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Thankful In The Chaos
I’ve just taken a walk through all of the classrooms on
a morning when the mothers of MOPS/MOMSNext
met at First Baptist Church. Twenty or so moms were
in room 200 with their heads bowed as Katie Simpson
prayed over them. The Family Center was loud with
several 3- and 4-year-olds screaming, playing and
having a ball as four adults watched and played with
them. Toddlers played happily in room 211 (no criers
today!) while an adult and teenager engaged them.
The nursery was as peaceful. Downstairs, the
children’s worship center was abuzz with elementary
students who were out of school on their Fall Break.
Adults watched as the kids did crafts and watched
YouTube videos ... and talk, talked, talked! The term
“organized chaos” came to mind.

we get to that phase of the remodel as well, but this
too will pass.

I’m comfortable with chaos. I can even say I’m
thankful in the chaos.

Change usually brings chaos. Transitions are hard.
Taking things apart to put them back together
differently can be unsettling. We all like our comforts,
our routines, and the familiar. Change can cause us to
get cranky and impatient and fussy. But life is filled
with change. Like it or not, and most of us don’t. But
change is necessary if we are going to continue to
speak into the culture the life transforming (and
changing) word of Christ’s love. The gospel never
changes, but the voice and mode of delivery always
has.

A lot of what we do at FBC could be seen as
organized chaos. Children’s ministry is often loud and
energetic. Eager minds and fidgety bodies hungry for
love and attention fill our rooms and seats (if you can
get them to stay in their seats!)
The Youth Retreat coming up November 1 at camp
Kirkwood will be chaotic. Five churches are coming
together with about 100 students for 48 hours. There
will be lots of adults and supervision and activities…
but it will have its moments of chaos… and love and
revelation!
We are getting ready for remodeling and construction.
Children’s rooms have already been moved downstairs
and will likely move again. Adult rooms may need to
be moved to make room for children upstairs as the
project progresses. It may feel different to be
displaced for a time, even chaotic, but only for a
season. Even the appearance of the sanctuary has been
less than we desire, and we will have to be patient as

Sometimes our use of finances may seem to some as
confusing, even ill-advised and chaotic. We have been
in a pattern of deficit spending for several years, but
we have been blessed with estate gifts which God
placed in the hearts of the donors for such a time as
this. I see our finance policies and decisions as
investments in the next generation and the
revitalization of the congregation to reach-out to our
community. Obviously, we cannot continue this
trajectory long term. I am grateful for our wise
financial leadership to navigate this course. God has
and will provide as His people are faithful.

James gives us a warning: “What is causing the
quarrels … among you? … You want what you don’t
have ... You are jealous of what others have ... As the
Scriptures say, God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble. So humble yourselves before God. …
Come close to God, and God will come close to you.”
(James 4)
Good advice in the midst of the chaos.
Be the Light!
– Pastor Dan

Service opportunity: Feed the hungry

Shoe boxes are due Nov. 13
Everyone who attends FBC Hamilton is asked to
join with us in filling a shoe box with items for young
girls and boys. This is for Operation Christmas Child
through Samaritan’s Purse.
There are partially filled shoe boxes available for
everyone to take. They are on a table in the family
center. Please bring it back full and with the $9
shipping fee.
Nancy Whipple, whose phone number is (513) 8632309, is the contact person for this project at FBCH.
Please bring in your box by Wednesday, Nov. 13. We
will dedicate and pray over the boxes the following
Sunday.
Here is a list of suggested gifts you can use in your box:
Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, plastic
kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A
Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra
batteries), Slinky, etc.
School supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons
or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, coloring books,
writing pads or paper, solare calculators, etc.
Hygiene items: toothbrush, soap, comb, washcloth,
etc.
Other: Sunglasses, flashlights (with extra batteries),
ball caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry, hair-clips, watches,
small picture books, etc.
Do NOT include the following:
Used items
War-related items
Toothpaste
Candy and gum
Chocolate or perishable food items
Liquids
Medicines: vitamins, cough drops, ointment, etc.
Breakable Items: mirrors, china dolls, snow globes, etc.
Get more information about Operation Christmas Child
online at samaritanspurse.org.

Volunteers needed for helping with boxes
We are in need of folks to volunteer the week we collect
shoe boxes at our church, which is a drop-off center. Hours
are 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18; 3-7 p.m. Tues.,
Nov. 19; 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20; 3-7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 21; 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22;
noon-4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 23; 3-7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24
and 9:30-11:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 25. People who
volunteer must be able to lift large boxes. Sign up sheets are
in the family center.

Every other month, FBC Hamilton feeds lunch to the
hungry at First United Methodist Church in downtown
Hamilton. The next opportunity to serve is from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 9. At least 20 people
are needed to volunteer to serve in several capacities.
Please sign the list on the bulletin board near the
family center to let us know you'll be helping, or call
the church office at (513) 868-1412.

Missionaries for the month of November:
Rev. Glen & Rita Chapman
Democratic Republic of Congo

Glen and Rita have been instrumental in
transforming the Kikongo pastoral training school into
the Baptist University of Congo (UNIBAC). Glen is
vice-rector of UNIBAC, where he teaches Old
Testament, Hebrew and Baptist history. Rita runs the
library, teaches English and works with the wives of
theology students. Rita and Glen both are very much
immersed in the life of the community and the church
through village ministry, transportation and
environmental ministries such as beekeeping, raising
rabbits for agricultural training and planting trees for
reforestation, lumber, firewood, charcoal and fruit.
“We are in the midst of a building project. It is
exciting at this point to watch the bright red roof go
up. It will be a real landmark here at Kikongo. It is
always inspiring to see our collective vision for a nice
women’s dorm taking shape.
“Since we have upgraded to university level, we
have had the challenge of housing single women. We
have provisionally housed the women in a building we
have used in the past as a nursery. Rita has described
it as a ‘hot house’. It is not very adequate as a dorm.
“When we returned to Congo after our year of home
assignment, we knew we would have the challenge of
building a women’s dorm. We were not sure how we
were going to manage, but our administrator
introduced us to three men who had just completed
building a medical dispensary in a nearby village. We
really don’t have skilled builders here at Kikongo, so

we were happy that these men showed up.
“We are very pleased with the builders, and the new
dorm is definitely being built to last. We have tried to
incorporate much of the brainstorming aspects the
staff and girls pooled before the building was started.
The girls suggested some personal storage space, so
we are building shelves which can be locked. We have
added a veranda at each end of the building so that the
girls can have an outside visiting space. We have also
added glass bricks to let the light in along the hallway.
It will all be practical and pretty.
“The building project has been a real communal
effort. Without a vehicle to carry supplies and without
a local home depot there have been significant
challenges. The sand has had to be harvested from the
river. Canoes carry the sand to the bank where it is
carried in buckets up the hill. We discovered that there
are rocks not far from here. These also came up on top
of people’s heads. Other building material had to be
purchased in Kinshasa and trucked to Kikongo.”
Read their full journal online at
internationalministries.org/new-red-roof-in-kikongo.
Rev. Peter & Sarah McCurdy
Costa Rica
The Rev. Peter and Sarah McCurdy serve in Costa
Rica at the invitation of the Federation of Baptists of
Costa Rica, a partner of IM. Peter’s ministry focus is
spiritual renewal and spiritual formation. He serves
local pastors and seminary students, seeking to
provide a safe and nurturing environment for them,
their families and others pursuing a call to ministry.
He will also extend his ministry into Cuba.
Sarah, a former French teacher, is developing her
role as an educator. Peter and Sarah’s hope is that,
through their ministries, hearts and minds will be
changed and people will grow into the image of
Christ.
Bible book of the month . . . . . . . . . Psalm 73-150
“In heaven I have only you, and on this earth you are
all I want. My body and mind may fail, but you are my
strength and my choice forever.”
Psalm 73: 25-26 (CEV)
PRAY for missionaries under the Home Mission
Societies, ABC/USA as they preach the Gospel, establish
new churches, and minister to persons of special need.

New Sunday group launches soon
Are you looking for a way to join in on Sunday
mornings? Pastor Christopher Osterbrock is launching a
new Sunday school class/group during the first hour of
church, 9:30-10:30 a.m. The group will start off with a

5-week series on Psalm 51. This particular series will
start Nov. 17 and run until Dec. 22. For more
i n f o r ma ti o n b e s u r e t o co nn e c t wi t h
chris.osterbrock@firstbaptisthamilton.org.

You are invited to purchase
a Christmas poinsettia
Anyone who attends FBC Hamilton is invited to
purchase a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved
one. The poinsettias will decorate First Baptist’s
sanctuary for the holidays. Names of those who
purchase a poinsettia and of those memorialized and
honored will appear in “The Courier” in December.
Poinsettias are available for $8 per plant. Please take
an order envelope from the sanctuary or office and
place it in the offering plate or return it to the office
by Nov. 11. (Orders after that date may not be filled.)
Checks may be made out to First Baptist Church.

Church business meeting set for Nov. 10
The third quarter business meeting of the church will
be after the Modern Worship Service at noon Sunday,
Nov. 10. Discussion will include the 2020 budget.

RSVPs needed for annual Christmas banquet
One of First Baptist Church Hamilton’s favorite
annual events is so popular, we need everyone to
register for seating! The annual Christmas Banquet is
a time for family and friends to gather to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ. We’ll have a delicious homecooked meal in the family center followed by a
musical in the sanctuary featuring our King’s Kids
group.
The cost of the meal is $6 per person or $20 per
family, payable when you go through the food service
line. Reservations may be made on your Connect Card
during a Sunday morning worship service or online at
firstbaptisthamilton.org/events.html. Please indicate
whether you will need space for a wheelchair or high
chairs as we will be assigning seats.

FIRST STUDENTS
During the month of October, FSM hosted a clean-up
day in partnership with the City of Hamilton. We had
a blast working with the city to share in acts of
service. FSM thanks all those who participated in
making this happen. The City of Hamilton looks
forward to our continued partnership, that means
we’re going to keep coming down from our hill and
showing this city the light of Jesus. Be on the look out
for more dates throughout the upcoming year.
October was a very busy month in the life of FBC
Hamilton. However, there is just as much in store for
November and December. The first three days of
November are already booked. On Friday, November
1st, students and leaders will leave the church that
evening to arrive and stay at camp until Sunday
morning, the 3rd. We are meeting with five other
churches to have a fully loaded retreat experience. I
am so excited about this awesome opportunity to grow
in the Lord and in fellowship!
December brings the youth Christmas party and a
new chemistry in the way we do our student ministry.
At the end of the year we will shift our Sunday
morning ministry to 6-8 graders and 9-12 graders. This
won't change too much during Midweek, but we hope
to see a deeper connection among our students (and a
lot more space in our rooms!). The church is seeking
to make the best system we can for the growing faith
of our students! We'll keep parents updated as we
prepare for this transition.
– Pastor Chris Osterbrock

Photos for new church directory
being taken this month
Throughout October, First Baptist has been setting
appointments for folks who will be having photos
taken for our new church directory. Photos are
scheduled for 2-8:30 p.m. Nov. 5-7, 2-7:30 p.m. Nov.
8, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 9 and 1-6 p.m. Nov. 27.
There is still time to make an appointment. Please
call the office at (513) 868-1412 or go online to
ucdir.com to schedule. (Online, the church code is
Oh2247 and the password is “photos”.) If you are free
on those dates and willing to volunteer to sit at a check
in table for a few hours, please contact Mandy in the
church office.

When you vote on Nov. 5,
please select the candidates and issues
that hold our Christian values.

Runners, walkers invited to Fight Hunger 5K
Join the First Baptist Hamilton team in support of
Matthew 25 Ministries! On Saturday, Nov. 9, Matthew
25 Ministries will conduct its annual Hunger 5K
Run/Walk. This is for walkers or runners.
The Hunger 5K is a fun, family-friendly way for
people of all ages to help those in need. Proceeds
benefit Matthew 25: Ministries’ work with the poorest
of the poor in Greater Cincinnati, throughout the U.S.,
and around the world. Bring cans of food to help kick
off the Hunger Food Drive, which collects food
products for local pantries and shelters.
You can join the First Baptist Hamilton team by
registering online at M25M.org. Registration is $18.
Participates will receive a long-sleeve Hunger 5K
T-shirt, a goody bag, and access to the post-race party
with food galore, live music and chocolate fountains.
Start time is 8:30 a.m.
Please see Laurin or Lisa Sprague or call them at
(513) 896-7911 if you are interested. Thank you for
supporting Matthew 25 Ministries!

Serve at Matthew 25: Ministries building
We will be making our monthly trip down to
Matthew 25: Ministries for a wonderful day of
fellowship, fun, and WORKING FOR THE LORD
Thursday, Nov. 14. We will leave the church at 8:30
a.m. returning at about 3:00 p.m. Come dressed to
WORK - bring your own sack lunch and beverage.
Remember - this is NOT just for the KeenAgers.
Everyone is welcome to be a part of this ministry.

FBCH is an elections polling location
Please refrain from entering the family center at the
church on Tuesday, Nov. 5 while the room is a
designated elections polling site. Only voters and poll
workers should use the room during that time.

MBA trustees meeting at FBCH
The Miami Baptist Association is hosting its annual
trustees meeting at First Baptist Church Hamilton. It
is set for 7 p.m. Nov. 7.

Child care schedule

Groups sought to serve at Serve City
We are continuing to provide a meal at Serve City
Shelter the third Monday of each month. Thanks to
everyone and every group that helped provide meals
each month. The congregations’ generous monetary
donations provided pizza and tacos in the past. If your
Sunday School class, board or group would like to
take a month, contact Nancy Whipple (863-2309) and
continue to pray for this ministry.
–Nancy Whipple

KeenAgers November outing
The KeenAgers will be going to LaComedia Dinner
Theater in Springboro to see “Elf” on Nov. 7. The bus will
leave First Baptist Church at 9:30 a.m. Tickets are $37. If
you would like to go, please see Dave and Janet Hazelwood.

– KeenAger Activity Directors
Dave & Janet Hazelwood

Nursery (morning) 1- & 2-year-olds
November 3 -Brian & Barb Begley
November 10 - Melissa & Randy Specht
November 17 - Cheryl Motzer
November 24 - Melissa and Randy Specht
Kiddie Church
November 3 - Katie Spradling & Juli Ford
November 10 - Claire & Chris Metzger
November 17 - Sharon Brewer & Camden Lamb
November 24 - Shellee & Jim Ewen
Kinderchurch
November 3 - Dorothy Hollowell & Jill O’Hara
November 10 - Cheryl Motzer & Becky Simpson
November 17 - Dorothy Hollowell & Jill O’Hara
November 24 - Cheryl Motzer & Becky Simpson
KidsChurch (Helping Karen Buchanan & Nancy Whipple)
November 3 - Mary Brown
November 10 - VOLUNTEER NEEDED
November 17 - Cathi Thomas
November 24 - Janet & Mike Moore

Attention all
Sunday morning child care workers
Just a reminder that all child care workers should try
and trade with someone on their schedule sheets when
something comes up and they are not able to keep
their scheduled Sunday. Also, it would be extremely
helpful if child care workers would be in their
scheduled room by 10:45 a.m. to help with the
transition. When you have difficulty finding someone
with whom to trade, call Katie at (513) 255-2852.
Thanks for volunteering as a child care worker and
may you always know how much we appreciate you!

Daylight Saving Time ends Nov. 3
You get to sleep an extra hour and (hopefully)
come to church feeling refreshed this Sunday!

Wednesday family dinners on hold
There will be no meals moving forward as previous
chefs have moved on. We’re searching for someone to
at least make Wednesday evening meals once per
month. Please see Dan Clemens if you are interested.

Borrowing items?

Veterans Day is a federal holiday on Nov. 11 and is
designated as a day to honor all who have served in
the military. Veterans Day began as Armistice Day to
honor the end of World War I on Nov. 11, 1918.

Anyone desiring to borrow items, such as, chairs,
tables, coffee pots, etc. are required to fill out a sheet
in the office with name, date, item, and number
borrowed and then the date, item, and number
returned. Please see Mandy in the church office.

All-church Harvest Party results

The women of MOPS and MOMSNext continue to
follow our theme this season of living life “To The
Full.” Our monthly meeting in October featured guest
speaker Sheila Hupp, who discussed how we are
deliberately designed. In addition to meeting each
Wednesday for fellowship and prayer, we served a
meal at Serve City and had a Moms Night Out where
we dined at a local Mexican food restaurant.
November won’t disappoint! We are planning
another Moms Night Out dinner meetup for Nov. 22.
For our monthly Tuesday gathering at FBCH, we are
having Daisy Jane’s Flower Truck teach us how to
arrange flowers at our monthly The Tuesday meeting
is 9:45-11:45 a.m. Nov. 19. Childcare will be
provided. We will each get to take home a flower
arrangement we’ve created.
Our Wednesday gatherings take place from 6:307:30 p.m. in Room 203. Coffee is provided, as is
childcare.
Follow us at Firstbaptisthamilton.org/MOPS or
Facebook.com/MOPSandMOMSNext or request to
join
our
facebook
group
at
Facebook.com/groups/MOPSandMOMSNext.

What is MOPS/MOMSNext?
MOPS and MOMSNext gather and support each other
as moms. We believe in the simple but revolutionary
idea that remarkable things happen when moms come
together, face to face. That’s why we rally women to
come together in their own neighborhoods and help
each other through this thing called motherhood, one
gathering at a time.
Our acronym stands for “Mothers of Preschoolers”
because we began in 1973 when a group of moms of
young children banded together to share their lives
and parenting journeys. Over the past forty-five years,
MOPS has expanded our reach to include moms with
older kids, which bring us to MOMSNext.
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life, and have it
TO THE FULL.”
- John 10:10

Christmas crafts for children
The MOPS website has a plethora of things for
moms to read and to try, including Christmas-related
fun. Check out craft ideas for when the kiddos are
out of school: www.mops.org/christmasstory

Many thanks for all the help, candy, delicious treats
and fellowship for our annual Harvest Party!. There
was an estimated 275 people in attendance. The
following are the winners in the 2019 Harvest Party
costume competition:
Younger than 2, boy: Twins Tobias & Silas
Skrimager – Woody & Buzz Lightyear
Younger than 2, girl: Scarlet Coots – Bumblebee
3-year-old to preschool, boy: Henry Griffin –
Marshall from Paw Patrol
3-year-old to preschool, girl: Ruth Osterbrock –
fish
K-2 grade, boy: Randy Specht – scarecrow
K-2 grade, girl: Hannah Neiheisel – bat
3-6 grade, boy: Jeremiah Jackson – astronaut
3-6 grade, girl: Brianna Croucher – grandmother
Teenage girl: Kelsey Combs – Little Red Riding
Hood
Teenage boy: Benjamin Nguyen – President Nixon
Family: The Nguyens & The Hollowells – the “Toy
Story” characters
Best trick-or-treat table: 1st & 2nd grade Sunday
School class, led by Janet Day & Carolyn Dudley –
The Hundred Acre Woods (Winnie The Pooh)
Best soup: Richard Viebrooks
Best dessert: Ashley Croucher
Thanks to all who participated! It was a fun evening.

Church’s chapel to be used for classes
During the remodel/construction on the bottom level
of the church, the chapel on the first level will have to
be used for classes and groups. We may need to move
pews around or out of the space. When the remodel is
complete, the chapel will return to how it typically is.
Thank you for your understanding.

Cards offering prayer need your signature
If you aren’t a regular attendee of the Wednesday
night Adult Bible Study meeting which takes place in
Room 200, you might not be aware we want your
signature! Each Wednesday, the church places a few
cards on a table outside of the office to be signed by
anyone who wishes to do so. The cards are mailed to
people on our Prayer List whom we want to know they
are being prayed over. While you are at the table, pick
up a copy of the weekly Prayer List and anything else
we have available. Currently the table has free copies
of the Christian Blue Pages. Take one if you wish.

From Shon’s Desk
The following is a reprinted article by John Piper of
desiringGod.org. To speak to our Pastor of Worship and
Small Groups, Shon Morgan, email him at
shon.morgan@firstbaptisthamilton.org, or call the
church.

Should we raise our hands during musical worship,
or keep them in our pockets? It’s the question from a
listener named Geoff. “Pastor John, when you are
singing at your local church, do you raise your hands?
Is this something we should do when singing at church
on Sunday?
“When I read verses like 1 Chronicles 16:23–31 and
Psalm 95:1–2, it makes me wonder why not everyone
lifts their hands when we sing together as a church. If
only 5 percent of the congregation in my local church
is raising their hands during the music, but all are
singing out loudly with a joyful noise, then is this
something we should teach on in order to encourage
the raising up of holy hands? Or should I just be
thankful we are all singing? As the worship leader at
my local church, I want to be ‘maximalist’ in my
thinking and always find ways to encourage myself
and our congregation to be fully devoted and fully
delighted in Jesus as we sing songs which are soaked
in rich gospel lyrics.”
Disgust to Delight
I can remember a specific chapel service in the late
1970s, when I was a college teacher, in which I was
sitting beside a fellow faculty member who during a
prayer simply laid his hands, palms up, on his lap. I
remember the almost disgust that I felt seeing him do
that.
“I had never, in 36 years of my life, lifted my hands
in song until that moment.”
I don’t remember what was going on in my soul at
that time, but what I feel now is nothing but shame
and remorse at such an arrogant and judgmental
attitude.
Then about five years later, I had encouraged
Bethlehem — I had moved from faculty to pastoring,
and I’m about two years into my pastoring — to start
an all-night prayer meeting once or twice a year in
order to go hard after God together, to maximize his
blessing in the life of our church.
It was about 2:00 a.m., and there were about twenty
or thirty of us still praying in the fireside room, which
doesn’t exist anymore because it was torn down in one
of the building projects. But I remember that Bruce
Leafblad, who was worship leader at the time, was
leading us in simple 1980s songs like “Hallelujah,
Hallelujah.” Just simple things like that.
We were singing one of those, and suddenly I found
my hands lifted in the air, and it was as though I was
watching myself rather than doing it. I had never, in

36 years of my life, lifted my hands in song until that
moment.
To this day, I cannot explain what happened, except
that it bore fruit in what felt and feels to me now like
a release from a very significant bondage.
Forced Worship
My approach toward lifting up of hands in worship
since that time has been to simply try to create an
atmosphere in which people felt free from the heart to
lift their hands or not.
The reason I say “or not” is because coerced or
constrained demonstrations of heart worship are
self-contradictory. Either it comes from the heart and
is valuable as an expression of the heart, or it is a
performance and has no worship value at all.
I wouldn’t, as a worship leader, ever say, “Come on,
people, get your hands up. We just sang a song that
said, ‘Our hands are lifted up.’” I wouldn’t scold
people like that at all. It creates an unbelievably
hypocritical crisis for them because they’re going do
what you say when they don’t feel like it. And it will
ruin authentic worship.
Holy Hands
Depending on the kind of service and who was
present and the nature of the music, I would guess that
over time at Bethlehem you might have ten to thirty
percent of the people lifting their hands in worship.
“Coerced or constrained demonstrations of heart
worship are self-contradictory.”
We never try to cultivate an atmosphere where it
was expected — that you’re supposed to do this if
you’re spiritual. Although, Psalm 63:4 says, “I will
bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up
my hands.” And Psalm 141:2 says, “Let my prayer be
counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of
my hands as the evening sacrifice!” And Paul says in
1 Timothy 2:8, “I desire then that in every place the
men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling.”
Now, I doubt that Paul meant, in 1 Timothy 2:8, that
it’s contrary to God’s will for men to pray without
lifting their hands. Rather, what I think he means is
it’s contrary to God’s will that they pray without “holy
hands” when they lift their hands. In other words, I
don’t think it’s a mandate that every time a man prays,
his hands must be in the air, but that if his hands are in
the air, in his prayer, they’d better be holy hands.
Know Your Audience
Let me mention one other cultural factor and a
closing word.
I was talking to a church leader outside America
once who tried to explain to me that lifting the hands
in worship in his city was a badge of bad theology.
(Continued on Page 8)

(Continued from Page 7)
It was associated with certain churches that taught
wrong things. He felt it would be a compromise in
faithful churches if the people raised their hands.
They’d be waving the flag of false teaching.
That’s the kind of thing you really need to be
sensitive to when you’re an outsider and you walk into
a cultural situation you don’t know anything about.
However, I suggested to him that there’s probably a
better way to distinguish ourselves from false teaching
than by letting the false teachers co-opt a beautiful,
biblical practice as their own, while the true church
goes without it. I don’t think that’s a good idea.
Natural Expressions
Perhaps one word to those who are finding the
lifting of hands in worship to be artificial for
themselves, rather than real. Let’s just all agree that
whether we are very formal or more charismatic, we
are all equally vulnerable to hypocrisy and artificiality
and judgmentalism.
“Hands can be kept down for motives just as
defective as they can be lifted up.”
Hymns can be sung with just as much inauthenticity
as worship songs. Organs can be played with just as
much hypocrisy as guitars. Hands can be kept down
for motives just as defective as motives for lifting
them up.
As a hand raiser, I would just say to those who
don’t do it that, for me, it is both a natural expression
of inner admiration for God, and an intensifier of inner
exultation as it finds expression in the body.
I hope that those who don’t find it to be so have
their own experiences of released admiration and
inner exultation and intensification. I believe that it is
possible, and I will assume that is the case when I am
worshiping with you, if you’re one of those.
Find other recent and popular Ask Pastor John episodes.
John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of
DesiringGod.org and chancellor of Bethlehem College &
Seminary. For 33 years, he served as pastor of Bethlehem
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is author of
more than 50 books, including Desiring God: Meditations
of a Christian Hedonist and most recently Why I Love the
Apostle Paul: 30 Reasons.

Hamilton Tree Lighting at Marcum Park
Locals are invited to join the city in celebrating the
beginning of the holiday season when the lights of the
Christmas tree at the south entrance of Marcum Park
are turned on. The event takes place 5 to 8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 23 and features performances from
school children, horse-drawn carriage rides, a balloon
artist, a photo booth and live reindeer. All activities
for the tree lighting event are family friendly and free.

A message from Ellie Dinger
Oh my goodness! I am still overwhelmed! What a great
retirement celebration! I did not know what to expect.
Thank you so much for all the kind words, the Love Gift, the
many cards, gifts and many other expressions of love. I do
know that there was a lot of sneakiness going on. How did
the Tabitha ladies make a quilt for me right under my nose?
Bill and I will make good use of the luggage. The meal was
great and thanks to Tim Swicegood and Loretta and Jerry for
preparing it. Still hard to believe that Tim Schwartz wrote a
song and drove 800 miles to be here to sing it!
I have loved everyone of you and will miss you. But you
will still see me from time to time in the sewing room on
Tuesdays, cantata rehearsals, singing in the cantata and at
the Friday Bible study. Remember that I am only a phone
call or text away! Let's have lunch!!
Note: Ellie Dinger served as office administrator at FBC
Hamilton for 23 years. She retired Oct. 15.

Families invited to Music on Main
Music on Main will be an even bigger event this
year for those who stroll along the sidewalks of
Hamilton’s Main Street. It’s hosted by the Main Street
Area Association and there will be an aerial act and
other performers on the plaza. The Fitton Center for
Creative Arts will conduct children’s activities and
there will be face painting. This will be the first time
Music on Main includes a Food Truck Alley with
picnic tables in the Ritzi Body Shop parking lot.
Music on Main will also have a SelfieElfie contest
with a $50 gift certificate prize for the winner.
Businesses along Main Street will have their front
windows decorated for the Christmas season and there
will be a contest for those, too. Music on Main takes
place from 5-9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22.

Men invited to ‘Stand Courageous’ gathering
Princeton Pike Church of God at 6101 Princeton
Glendale Road in Hamilton is inviting men to “Stand
Courageous.” The gathering will take place Nov. 1516 at the church. Men will engage in the conference
that encourages their positions as husbands, fathers
and leaders in society. William Gerald “Jerry” Boykin
is one of the event leaders. He is a retired American
general officer who served as the U.S. Deputy
Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence under
President George W. Bush from 2002-2007. The other
leader is the president of the Family Research Council,
Tony Perkins.
For more information and to register call (800) 2254008 or visit www.standcourageous.com. The cost is
$25 and includes lunch. First responders are welcome
to attend for free.

Baptist history workshop set for November

Iva Voss' influence on the Tabitha Ministries
We miss our dear friend Iva Voss, but we gleaned so
much from her. She loved sewing with us, and we
loved having her. She claimed her machine and her
spot, and was really fussy about her thread. She
refused to use the bobbin winder, and filled the bobbin
by running the machine full throttle I accused her of
pushing the pedal to the metal!
Mary Brown said Iva was her inspiration. At 87,
nothing stopped her. She had projects going, and Janie
Millard said she was determined. She had a good work
ethic and completed her pieces. She made many, many
quilts, all different. Most were for family; kids, grand
kids, great grands, new babies, showers and weddings.
We saw several displayed at her memorial, all were
made with love, and all were well worn! Sharon
Brewer said we talk about her, her creativity and
ideas, every time we're together. And, I was always
amazed at her computer wizardry. She loved finding
new quilt patterns and quick to figure out the designs.
She gave her opinions freely, shared her beliefs and
was steadfast in her faith. She was a wonderful friend
and mentor, and enjoyed life to the fullest!
We were blessed, and knew we were loved!
– Diana Bueker

KeenAgers to have lunch at Rib City
The KeenAgers group at First Baptist Church
Hamilton will dine together for lunch at Rib City at
11:30 a.m. Nov. 11. All are welcome to attend and
will order off the menu. Please sign up on the
KeenAgers bulletin board located on the side of the
family center closest to the office or let Dave
Hazelwood know you are going by Nov. 10.

Church building closed Nov. 28-29
First Baptist Church Hamilton is closed Nov. 28-29 in
observance of Thanksgiving.

ABC Ohio will soon conduct a Baptist History and
Polity Workshop at a church in Columbus. The event
is slated for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 9 at Liberty Hill
Baptist Church, 4410 Refugee Road. It will be led the
Rev. Timothy Mohon, an American Baptist pastor and
noted Baptist historian. Mohon has been recruited as
the Associate Regional Minister for American Baptist
History and Polity.
The cost to attend is $25 for one individual per
congregation. For two or more it is $20 per person.
The fee includes instructional materials and lunch.
Registration must be made by Nov. 4. Call (740) 5870804 or email Rev. Jane Gibbons at
jgibbonsohio@aol.com to sign up.

Address updates
Joshua Braun
332 N. Second St.
Hamilton, OH 45011
Chris Campbell
108 N. Second St. Unit 2
Loveland, OH 45140
Arlene Dully
1235 Colonial Lake Drive
Hamilton, OH 45013
Walter & Maxine Hillman
517 Sapp Road
Sedro Wooley, WA 98284
Phone #: (360) 304-1968
Dick & Kathy Inloes (year-round)
15579 Honeybell Drive
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Bobby & Linda Stanger
2036 Bridgeport Drive
Hamilton, OH 45013

First Baptist’s social media accounts
We have lots of ways of informing you of events and
member updates on social media. Follow our public
FB page at Facebook.com/FirstBaptistHamilton and
join the church’s private Facebook group at
facebook.com/groups/firstbaptisthamilton. FBCH
may also be followed on Instagram @fbchamilton and
Twitter @fbchamilton. Youth may also follow
@fbch_students and @fbcmemes on Instagram.

First Baptist Church
1501 Pyramid Hill Blvd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Phone: (513) 868-1412

Personal notes
From Debbie Wilkerson (Iva Voss’ daughter)
I want to thank everyone of First Baptist Church for your prayers and the
wonderful meal and gifts for the Memorial Fund. Mom was loved by so
many and that sure showed and meant so much. I know she loved each of
you as she would speak of all of you to me in our talks. I will miss her so
much. Thank you for your prayer. God bless you all.
From Kathy Thompson (First United Methodist)
Thank you for your donation to the Community Lunch which is served
every Saturday at First United Methodist Church on Ludlow Street in
Hamilton. With your generosity, we are able to feed more people in the
community. For this we are very grateful. As you know, we have too many
people who are hungry in our country. All of us, together, can make a
difference in the problem. Thank you so much for your silverware
donation.

Griefshare group meets each Sunday
Griefshare is a class to help people navigate grief of the loss of a loved
one, or any kind of loss. The group meets from 6-7 p.m. each Sunday at
First Baptist Church Hamilton in Room 209, which is also known as the
board room. Meetings are led by Heather Nguyen and take place weekly
through January. If you want to attend, simply show up. Learn about the
national Griefshare program online at www.griefshare.org.

Newsletter deadline is Dec. 15
If your group needs to get an event or other information into The Courier,
which is read by most attendees of FBCH, please have it to
Mandy.Gambrell@firstbaptisthamilton.org by the 15th of every month.
Articles received after then may not be in that month’s newsletter.

Do we have your Bible?
As we clean out the lower level and other rooms for our current
remodel/construction project at First Baptist Church, we are finding things
that belong to people who have attended the church throughout the years.
If you have been missing your Bible, or know of someone who needs a
Bible, please stop by the office and take a look at the pile we have. There
are several!

Church to be closed on HCSD snow days
A reminder that the church closes when the Hamilton City School District
has a snow day. We follow this declaration as a safety measure for our staff
and those who attend activities here.
If you are someone who leads activities at the church and are here when
others may not be, please make sure all doors to the exterior of the building
are locked and pulled tight. We’re counting on everyone to help keep our
building secure.
www.firstbaptisthamilton.org
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