for death, but were so satisfied with new life that
nothing else on this earth mattered more than heaven. I pray to be
so savoring the riches of Christ that my behavior, conversations,
and view of these trials speak to Him. An upward focus is an
outward resolve. I pray First Baptist will make ripples with such a
resolve as our doors, and live-streams, stay open and our members
stay bold.
So what do we take away from all this? Here are three challenges
no pandemic can change:
We must gather together as those called out from the world, which
means leaving behind our worldliness –– not just on Sunday, but
every day.
We must know our reason for gathering together, rid ourselves of
all of that which does not fit the purpose of making ripples. Glorify
Jesus Christ and submit to His Word as the sole authority for our
faith and practices. Grow in conformity to Christ alone.
We must cause ripples in our community, seeing the Spirit-led
effects of bringing God’s Word into the culture. Are you actively
calling others to the Gospel, encountering others with the Gospel,
presenting yourself as an ambassador of the Gospel?
Get out of the boat and make ripples, church!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MISSIONS

Missionaries for the month of …………………………….. December
David & Laura Parajon
Nicaragua
David is a medical doctor who has been serving in health ministry
since 2001 through AMOS Health and Hope. AMOS uses an

empowering approach that engages communities as full partners
by training local Health Promoters. This program provides
preventive and curative health services to remote and vulnerable
communities where there are no doctors. As an IM associate global
servant, David supports the ministry of AMOS through medical,
global public health and management trainings, as well as serving
as a bridge between churches and volunteers who would like to
support the work of AMOS. David’s wife, LAURA, is also a medical
doctor who serves IM in a volunteer role as a special assistant for
Health and Wellness in the Iberoamerica and Caribbean region.
- From International Ministries
_____________________________________________________
Bible Book of the Month ……………………………………Haggai
The Bible book of the month is suggested by the national
American Baptist Women’s Ministries.

New Bible Study for ‘tweens’ and their moms’
Girls of Grace is a Bible study for Moms and their tween girls (4th-6th
grade). We are meeting on alternative Wednesdays in room 203 from
6:00 - 7:00. We are also meeting for families who prefer to virtually on
the in between Wednesdays. This Bible study leads us through 8
chapters and teaches how we can be girls of grace, using love, faith,
accountability and so on.
Each session we focus on one chapter, read our Bibles, pray, eat a
snack, complete a craft and share together. Those who are attending
virtually will have all their materials porch dropped before each
session.
If you are interested please let me know. I have set our room up so
each Mom and tween have their own table and we are spaced out we
are also wearing masks when we are close together.
— Claire Metzger, director of children’s ministries
________________________________________________________

ADDRESS UPDATES

MOPS/MOMSNEXT

Aaron and Valerie Osterbrock
75 Beverly Drive
Hamilton, OH 45013

Monthy gathering
7-9 p.m. Dec. 15 in the gym
No child care available

Rob and Jenny VanMeter
(temporary)
6026 Deerfield Blvd. Unit 326
Mason, OH 45040

Moms Night Out
Noon Dec. 19
@ Brio Italian Grill
in Liberty Center
RSP to Katie Simpson by Dec. 15

David and Joyce Hall
(temporary)
912 Berkley Manor Drive
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066

We will draw “Secret Santa”
names at lunch and then shop
for the gift after we eat. Plan to
spend $20 on the gift for the
person you draw.
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